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OUR SALES OF MUNITIONS

There is no wilder hallucination than that the enor-
mous inerease in our export trade is largely in arms ant
nunitions sold to belligerents, _
| “.“]I:bl.;::;u been with food and clothing, raw _rlll.ul-.‘!".:1]..'::}'41
finished produets that we '!'.-':l_'..'.-_- come to ]‘nuﬂ an | :\.lr.mr_
trade and score an international balance m our Lavor.

We have sold the belligerents I:l"'t’}lhl'!!:".‘-‘ and auto-
trucks, motor-cyeles and bai bed wire, cartridges and gln-
prl‘.'.:|--r, fie :I"i!:il.- and l'.‘.’[?|1-~i‘.‘-'.f, in the six Il'lil}'lf_ll.“\lliJ'IJIIl]
September to February, inelusive, to the value 0l l‘wr
Lhan §15.000,000, Horses, hopse-shoes, rubber and wool
sanufactures have run owr sales of all b"“l:-iﬂlli]i war
materials, in the six months, ip to i |.r!=.|]..|ll b1 A 1'"_}_1'!“1};

But see what we have done in saleg o Inlhr\l' things!

In March alone we sold abroad nearly h'siil.'l'[]i)(}_t}llnbn!

heeadstufis and more than $28,000,000 of lni-:l‘r_:uui dairy
products. This is an increase of $51,600,000 in exporis
of hreadstuffs over these of March last year, and an -
orease of £18.000,000 in meat and dairy produets,
[n the nine months of the fiseal year from July 1 to
Warch 21 we sold abroad $418.000,000 of h.!'t'uti.‘:[lltls,
more than $152,000,000 of meat and dairy products more
than 297,000,000 of cotton.

Of breadstuffs, meat and dairy produets, cattle and
hogs, cotton, cottonseed oil and mineral oils we sold
abroad in the nine months $956,625,000.

In contrast to these stupendous figures, the
000 sales of munitions look small indeed. _

Long after the war has ciosed the Ameriean people

892,000, -

will be helping, as they are now, to feed and elothe the 7 * %% %%

nations which have summoned baek their :il'll_lit'h' to re-
sume the ereation of life and wealth after theiv destirue-
tion of them, ®

DOES WAR RPELL PROSPERITY?

A Portlander who left London two weeks ago is

quoted by a newspaper in the former city as follows:
“There is not a begear to be found in London, or at
least 1 met none, not even on the Embankment at mid-

Ilii,'_i'll. \\}l"i'-.'. Ih!i'll!.‘l!!}, H| [H'#ll.“il'i:l'll 18 il[l]ﬂ'tl;tl‘l'u‘ll h 4

peatedly and asked for the price of a meal. Everyone is
working and at top wages. The dockers are making from
630 to $30 a week, the biggest wages they have ever
voeeived, They are being paid in gold and they are at-
tending gtrietly to their jobs,”

Germans write back fvom Berlin that the city is busy,
everybody working, labor in demand and the price of
living reasonable,

Paris dresamakers and milliners are said to he having
H*l' |p|;'_l[i_l al hoom Iill ”ll'lll' ]I]l‘-’.".lll'."-‘.\ i .\",'”'.‘;'
fow Americans over there buying French styles either.

Evidently war is a great thing for boosting business
and putting old Generval Progperity back on the job, All
the neutral eountries are going through a period of
depression with slack business, little demand for labor
and prices of necessities higher than ever,

[ thege reports from the war zone are troe it ought to

tend to boom jingoism in this conntry. We are overlooking »

splondid business opportunities possibly by negleeting to
awat Mexico, and to make prosperity doubly sure we
might twist the Engligh lion's tail o little, and give
Kaiser Bill a swat or two just for good measure.

Fx-Pregident Taft says that the prosperity which
goems to be sweeping over the country may be artificial

at least he fears s0. Now we wouldn't have thought
that of Taft beeause any Kind of prosperity should be
welcomed in these parlous times instead of being preeted
with a suspicions frown, It's a good time for the chronie
knockers to sing low,

A Eugene gentleman has alveady formulated a eom
prehensive platform upon which peace should be eon
cluded in Europe, He fuilg to explain, however, how he
PUrpuses Lo gecure the eonsent of the win I'i1l['_ powers Lo
the agreement,

Former Mavor Straw of Marshfield, whose admirers
presented him with a house, should recall the experience
of Admiral George Dewey and profit theveby.
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A Portland paper ealls attention to the fuct that the
hankers of that city have noted the fact that for the
eight months ending April 1, the exports ol com-
modities classed as merchandise from the United States,
Jcm'erin{.r the war perfod, were $57,000,000 greater thar
[ for the same period of a year ago.

' the imports were $205,000,000 less than in the correspond-

ing months of last year. The excess of exports over im-
ports was $725,000,000 against $463,000,000 in the same
eight months of last year. Bankers do not feel any un-
lately developed fact that the
deficit in the United States treasury as shown hy the loss
of revenues and the increasing government expenditures,
has grown from nothing the first of August, 1914, to
$100,055,336 April 24, 1915,

William C, Levere, traveling seeretary of the Signia
Alpha Epsilon, a college fraternity, recently visited Ore-
gon on official business, Naturally he fell in love with
the Willamette Valley and writes a long letter, describing
its beauties and wonders, to the Evanston (Ill.) News-
[ndex, in which he said among other things: “Salem, the
capital of Oregon, is in the Willamette valley, and like
all these valley towns, it is as spotless as a bride, Last
evening I had dinner with Governor Withycombe, and if
| should repeat all the wonderful things he has to tell
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