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[For the “'ll'!an-'ll!t-tu Farmer.) -
BATTLE OF ABIQUA.

As Hon. R, C, Geer, who was a participant
In the battle of Abiqua has given the only
reliable aecount of that decisive but smuall
battle from the white man's view, I now
propese to give you en account as related
by an Iudian who told the story in my hear-
ing,an related to him by four Klamath
sqquaws who sald that they wore the only
survivors of the attack.

I will state that st that time T was betweon
10 and 11 years old, and that I lived with an
uncle on what I8 pow known es the Glenn
farm, but at the time of the Incldent was
owned by Thomas Cox. the propagaler of
noted Cox Cling peeches, and about & mile
down the river lived 8 man by the name of
James Howard, st whose place were Mrs,
Polly, and the rest of the family except the
wen who were absent to the lowerend of the
conpty where (he Indian (rouble then was,
Mra, James Ford sud her family were also
at Mrs, Howards', as Mr. F. himself was
Rone on the same errand, looking afier the
Indisns, So there were three fmmilies atone
house, with only one man as protecior,
There were & grealt many rumors etloat,
which of course were enlarged upon by esch
narrator, and were not caleulated to quiet the
nerves of the then Justly alarmed sparsely
wottied community,

About noon that day (Sunday) somo In-
dinns were seen coming down the yalley,
and of course the women became alnrmed,
and us the Indians were riding In a buneh
and quite rapidly, which is not the ususl
custom of Indian travel, this was taken as a
sure sign that they were bhostiles, and overy
precaution was immedistely taken for a de-
fanse, and while this was In progress a sud-
den denuse smoke was seen to arise as ifthe
house on Mr, Cox's place hnd been' fired, (as
itstood behind a hill sufMolently high to
hide is,) and this was to us prool undeniable
thatthey were the Klamaths secking revenge.
Mr. Howard took his station at the door
with two well-loaded rifles, the floor was
ralsed and the smaller children thrust be-
neath, while the women resolutely grasped
axes and butoher knives to resist capture,

The Indians now appeared, and mpidly
approashed under a full gallop; in a few
minutes they approsched to within two
bundred yurds of the house, when Mr.
Hownard called out to them Lo stop, which
they readlly did, and seemed to be some-
what surprised at the appouraccs of the sur-
roundings, snd asked what was the matter;
when Mr, Howard asked one Lo approach
snd talk with him, which the oldest did,
who proved 10 be sn Indian with whom he
was scquainted, and stated that he was on
the way with his family and campeis to
more secure place down the river some th
or four miles, and that be had been up lo
the mountaine on & hunt, and on his way
down home, that morning very early he had
basen awakenod by four Klamath squaws who
were going bowme through Sweet Home and
Mohawk valleys 0 as to get by the eettle-
ments, and that they bad told him thai the
whites would kill all the Indlans iuthe
valley, and that be bad ridden very hand to
his camp, and was now removing his family
as sbove stated. On the strength of s
statemont the rest were ullowed 1o come up,
as it was notlced that they were pot in war
paint. This Indian then releted the follows
ing ns the Klamath squaws’ account of the

BATTLE OF ABRIYUA

as near as I can remember. The Klawaths
had come to trude with the Molallas, and
they killed  calf of & white man, and wero

ordered away, The Molallas chief, Crocked |
Fioger, told them that it was bis illalee, and |

to siay. The next day the whites came end
the Klamaths commenced to shoot, Lt the
whites got in the brush and killed thros o!
them, when they fled up the créeck. The
next day the whiles came again snd com-
menved the fight, and six white men gol
sevoral of their men hemmed ngainst the
rocks where they could nol get uway, and
killed all of themn and ove squaw who was
giving her brave some arrows; sud that ore
tall, black-bearded white man had killed
two men and the squaw, Their clilef tried
§0 get the whiles to come out of the brush,
sod called them ocowards, and rqoaws, and
threw dirt at them; mnd then, to show that
be was a brave man, went a shost distance,
4 in open ground shot arrows so Iast that
there were Lhree ln mir all the Lime, and
wounded one while man,

The whites then '

escapo, that thers were ten men and ona
squaw killed; that they were going home,
and the Klamaths wonld all eome in and
ki1l all of the whites In the valley.

