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the earllest years
postnge stamps of
this country have varied
Thelr use Was
an act of

1he

in desizn

sanctionasd by

Congress March 3, 1847, |

A tentative fssue had

been tesued at the postoflice of New
York and In 8t Lonis two years before.
In 1845 and In Dhode Tsland In 1546
The first stamps issusd were for 5 and
an wre the portralts of

lin and Washington At varions
mmplete  series  varying in

o) conts was |ssyed

i on the Stamps were

I eant;  Jackson
2.cont w ngion, J-cent; Lincoin.
B-eent - Jefforson, 1-cent : Clay, 12-vent

Webhsgter, 10.-vent; Reotl, 24-cent; Ham- |
Hton, $ieent: Perry. pO-cent, and Stan- |
ton, T-ent Most of these portralts

were drawn from marbles, but Stanton
was reproduecsd from a photograph.
Rowland HIll of Engiand was found
er of the modern postnl system. Eng-
land, sceepting his scheme of postal |
reform. was the first country to intro- |
Auee the system of dellvering prepald
letters carrying postage stnmpa. A story
has It thar Sir Rowland was staying
#t an inn In northern England. While |
there he saw the postman dellver tu'
his host's daugliter a letter whieh she
returned unopenskl. as she had not a
shilling to pay for its delivery. Moved
to compassion by the Hngering fondness |
with which she turped the letter r-\'erl
In her hands, carefully studying r-w.-_v|
mark on Its exterior, Sir Rowland ten-
dered a shilling to the postman, who |
teft the letter. Then the innkeeper's |

dauzhter. embarrassed by his kindness. | nated as the place for all
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of |
stamped envelopes, stamped letter pa-
per and adhesive Inhels or stamps In |

This first governmental Isspe

England was In 1840

in 1597, stamped wrappers under |
“go-frees” had been used |
experimentally and bhad been recom-
mended to the chancellor of the ex- |
chequer for adeption by the govern- |
ment. In Tmndee, a printer named |
James Chalmers printed stamps from

fare

the name of

‘ordioary type, washing thelr backs with

gum, He showed them to bis neigh-
bors, but made no public mention of
them untll November, 1837, nine months |
after Bir Rowland HI1ll had drawn the
attention of the commissioners of the |
postoffies 1o the possibliities of using

adhesive stamps when people
bought unstamped envelopes to the
postoffice

The poatal system derives Its very
name from the posts placed aiong Ro-
man roads to mark points where courl-
ers took dispatches. But the modern
postal system with Its prepald postage,
with lts system of levying postal trib-
ute on the basis of welght and not dis-
tanee, s letter boxes, Its dellvery of
parcels and newspapers and money or-
ders, dates from Sir Rowland HIL

The earllest officlal notice of & postal
service In the American colonles (s
found In the records of the general|
eonrt of Massachusetts In 1639. The
house of Richard Fairbanks In Boston
was under the ruling of the court desig-
letters

explained that It wus unnecessary. She | yropght from across the seas or to be

and her brother. unable o pay postage. | gane thither.

bad arranged A code of communteation. | for every letter which lie recelved or

While she handled letter she had
Iearned what he wished her to know.
Whether this story be true or not,
Bir Rowland HI1l, who was only Mr.
HII at the time, as he was knlghted
later, early realized the Inadequacy of
the postal system of England and ar-
flently advoents] his  system. under
which postage should be prepald

the

He was allowed a8 penny

sent. In Virginla, every planter was
required to provide a messenger to car-
ry letters ne they arrived at his plan-
tatlon to the next one. He forfelted
a hogshead of tobaceo shonld he fall
to do so. In 1672, the government of
New York established a monthly post
between New York and Boston. In 1602
the office of postmaster general for

Three years be- | office in 1753

America was created Benjamin Frank- |
lin, who had been appointed postmastar
of Philadeiphia In 1737, was given the
He visited all the Im
portant postoffices. Though his reforms
made the ofice bring In a clear rev.
enne, he was removed by the king In
1774, but shortly after was appolntad
to the same office by the Continental
Congress. The first postmaster of the
United States of Amerien was Samuel
Osgood. When he took charge of the
department the country had seventy-
five postoffices, I
The charge for the dellvery of letters |
was bass] on distances coversd and)|
varled from 6 cents for thirty miles to
25 cents for 450 miles. Until 1863, dis
tance was the basis of cost. In that
year a uniform rate of postage Ignor-
ing the distance was flxed st § cents
Oct. 1, 1883, this was reduced to 2
cents. During the early days of Alas-
kan development, every letter dellversd
in Nome cost the government $1.
Though the use of adhesive postage
stamps was authorized ln 1847, prepay-
ment by stamps was not made compuls-
ory untll 1S58 A uniform free dellv-
ery system was not lostituted until
1813, though the penny post existed in
n number of citles In 1862, the carrlers
remunerating themselves by the ollec
tion of a yoluntary fee of from 1 to 2
eents for ench plece of mall delivered.
A conventlon held in Parls In 1878

| waorid,

A Boyw Village.

