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Editor Willamette Farmer :

1 mentioned in my last the fact
(learned more than a year after gotting
to Oregon) of Chamber's Edinburg
Journal for September, 1844, calling the
attention of the British publie to the
imperitive necessity of a self-directing,
soll-reliant clase of emigrants from
Britain, if Oregon was to be saved to
that nation,

Dut this was too late by more than
ton years, as the Oregonian, published
at Boston, Mass,, in 18334, had sounded
the same kind of a call on the Eastern
seasboard of the United States, and Sen-
ator Bonton and others had been doing
the same thing sinee 1819, It was in
large part owing to these separate in-
fluences that in 18434 men from Maine,
Masauchusetts and New York, like Petty-
grove, Brooks, Holderness, Holden, Hub-

bard, Kilbourp, Parrish, Smith, Gale,
Woods, Couch, Cushing and Wilson

met in the valley of the Oregon the
Applegates, Burnetts, Gilliams, Fords,
Looneys and Waldos, supported and as-
sisted by mwmen like Clark, Crockett,
Reose, Neamith, Owens usnd others
The occupation of Oregon, or so much
of it ns was occupied prior to the settle-
ment of the boundsry guestion, was
not & mere aceident.  The men #o gath-
ered here from widely separate portions
of a eommon conntry, impelled by di-
vorse viows perhaps, Lwd mostly some
previons knowledge of Orvegon and the
question of its possible destiny., And
the men who won in that grand race [or
empire did s0 beonuse they were more
free from the {orms, special privileges
and prerogatives of the older govern-
mental powevs used for such purposes
by Britain

Nor was it an accident which brought
Commodore Wilkes into the Colnmbin
river at the time of his arrival.  That
expedition was the result of the long
continued and v'oquent appeals to the
U, 8. Congress to do something becom-
ing to its publie spirit towards defining
and placing upon charts in aid of navi-
gation the numerous islands and shore
lines of the Pacific Ocean (then little
known).

Nor was it an accident that a few
vears later another race for empire was
won when Commodore Sloat of the
Ameriean navy, upon information guiet-
ly received, sailed out of the harbor of
Mazatlan, leaving Commaodore Seymour
of the British navy at anchor there, and
starting out as though bound for the
sandwich Islands. He suddenly tacked
when out of sight of the British feet,
and stood for the California coast ; ar-
riving there in time to place the Ameri-
can flag over the town of Monterey
thus supporting Capt. Fremont, who,
like himself, was successfully extending
the dominion of the flag of his country,
without the formal orders of his govern:
ment, but simply in the spirit and un-
der the responsibility of American citi-
zenship. This spirit of citizenship, s 1
have indicated, was now pushing its
way up both sides of the Willamette,
had already began to speculate on the
growth of commercial towns on the
Willamette and near the mouth of the
Columbia—as two or three points both
on these vivers and near the ocean had
already bLeen looked at for sach pur-
poses. The writer feeling himself still
nnder obligations to Captain Morrison
did not think his duty done till the lat-
ter was settled, and as he now returned
from Clatsop Plains below Astoria—
having leased the milch eows and farm
of Solomon Smith, who had come to
Oregon in the employ of Nathanicl
Wryeth
Lintou

we started immediately from

in a large Chinook canoe o take

| boundary of their claim,
| derstood that this was over six years be-

the Morrison fnmily and their cffects

tbe last hundred miles of their journey

from their home in Androw county, Mo,
1o their now location, washed by the
waves of the Pacific as the western
It will be un-

fore sleamboats wore seen on the Colum-
bia river and when the beautiful and
graceful canoe nsed by the Indians of
this northwest coast was by far the
most commonly nsed craft, Capt, Mor-
rison, his wife and six ohildren, E, V.
Everman and myself (with the bedding,
household effects, ete, brought neross
the plaing) made n lolsurely passage
down. A. M, McCusic was also of the
party.  Nin, a8 we called Everman for
short, wag already well up in the use of
the Chinook jargon and had also picked
up a great deal of informgation relative
to the Indians. The first landing wo
made after leaving Linton was on the
north side of Bauvies' Island, two or
three miles below the upper mouth of
the Willamette. The place scemed

and up to a fow years previously I sub
sequently learned had been—r popu-
lous village site, there was at that time
no dwellings swunding, It was in fact
the last habitation of the unce powerful
Multnomahs; and back from the river
u short distanes was a burial place,
larger than any | have ever seen or
heard of in connection with Indian life