This old Indian, ol course cartisl on the
converaition in the Jargon langunage, and I
at that time con'ld talk it quite readily, but
the time has been so long that most proba-
bly I bave not repeated the story exaclly
correct, but I bave given the subsiance, It
Is ovident that tho four squaws wero mis-
takew In thelr being the only persons who
escaped, but probably they
soparated at the time of the battle, and so
belioved thoy wure the only ones left alive,
Ido pot know whora Mrs, Howard new
lives, whether in this Siate or California,
The tall white man with black beard who
| killed =0 many Indlans, was nndoubtedly,
fow what 1 aftarwards learned, Mr, Ellas
Jox, who lives near Silverton, s good shot
aud of steady nerve, The white man wonnd.
ed by the chief wus James Sianley, who
livos near Salem.

From information eferwards obiained,
thero is no doubt that two emissaries of the
Cayuso Indians bad been, or were then, with
the Malallas for the purpose of incliing the
Indians of the valley to ralse ®'multaneons-
Iy and wassuore the whites o the valley,
and that the plunder they would thus obtain
would make thewm reob, besides regaining
their country, Aunoiher thing that was not
then genorally known =, that about that
time tnere wete several banods of Klawmaths
camped In vartous parts of the valley, but
that one tight on the Ab'qua undoulvedly
prevapted w general aprising of the Molallus,
Calnpoolas, and other bands In our midst,
asslsted by the Klamaths, and raved the
lives of many who still inhabit and cultivate
this beautifal portion of Oregon.

As far as the battle of Abigua belng an es-
tablished fact, and that it did ocour, is as um-
deniable as the massacre of Dr. Marcus
Whitman and family and others in Novem-
ber, 1847, and there Is no donbt that there
were more Indians killed at the Abiqua
fight than were kilied at any one battlo by
our brave defenders who were at that time
campaigning agalost the Cayuse Indians;
and, beaides, it had its influence on the
hostile Indisns , as they of courss heard of it
in a short time, as there was a rogular sys-
tema of transmitting Intslligence in those
days among the different iribes that was far
superior to that of the white people,

J, HENRY Brows,
—

“Battle of the Abiqua.”
Indian Battle at Oregon City.

Ep, Farmen: 1 bave just read the state-
ment of Hon, R, C., Geer, relsting tothe
fght with Indisns on the Abigua, and aa 1
was living on the Clackamas st that time,
and had ocoaslon to pass up through that
part of country ths sams season, I gathered
tho facts from difterent partiss, about that
effair, that nearly correspond (according to
my racollection) to Geer's statewnent, that 1
beliove, in the main, be s correct, excopting
the last clause in his article where he says,
“The Klamaths never camo back,” &e,
Now I wish to correo: Mr, Geer's statement
in this partionlar.

As the Klamaths always bad beon a
terror to the seittlers ofthe Willametie valley,
whenever they ocawmes among u4, they were
watched with suspiclon, and every move-
mont of thelrs was noted, as they weare re-
garded as our ewsemios, and thelr presence
hare boded no good 10 the whiles, Hat they
d'd come back, sud, i1 | remember aright, it
wes in Novembver, 1533, They were sup-
posod to bhave crossed tho Barlow road, as
the setilers on the upper Clackamas first
: saw thom, and were mueh alarmed, but the

I wlians said they wore coming to trade with
[1he Clsckamases, and did camp st the
Clacknoes vitlage, near where the railroad
biridge crosses thut sirenm; there were about
{00 Kinmaths, aud sbout 100 Clackamases at
the village. They speut ssveral weeks to-
gether lu gambling, and finally got intos
row about some old diticulty that had hap-
pened many yeuars before, wherein oue of
the Kiamaths had been killed by a Clacka-
mss, 80 Lbe Kismaths pulled up camp and
mooved over W Abernethy ecreek, now in
the northern limits of Oregon City, then
covered with logs and xome standing timber,
At that time I had located on the Santlam,
but was down at wy falber's, and starling
very early in the morning for home lap-
the Clackmmnas

 proached the village oun

all shot st once st him, snd he fell, bl KOt | 41001 wunrise, and jound it pesrly desertcd.

upand still sbot st them, when he was

sgain shot, and died; their ynnns chief was
0 killed, and the iolsllns would not Bght;
and the whites fullowed them until l.hoy1ud

In the meantime I bad Lhesrd s great many
guna fired in quick suocession in the direc-
tion of Abernethy creek , bul the few squaws

