
“Dearly Beloved.” That’s a

song from the ever popular

Broadway musical comedy

“Li’l Abner.” It’s a lollapalooza

production number where

Dogpatch preacher Marryin’

Sam sings about his Eight-

Dollar Wedding with the effer-

vescence of a shaken can of

soda pop. 

So what does that song have

to do with the show of the same

title currently on stage at

Florence Playhouse?

Both are comedies about love

and marriage set in the South —

Arkansas in “Li’l Abner” and

Texas in “Dearly Beloved.” 

While “Dearly Beloved” sug-

gests musical numbers — you

can almost cue the songs — the

only music comes in snatches

of recorded country songs like

“Pistol Packin’ Mama” during

scene changes. The play’s roller

coaster rhythm is propelled by

laughter.

The South lends itself to

laughter, perhaps because the

South is larger than life. We

love accents and exaggerated

storytelling, and “Dearly

Beloved” characters spin sto-

ries and drawl a-plenty, y’all.

And there’s plenty of corn-

pone laughter as one zinger fol-

lows another, from one connip-

tion fit to the next, as the town’s

big elegant wedding turns into a

potluck with a huge hog sim-

mering behind The Tabernacle

of the Lamb church; three bick-

ering sisters; a fortune teller

who sees coins in the stars; a

UPS driver shanghaied into per-

forming a wedding; an enter-

prising florist; twins, one of

whom is the bride; a rattle-

brained reluctant fiancé; a sus-

picious spouse; a gun-totin’

Highway Patrolman; a snooty

groom’s mother and a missing

bride and groom.

In all this hokum, will the

preacher ever say “Dearly

beloved?”

Will the elder sister admit to

the change of life? Will the

middle sister get her fiancé to

the altar? Will the youngest sis-

ter reveal her secret? Will the

sisters settle their differences

and revive their gospel trio?

And what about the runaway

bride and groom?

When laughter comes easy,

the writers have done their job

— and the writers of “Dearly

Beloved” have impressive cre-

dentials from stage and screen,

Broadway and Hollywood. 

Writing credits for Jessie

Jones, Nicholas Hope and

Jamie Wooten include the

movie “Kingdom Come” with

LL Cool J and Whoopi

Goldberg, Disney TV series

“Teacher’s Pet” and TV’s

“Golden Girls.”

The show at the Playhouse is

directed by Mary Tuck, an actor

and friend of the writers. Tuck

keeps the cast members on their

toes, marking their cues and

delivering their lines for maxi-

mum hilarity.

It’s a relatively large cast for

the intimate Playhouse stage, or

maybe it’s because all 11 local

actors are simultaneously in

perpetual motion. Nevertheless,

they’re all at ease and adept

with comedy and deserve buck-

ets of applause for pulling off

this wacky wedding.

Tres Eberhard, known for

tickling the ivories and singing,

is a standout in her acting debut

as Honey Raye Futrelle, the

boisterous eldest sister with

multiple consecutive spouses

and frequent hot flashes.

Sally Wantz returns to the

stage as definitive Miss

Geneva, shrewd proprietor of

Beaucoup Bouquets, always on

the lookout for a deal. 

Bountiful backstage cos-

tumer Sue Sweatt steps onstage

as Nelda Lightfoot, light-fin-

gered, digitally dexterous for-

tuneteller. 

Courtney Ricketts is double

trouble in her first speaking role

as winsome Tina Jo Dubberly

and her twin sister Gina Jo

Dubberly. 

Carole Blalock, fondly

remembered as the Chrysler

Building in the hilarious “Lend

Me A Tenor” some years ago, is

perfect as imperious mother

Patsy Price saving her son the

groom from a fate worse than

death. Paula Burnette is single-

minded Twink Futrelle betting

her marital future on this wed-

ding. Mary Jeanne Kuhar plays

the only sympathetic character,

Frankie Futrelle Dubberly,

mother of the bride who is hid-

ing a secret.

The male actors are especial-

ly delightful — Grant Howard

as good-natured Justin Waverly,

seminary student working as a

UPS driver who stumbles into

his calling just in time; Paul

Friend as swaggering Highway

Patrolman John Curtis Buntner;

Jamison Smith as Dub

Dubberly, amiable good ol’ boy

with secrets of his own; and

James Bonisteel as bumbling

Wiley Hicks, Twink’s reluctant

fiancé who never knows where

he’s at.

“Dearly Beloved” concludes

Friday, Saturday and Sunday,

July 31, Aug. 1 and 2.

Enjoy summertime laughter

and Southern hospitality at

Florence Playhouse with

“Dearly Beloved.” 

Then, enjoy summertime in

Florence, where all the world’s

a stage and the stages rock the

world!

  
 

   

CONCEAL CARRY

PERMIT CLASS

Oregon –

Utah - Valid 34 States

OR/Utah–valid in WA $80  
or  Oregon only $45

shauncurtain.com ~ shauncurtain@gmail.com

360-921-2071

Florence Event Center, 715 Quince St.

