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The meaning of the whole strango
proceeding fMashed through Barbara‘s
mind, and It appearéd so ridicuious,
#o grotesquely comical that the calid
placed the lamp on the fioor and burel
out n wild laughter. Captaln Jiw
looked at her severoly, which had the
effect of checking a sccotd spasm, |

“l knows it." remarked the child,
her eyes sparkling with merriment
“I'll jist bot it's that old tree a-n-nu‘
in' agin the shed”

He scowled at her. He could scarce-
ly belleve his senses. The lden of
this child ridiculing his assertion. |

“I toll you It be a wild beast, that's
got in thar. Most likely drove down |
from the helghts by the show. Didat
It spring on tew me® Look hera” Bome
falnt marks showed on bis face. “Jist
the tips of {hem feroclous claws
totched me, ms | sprung back.”

Barbara's eyes expanded. Bhe look
up the lamp and looked at his face.
He stooped low to facilitate the ex.
smination. *“Well" she aaid, felgn-
ing astonishmont, 1 sald ‘ms how
that old tree would scratch somebody
some day.”

He didn't rellsh the way Barbara
jaughed at his experience. Angrily|
solging & rocking chalr he jammed it
against the table, then turning to her
he sald “I should think yer ma'd be
skeert some, tew be a livin® here
alone.”™

*1 shonld opine,” replied the matter
of-fact young miss. “She wants to go
away, but ain't got no rocks"™

Barb., she kin a hev all the rocks
she wants” sald Captain Jim, with a
tings of settled determination,

“She kinT™ asked the astonlshed
child,

“She kin'™ relterated he.

“Dio yer really mean (L7 asked Bar
bara. still doubting him.

“Sartin.” replied Jim,

At that moment three distinct
knocks were heard on the front door.

“The’s the old gal herself: 1 knows
the tapa” exclalmed the child, 8he
placed the lamp on a chair, then un-
jocked and opened the front door.

Captain Jim had come prepared, an-
ticipating the possibility of trouble
with MacDonald, His imagination pie-
tured him as & powerful passionate
Individual, Had he made inquiries he
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of her ma's and Kitty's brains, for the
purpose of hoodwinking him. Hils con-
sclentious scruples checked any lean-
ing toward doubt of MacDonald's ex-
istence. His bellef in Barbara's story,

st the time of Captaln Tom's surprise | shed,

'y:m was absolute, so that when the
sounded on the fromt door he
I&d up a pistol from his back
pocket.

“Jest us & precaution™ partly to
Mac , In case It was he
pot Annle, who was about to en-
ter, that he (Jim. was armed, and

rtly to assure Annle, ghould it really
c her, that he was prepared to pro
tect her and the “chillun.”™

“Captain Jim here,” sald Annie with
evident satizfaction, upon entering,
“l hurried home to welcome you."”
She looked about the disordered
kitchen, as though astonished. “Why.
what iy all this about? He flouriah
and frowned ‘I;;»
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“don't you bhe
chillan be safe”
She was about to laugh, but checked
herself, and appearing terrified, gquick-
Iy asked, “Why, what Is the matter?
Why are these things piled agalnst
the door? And that pistol?

“Jest a precaution, thet's all my
dear., There be cats in the shed,” ro-
plled Jim serlously.

“Oh, Jim, you frighten me!™ pald
Annle, und she sdded timidly, “are
they tom cats?™ Ma turtied her back
on Jim to conceal her effort to sup-
press & laugh. Captain Jim replied.
“they be wild cats or cou-jars, I'm sar-
tin, but | be s-goln' taw drive 'am off
though,” wiping his brow with a blue
handkerchief.

“No, no, Jim,” pleaded Annie, her
face still averted from him. “They'll
kil you. How many are thero?™

“1 swan thar whar two. [ felt the
fur when they sprung on tew me."” re
pliad the dauntiess captaln.

“Oh, Jim dear, are you hurt?™ in-
quired Annle, with admirably affected
concer.

“Jost a few scratches, but they ain't
nuthin’ tew what I'd go through fer
you dear.”