Eilled pll of the wew, when they wade thelr

and children there pale with excllemant, 1e-

had becomeo |
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fused to give any Information as to what the
trouble was; but I was not long in conjectur
Ing what was the matter, * As | passed on
nearer to the secene of action, T saw the
Indians were fighting near the bridge on
Abernotby creek. They were concealed be-
hind logs and trees, aod wonld fire at esch
otber as Lthoy had opoortunity, the creek
lyivg Dbetweed tho oontending parties,
When 1 approsebed within two or three
bundred yards of them, soine of them came
to me and told me o stop as they did not
wish to hurt the whites, and I would be
verg likely to got LI T attempled to cross
the bridge, so I was detsined unitll sbout @
o'clock, und witnessed a good part of the
bhattle, The people of the town hearing the
firing, many of them wakod up and came to
the scene, until se uany eameo they com-
polled the Indiaok to desist, While there, 1
#inw them carry off several dead, and one of
tham told me the Klamaths lost (i ve, and the
Cluckamnses tour, killed, and some wonnd.

ed, The Kiamatba packed np in great haste,
and left for hom=, hy what rovie [ no nol
know. Mr, Editor if you thiok this serap of
the early history of Oregon worth a plage in
your paper, you are weleoms to uso it,

H. L, Mexanry.

March 24th, 1877,

[Nore.—~The ludhan fight at Oregon City,
ocourred in 1864, and an secount of It was
published in the Spectator at the time.~ LD,
FARMER, ]

p——_

French Pinks.

SarrrisLyd, Laxk Co,, March 84,

Ep. Fansmun: [ssonn ingquny o the Fan-
MER how Lo gul rid of French Pioks. 1 have
bad twenty years experionco in theso weoeds;
my father crowsad the plains in 1560; stopped
the nhrst winter at Oregon City, then moved
the followiag sume e w Luckimuts in Polk
gounty, where we Saysd a while and thes
moved to Long  Tom, in Lane county.
When moving from Luckimute we gatheisd
some seed of French Pinks for their besuty,
as flowers werescarce in those days. Since
them they have scaltered over our graln
field and choke out grain, We summer-
fallowgl year after year, but of no use; then
we mowed them down, and raked and burn-
ed them, and this would do no good, so we
concluded to turn out len acres that was
most bothered with pinks, so we did, and
turned shesp on them, and they are extinet
on this plece of ten acres, and it has beon
turnad out two yoears to master fern. This
is another pest here In high land,

I fully agree with J, J, Finlayson, in the
Fanmen of the 16th of March, as tothe
origin of tloks, and how to wet rid of fern.
Nix years ago an man of experience told me
ifl would mow fern off on the 12th, 13th,
aod lith of June, It would not come any
more, wo I sot stakes around & square of 24
yards and mowed it off, Before night the
ground was wet with sap from the stalke,
and it killed it entirely. The spot Is bare
yet, ns the forn Lhas not regained its hold,

sQUIRRELY,

Now Is the time to put your poison around
old logs, rocks, and deus, Oae killed now
takes six out of your barvest tisld,

G, W, Ginsen,

That Spelling School.
Pixg, laxx Co., March Zith, 1577,

En, Farymen: The old adago that things
are not what they seomn," Was never maore
true, than in regerd to the challenge sent me
by Mr. Hodges fur & ocoutest in all the
branches taught ln & common sebool, 1 or-
ganizod & weekly spelling school st this
place, and gavo out thut we would be glad W
have every one turn oul aud spell with us,
as tho wore opposition we lad, the grester
would be the Inducewent for my pupils to
perfect themsel yes,

Mr, Hodges aud schiool camoe over to spell
with, or ruther against us, After his sobool
wero all dowu, 1 pronounced the word “ee-
taceonus'’ to him, Ho sisted that he was not
“mequainted’ with the word; he wanted the
detination of the word, which I gave, and
then he could not “place’” it; and ended by
demanding the page, the firt word ol the
table, &o, After giviog bim st least fve
minutes o wpell, snd fsiling W do o, 1 pass-
ed it to the wext. He then sent me the
above challenge, which I declined from the
fact that I had boen with my school only
about two monthx, aud be had beal with his
about four, Our spelling sebocols coutinusd
for sowe tiwe, when Mr, Hodges came over
again, full determined o spell us down. #