*| =with the exception of the burial place

then known as Mount Coflin, below the
mouth of the Cowlitz on the north side
of thoe Columbia, DBut & few months
previous to the time of which I write—
during the last days of the very dry
season of 1843—a fire had spread from
the shore of the river to the canoes in
which the Indian dead were placed on
the steep conieal hill, and to the horrifi-
eation of the living Indians, hundreds
of memaloose canoes (canoes of the
dead) wore consumed almost in o flash,
evervithing being dry as tinder. For
years aftorwand the Indians would not
willingly go on shore there.  This city
of the dead on Bauvies Island was a dif-
feront affuir, Canoes were not used,
but large slabs of split cedar were set
in the ground upright, and into them
the ends of similar slabs or planks were
secured by o groove cut across the in
gide of the upright pieces and fastened
in their position by ropes, made from
the inner bark of the cedar, passed
throngh holes in both the upright and
horizontal planks. On the lutter the
dead were lnid enraptad in cedar bark
with such an amount of care and labor
as proved that the burial of the dead re-
ceived u great deal of attention from the
Indians who had lived there. The cem-
otery was lald off in narrow streets
about parallel with the course of the
river, east and west,  Some of the vertis
cal planks had as many as three tier of
dead, but many of them only one. Home
of them were or had been covered with
cedar bark. From the many uses the
Lower Colnmbia Indians made of them
at this time the cedar tree and its bark
must have filled many uses to the In
dians before the trade of the white man
reached them, for as late as 1844 it was
used considerably for clothing and
mats as well as ropes and net making.
Of the two kinds of material used for
woman's wearing, still very common in
1844, one was native or wild flax and
the other the inner bark of the cedar.
The garment made of them may be
called a petticoat, It was simply a
broad, strong belt, lastened round the
waist, Lo which was fastened a mass of
strings or cords thicker somewhat than
netting-twine and of a length to reach
to about the knees, and when worn, not
unlike the kilts of the Secotch Highland
costume. I saw an old woman, the
mother of the chief man of the Catha-
lamets, have on a robe of badger sking
once. It was a fine garment and gave
her o stately appearance. The flax gar-
ment of their make was the best and the

least common, the materinl being an | there till ahout the first  of

artic lu of trade botween the Indians of
the coast or lower river and those east of

the Caseades. The former, 1 presume,

giving salmon in exchange for it. It
was of course also better for seines and
I have seen nets of native flax, the lines
and floats of which were of cedar bark
and wood,  On our way down on this
trip we passed one night at Hunt’s
Mill. This was the firgt lumbering en-
terprise  started nnT the  Columbia.
Henry Harrison Hunt of Indians, Benj
Wood of New York, and A, K. Wilson
of Massaohnsetts, were the first owners
joined subsequontly by Jimes Birnie, o
retired H. B, Co. man, who settled ot
Cathlamet. 1 worked at the mill at in-
tervals in 1845-6-7.  Tv wis a good day’s
work to ent 3000 feet of lumber, and
the logs were ent and rolled into the
mill yard by men only for more thanan
year. When gold was discovered in
California, over 100,000 foat of lumber
wis on hand which suddenly rose in
value from £12 to $100 per M. The
proceeds of that lumber was invested in
the steamer Columbia, and she was the
firat steamer brought into the Columbia
river. We also stopped at the block
house of A. E. Wilson, who had taken
the claim known ns Upper Astoria; J,
M. Shively elaiming next below him,
and Col. John M. Clure next below that.
The O'Brien brothers hind loeated elaims
for n town on the west Side of the en-
trance to Young's Bay. some 1§ miles
east of the present site of Fort Stevens.
Tho plaine was then ¥ whed by the
present route acioss Young's Bay and
up the Skipanon to where o half fin-
ished bloek house had commencsd the
town of Lexington, since become the
“Landing Clatsop Plains was then
nearly all taken up, Solomon Smith and
Tibbits representing the pioneer settlers.
Both had eome with Captain Wyeth,
and both bhad married Indian wives
Smith's wifo was a widow at the time
ho married, her first husband being
Canndian.  She was “tyeo chiof’ of o
branch of the Clatsop tribe, and » =lave
owner. Amongst her property of that
kind was & flat-headed dwarf, who was
generally called upon to perform a series
of songs and war dances for the enter-
tainment of visitors. Smith himseli was
an intelligent man, and was the first
achool teacher at Fort Vancouver, and,
consequoently, the first on the northwest
const. He was living surrounded by a
vough plenty, and I think likely a pice-
ture of his establishment would give
fair sample of European life during
what is called the Dark Ages, and a
little of the life of the “Dark Continent”
thrown in. What would the reader
think of two families inhabiting (one at
either end) a treble log house, built
without nuils or iron in any form. In
one end is a family of the pure white
race . in the other i one hall and half,
and the middle s occunpied by Indian
slaves and the poor relatives, or tillicum
(people), of the slave owner.  In a cor
ner l'..ltI |h|n room s a seclion of 0 tree
abont four feet long and nearly three
feet in diameter, with a hole burnt
down into the end of it in order o form
a large wooden mortar,  The pestle to
use in this is o section of & smaller tree
attached to a spring pole,
one or two stalwart Indians standing on
the edge of that mortar and working
that pestle up and down and you have
the best substitate for a grist mill there
was within 100 miles of Astoria in 1544,
I am not going to test the reader's at-
tention by telling how the Indians
who furnished the power to work the
mill were dressed : he or she may lot
the imagination have perfect liberty as
to that. The amount of clothing, had
it fallen into the hopper, would not
have stopped the grinding. On the floor
might {requently be seen as many us
# doren Indinns squatted aronnd large
pans of milk.

