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As for the local business-
es, their responses to the 
outage varied, along with 
how they were impacted.

“I know there were busi-
nesses that lost money. But 
to what level? That’s tough 
to say,” Director of Tour-
ism Marketing Jon Rahl 
said, adding the biggest 

nancial impact would be 
on the restaurants. 

Substation failure
The holiday incident 

started at 4:40 p.m. Sat-
urday when a transformer 
at the Seaside substation 
failed, accompanied by 
some pops and smoke that 
triggered a response from 
Seaside Fire & Rescue, 
said Tom Gauntt, a spokes-
person for aci c ower.

The outage affected 
roughly 8,400 custom-
ers. “Pretty much all of 
Seaside, Gearhart and the 
southern part of Warren-
ton,” Gauntt said.

The power company 
called in a specialized 
crew from Portland to re-
place the transformer, ex-
tending the time it took 
for power to return. Some 
of the affected customers 
were back on the grid by 
10:06 p.m.; the rest re-
turned about 10:22 p.m., 

ust as the reworks show 
concluded, sources said.

Fourth of July tends to 
be one of Seaside’s busi-
est days, with thousands of 
visitors descending on the 
city to partake in festivi-
ties. Those who were set 
up on the beach or already 
checked into their rooms for 
the night likely were not as 
heavily impacted.

“On some level, we can 
make an assessment that a 
lot of those people weren’t 
affected,” Rahl said.

Also, he added, “I think 
it was mitigated as much as 
it can, because of when the 
power came back on.”

Numerous businesses, 
from Rite Aid to the Human 
Bean on North Roosevelt 
Drive, were forced to close 
early or at least for a few 
hours.

Not to over-exaggerate 
the importance of the hol-
iday, every day is almost 
like the Fourth of July at this 
point in the year, Dooger’s 
Weise said. The whole sum-

mer is busy. Still, he added, 
“One of our very large days 
was adversely affected.”

Manual processing, 
acoustic music

The morning after the 
Fourth of July, he spent 
about three hours dealing 
with the aftermath, or get-
ting the business’ comput-
ers back online, recovering 
credit cards that were not 
closed at the time of the 
power outage, redoing cred-
it card charges done manu-
ally and other tasks.

At the Crabby Oyster, 
also on Broadway, employ-
ees nished serving those 
already at the restaurant 
before shutting down the 
restaurant. Owner David 
Posalski calculated they lost 
about $4,000 to $5,000.

His other business, Tsu-
nami Sandwich Company, 
fared better.

With an iPad-based point-
of-sale system, the shop was 
able to keep running until 
the hot soup, ice cream and 
sandwich meat ran out. Al-
though, even then, patrons 
could get cheese and bread. 
Some did not have the nec-
essary cash, but they were 
fed anyway, Posalski said.

By the end, it was nearly 
95 degrees in the shop and 
employees were using cell-
phones as ashlights until 
about 9:40 p.m., when it 
became impossible to keep 
going, Posalski said.

“We were pleased by the 
time we got to the end of the 
day,” Posalski said, adding 
he was especially proud of 
his crew for their persever-
ance.

Usually Tsunami Sand-
wich closes for the re-
works show and then re-
opens afterward. Since 
they had ran out of prepped 
sandwich xings, they opted 
to stay closed after the re-
works but it didn’t affect the 
restaurant too much, Posal-
ski said.

“Our sandwich shop did 
ust ne,” he said.

Other businesses also 
found ways to make the best 
of a bad situation. Denise 
Fairweather’s Fairweather 
House and Gallery was part 
of the First Saturday Art 
Walk in the Gilbert District. 

“We were real fortunate 
that all three of us in the Gil-
bert District kept our doors 
open and actually took the 
art to the street,” she said.

At SunRose Gallery, the 
musicians moved outside 
and they played acoustic 
rather than electric music. 
An artist who was sched-
uled to paint at Fairweather 
House and Gallery moved 
to the front entrance and 
took advantage of the natu-
ral light and painted live us-
ing watercolors, Fairweath-
er said. 

“We had perhaps double 
the usual crowd because 
people saw what we were 
doing closer, rather than in 
the back of the gallery,” she 
said, adding, “I appreciate 
the artists. Everyone stayed 
and kind of thought outside 
of the box and created an 
event that everyone will re-
member.”

In addition to restaurants, 
several grocery stores were 
affected, as well.

The Seaside Rite Aid 
closed during the power 
outage, but customers were 
able to pick up any neces-
sary items, including pre-
scriptions, from the corpo-
ration’s store in Warrenton, 
said Kristin Kellum, a Rite 
Aid public relations special-
ist. The store reopened Sun-
day morning with business 
per usual, she said.