Wo spelled Lut & shorl time, when Mr,
Hodges went down on the word “Hey,"
spelliog it **Ha," claiming it 0 be the same
word. We sppealed to Mr., Webster, and
found that 1 was right, inaflirmiog that they

were two different words, pronounced dif-
ferontly, with meanings nearly the same,
Mr, Hodges has ever claimed that 1 con-
ducted iy school unfalrly, We nse the Pa-
citie Const Speller, and I have not pronounced
a word but what can be found in the book.
Ho claims that I should commenco on a less
son and pronounce every word In succcss-
lon, People that were prosent, and not con-
nectod with either schools, say the vontost
wits conducted an the right prineiple, and
that Mr, Hodges was falely besten and had
not the manliness to own it,

He wants us to come out and show the
publie we are scholars, Ho has never glv.
on n spelling mutoh himself to the public;

and can do It sgain, Wo won't get angry
about and disgrace ourselves by wanlng to
whip some one, eltber.
Mr. Hodges, wo eannot excopt Centanr by
any means, 11 thore aver apponred a “host"
of fanters In the Cultivator, wo did not sos,
or write them, If they wore thero. We
elalmed 1o be ablp to wpell then, and do not
rotreet, or except any now,
What 1 have written s the sentiment of
oevery disinterested person that has sttended
my school, and they wili vouch for my
statemont.

I bave Iaborsd the past winter for the ad
vancoment of tha youth of this vieinity, and

think I have attained the end sought,
Menmre ELuiorr,

A N,.rrow Escape.
Pexix, Cowrirz Co,, W, T, )
Muarch 26, 1877, )
Ev. Fanuen: A parrow esoaps from a
walery grave or & happy experience inas
mud bath, Thero was u party glyen st Mr.
David Konyon's onm the 23d Inst., about &

Iewlsriver, Thero was n party of sleven
on their way tothe dance, in & wagon; while
driving a round a grade along the bank of
Lewin river thelr wagon ecapsized and came
near upiliing them Into the river. There
wero & few small stumps that saved all from
going into the river, wagon and passengers;
20 fest either way, back or forward, we
would have missed the stumps and went
into the river, where the water was about 20
fool deep, and run very rapidly. Tho most
of the passongers were covered with the
wigon bed and bay; no one seriously hurt,
but al! badly seared, Mr, J. 8, Hozarth wan
the only one that leaped from the wagon, he
belng the teamstar, 1it to his feet and held
on (o the reins, It was no fault of the driver
that the wagon capsized: the ground was
very soft, and the wheels on the lower side
out down sa that it was obliged to turn the
other side up, after we got righted up, and
the mud scraped off, we went on our way
rejoicing, thanking God that we esoapoed as
woll as wo did. We were all fond of good
muasla, nud we had a littlo of that kind that
did not chord very well In golog sround the
grade, but after driviong about one mile from
the grade, we reached the hall, where the
music was charming to sll, Wao soon drove
dull cares sway, Wo had a splendid tima,
& good tu;nout, eonsidering tho bad weathoer;
wlso & splondid oyster supper, Noexl morn-
Ing we returned bome, feeling auply pald
for all of our bad Juck lu crossing the grade,
The ball was woll mensged by J. 5, Boenrth
anud Albert Luslling. J. 8, STILL.

U. 8 CIRCUIT COURT.

Moxpay, Mareh 24, 1877,

W. T, Wythe va, Jubn H, Moores; cause
disuingnd  snd plastit has  Judgewent
agninst defsudant Jor the oosis,

Nt Ve satot; procesdings,

Suwe v Halus Mallory; seme prooeed -
Inus.

Bame ve KEliza Strong, same procesdings,

Natng ve L. N, Dyar; same proosed ings,

Same va J. D, Mo Uurdy; sewme proceed-
inge,

Same vs Ladd & Bush; samo procesdings,

Same va Yiols Green; same  procosd ings,

Sume ve Adbort Gllbert; upon stipolaiion
Judgment for defoudunt that be is the owner
1n oo 0f e premises descerived Iy the com-
plalut wnd entiiled w tho possesson thoreol

sud lor costs,
Tukspay, March 27, 1877,

Grand Jury returned w billor inalctaent
endoreed “not 8 true bill,"”

U, 8, vad, W, Barcaw; indlotment for do-
Ing business as a retall liguor dealer without
paying tax, UGrand jury prescnied a bill of
indictment sndorsed not 8 true bill which
wia recolved by the court wund ordered filed
sod that said defendent be disealirged and
go hence without day, and that the surotios
an his bood be exonerated from sny lurther
biabilition,

W.T. Wythe va Geo, Mollonkotl; judg-
ment that the Jofoudont s the owuer uf the
promises describod (o the complant and s
pititled to the possession thereol, and that

