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WE’LL BE BACK Protesters sit at an occupied area oulside government headquarters in Hong Kong on
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December 11, 2014. Hong Kong authorities started clearing barricades from a pro-democracy prolest camp
spread across a busy highway as part of a final push lo relake streels occupied by activists for two-and-a-half

months. (AP Pholo/Kin Cheung)

Hong Kong police arrest 209
protesters, demolish main camp

By Kelvin Chan
The Associated Press

ONG KONG — Hong Kong
Hauthorities have demolished a

protest camp at the heart of the
city’'s two-and-a-half month pro-democ-
racy movement, but scores of activists
taken away by police vowed their fight for
genuine elections wasn'’t over.

Hundreds of police officers armed with
chain saws and bolt cutters methodically
dismantled barricades, tore down cano-
pies, and removed banners in a daylong
operation to shut down the protest site
sprawled across a normally busy highway
next to the specially administered Chinese
city’s business district.

Police said 209 people were arrested for
unlawful assembly and obstructing police
officers.

The operation was peaceful and
unmarked by the violent clashes seen in
previous confrontations between
protesters and police. Traffic started

flowing on the road by mid-evening.

The student-led protesters had occupied
streets in the Admiralty neighborhood and
two other areas since September 28 to
protest Beijing’s restrictions on the first
election of the city’s top leader.

The unprecedented campaign, which
began as a separate protest led by student
and activist groups, got a jumpstart when
police fired dozens of rounds of tear gason
a group of demonstrators flooding into the
area. The resulting movement paralyzed
traffic, polarized public opinion, and,
activists said, marked the start of an era of
civil disobedience in Hong Kong, an
orderly Asian financial hub where
residents are increasingly worried about
mainland China’s increasing sway.

It alsoadds to the challenges for Chinese
President Xi Jinping, who has taken a
tough stance against dissent in other
regions at the country’s edges.

Hundreds of demonstrators heeded

Continued on page 16

China marks Constitution Day amid legal push

BEIJING (AP) — China : '
marked its first Constitu- [§ y
tion Day as part of Presi-
dent Xi Jinping's drive to
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show that the country
embraces rule of law while
ensuring that the ruling
Communist Party holds on
to its unrivalled authority.

The holiday was com-
memorated with nation-
wide activities in schools,
government offices,
state-owned companies.

Itis part of Xi's campaign
to institutionalize the par-
ty’s powers while strength-
ening the country’s legal
system to reduce corrup-
tion and improve govern-
ment efficiency. Scores of
serving and retired top offi-
cials have been detained on
corruption charges.

“The constitution is the
highest law of the country
and embodies the will of
the party and the people,”
Xi said in remarks pub-
lished on the front page of
the Communist Party flag-
ship newspaper People’s
Daily.

China
awareness of the consti-
tution and better under-
standing of the role of law,
Xi said.

Critics point to inherent
contradictions in the rule of
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CONSTITUTION CONTRADICTIONS. Sludents sit under a
banner thal reads, “Tsinghua affiliated Chaoyang School, the law and me
logether, legal series of talks, ” during a meeling coinciding with China’s
first Constitution Day at their school in Beijing, China. China marked its
first Constitution Day as part of President Xi Jinping’s drive to show that
the country embraces rule of law while ensuring that the ruling Commu-
nist Party holds on to its unrivalled authorily. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

law campaign, including
the party’s refusal to accept
independent oversight and
honor constitutional guar-
antees such as the right to
free speech and religious
assembly. Activists who
have advocated stricter ad-
herence to the constitution
as a way of holding the
country’s leaders account-
able typically have been
treated as subversives and

detained.
China has enacted four
constitutions since the

communist state’s found-
ing in 1949, with the
current version adopted in
1982. Its first article
forbids any challenge to the

country’s socialist system,
though it does not explicitly
mention the Communist
Party’'s control of the
country.

However, in an editorial,
People’s Daily asserted
that the primacy of the
Communist Party was an
essential element of the
constitution.

“The nation’s Constitu-
tion reflects the achieve-
ments from the revolu-
tions, constructions, and
reforms made by the people
under the party’s guidance,
and it establishes the
leading status of the Com-
munist Party of China,” the
editorial said.
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Our office provides free confidentfial assistance to businesses that have questions about
workers' compensation insurance. We provide information about whether you need
workers' compensation insurance, how to buy i, and how much it may cost. Workers'
compensation Is a complex system and we can help you navigate the process.
Common questions we recelve are: Why s the premium so high? What is a
classification? What Is an experience modification? Our office can explain the ferms and
help you make sure you are paying the right premium amount. We have assisted
thousands of Oregon-based businesses with Issues relating to audits, classifications,
experience modifications, coverage, market avallabllity, claims, laws, and rules.

For more information, please contact our office at (503) 378-4209.

To learn more about workers’ compensation insurance, explore our website:
oregon.gov/DCBS/SBO

www.dcbs.oregon.gov
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AVAILABLE NOW
¢ TRUCKS
¢+ TRAILERS
¢ HITCHES
¢+ AUTO TRANSPORTS

9503-538-2008

RESERVE one now

In-Town moves from

$19.95

Plus Mileage
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[J4 or MORE [J 2 BEDROOM [ 1=2 BEDROOM 32 rooms
BEDROOM HOME HOME/CONDO PT.
26" VAN 24' VAN 17" VAN 14" VAN
UJ-HAUL NEIGHBORHOOD DEALER
First United Engineering

Read The Asian Reporter online! Visit <www.asianreporter.com>.