Returning to Hunt's Mill sbout the
middle of Jaouary, 1845, [ worked
Mareh

Now imagine

vtht'n W, I, l{ww v\ltu had been down
to Clatsop Plaing, brought up with him
a small understriking rifle and a five
dollar pieee in golid, with the word that
cither he or I was to go up to The
Dalles and bring the eattle from there
to the mouth of the Washougal, As the
reader may be interested in tho cost of
travel and living in those days, I will
give what I remember of this trip. 1
dan't recollect what it cost mo to get to
Vaneouver from Hunt's Mill, some sixty
miles, 1 do remember gotting to the
Fort in the early morning, a little before
the gates were opened. A gronp of
men were engaged in pistol practice,
amongst whom, 1 think, were Mr, G-
ham, a clerk, and Mr, Roberts, who 1
think had oversight of the cattle, and
David McLoughlin, The latter came
to me—the others going inside as the
gntes wore opened—and began a con-
versation about  Alderman, who was
making an attempt to jump Dr. Me-
Loughlin's elaim at Oregon City at that
time. 1 did not take any stook in Al-
derman’s course and did not knsw of
any Ameriesn sottler who did, aod so
told David MeLoughlin at the time ; he
soon left me, but not with the opinion
that the pistol practice was a prepars-
tion for war with Alderman, if to give
me that was David's design in speaking
of him.

mur frmn the Sound

Woongsvinue, W. T, June 22, 1885,
Kditor Willamette Farmor:

I like o rend your paper: it is a wor-
thy one. 1 like to vem! of the sucoess and
management of your orchard. It is near-
ing pudding time and I would like to ask
for iu!urmnliuu. that if the gl'u“’llj of
soedling apples, cherries, pears, penches
and plums are all vigorens and similurly
alike i the proper budding season of
each wre ut same time. T bud apples
woll, aml was o gool suceess, but at same

time inserted cherry bnds in seodling
cherries and in like good condition, and
all fuiled ; it is something 1 do wot un
derstand,

Please give ns u good artiele on bud-
ding of difforent varietios, and oblige,

C, W, Esrannook,

Tmmigeation is settling in fast and ol
n nice selection of people, and many
more of everybody » friends are anticl-
pating coming.

Your advice to me to get east of Seat-
tle, sl some strenms ranning into Lake
Washington as near as 1 could, 1 fol-
lowed, and shall ever be gratoful ; it suits
better as 1 got more acquainted. We are
near enough civilization o attend Sab
bath school ench Sabbath and have
proaching onee & month ; it is handy W
school, and postottice one and o half
miles away, C.W. B

From the Orauge Groves of Califernia

A friend and old Oregonian, who s
now seldled near Las Angeles, Califor-
nig, writes an Jupe 206k, and though not
intended for publication, still there are
jdeas and conelusions that have interest

“1f people eould only live oun elimate
Californin. would be the Utopia of the
most extruvagant drenmer, but  alas,
Alnck, men amd women have to earn
their bread and butter here as elsowhers,
and 1 think ftive dollars can be more
ensily made raising eattlo in Eastern
Oregon than one dollar in fruit reising
here. It takes w fortune, almost, 1w make
a boginning, and then people must wail
80 long for reiarns,
citrons fruits.
somewhut quicker. Many start out with
high hopes, go on lor & while, get dis
couraged, sell ont and go elbewhere
Calfornia people are migratory from one
enil of the State to the other,  Of ronrse
there are exceptions which comprise

|h:n|iul|}' in the
Decidious fruits respond

Iarg»-l; of the |ti-rl|*'l'lh anid who are iden
tified with its great and grand improve-
ments, Yoo see "For sale” imnhrd on
muny pretty howes=, both in Northern
and Southern Californin, posted on the
front gate or un the trunk of some shade
troe

