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Tennis

Federer savors unexpected tltle over long-time rival Nadal

By JUSTIN BERGMAN
Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia
Roger Federer always believed he
had more Grand Slam titles left in
him.

He just didn’t think it would
happen like this, playing in his first
tournament following a six-month
injury layoff. Or against his biggest
rival in the game, Rafael Nadal.

“I said that also before the finals:
if I were to win against Rafa, it
would be super special and very
sweet because [ haven’t beaten him
in a Grand Slam final for a long,
long time now,” Federer said after
beating Nadal in the Australian
Open final 6-4, 3-6, 6-1, 3-6, 6-3.

A decade, to be exact. Federer’s
last win over the Spaniard in a
major final came at Wimbledon in
2007. Nadal had beaten him in four
consecutive slam finals since then.

Both Federer and Nadal also
didn’t expect to be in this position
at the Australian Open, coming off
long layoffs last season to recover
from injuries.

Federer has rarely missed
significant stretches with injuries
throughout his career. This is the
man, after all, who played in a
record 65 consecutive Grand Slams
— a streak that was broken when he
withdrew from last year’s French
Open with a back injury.

In recent years, however, he’s
acknowledged making mistakes
by playing through pain instead of
taking time off to heal.

Last year, he did things differ-
ently — he took an extended break
for the first time. And after six
months off to fully heal his knee, he
came back stronger than ever.

“What I’ve just come to realize
is when you don’t feel well, you
have too many problems going on,
you just won’t beat top-10 players,”
Federer said after his semifinal win
over Stan Wawrinka.

“That’s where both, I guess,
Rafa and myself said, ‘OK, enough
of this already. Let’s get back to 100
percent, enjoy tennis again, enjoy
the practice.””

Hoisting his first major trophy

Switzer-
land’s Roger
Federer, cen-
ter, holds his
Australian
Open trophy
as fans take
photos and
try to have
autographs
at Carlton
Gardens on
Monday in
Melbourne,
Australia.
Federer
defeated
Spain’s
Rafael Nadal
in the men'’s
final at the
Australian
Open on
Sunday.
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in five years, Federer is certainly
enjoying the tennis again.

Here is what else we learned
from the 2017 Australian Open:

SERENA’S NEXT GOAL?:
Serena Williams felt like it took a
“really long time” to win her 23rd
Grand Slam title and break her tie
with Steffi Graf on the all-time
major winner list, so she wants
to enjoy the victory and not look
ahead. How about winning No. 24
and pulling even with Margaret
Court, who holds the record for
most major titles? She doesn’t
know, and doesn’t want to talk
about it yet. The elusive calendar

year Grand Slam? “I don’t think
about that either,” she said. “Just
one at a time.”

THE 30-FUN FACTOR: Serena
proved it’s possible to keep winning
majors at 35— or as she likes to call it,
“30-fun.” Indeed, the 30-somethings
were having fun at the Australian
Open this year. Venus Williams, 36,
and Mirjana Lucic-Baroni, 34, joined
Serena in the semifinals, becoming
the oldest three women to reach the
final four in Melbourne in the Open
era. The old guard did well on the
men’s side, with 30-somethings
Federer, Nadal and Stan Wawrinka
all making the semis, too.

DJOKOVIC’S SLIDE: Novak
Djokovic hasn’t been himself since
capturing last year’s French Open.
Just what’s bothering him, though,
remains unclear. The six-time
champion seemed to lack intensity
in his defeat to Uzbek wild card
Denis Istomin in the second round,
his earliest loss at a Grand Slam
since 2008. And he was tight-lipped
afterward, too. Asked what he takes
away from the loss, he responded:
“Take my bags and I go home.”

SECOND CHANCES: It was
the slam for heart-warming come-
back stories. Lucic-Baroni had
Rod Laver Arena in tears with her
emotional interview after returning
to the semifinals of a slam for the first
time in 18 years. Mischa Zverev, not
his highly touted brother Alexander,
pulled off one of the biggest upsets,
stunning No. 1 Andy Murray. And
then there’s Venus Williams, back
in an Australian Open final after 14
years. “She’s my inspiration,” sister
Serena said. Few could disagree.