“1 guess the old gal claw'da him™
sald Barbars, In an undertone. The
<ynark was heard by ma, who cant
s sharp, meaning glance at the oh!ld,
PBarbara understood it and added soft
37, “but I'm mum, [ is, ‘eause he's

' to coma down with the rocks”

Annle could not control herself
longer. and she burst out In =
fit of laughter, which she con-
eenled from Jim by turning her
face and wringing ber hands an
though In anguish, “What shall
1 do; oh. what ghall [ do. And
my poor children.” She rughed off to
the bedroom and shut herself in,

Captaln Jim rushed after her, but
too late, the door was closed. He
shouted through the keyhole, “you
s5t be calm now, my dear.”

Barbara watched the muneuver and
remarked to herself, “the old gal ls
g-playin’' on bim slick™

Jim paced the floor in an agitated
manner. “It's no use: 1 hev got tew

1ackle them critters myself, an' tow
one't i

Barb., bring me a carvin'

CAPTAIN JIN'S COURTSHIP
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1y remarked Captain Jim, “give me the
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“Aln't got no carvin' kalfe, Got a
bread knife.” She took a knife from
a wmall cupboard noar the stove and
offered It to him, He grasped It say- |
ing, "thet'll do.” He glanced at Ita
carving dimensions, tested [ta stiffnens
and felt its edge, but  hlg  agltated
mind was evidently Incapable of de
termining Its formidable character

Rarbara suggested the use of s um
brefla. “What fer?® asked Jim,

“Why, to akeer tham cats away.” re
plisd the surprised ehild. "“Open It
sudden lke, an’ they'll Jeat scamper
off, worse than whipped monkeyn™

*“Peera port o' posaible” reflective

umbrella.” Harbara handed him an
old umbrelia, and asked If he didn®t
want something to tle about his
nock, adding ominously, “them eata!
I’mml allus do go fer a feller's jug |
ar.”.

JNim lald the knife and pistol down |
on the floor. and procecded to examine
the umbrella, saylng, “yes. 1 reckon
you be right, Barb. I shud athink so. ™

With the remark, “I'll git somethin.*
Rarbara tripped lightly Into the bed-
room and gquickly returned with one
of ma's old colored walking skirts
“Yon jest wrap this 'bout yer neck
an 'l hold the lamp.*”

Captain Jim wrapped the akirt
about his neck, much as he would A
large mufer, and feeling some con-
fidence In hin armor he satd, "Barh.,
you wus born smart, you wus."

Rarbara grasped the lamp and impa-
tiently remarked. “Alr you ready? Oh.
I forgot, tham things must be pulled
away.” She replacad the lamp on the
floor and removed the chalrs and table
piled against the door,

Jim gripped the knife between his
teeth, held the umbrella with his left
hand, and pisto]l with his right, then
sald quletly, “I be ready.”

At that moment ma looked out from
the bedroom. The alght of Captain
Jim In his war paint sent her back
with sereams of laughter.

Barbara angrily shouted to ma “if
you don't stop that you'll scare them
cals away ™

Jim looked st the child aghast
“Damned If the gal ain't athinkin' It
be a plenle”™

Barbara having pushed the barrl
cade away, again picked up the lamp.
“Now™ sald she, “now, when | open
the door you jest bounce right in there
itke & bolt o' lightnin. Come closer.™

Jim began to realize his danger. It
must be remembered that he acted
from consclentious motives. It had
not gcourred to him that he encounter
ed any but wild anlmals In the wood.

Barbara's ridicule seemed to him
the very essence of innocence, and it

had the effect of making him very de- | YOU

termined to drive the animals away.
He was also urged on by the secret de
sire to be rded by Annie as a hero,
yot now, at the mament he Is about to
carry out his determination, s quall
ing feeling came over him, for he sald
softly and quite seriounly to himaelf,
“ton't reckon thet | dass tackle them
froclous eritters with them weopons
nlone

The child heard him and stared at
him. “What, alr you skeert already?
aald she astonished.

Captain Jilm returned the child's
stare for s moment, then pulled his
hat down over his eyebrows. He
humped his back and bowed his head
low for a rush. "“Count three, Barb,
! be a-golin' tew do or die fer Annle
1 shud a-think so.”

Barbara selzed the door knob with
ber right hand, then slowly sald, “one,
two, three, go,” and pushed open the
door.