The monutany ol the climat proves

irksome to these I'I"llrl‘ll in lllil Eust, nud

are o I't]-!'.uu'll Lo the shor [; exiretnes of

NO. 23

New E nglnud winters and snmmeors,
Timo passes so slowly here.  Why, had
I always lived here I shoull now be one
hundred years old.  The past wintor was
very dry ; no rain fell between Christ
mas and the last of March ; the mercury
went up some days to 0 degrees. The
woather for the last three months has
been eharming, rvipe peaches, binckber-
ries nnd  raspberries are in market,
Oranges are very abundant, selling from
wagons at 45 to 80 conta per 100, s per
guality ; lemons one cent each.

Grasshoppers are appearing:  they
make havoe with everything that grows,
they eat the leaves and fruit, then girdle
the trunks and limbs, all over the
State, and threaton o Kansas plagne ;
Rome cover orqnge trees with musquito
bars.  Rabbits are troublesome and have
to be feneed out.  Gophers perforate the
ground and often kill trees. We had three
lnrge orange trees destroyed by thom.
Cayotes cateh chickeuns in day time and
como into the chicken houso st night if
not well elosed.  This is in the ouskirts
of the sottlement.

I never saw troes grow as rapidly as
hore; our apricots, two vears old, have
groat spreading tops, and prunes also.
The encalyptus along the main avenue
of the town of Ontario are twenty feet
high and only two years old,

We went to a pienio at Etiwanda
canyon, & vavine in the Blerra Nevada
mountaing, where a streami comes leap-
ing down irrigating this tract of land.
Rivers and streams are not allowed to

o at random, but the sparkling stufl is
amed and made to fertilize the other
wise waste places and multiply our
orange groves, The Onptario Land Com-
pany are tunneling under the bed ol
San Antonia creek, which furnishes our
water, and are tluwlupm water which
soeps through the soll und is lost, When
thoy reach bed rock they oxpect to se-
cnre enough water W irrigate several
thousard more avrop, and the land is
waiting for it. They will cement the

tunnel and save it all.”

The above communication has value,
coming from one who was long identi
fied with Oregon, and who leit for the
benefit of a milder climate,  Our friend
hns bought severnl ton acre lots of the
Ontario Land Company, plaating in
orunges, lemons, grapes for raising, ote.

1 Godi lcﬂ
| We fear wo Inl\u lw!!l.lu‘ll too lone in
exprossing an opinion about the im-

provements now being made at our hoau-
tiful cemetery.  Wo had hoped  that
sorne other lovers of naturs would « peak
of the yather oo full destroction of (hose
ploturesque young onks that were scat-
tered through the ground. It is acom-
fort to many to go and sit there these
summer days, nnd now there is scarce
one shiwde tree left 10 make such a stay
comfortable,  Of conrse the ax hias been
luid by order, yet we think it has been
used to indiseriminately, There were
angles and corners in the plan of luying
ant the grounds, where trees might have
been left,  Our onks grow so slowly that
we muy venture to leave it o the next
two gonerations o thin out the fuliage.
Three growths of generations esnnot re

place: those taken away this summer.

A Barem Ploxeen.

The Walla Walla Faur.

The wnth sonual exhibition of the
Walln Walla agricultural society will be
hield on the soclety’s ground near Walla
Walls, W, T, beginning September Sth
and continuing five days.  They offer
liberal pursoa for spood and agrieultural
products. Write to Mr. Lo. F. A, Bhaw,
weeretary, for g preminm list,

Chus. J, Dean, of Walla Walls, W. T.,
sends us his  catalogue of Pecheren
horses for 1880, It contains 45 pages,
illusteated, It containg & history of the
Percheron ruee together with extracts
by known authors, and w list of horses
now owned ]r)‘ him,

Mr. 5 AL Randall, of Dallas, Oregon,
sends us the prospectus of & monthly
journsl to be called the Willamette
Valley Edueator, and, as its name indi-
eates, it e to be dovotsd to sehool mat-
ters  Terms #1 o year.  Sumple copy
free to all upplying

Wa want specimoens of grain, hay, ete,,
and will wsee  that they ane properly
labeled and sont where they will help
mdvertise Oregon.  Bring  them along,
and that, l-m al. once.
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