YOUNG AMERICANS: There
was much to be excited about for
American tennis fans. Nine Amer-
ican men advanced to the second
round — the most since 2008 —
including promising young players
Frances Tiafoe, Ernesto Escobedo
and Noah Rubin. On the women’s
side, CoCo Vandeweghe had the
tournament of her life, upsetting
former major winners Angelique
Kerber and Garbine Muguruza and
reaching her first slam semifinal. In
a post-Williams world, the future
certainly looks bright.

GOLDEN EAGLES: Nixyaawii shoots 39 percent as a team, Schimmel scores 21
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“It’s hard to simulate the
type of length and athleticism
we have,” Maddern said,
“and I think it took them
(Powder Valley) a while to
get used to it.”

Powder Valley was able
to find its footing as the first
quarter went along and trailed
by just five points at 16-11 at
the end of the quarter. But

after that point, Nixyaawii
stepped hard on the gas pedal
and pulled away from the
Badgers before coasting to
the win in the second half.
“Having good ball move-
ment played a big factor for
s,” Nixyaawii’s Stacy Fitz-
patrick said. “We practiced
hard and pushed eachother
this week and we knew we
couldn’t go easy.”

Milan  Schimmel led

Nixyaawii with a game-high
21 points and Mary Stewart
pitched in 17 points, with 15
of those coming in the second
half. Kaitlynn Melton also had
a solid game for the Golden
Eagles, evading early foul
trouble to finish with 12 points.
As a team, Nixyaawii shot 39
percent (22-56) from the floor,
and only hit one 3-pointer on
the night — one by Stewart
from the right wing early in

the third quarter. On the other
side, Powder Valley shot a
meager 26 percent (16-60)
from the floor, and was led in
scoring by Samantha Kerns
with 17 points.

These two teams both face
quick turnarounds, as the
Golden Eagles and Badgers
will re-convene on Tuesday
evening in North Powder for
a re-match. The game had
originally been scheduled for

Jan. 6, but it was postponed
to Tuesday due to weather.

Fitzpatrick says that while
she and her teammates would
love to keep their unbeaten
streak going, it has no affect
on how they will prepare for
Tuesday’s game.

“We just go into games calm
and don’t get ahead ourselves,”
Fitzpatrick says. “We just try
to do our best and if we do, we
know that we’re good and we

know we can win.”

PV M 5 11 16 — 43

NCS 16 13 19 13 — 61

POWDER VALLEY — S. Kerns 17, M.
Hufford 9, K. Williams 6, L. Nedrow 4, S.
Stephens 4, S. Sickman 10.

NIXYAAWII — M. Schimmel 21, M.
Stewart 17, K. Melton 12, S. Fitzpatrick 7, E.
Looney 2, T. Broncheau 2.

3-pointers — PV 5, NCS 1. Free throws
— PV 7-12, NCS 16-23. Fouls — PV 16,
NCS 15.

Contact Eric at esinger@
eastoregonian.com or (541)
966-0839.
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Saturday Riverside 2-5 88 28 oronto at Boston, 4: p.m. 6. Florida State 202 663 6 National Football League
Big Bend at Blue Mountain, 2 p.m. Umatilla 14 612 30 Philadelphia at Dallas, 5:30 p.m. 7 Notre Dame 203 591 8 NOTE: Two points for a win. one point for HOUSTON TEXANS — Named Wes Welk-
ific. 5- L.A. Clippers at Phoenix, 6 p.m. e p . P y .
Eastern Oregon at Warner Pacific, 5:30 p.m. j 8. Stanford 19-3 580 10 overtime loss er offense and special teams assistant.
2A Columbia Basin Conf mimphk\s at Dﬁ?vﬁr'GG p-m. 9. Louisville 20-4 543 9 ) Promoted defensive coordinator Romeo
COLLEGE WRESTLING . Conf. OvrRank Cr:i\::vaauo 2? (a)LIah%rHa EIT 6:30 p.m 10. Washington 20-3 522 7 Sunday’s Games Crennel to assistant head coach/defense
Saturday Pilot Rock 41143 9 Char\gtte 2t Golden Staley'7'.30 p.m. 11. Oregon State 202 520 M All-Star Game: Central 3, Pacific 10 and linebackers coach Mike Vrabel to
Eastern Oregon at Southern Oregon, TBA Weston-McEwen 31 125 15 » /.30 p.m. 12. Texas 16-4 467 12 All-Star Game: Atlantic 6, Metropolitan 10 defensive coordinator.