Iz Westchester County, New York,
sveriooking the Hudson river, & eol-
ony of 300 hoys has been gathered
They are lads who have tripped or
been tunibled into the rough places of
the worid; their sense of self-respect |
eruelly neglected nmlidl dirty city streets |
and all sorts of misers. Put under |
military diseipline and given tasks af
work and study, the boys are housad,
clothed and fed in attructive, spacious
rottnges. The grounds and bulldings
cost over $1.500.000, and the boys' Vil
lnge Is a model place In every respect.
S0 far as possibie the young fellows
are given work that aecords with their
tustes. Some work out of doors In the
gardens and among the farm nnimals,
while others learn trades In the shops

Each lad stays In the village until
he reaches the age of 21, when he |s
glven 2150 to start him out In the
equipped with knowledge -

at n benith resort where there are
warm mineral springs. In the heart of

the Japanese motninins. Patients at
this sanitarivm often remaln iu the
water for a month at a time. At

plght they put a %tone on their laps
to keep them from Hoating down
gtream. And If it should be ohjected
that this is an unheaithy method of
coudurting a heaith resort, reference
has only tn he made to the earstaker
of the estahlishment. a hearty old man
over 80 years of nge, who frequently
remuins in the bath all winter, direct:
ing the business of the pluce from u
station waist-deep in the warm, How
ing water.

N0 SLEEP IN THE GRAVE.

.

Archidearon Colley Thinks the Seo-
Called Dead Arve Still Allve.

Of humankind there are ao dead,

says Archdeacon Colley, rector of

abling him to enrn his livelihood. Ev-
ery effort Is made to Inspire the boys
with hope, cournge, Integrity and a
desire to win respected places in the

| towns and cities to which they may go

Some of the graduntes are now in the
Western States, they have
ganined positions of publie trust. Some
of them admit that they are more for-
tunate than they might have been had
they been horm of rich parents

where

made varlous lmprovements In the reg-
uiations and provided for a postal con-
gress to consider revision af all pend-
ing tules at least every five years, The
Internatlonal Postal Upfon thus effect-
ed works eomstantly for the simplif-
eation and [dentification of postal sys-
toema, The rate fixed by the first con-

{vention. of 5§ cents for each half unit

of weight for ordinary letters still pre-
valle, save that recently specin] conven-
tlons reducing It to 2 ecents have been
arranged between this eountry and
England and thls conntry and Germany.
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M. Luecroix, a member of the French
Acndemy of Sclences, read a paper be-
fore that learned soclety on the many-
facture of sapphires. He has discov-
ered practically the eomposition of the
precions stone, and has succeeded In
sbtaining some specimens which almost
resemble the res) stone, It ean not be
said that M. Lacroix has yet discov-
pred the exact process, for those which
be has obtulned would not impose upon
r skilled lapldary who subjected them
o a severe test

The climbing perch (Anabas Sean-
flens), of which six examples have re-
cently received at the London
Zoologleanl Gardens. s an interesting
case of a fish which i able to spend a
ronsiderable time out of Its native ele-
ment. The climbing perch is able to
make some progress on land by the
movement of its pectoral and wventral
fing, It ls even able to ¢limb trees, and
has been found o & palm tree several
feet from the groumd. It Is difficult to
get It to display these pecullarities In
ronfinement.