Outage impacts local businesses
Outage from Page 1A

At the conclusion of the 
parade, crowds made their 
way to the Seaside Museum 
on Necanicum Drive for the 
Old-Fashioned Social and Si-
lent Auction, a 30-year tradi-
tion. Vendors, many of whom 
were from local nonpro t and 
service organizations, served 
hot dogs, hamburgers, clam 
chowder, pies, drinks and 
other treats. The event also 
featured face-painting, Bingo 
and a raf e drawing for a $100 
Fred Meyer gift card. Some of 
the most popular events were 
live music, provided by the 
North Coast group Smoke 
and Mirrors, and a continuous 
Cake Walk, with cakes donat-
ed by Safeway.

The silent auction featured 
donated items from business-
es and museum supporters, 
and the proceeds went to ben-
e t the organization. Numbers 
from the event were not nal-
ized as of Monday, but the 
organization felt the auction 
went fairly well, Seaside Mu-
seum and Historical Society 
President Steve Wright said.

“The attendance was very 
good, particularly in the early 
hours,” he said. “When it gets 
hotter and later in the day, it 
slacks off some.”

The event is run by volun-
teers. 

“It’s something that we 
feel is a privilege to do for the 
town and the visitors,” Wright 
said, adding the organization 
believes it’s important to pro-
vide a fun, inexpensive activ-
ity, particularly for families. 
“This is Seaside’s chance to 
get together with a whole lot 
of friends.”

Also during the afternoon, 
the Portland-based Oregon 
Crusaders and two other drum 
and bugle corps — Impulse 
and Eruption — put on a 
full- edged Drum and Bugle 
Corps Concert at Broadway 
Park.

At about 5 p.m., the city
was hit by a large power out-
age. The Seaside Police De-
partment urged motorists, of
which there were hundreds,
to take their time and use
extreme caution when trav-
eling throughout town, as
intersections were also with-
out power.

Seaside’s reworks show, 
one of the largest in Oregon
and produced by pyrotechnics
company K-Pyro, still took
place. However, the music
K-Pyro previously and pains-
takingly arranged to accom-
pany the reworks display 
was not available because of
the outage. Even so, thou-
sands took to the beach and
the Promenade, or stood on
hotel balconies, to watch the
show, sponsored by the Sea-
side Chamber of Commerce.

Besides a few glow sticks 
and beach res, the late eve-
ning only was illuminated by

reworks. Combined with 
smoke and haze, it created a
different sort of atmosphere
from previous shows.

Power had returned by the
end of the show, with street
lamps and traf c lights back 
in use just in time for visitors
and locals making the long
journey home through stop-
and-go traf c.

Seaside celebrates in style
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Letter policy
The Seaside Signal welcomes 
letters to the editor. The 
deadline is noon Monday prior 
to publication. Letters must be 
400 words or less and must 
be signed by the author and 
include a phone number for 
eri cation. e also re uest 

that submissions be limited 
to one letter per month. Send 
to 1555 N. Roosevelt Drive, 
Seaside, OR 97138, drop 
them off at 1555 N. Roosevelt 
Drive or fax to 503-738-
9285. Or email nmccarthy@
seasidesignal.com
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P OTO B  AT ER NE LA A E
 Seaside’s 2015 Fourth of 
July Parade featured partici-
pants of all ages.

‘I know there were businesses that lost money. 
But to what level? That’s tough to say.’

Director of Tourism Marketing Jon Rahl

 581 S Prom, Seaside
 www.maggiesontheprom.com

 Break as t
 • Crab  Cak es
 • H uck leb erry Blintz
 • Straw b erry Stuffed  Crèm e 

 Brulee French  Toast
 • Country Fried  Steak
 • O m elets
 • Eggs Bened ict
 • O atm eal and  M ore!
 Lu nch
 • Bison Bacon Burger
 • Portob ello M ush room  

 Croissant
 • H alib ut Fish  Tacos
 • Pulled  Pork  Sand w ich
 • H alib ut Fish  &  Ch ips
 • Seafood  L ouie Salad
 • Turk ey Club  and  M ore!
 Sou ps  &  Salad s
 • G azpach o
 • Clam  Ch ow d er - G luten 

 Free
 • Caprese
 • M elon &  Prosciutto Salad
 • W ed ge Salad
 • Sum m er Spinach  Salad
 • A h i Pok e and  M ore!

 Happy Hou r &
 D inner too!

 Call for Reservations
 503-738-6403

 JO IN US FO R
 Break fas t &  Lu nch

 O ceanfront D ining

 “You r  L oca l Q u a lity Fu r n it u r e  R e sou r ce ” “You r  L oca l Q u a lity Fu r n it u r e  R e sou r ce ” “You r  L oca l Q u a lity Fu r n it u r e  R e sou r ce ”

 13 0  SOUTH HOL L ADAY • DOW N TOW N  SE ASIDE  • 5 0 3 -7 3 8-89 9 9

 Cla tsop Cou n ty’s la rg est a n d  m ost com plete sh ow room  is filled  w ith  ba rg a in s a t sa le prices!

