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Although New Year’s Eve parties tend to be 
similar from year to year, hosts can explore the many 
ways to make their celebrations stand out from those 
of years past. Th is handy guide provides ideas to your 
get creative juices fl owing.

• Establish a color palette. Many people equate 
New Year’s Eve with the gold and silver hues of 
champagne. However, you can use any festive color 
for your party. Use the same colors on everything 
from invitations to dinnerware to take-home favors. 

• Encourage guest input. Guests understand the 
cost of hosting and the amount of planning necessary 
to throw a festive party, and many will likely reach 
out to ask what they can do or bring. Figure out in 
advance which aspects of the party you want your 
guests to take care of so you have a ready answer 
when the inquiries start rolling in.

• Keep musical tastes in mind. A fun party 
usually includes an array of familiar songs and music 

that appeals to the masses. When compiling a party playlist, choose 
songs guests are sure to know and love. Mix these in with a few of 
your favorites. You can even ask guests to provide the names of three 
favorite songs when they RSVP. 

• Dim the lights. Bright lights can make guests feel intimidated 
and awkward. Set the mood by turning off  overhead lights, opting 
for ambient lighting instead. For a fun eff ect, string holiday lights 
around the room or use a portable disco ball to spread sparkling 
colors on the fl oor and ceiling. Candles are another option for 
intimate aff airs, but should be avoided as a safety measure if you’re 
having a large crowd.

• Set out New Year’s fi ll-in-the-blank cards. Encourage guest 
participation with an entertaining idea. Print out small cards that 
guests have to complete. Phrases like, “Th e bad habit I want to quit 
is ___” or “____ was the silliest thing I did last year,” can be fun to 
do and share. Guests can take turns guessing whose card is being 
read.

• Have the party catered. Unless you want to spend the evening 
in and out of the kitchen, invest in catering. Guests of a late party 
won’t expect a three course meal. However, platters of sandwiches, 
appetizers and other little munchies will fi t the bill. Remember, 
caterers may book up fast this time of year, so be sure to reserve 
service well in advance of your party.

• Create a specialty drink. In addition to toasting champagne 
or sparkling wine, serve a specialty drink creation. Th is can be a 
beverage that ties into your color scheme or the theme of the party. 
Dessert drinks, such as chocolate martinis or vanilla cake-fl avored 
vodka mixers, may be the right fl avor for your aff air. As the host, 
you should remember to provide non-alcoholic alternatives as well.

• Consider more substantial food aft er midnight. Encourage 
guests to eat more and drink less once the clock has struck midnight. 
Casseroles and other baked dishes are easy to make in advance and 
have on hand. A breakfast buff et of pancakes, toast and omelets also 
will fi ll guests up with something more substantial than chips and 
dips.

New Year’s Eve parties are a great way to refl ect on the last year 
and look forward to a new one, and hosts can take steps to make 
their parties memorable for all the right reasons.

~ FEATURED LOW-CARB SELECTIONS ~

SALMON: Grilled, Poached, or Blackened

CHICKEN BREAST: Boneless, Skinless Breast of Chicken

SHRIMP SKEWERS: 2 Grilled Shrimp Skewers

All of the above are served with
Green Beans or Mixed Steamed Veggies and a Shrimp Dinner Salad

BBQ PORK RIBS: Baby Back Pork Ribs with the

James Gang BBQ Sauce

BLACKENED SALMON CEASAR SALAD

NEW ITEMS

Hi, Welcome toMo’s

Mo’s Old Town, Florence • Daily 11 am - 8 pm
Serving Bowls of comfort for Over 50 Years • 541-997-2185

®

®
Mo’s Old Town, Florence • Daily 11 am - 8 pm

Serving Bowls of comfort for Over 50 Years

RestaurantMo’s

Every Month Mo's has brought in special "Motivation for Kids"

tables which raise money for local charities that are devoted to helping

the wellbeing of local children. This month Headstart of 

Florence  is the local charity being honored.

and for dessert...
MARIONBERRY OR PEACH COBBLER FOR $4.25 

ADD ICE CREAM FOR $1.00 MORE

CRAB QUESADILLA FOR ONLY $9.95
MAKE IT A DINNER FOR AN EXTRA $3.00

165 MAPLE ST. • 541-997-9811• WWW.MAPLESTREETGRILLE.COM

Open for Lunch & Dinner • Lunch Specials Daily

Reservations Suggested.

Now taking reservations for

NEW YEAR’S EVE

COME TRY OUR NEW LOCAL HUCKLEBERRY VODKA MARTINI

Reservations 

welcome

Where good friends & 

great food come together!

Where good friends & 

great food come together!