The little black people of Africa, so
Aramatically described by Stanley, are
ot the only pygniles produced by that
wonderful contiuvent. [b Liberie and
Blerrn Leone are found pygmy hippo-
potamus, some specimens of which have
recently been sent to Eogland. These
anlmals are described as belng more
llke plgs In thelr hablts than like their
gigantic relafives. A good mud-hole is
guite sufficient for them. They seem to
prefer solitude In their native haonts,
going abonut singly, and when two are
seen in company thes almost Invariably
consist of a mother and her caif,

President Schurman of Comell Uni-
voersity calls attention to the need of
the development of a type of engineer
specialiy skilled in everything relating
to hydraulies. Water, he remarks, a
flestined from now an to play A great
part In the économle development of the
United States. It is hereafter to be
nsed on & vast senle for power and for
frrigatlon, as well as for pavigatlon.
The maximum benefit to he got from
the use of water will be sought in the
East from navigation amd power, and
In the West from irrigntion and power.

ey

One of the upezploined phenomena
of what Prof. 1. G. Honney calls the
“world's ice mantle,” Is the alternate
edvance and retreat of the giaclers, At
present, says Prof. Bonney, only In
B?andlnavln. and perbaps at Mount St

Ellas. are the glaclers beginning to ad-
vance |n notable nombers. In the Alps
n general retreat of the glaclers began
about 1541. At first It was rapld. but
the rate afterward siackened. Townrd
the end of the nineteenth century a gla-
cler here and there slightly retraced its
steps. but the majority are still either
slowly shrinking or stationary,

The remarkable fact that the earlleat
kupown ancestor, or primitive type, of

the modern whale bore heavy armor on
Its back, In the form of sirong, bony
plates has recently been set forth by
the German paleontologist, Dr. Abel.
The plates occaslonally found assocl-
ated with the remgins of the primeval
form of whale have generally been re-
garded as bhavlug belonged to glgantic
turties, but the German Investigations
show that they were part of the skele-
ton itzelf. They resemble in thelr char-
acter the Impenetrable bony shells of
the huge giyptodonts that formerly In-
hablted Sonth Amerlea. The suggestion
Is made that at the time when they
carried armor whales were amphihious
| ereatures. living on the coasts and
needing special protectlon from break-
ers and from sharks.

Seclng nnd Listening.

"Here's a sort of queer thing,” sald
A pearsighted man. 1 am very near-
sighted. Strong glasses are indispensa-
ble to me for ordinary, genernl seeing
In my gologs nbout, but when 1 ait
down (o read | take off my ginsses
and bring the print up to within the
natural focus of the eye. It seems to
me that reading with the natural eye I
can read with o more Intlmate and a
clearer understanding.

“Bo much for my reading without
spectacles, and now here Is the thing
that is queer to me, If when I am
reading thus, with my glasses off,
somebody comes along to spenk to me,
why, then, to get a clear nnderstand-
lng of that question I must have on
my spectacies,

“80 1 say, or | would say If this hap-
pened at home where 1 know the peo-
ple, *Walt a minute till 1 get on my
spectacies” amd I would put them on
nnd then say, ‘Now go ahend.’ and renl-
iy. with my spectacies on, with my

sharpest definition of things In general
to the eye, 1 get the clearest apprebet-
slon of things sald to me.

“80 In reading I do hest with my
glasses off, but in understanding things
sild to me, in listening, | do best with
my glisses on.  There I8 one modificn-
tlon to this—where there Is no lght, as
In a dark room, where 1 can't see, 1
can understand equally well with eor

pwer of sseing nt its best, with the|

HOW BABY FOOLED NURSE.

Sterner Measnres
“Really,” sald Nervey. “1 want you

Necessary.

to be my wife,
‘No.'*

“Mr. Nervey." replied the hefress, “I
wonldn't think of saying ‘No' to you—"

“Ah!”

“It wouldn’t have any effect on you.
‘g0 1 think the best thing | can do &
to yell for the police.”—The Catholle
Standard and Times.

Come, now, don't say

Cheap Hoard,

New . Curate—Can any of you tell me
how much It costs to board an automo-
blle here?

Old Resident—About thirty doliars,
I thini.

Young M. D.—But it only costs twen-
ty-five to board a horse.

Miss Stenographer—And 1t only costs
five cents to board a trolley.—Success
Magnzine,

The Only One,
| “You say your son Is hard to manage,
Mr. Jims. Does he display any natural
bent?"’

“Yes, I think he Is golng to be a
ecrook."—Baltimore American.

When & man goes to town to visit,
it is thought funny If he remains two
days, but a woman I8 expected to re-
mailn at least two months, and haye
parties given In her honor,

The fools are not nll dead yet, and,

without glasses,"—New York Sum.

what I8 more, they pever will be.

bw Tqm'l lus
Paris -
pa.m'r-' old

| Hayseed said.