Jim rushed Into the ahed, apreadiog
the umbeella and discharging the pls
tol right through It, and yelling In the
most frantic manner.

Wihen Barbara suddenly pushed
open the door, an Inrush of wind blew
out the lght. “Graclous” sald she,
“the lamp's blow'd out. Whew, IUs
cold, I'll jest git & mateh” and so
saylng, sbe reached out and pulled
the door shut

Finding himself In sudden darknens,
Jim backed up against the outer wall
nnd then holding the umbrella In
front of him, as a shield, ducked his
head under It for protection, and
velled “seat,” at every thrust of his
knife, which he made first on one
a}ﬂ: then on the other as fast an pos
nible,

In the meantime, while Barbara
lslsuraly lit the lamp, ma came out of
the bedroom and ssked if Captain Jim
wan frightened,

“I spock’ he 14" answered the ehild.
“anyway ho's a-hollerin’ ke a greased
u!l[ what's bein’ ketched. Harken tew
him.*

“Bring out the light. Yap, yap!"
yolled Jim, np he stabbed the alr with
the bread knife,

Barbara answered, “I's comin’, you
old hen™ i

“He you a-goln’ {o be all night n-com-
In'?™ ugaln called Jim from the shed.
“Bceat. Yap, yap!”

Barbara openad the door slowly and
entered the shed. “Pshaw, ther ‘aint
nuthin® here,” she said.

Mae had followed the child to the
door, and on seelng Captain Jim's rld.
feulous position, sank on u chalr near
the door, In a spasm of langhter,

Barbara sententiously remarked to
Jim, “must a druv “am out that door,

1 guess."”
Captain Jim qulckly recovered his
composure and wsaid “I jest reckon

they got skoert and skunked off.” He
then cautiously moved to the shed
door and pulled It shut. “Thar,
Annle’s elck tew." shutting wup
the umbrella. “Most lke & falut-

od, Thel Jeotle drap of bram
die'll eome In handy now, | shud
wthink 80" he then added In an un-
dertone. “Harb, bring me the lamp.”
fhe did as requested, but he could not
find the Aask, He earefully scraped
awny the spow, looked behind the
woodplle, and exclalmed, “Damned, (f
in  aln't gone” His  astonlshment
mingled with anger was plain.  He
cast & sharp, meaning look ot the
ohlld, 8he returted hig gass and sald
slowly, “wot's gone ™

Ho smartly flung the umbrella on
the woodpile, put the pistol In  his
pocket and proceeded to the kitchen,
saving & bit sternly to  Barbarm
“come In"

Captain Jim at ones turned to Annle
who was doubled up on the chalr, do-
Ing her utmost to control and con-
eeal the wild nt of laughter that had
selged her, He belleved she waa
“seared tew fits " His stern, fied ex-
presslon of countanance relaved, softe
oned, and gave place fo anxlety,

“My lmmaculate Annle,” he o6
doaringly oxelaimed, “1 ‘low'd It wud
come night & prostratin® you'” He
tenderly lfted her up, earried her
across the room and gently lald her on
the lounge. ‘Then thrusting bls hand
in his vest pocket, produced a allver
dollar, “Barb, go tew the nigheat
drug store fer some brandy” so say-
ing, ho lald the money on the table,

Barbara replied, "must go tew First
stroet.  Alat no drug stores out thie
way, Want me to go now ™

“Yen" answered Captaln Jim,
git back quick as you kin*™

“All right,” sald the child, as sha
pleked up the ecoln from the table,
“I'Il Jist git my coat an' Ay"

“Harb,” exclalmed he, fixing his eye |

meaningly on her, “a twolegged orit:
ter played thet game on me.”