Hours: Monday-Sunday 11:00am to Close   

  Happy Hour: Monday-Friday 3:00pm to 5:00pm

1285 Bay Street 

in Old Town Florence

(541) 902-8338

Wednesday 

Prime Rib Dinner $16
Th ursday 

Spaghetti & Meatballs 
Dinner $10

Friday 

Prime Rib Sandwich 
Lunch Special

Ring in the New Year with festive party ideas

LocalLocal  DiningDining

 

Ring in the New Year 
AT 

SSurfside Restaurant 
Chef New Year’s Eve Specials 

Four course specials  

 T-Bone Steak  

Mediterranean Chicken 

Lobster  

 

CALL 541-997-8263 

For Reservations 
Regular Dinner Menu available 

 

Open at 7 a.m. for Breakfast 

The Grill & Lounge 
a t  S a n d p i n e s

WEEKDAY 

LUNCH SPECIAL
2 FOR THE PRICE OF 1

OFFER AVAILAB LE MON-FRI 12-4P M

EXPIRES 1/29/16

1201 35th Street at Kingwood, Florence
541-997-4623Highway 101 & 35 St.

2150 Hwy. 101 • Florence
(541) 997-3475 • 1-800-348-3475

Let Paul show you a new car or truck.Let Paul show you a new car or truck.

Stop by today!Stop by today!

Florence Rotary Club mem-

bers once again raised enough

money to purchase turkeys and

chickens for the community

Christmas baskets. This year’s

goal was to raise $6,800 to pur-

chase 325 turkeys and 100

chickens to go in the baskets. 

Turkeys were in short supply

due to West Nile disease and

the drought, causing them to be

very expensive this year.

Thanks to $ 2,000 in donations

from the Florence Kiwanis

Club and Banner Bank, the

Florence Rotary Club was able

to raise the money to buy the

turkeys and chickens.

The Soroptimist Club of

Florence purchases the rest of

the food that goes into the food

baskets. The food baskets con-

tain enough food for each fam-

ily to last a week.

The list of items included

canned vegetables, cranberries,

peanut butter, jam, applesauce,

fruit cocktail, a bag containing

potatoes, carrots, apples and

oranges, oatmeal, crackers,

stuffing, eggs, milk, margarine,

dinner rolls and a chicken or a

turkey. 

The food baskets were given

away at the Siuslaw Middle

School Dec. 19.

Florence Rotary has applied

for and received a matching

grant from Rotary District 5110

for $900.

Club members donated the

rest of the money necessary to

purchase the turkeys and chick-

ens. The Florence Rotary Club

each year donates its time and

resources to help others in the

community. 

The Rotary’s annual auction

raises enough money to pro-

vide more than $40,000 in

scholarships for Siuslaw and

Mapleton high schools and

Lane Community College. 

Anyone who would like to

donate to the community

Christmas basket program or

would like to know more about

Rotary International can con-

tact Ron Caputo at 541-997-

4961.

Local organizations help with Christmas baskets

Carol Bennett from Soroptimist of Florence, Rotarian Ron Caputo, 

and Florence Rotary President Crystal Farnsworth

COURTESY PHOTO

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Melody Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-2151
5464 Sunny Acres Road – End of the road pri-

vacy just minutes from town. 2700 sq. ft. luxury

home on 3+ acres. Nice detached garage, beau-

tiful cooks kitchen, large family and living room,

vaulted ceilings and fireplace. $335,000. #2521-

15532104

Backstreet Gallery, 1421

Bay St., invites everyone to

enjoy “Stormy Weather” from

January through February,

when gallery membership will

join together as they create

their own “Stormy Weather”

art pieces.

Greet the New Year with the

reception Saturday, Jan. 9,

from 3 to 5 p.m. 

Local singer-songwriter

Stephen McVay will bring his

soulful violin into Backstreet's

New Year’s mix, along with

his fine guitar. 

The gallery will be loaded

with great food, unique art,

and live entertainment in cele-

bration of 2016.

‘Stormy Weather’ through

February at Backstreet

The City Council Grant

Program will be accepting

applications Jan. 1 through

Feb. 15 at 5 p.m.

Applicants can apply for up

to $1,000 and the program will

be awarding a total of $5,000

for fiscal year 2015-16.

Applicant funding requests

need to relate to at least one of

the City Council Goals.

In order for an application

to be eligible, it must meet the

following eligibility criteria:

� Organization is a recog-

nized nonprofit organization

or affiliate of such an organi-

zation; and

� Organization is located

within the City of Florence or

serving City of Florence resi-

dents; and

� Provides assistance for

essential utilities, food, cloth-

ing, or shelter; or

� Provides educational or

recreational opportunities for

children or seniors; or

� Generates/supports eco-

nomic activity in Florence.

Applications, eligibility

information and submission

instructions are available on

the City of Florence’s website

at www.ci.florence.or.us.

For information, contact the

City of Florence at 541-997-

3437.

City Council grant program

seeks applicants until Feb. 15 
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