 W e pride ourselv es in of fering bra nd na m es a nd the 
 best qua lity furniture a t the best prices. Our selection is 
 second to none. You don’t ha v e to driv e to Portla nd to 
 get v a lue, qua lity, a nd good prices.  C om e v isit our 

 showroom  and see what we offer locally in Seaside. 

 S TARFURNITURES EAS IDE.C OM  • S TORE HOURS : M ONDAY -S ATURDAY  10AM -6PM  • S UNDAY  11AM -4PM

 DELIV ER Y  
 AV AILABLE

 FIN AN CIN G  
 AV AILABLE

 LO CALLY  O W N ED 
 AN D O PER ATED

 NAM E  BRAND S  • GRE AT P RICE S
 • L ARGE  S E L E CTIONS  •

 A NNIVERS A RY S A LE! A NNIVERS A RY S A LE!

 451 Ave U, Seaside • 503-738-5261 451 Ave U, Seaside • 503-738-5261 451 Ave U, Seaside • 503-738-5261
 www.seasidegolfcourse.us www.seasidegolfcourse.us www.seasidegolfcourse.us

 •  O P E N  TO THE  P UBL IC!
 •  O P E N   fo r Brea kfa st & L u n ch
 •  Reg u la tio n   P a r 3 5 , 9  Ho le Co u rse
 •  F u ll Service Ba r  in  Clu b ho u se

 Ha p p y Ho u r M o n d a y-F rid a y fro m  3  to  5  P M

Get Your Feet Wet at the 49th Annual  

Saturday July 18, 2015 
Seaside Beach Run! 

8:30 am on the Prom at 12th Avenue, Seaside  

5K & 10K Races       
5K Prom Walk  
Awards Picnic 

Kids’ Sand Dash       
Treasure Hunt 
Souvenir T-shirt 

Call , 
or visit us online  

Proceeds support Clatsop County youth fitness opportunities. 

 LY L E ’S
 P ET & G ARD EN  CEN TER

 72 5 AV EN UE “ J”   •  S EAS IDE  •  503-738-5752

 E verything you’d expect from  a Q uality 
 N ursery &  Pet Center with qualified staff to 
 answer all your gardening and pet questions

 M O N DAY   thru   S ATUR DAY    •  9:30 AM   to  6:00 PM

 S HOP
 L OCAL

 VEGGIES • HERBS • GALLON PERENNIALS
 BEDDING PLANTS • HANGING BASKETS

 3003 H ig hw a y 1 01  N ., Sea sid e

 503-738-3655

 www.pa cif icpa in tstore.com

 It’s that sim ple. Stop by an d  see for yourself!

 H ou rs: M on d a y-F rid a y 7:30a m  - 5:30pm
 Sa tu rd a y 8a m  - 5pm  • Su n d a y 1 0a m  - 3pm

 P P G P  ITT -C R YL  ®  P L US P P G P  ITT -C R YL  ®  P L US
 E X TER IO R   F  L AT   O R   S ATIN E X TER IO R   F  L AT   O R   S ATIN

 $ 24 95
 a  ga llon
 a ny color

 A high qua lity exterior la tex coa ting 
 form ula ted to m eet the perform a nce 

 requirem ents of professiona l a pplica tors

 IN -H O M E  
 C O N SU LTAT IO N !

 Shutters, W ood  B lind s,
 C ellular Shad es, Soft Shad es, 
 Vertical B lind s, Valances,
 W oven W ood  &  m ore!

 C all For A     free  2 5   %
 on Select Signature Series

 SAVE

 Financing
 Available 

 *Offer not valid with any other offers. Offer good at time of initial estimate only. 
 Offer good at participating franchises only. Each franchise independently owned and operated.

 CC
B#

17
77

17

 www.budgetblinds.com

 O reg on C oa st
 503-7 38-524 2

 Lincoln C ity
 54 1 -9 9 4 -9 9 54

 SW  W a shing ton
 503-7 38-524 2

 810 Broad w ay • Seasid e • 503-701-1478
 across the street from  Firehouse G rill in Seaside

 Moss Furniture & Décor
 Recycled  Furn itu re • A n tiqu es

 N ew  Item s A rrive D aily
 U n iqu e N ew  &  U sed

 S e n io r D a y - Eve ry W e d n e s d a y 
 S e n io rs  G e t 10%  OFF!

 DEL’S O.K.

 YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR TIRES
  • CUSTOM WHEELS • 

  • AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES •
 503-325-2861
 For emergencies

 503-325-0233

 35359 Business Hwy 101 
 (miles crossing)

 Astoria, OR

 Hours:
 Mon-Fri 8-6

 Sat- 8-4