“Must a-bin one of them coun-jars™
reaponded Barbars,

“Mum! understand ™
Jim, at the same time he alipped a
four-bit plece In her hand. “Thet's
fer Christmas sweets, you an' the
chlllun.™

Barbara smiled her aweetest ‘and
exclalmed, “all right. paps, mum alr
the word.” Bhe then hastened to the
bedroom for her coat

Captain Jim then removed the skirt
from around his nock and Iaid it on
a chalr and placed hia hat on top of
it. He then placed his hand on An
nle’s forehead, and excialmed, “my
poor darlin’*™

Annle opened her eyes, sat up and
sald, "Ob, Jim, I'm so Elad you are
nafe™

He wan a0 ploased that he at once
sat beslde her. “Your own Jim be
allve yot, my dear”

“1 was so frightensd. You will not
g0 away just yet, will you™ appealed
Annie, as dhe again svertesdd her face,
fearing snother burst of laurhier

He pressed close to her. The Invl
tatlon to stay a while with this fascl
nating creature was rapture itaslf. He
anewered with enthusinam: “Annle,
I'd be s-atayin’ with you 'till resurrec-
tion day If you'd me. [ shud
athink #0." Asd he gently encircled
her walst with his arm, |

“Oh, Jim, you are so
bnv:. 1 do not know how

“Jest give me one and 1 shud
think you thanked me a thousand
times tew much” he replied, leaning
over for & kiss,

fhe suspected he would attempt to
snatch one, and was not decelved,
she forestalled Bim by artfully lifting
a small phial, so that It accidentally
rubbed agalnst his nose.

He was Immediately seized with a
viclent fit of sneozing. Upon partial
recovery he sald, “Annle, thet be a
powerful smell”

Annie repressed a amile and explain-
t4, "only ammonis, Jim, my head
o hon w0

Jarbara, baving smeanwhile enterod
from the bedroom, wWas & witness to
the little checkmating move by her
mother. She saftly coughed.

Lin turned quickly and exclalmed in
a surprised tone, “Barbara.”

The child replied pertly,
necdn't “pollgize old gal ™

Ma frowned and sharply rejoined,
“Barbara, how dare " Bhe bowev-
er, quickly altered her tone, for she
uaw the child was dressed (o go out,
and with unexcelied artfulness, said,
“Why, where are you golng?™

The answer appeared to astoulsh
hor, for Barbara replied sUfMy, “ask
dad number two,” nodding toward
Captaln Jim.,

A dead silence ensued, which was at
length broken by Jim coughing. He
turned and discovered Annie looking
asknnce at him, “now, don't you be ask-
In' any questions, dear,” anticipating
her spoech and speaking 1o his moat
sunve and affable manner, “Thet be
my affalr. You fjest go right on,
Barb.,” and he walved his hand for
her to go.

“I'm a-movin® gov'nor,” replied the
child,

“l am afrald to let you go slons.
Wild animuls about, t0o,” sald ma, and
ahe looked at Jim.

But Jim did not heed the hint and
remained discreetly sllent, with his
@yes cast to the Roor,

Barbara proceeded to the front door,
stopped und looked back st ma, “oh,
I'm not skeert any,” replied the child.

“Well, hasten home As S00N a8 POs
aible.” commanded her mother,

“All right.” and Barbara passed out
into the darkness.

“Ha cynu afeclin’ better, dear?™
asked Captaln Jim.

“Yeu, Jim, but T am In dread of that
hateful MacDoneld,” replied Annle,

“Be he & worryln' of you much?®™

“You, Jim.” and then with a cough,
ltlella.gII .Im;alr “Aib," “He followed me
tonight, T think."

Cipuis 2 it i
atralght at the opposite wall,
an kunl;ﬂ'ﬂ‘)’nm ":.c be :IIIO villisn thet
took thet drap o' brandy."

f‘nnln lnstantly sasumed most aln
gular contortions.

Jim becams alarmed, thinking she
had taken a fit.

u,.“

(To be Continued.)
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FRUIT PROSPECTS IN LINN,

Prunea Will Yield Dig, but Poaches and
Pears are Biighted,

Frult men jeport that the prune
Iyvleld In Linn eounty ihis year will
excood that ol any previous season,
The numerous large orchards sroind
Albany have been coversd with blos
some, and now the friult has set sccoss.
fully. The weather has been just the
kind peeded, and nothing but & lroess
vonld now destroy b, The young Iruit
in too lnr advanced to be injuresd by
froats, unless thay were very heavy
and continned for soms thme,

There will be no peaches around hiers.
O the fruits which may be conald:
ores] & drop the yield in poars will prob-
ably be the lightsat, The pear trees
sonm to be bllghted. Enrly In the
soason the trees wers coversd with
blossoms, bul just about the time for
the frolt to st the blossoms withered
and died. It does not look like the
work of frost, but ls pronounced blight
by orehardists, ‘

Nothing but prolongsd cold wealhur
‘ean prevent the largest frolb yield io
| the history of Linn connty,

HEADED TOWARDS BURNS,

Surveyors for Rlectric Road Start Oul
from Raker Clty.

