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I
t had been an exhausting two weeks finalizing

work on my film,Mei Mei, A Daughter’s Song,a

personal story about travelling to Taiwan with

my mom in 1989. To top it all off, I wanted to find

something nice to wear to the event last month

celebrating the anniversary of the radio docu-

mentary on which the film was based. Shopping for

clothes is one of my least favorite activities, so I

generally put it off until the last minute. Despite my

fatigue, I ventured to Lloyd Center, trudging along

from one store to another.

In retrospect, the shopping trip wasn’t such a

smart idea following a two-mile walk on a treadmill.

I was trying on jackets and cardigans, but did not

want to walk back and forth to the dressing room, so

I stayed on the sales floor, taking off my small black

across-the-shoulder purse and hanging it on one of

the racks. I walked around for a minute or two

before realizing I wasn’t wearing the purse any

longer.

A frantic retracing of my footsteps followed as I

darted around the clothing racks, all the while

muttering comments about my stupidity and

envisioning the ordeal of replacing my credit cards

and iPhone.

I approached a white sales clerk who responded,

“Oh, that’s too bad.” Then, as I became more

distraught, an African-American sales clerk about

my age took it upon herself to help me search

everywhere in the department. We were soon joined

by a white woman who said, “I had this happen to

me before and I’m sure it’s in the store somewhere.”

She tried dialing my phone number, but we could

not hear it over the store Muzak. Another white

woman soon halted her shopping and joined the

search. I asked the second sales clerk to call my

husband, who was at home and could activate the

“Find My iPhone” app.

We dispersed throughout the floor trying to hear

the sonar alarm of the app if the phone and purse

were still in the store. All of a sudden, a young

blonde woman appeared from the clothing racks

holding up my purse and asked, “Is this someone’s

bag?”

“Yes!” I shouted and then hugged her as she

handed my purse to me. Then I called out to the

women in the search party: “We found it! We found

it!” They came running and I hugged them all with a

few tears trickling from my eyes while thanking

them for their kindness.

A moral of the story: Don’t go shopping when

you’re tired. Another moral: There are so many

great women in this world.

Later, I reflected on the common cause that

brought together an Asian American, an African

American, and two white women. Yes, it was my

cause, but I know in my heart, I, too, would have

dropped everything to help another woman find

something that was dear to her. I wondered how

strangers with such diverse backgrounds find

compassion and kindness amongst each other. I

wondered what commonalities people possess that

allow them to see through race and demographics,

act out of selflessness, and view each other with the

same importance they place on themselves.

The divide between races has come into sharp

focus lately, in light of the grand-jury decisions

involving the deaths of Michael Brown and Eric

Garner. Their deaths are not just a concern for the

black community, but an issue that affects all

people. Senseless tragedies like these could possibly

be avoided if we begin to view people first as fellow

human beings, like the women in the store did for

me that day.

No doubt it’s too simplistic of an analogy to equate

the kindness I experienced among strangers of

different colors coming to my aid in a shopping mall

with these tragic deaths. But these women could

have easily shied away from me, viewing me as

some weird upset woman, and the store clerk might

have instead called security. They chose com-

passion and tried to get to the root of the problem.

That day I met strangers who dropped everything to

help me. They saw me as a human being and treated

me as they would want to have been treated

themselves.

The Asian Reporter is published on
the first and third Monday each month.

Please send all correspondence to: The Asian Reporter
922 N Killingsworth Street, Portland, OR 97217
Phone: (503) 283-4440, Fax: (503) 283-4445

News Department e-mail: news@asianreporter.com
Advertising Department e-mail: ads@asianreporter.com

General e-mail: info@asianreporter.com
Website: www.asianreporter.com

Please send reader feedback, Asian-related press releases, and
community interest ideas/stories to the addresses listed above.

Please include a contact phone number.

Advertising information available upon request.

PublisherJaime Lim
Contributing Editors

Ronault L.S. Catalani (Polo), Jeff Wenger
Correspondents

Ian Blazina, Josephine Bridges, Pamela Ellgen, Maileen Hamto,
Edward J. Han, A.P. Kryza, Marie Lo, Simeon Mamaril,
Julie Stegeman, Toni Tabora-Roberts, Allison Voigts

IllustratorJonathan Hill
News Service Associated Press/Newsfinder

Copyright 2014. Opinions expressed in this newspaper are
those of the authors and not necessarily those of this publication.

Member
Associated Press/Newsfinder

Asian American Journalists Association
Better Business Bureau

Pacific Northwest Minority Publishers (PNMP)
Philippine American Chamber of Commerce of Oregon

Correspondence:
The Asian Reporterwelcomes reader response and participation.

Please send all correspondence to:
Mail: 922 N Killingsworth Street, Portland, OR 97217-2220

Phone:(503) 283-4440 **Fax:(503) 283-4445
News Department e-mail:news@asianreporter.com

General e-mail:info@asianreporter.com

The last four issues ofThe Asian Reporterare available
for pick up free at our office 24 hours a day at
922 N Killingsworth Street, Portland, Oregon.

Back issues ofThe Asian Reporter
may be ordered by mail at the following rates: First copy: $1.50
Additional copies ordered at the same time: $1.00 each

Send orders to: Asian Reporter Back Issues,
922 N. Killingsworth St., Portland, OR 97217-2220

Common cause

MY TURN

Dmae Roberts

SUBSCRIPTION RATES (U.S. rates only)
Individual subscription (sent bulk rate):

Half year: $14 Full year: $24 Two years: $40

Individual subscription (sent first class mail):

Half year: $24 Full year: $40 Two years: $72

Office subscription (5 copies to one address):

Half year: $40 Full year: $75 Two years: $145

Institutional subscription (25 copies to one address):

Half year: $100 Full year: $180 Two years: $280

NEW SUBSCRIBER / ADDRESS CORRECTION
INFORMATION FORM:

Subscriber’s name:

Company name:

Address:

City, State, ZIP:

Phone:

Fax:

E-mail:

Mail with paymentorFax with credit card information to:
The Asian Reporter, Attn: Subscription Dept.,

922 N Killingsworth Street, Portland, OR 97217-2220
Phone: (503) 283-4440 * Fax: (503) 283-4445

For VISA, Mastercard, or American Express payment only:

Name (as it appears on the card):

Type of card (circle): VISA Mastercard American Express

Card number: Security code:

Expiration date: Address of card:

Volume 24 Number 24
December 15, 2014
ISSN: 1094-9453

The Asian Reporter welcomes reader response and
participation. If you have a comment on a story
we have printed, or have an Asian-related personal

or community focus idea, please contact us.
Please include a contact name, address, and

phone number on all correspondence. Thank you.

Opinions expressed in this newspaper are those of the authors and not necessarily those of this publication.

Mark your calendar!
The Year of the Sheep begins

February 19, 2015.
Display advertising space reservations

for our special Year of the Sheep issue

are dueMonday, February 2 at 5:00pm.