Wednesday, August 5th
1pm or 6pm
Walk-ins Welcome

FIREARMTrainingNW.com ~ FIREARMTrainingNW@gmail.com

CONCEAL CARRY

PERMIT CLASS

Oregon –Utah 

 Valid in 35 States

Inside Oregon Coast Tatoo with Kylie!

1379 Rhododendron Drive, Suite A

The Pink Parlor Salon  
Think Pink-Be Pink

541-999-5678 

541-902-5158

Schedule your 
appointment 

now to insure 
your spot!

THRIFTY THURSDAYS!
Hair Cuts $15.00  Manicures $15.00

Pedicures $25.00  

Brow Wax $5.00

Lip Wax   $5.00   

Full Set Acrylics $35.00

Colors $10.00 Off   

Weaves $15.00 Off 
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Western Lane Ambulance

LIFEMED PROGRAM
Open Enrollment Ends July 31!

Benefi ts LifeMed Means 

Savings to You

 Your LifeMed 
membership provides 
you with advanced life 
support ambulance 
services 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year

 First aid and CPR classes

 We take care of all 
paperwork, claim forms, 
and insurance billing

Ambulance care is expensive to 
provide. Advanced Life Support 
costs from $1700 to $3200 per use. 
LifeMed picks up the cost of what 
your insurance does not pay.

Why do I need LifeMed if I have 

insurance?

Insurance does not always cover 
the total fee for ambulance service. 
LifeMed covers any costs associated 
with medically necessary emergency 
ambulance service not covered by 
your insurance.

Why do you bill my insurance?

Billing the insurance of those who 
require ambulance service keeps 
your annual membership fee afford-
able.

Is this an insurance policy?

No, LifeMed is a membership 
program, not an insurance policy. 
Part of the LifeMed membership 
application includes the provision 
for LifeMed to bill your insurance 
whenever you or a family member 
use the ambulance.

What is not covered?

As a general rule, patients that 
are not seriously sick or hurt and 
can safely ride in a sitting position 
would not qualify for the emergency 
ambulance service. Always consult 
the District office for guidelines and 
your physician for advice.

Your $65 stays in the com-

munity to provide rapid 

response, high quality rescue 

and medical equipment, 

and advanced training for 

our paramedics, Emergency 

Medical Technicians, and 

Quick Response Teams 

(QRT’s). Thank you for your 

support.

Join the largest and most 

successful ambulance mem-

bership program in the 

nation. LifeMed is a FireMed 

participating agency. Your 

membership covers you 

in all of Lane County 

and throughout much of 

Oregon– over 45,000 square 

miles.

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY 

AT HOME, AT WORK & AT 

PLAY.

 Prehospital, 
paramedic emergency 
medical treatment 
and ambulance 
transportation

 Paramedic rescue

 Critical care ambulance 
service

 Peace of mind knowing 
that the very best help 
is available to you by 
calling 911.

$65
per household

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

WESTERN LANE AMBULANCE

LIFEMED PROGRAM
410 Ninth Street / P.O. Box 2690 / Florence, OR 97439 / 997-9614

PLEASE PRINT

LAST NAME      FIRST            M.I.

Address

City        State  Zip            Phone

List your name and all names of immediate family members who will be covered by the LifeMed 

Program, including unmarried children under age 18, and dependents listed on your tax return 

who regularly live at home (fi rst name, middle initial, last name if different).

Primary Member                Birthdate

Primary Insurance      I.D. #             Group

Secondary Insurance     I.D. #             Group

Member 2                  Birthdate

Primary Insurance      I.D. #            Group

Secondary Insurance      I.D. #            Group

Member 3                  Birthdate

Member 4                  Birthdate

Member 5                  Birthdate

(Attach a list for additional family members, if needed)

I (we) have read the Western Lane Ambulance LifeMed agreement and agree to the terms and conditions 

listed. I authorize payment of insurance medical benefi ts for ambulance service directly to the ambulance 

service rendering transport. I authorize the release of medical or other information necessary to process 

ambulance transport claims. memberships are valid through July 31st yearly.

$65  PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION (CHECK, MONEY ORDER OR

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION). PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO WLA LifeMed.

I have enclosed payment by:

(   ) Money Order (   ) Cash (   ) Check (   ) Credit Card

VISA/Master Card #  / / /   Expiration Date  /

VIN#____________(3 digit code on back of card)

Signature for Credit Card Payment:

AMBULANCE

W
ESTERN LANE

LifeMed 
Gives You

Peace of Mind

WLA LifeMed
PO Box 2690

Florence, OR 97439
541-997-9614

410 Ninth Street ~ Offi ce Hours:
Monday thru Friday

8 am – Noon & 1 pm – 5 pm
(Closed on Holidays)

Visit: WesternLaneAmbulance.com

Complete Application and mail along with your $65 payment to:

WACKY TEXAS WEDDING BINDS THE TIES

“Dearly Beloved”  
Review

BY BURNEY GARELICK