A surveylng party of 1¥ people under
Chisl Enginesr MHows wstarted from
Baker city recently to survey a roule
for an electric rallway (rom that place
to the John Day valley and Prairie
city, Malor J, W, Bania is having the
sarvey made In the interest of the
Oregon Wonder mine, The promoters
say that the road will aventually pene-
trate Harney county as lar as Burae.

Smalipox Under Comtrol,

For some time past the board of
health of the connty of Crook and eliy
ol Prioeville have been imsuing bulle
tine dally giving the lacts In regard to
the persone affectad with smallpox in
that city. Now all those having it ame
practioa’ly well of the diseare. 1t has
been concluded by the boand that be
nevesslty axiste for the further lasuance
of the bulletine. The board fully be.
lleves that the town is now entirely iree
frem the dissass, haviag had no pow
easen sinee Aprll 27, although there are
vow several casss In  gquarsntine who
were axposed prior to that time, and &
few of them may yot be siricken down.

Farm Mands Wanted,

oo et | Farm hanisin Esstern Oregos sre

| sonrce and larmers are u:rlpln to em-

loyment agencies st FPortland lor men,

here will be steady employment

throaghout the wheat and fruit belt lor

A great many more men than are ther

the crops are gare
Marton Crops Look Well,

A henvy shower of warm rain fell in
Marion county last Saturday and great
good will result to all growing rropa.
Farmers report crops generally lo an
excellent conditlon.

Dredges for Oregun Rivers

The war department has awarded Lo
| the Feathierstons foundry and machine
company, of Chieago, a conirsel for
bullding two dredges for use in Oregon
rivers, They will bulld one dredge for
(the Upper Willmnette and Yamhiil
rivars for $35,000, and another lor Lthe
Upper Colombia and Bonake 1o cost
|ln.500. Both dredges are to be ready

for use within six months.

Preparing for Log-Rolling.

The Woodwen of the World are pre-
paring o bhave & big log rolling In La
Grande May 18 and 19, One hundred
and twanty-five candidatos will be In-
itisted into the order at that time.
The program comprises a parade of
fraternal sovietion, competitive drill
for a trophy, log chopping and sawing
contest. Reduced rates have been se-
cured on the railrosds,

Brick Yard at Weaton Rushed,

The Weston brickyard ls working Its
full eapscity, turning sot 40,000 brick
per day, with more orders than it can
Al this sommer and fall, Lomber and
all kinds of bullding material ia short
in this section on account of the uo-
asus! number of new houses balng bullt
st Walla Walla, Pondleton and towns
ip this section of Umatilla county,

Unlon Depot Exhibit,

The board of trade of Dullss has
taken steps to collect materinl for an
exhibit to be lorwarded to the Oragon
Information buresn at the Union depot
In Portland, The board has contributed
& goodl sum of momney for the purpsoe,
and the county court has contributed
#$50 for the purpose of acting In concert
with the toard of trade.

Offers Fine Library Buliding,

The ladies of the CGrants Pase
woman's ¢lub have succeedad in getiin
Mr. Carnegle to change the amount o
his proposed donation for & library in
that city from $5,000 Lo §10,000, The
cltigans felt that they would rather
erect & creditable fiding, even
though the cost of maintaining the

libeary Is greater.