A‘nd 1 hear Svom

Those That know

fien.
[ That wes paidling
mﬂitl, ved-'

gone 1'0

To

A Confession.
Dear little boy, with wondering eyes
That for the light of knowledige yearn,
Who have such faith that 1 am wise
And know the things that you would
learn,
Though oft I shake my head and amile
To hear your childish questions flow,
I must not meet your faith with guile:
I cannot tell; 1 do not know.

Dear little boy, with eager heart,
Forever on the quest of truth,
Your riddles oft are past my art
To answer to your tender yonth.
But some day you will understand
The things that now [ cannot say,
When life ghall take you by the hand
And lead you on its wondrous way.

Dear little boy, with hand in mine,
Together through the world we fare,
Where much that I would fain divine
1 have not yet the strength to benr.
There are many things 1 may not ask:
Like you, I hold another hand,
And haply, when | do my task,
I, too, sball understand.

May Be Read Both Ways,
Palindromes are words or sentences
which read the same way, whether
they are spelled backwards or for-

amples of this curlous orthographleal
phenomenon :

himself to Eve).

Able was I ere I saw Elba (Napo-
leon reflecting on his exila),

Nnme no one man.

a drug store window. Heads the same
from the Inside as from the outside.)
Draw puplil’s lip upward. (Direction
to visiting school nurses.)
No, 1t is opposition.

opposition. (Sentence from n debate.)
Yreka Bakery.
shop In Yreka, Cal.)
In the Latin Ianguage pallndromes
are not infrequent. But If you believe

«{they occur often In English, try the
experiment ; see If you can discover any.

Baths at 110 Degrees.

The Japanese are fond of bathing in
extremely hot water. Ther are, In
fact, the most cleanly, according to our
‘Western notion, of any of the Enstern
peopies. Thelr bath I8 taken as fre
quently as twice a day, often at a tem-

helt.

the amphibious lives, half In water apd

| world, now dead and buried as to their

wards. Here are a number of good ex-

Madam I'm Adam (Adam Introduces

Red root put up to order, (Bign for

No, It Is opposed; art sees trade’s

(8lgn over a baker's

perature of about 110 degrees Fahrep.
An odd description has been given of
half out, like frogs, led by the visitors

Stockton, Rughy, Eugland, in the De-
lineator. Man I8 man becnuse he Is,
a8 the Banskrit “mann” sugeests, the
“thinker,” or one that has consclons-
ness of his being, which consclousness
gurvives the change called “death”
which is but os sleep to wakefulness.
The worn physieal of this lfe ma-
chine, the body. falls off, as In slumber,
| from the psyehleal that Indwells with
it (body mbode) and keeps the wheel
work (“we are fearfully and wonder-
fully made”) on the go, and there Is
searcely # moment's hiatus as the
changing sentinels of the oxygen and
hydrogen and carbon and other ele
ments composing 1t, departing, shisper
the password to the even more volatile
arriving atoms of the sonl. Hence, In
the falling in of the outer man upaon
the Inner and the blending of the
twaln, mortality Is swallowed up of Iife
with no far, jolt or any cessation of
belng, since complete insensliility or
unconsclousness has no part in the
transaction.

More alive, Indeed, than ever Is the
condition Immediately consequent on
the fallure of the heart's systolic net-
lons and the Invelutions and econvolu-
tions of the gray matter of the
braln, no longer vibrant to the motlons
of thought playing Its reminiscences of
earth memories now transposed to life’s |

higher clef and the beat of perfected
rhythmle harmonies.
For true Is the TLatin statement,

mors janun vite, death Is the gate of
life. Hence continuous and Immedlate
and consclous being, with no sleeping
In the grave; for, ns the burlal service
of the Church of Eugland says, “The
souls of the falthful after they are (e-
livered from the burden of the flesh
are in joy and felicity.™

This I know, not from credal or ee-
clesinstical affirmation, or even from
logieal Induction of this life's being a
bateful ghnstly blunder, If not a curse,
but from the teachings of many vears'
experience and close personnl acquaint
ance with those who have lived in this

earthly body, returning time and aguin
in a reconcreted, wonderfully abnormal.
corporesl form to company with me
and others meeting together in domestle
worship with praise and prayer to give
them weleome back for am hour to
learn of the higher life they have at-
tained. From whom, by many ludis-
putable prooofg, visible, audible. tan-
gible, T and those with me have appre-
hended there ean be no gainsaving the
fact that the so-called “dead” are alive.