HAPPENINGS HERE IN OREGON

CROP PROSPUECTS GOOD,

Lastern Oregon Oraln Orowers and Fruit
Kalsers are Jubilant,

so far the fralt and grain prospects
for thin season's crop are excondingly
goodd in the eastern part of the state,
The backward season has kept the fruit
back, so that the late [rosls have not
dons any sericus damage, CGraln, es.
peclally whoat, In looking fAne, save for
the newd of rmin, which would be
grontly appreciatod by the dry land
larmors just now,

Frolt growets have late frosts to fear
wiways, In the lmmediate vicinity of
Haker City, bub In Pine sod Eagle val-
leys the season in from two W foar
weeks ahoad of the Tormer nelghbors
bl und late (rosts, owing o the lower
sltitode, are not ;0 mueh to be feared,

Farmers and  Iruligrowers, who are
prapars to lrrigate, ar In clover this
soasol, beenuwe there pever was such
an abandasce of snow o the moune
talne as there |8 this year,

LANE COUNTY'S ROADS,

Much Labor and Money Has Made Them
Pinest In the State,

The matter of improvement of roads
has reosived more attestion in Lane
county than In any other ecunty in the
state, and the interest which s now
mnnilest in other counties Is to & large
extont attributable to the resalis that
have attended the effoils In lane
county for years past. Observing vie-
Iore bave remarked repoatedly about
the condition of the Lans connty roads
as compared with roads In other places,
and these remarke have resuited in
oihers iaking up with ihe work that
has proven so successfal,

Clean-Up on Mydraulic Placers,

Nome 700 In gold dust and nuggets,
the reguiar monthly elsan-ap of the
Bt. Helons & Galloe hydraalle placer
mineg, of the Galles distirict, was
brought into Grants Pass & fow days
ago  Thes placers have enjoysd & fipe
ran this sason, and have yot seversl
weoks of work ahead of them before
thelr water gives out.  They are bulld-
lug & huge reservolr sand enlarging their
ditehos, with the intention of deriving
s water supply whereby thelr glanis
ean be operated the whole year throogh.

Wood Supply Ia Short.

Thers in n very serious shortage In
the supply of frewood In Balem, and
prices are cortain to be high this sum-
mwer and next winter. Thers laa possl-
bility of what may slmost be & wood
famine, lor the amount of wood that
han been cut is far short of the quan-
tity that will be peeded lor hame ase.
An & consequance of this pondition of
affairs thare will be good money In the
wood bosiness for farmers who Lave
tmber they can eot,

Lastern Ovegon Normal Oradustes.

The graduating clase of the Weston
state normal school pext month will
conslel of 12 young ladies and gentle-
men, Extensive preparations are
being made for the commencement ex-
orcisen, The Weston college Is one of
the largest, most imposing and com-
plete school planis in the siate, FPres-
ident French will spend his vacation
eampalgning for an Inereased scholar-
abip lor next term.

PORTLAND MARKETS.

Wheat—Walls Walls, 70@71¢; val-
ley, 76@ 700,

Barley—Fead, §21.00 per ton; brew-
ing, 923,

Flour —Bast grades, §5.05@4.25 ; gra-
bham, §8. 46085, 85,

Millstoffe—Bran, §10 par ton; mid-
t.llll;n. $24; shorts, 819.50820; chop,

Oats — No. 1 whita, §1.5181.20;
grar, 1125 @1,18 per contal,

Hay—Timothy, §15@18.60; clover,
$10@11; cheat, $11@12 per ton,

Potatoss— Best Burbanks, B0o per
sick: ordioary, 26@a0o per cental,
growers' prices; Morced swests, 158
3,50 per cental,

Ponltry—Chickens, mixed, 11@18¢;
fuu. 18 14e; hens, 1%0; turkeys,
Ive, 16@17c; dressed, 20@2%0; ducks,
$7.00@7 .60 per dosen ; yeose, 68,50,

Oheeso—Fuoll cream, twine, 104 ®
17¢; Young Amerioa, 17@17'50; fact-
ory prices, 1ie1'5c; loss,

B:‘M;.l’nuy“u-::-n. 2% ° ’r!
pound; exiras, 2lo; dairy, 22 M0,
stare, 106 18c, .

Egga~16@17¢ per dossn,

Hope—Choles, 18@200 per pound,

Woll—Valley 124@15: Bastern Ore-
gon, 8@14; mobalr, 35@306e.

Heol — Gross, cows, B}{@4c per
pound; steers, 4 5{@be; drossed, 7¥c.

Veal—8@8 Mo,

Motton—Gross, 7@7 Mo pound ;
dressed, @¥e, ]
,“l:nhl—ﬁm, 4o per pound fdreesed,

H T@M7
m‘—'t:::..louow poundy