Growing 0ld & ¥Habit,

Not long ago the former secretary
of & Justice of the New York supreme
conrt committed suleide on his 70th
birthday.
“The Statute of Limitatlons: n Brief
Essay on the Osler Theory of Life”
was found beside the dead bods. It
read, In part:
“Threescore and ten—this Is the
Seriptural statute of lUmitations. After
that, active work for man ceases: his

“l am seventy—threescors and ten—
and I am fit only for the chimney cor-
nee .. . »

This man had dwelt 8o long on the
so-called Osler theory—that a man |Is
practically useless and only a burden
to himself and the world after sixty—
and ‘the Biblleal limitatlon of life to
threescore years and ten, that he made
up his mind be would end it all on his
T0th birthday.
+ Leaving aside Dr. Osler's theory,
there is no doubt that the mcceptance
in a strictly literal Sense of the Biblleal
life limit has proved a decided injury
to the race. We are powerfully influ-
enced by our self-imposed lUmitations
and convictions, and it is Wwell known
that many people dle very near the
limit they set for themselves.
there 18 no probabllity that the Psalm-
st had any Idea of setting a limit to
the life perlod, or that he had any
nuthorgtg:;whauver for so dolng. Many
of the.sayings in the Bible which peo-
ple take 8o literally are meraly
of speech to illustrate an ides. So fyr
as the Blble Is concerned, there is just
as much reason for setting the life
limit at one hundred and twenty or
even at Methuselah’s age (nine hun-
dred and sixty-nine) as at seventy or
elghty. There is no evidence in the
Scriptures that even suggests the ex-
Istence of an age lUmit beyond which
man was not supposed or allowed to
pass. In fact, the whole aplrit of the
Bible Is to encourage long life through

and  healthful living.—Orison

| hard one.

time on earth has expired, . . . 1

Yet | ph

Why They Wanted George.
The young wife answered the phopa
“That’s unother eall for George," she
eald to her mother. “Somebody wanly
him to coms somewhere and play
bridge. ¥s tha Zhird Invitation he's
had this evening.”

“That would seem to indlcate"” sald
the mother, “that George Is very pope-
lar."

The young wife sniffed.

“It unguestionably Indieates” she
sald, “that George is an eusy loser—
Cleveland Plain Dealer,

PILES CURED IN 6 TO 14 DAYS
PAZO OINTMENT is guamnteed to cure sy
case of ltching, Blind, Bleeding or

Piles in § to 14 days or money refanded.  Ge.

¥Florrors of Minstrelsy, 1
Bones—AMistah Walkah, kin yo' tell'ms
w'y & waud caucus am like a yaliss?
Interlocutor—No, George: that's &
Why s a ward caucus liks s
valian?

Bones—'Canse yo' most fin'ly petkalt
afo' yo' carries it P
Interlocutor—Ladies and  gemtlames,
Siz. Jarr de Roofoff, the eminent asd
popular basso, will now sing the touch
ing ballad, *Think of the Microbes on'a
Bireet Car Strap !"—Chicago Tribune.

-

Mothers will find Mm, Winslow's

Byrup the best remedy to tse for their
dusing he wwothing period.

Tumed. 7
“Are you happler than you werebs
fore yon were married?"
“I can't answer that question.™
“Why not?" =¥
“Well, you see, I've got so that 1
have to accept my wife's opinion onall
subjects. And when you ask me abodt
this one, you put me in a quandar. [
can't very well put it to her, can 1!
And without asking bher, 1 can’t b
sure."—Cleveland Leader.

Tactless.

“He's not what you eall strictly hand
some,” gald the major, heaming through
his glasses on an utterly hideous baby
[u It lny howling in its mother's arms
“but it's the kiud of face that grows
on you."

“It's not the kind of face that ever
grew on you," was the unexpected re
ply of the indignant mother; “yoml
be much better looking if It badl™=
Detroit News-Tribune.

Ig t, but Careful E
“Ignorance neatly ulways makst
fools of us" sald a lecturer. "I ™
member a man, ignorant of etiquetit
who once sat beside me at a publc
dinner. I noticed that this man, 8
soon a8 he was seated, took up O
by one the knives at the right d"
plate and began to try their edges &
his thumb. A ‘waiter behind bi#&
leaned forward and sald o & H?
tone;
““The knives are all sharp, sit’ °
“‘The point is' sald my nelghtof
‘'m looking for a blunt ope. |
time T attended a banguet here I
my mouth’ "

In Distress.
The beautiful maiden was >
from loneliness. In & voice scarcely ol

anne
Swett Marden, {a Success Magasing,