Iaintfl bave judgemeut sgalost deledsnt
‘or his costs ln this case 10 be waxed,

Same va sawe; sams procecdings ln Lhis
case &l last,

wo have; wo have ' fainned! him out twiee, |

miles from Pekin, an the north fork of | Ue,
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Stavvorp, Conn,, Mareh 27.<The dam of
the Swflordville reservoir gave way this
morning, cansing in this village tearfol dam-
aes,  Tho railrond froight bouse and all the
cnrs were winshod awey luvi:st only the
passengoer  depok The Staffo National
Bank, Congregatiooal churel and sbout fif«
teen other buldings bave been washed away .
The flood cama upon the village suddenly.
and lin eilpcts bavo beoen yery disastrous;
throo miles of rallroad trmok are washed
awny also two Howe truss bridgoes betwesn
statiord and Tollamd, The Hoeod has cansed
trouble sll along the line of the !lﬂl‘lﬂ“\'hn
which was prompily brought into requisi.
tlon, and neighboring towns warned ol the
wiguty rush of wators that was causiog groat
destruetion of property nnd threatoning the

Lo of 11l

The aceldont s a terriblo blow upon the
valley., About 1,000 haods are thrown out of
work, Industries are sadly orippled. The
loss na far as Stailord Springs Is ostlmatod st
from bl s million to s million dolinrs,
Muach ofthis s in small sumse, The damege
balow Staflor ! 8prings is not easy to get. At
vonsista of I.n[iury to bridges aud rosds, but
oo other miils neo thought to ba destroyed.
Tho superintendont of the Now London and
Northarn road states that the track is sll gono
from the Stailprd passonger depot balf a mile
souih, and with the track wout the frelght
cars and Melght bonse and two Howe truss
bridges, Two iles sonith of Tolland the
track is washiod sway, Wollington bridge s
probably undprmined, Soath of that an-
other pleco of track Is washod and another
bridge s sndangored, T'ha water is now up
to the Noor wad s reported sl rising. No
damugo s roported on other rallronds in Lo
Stato,

Puravenenia, Marelhy I7.<Wool quict
and i moderaie domand; Colorudo waspod
e lBe; unwashedy 16400200 X Al merino
puiled, StGedde; No. 1 and super polled,
S0Gedte; Lexow lue and medium, 206523805
coRrse, 1861220,

PostanUanars Washington, March 20 —
Postmasters sppointed — Senecs H. Abbott,
Alvord, Grant county, Uregon; Peter B, Sot-

Chan, Dowey, Vil L ooun 1

"
Oregon; James U, Kelty ?{mm’: Yambil
sounty, Oregon; Lorow ﬁ.m,ﬂonm Pon-
ton county, Oregon; Geo, E, Cole, Portiand,
Multnomah county, Oregon,

European Grain Masket,

——

Lownox, Maroh 20.—The Mark Lane Er-
press in its weskly review of the British corn
trade says: During the past weak the mar-
ket was lower than for some time previous
and drying winds have enabled farmers (o
make seady progress with spriog plowing
and sowing. ‘Thers have been soma sharp
falls of rain as well sy snow and sleet. Thoso
have not Injnred growing wheat, the condl-
tlon of which |s satisfactory, bul bave hin-
dered the sowiag of barley, and dolaying
agricultuml labor eapecially on heavy lands
vn:ml\ are oo sadden to be workable, Ad-
vioos from Seatlnnd state that fair progress
has been made with thosowing of oais, beans
and poas, But ashort acreage of barley in
sxpooted owing to the unworkablo state of
henvy lands, Although tha sesson has beon
more Avorablo than kst year atthis time,
Little alterstion 1s noticenble in the conntry
trade which Is steady but luactive, Home
grown graln anod nmluu'; barloy have ad-
vanesd ono shilling both In the country and
in Mark Lane. Theweok lmports of forelgn
wheat lnto [ ondon have besa light, prin-
alpally from the East Indies and Germany,
About 2,500 quarters enmae from Franca, aond
it s pessible that the wanls of onr near
nolghbers may have besn overratad. The
poutinuod supply from Germany 1y also ro-
markable after the roport of & deflclont harv-
ost last your, Notwithstanding report that
the Australian harvest onaplotely falled weo
shinll probably ot all the whilte whost ro-
quired this year from Callfornis snd ITodia,
Spot bosiness during the woask has boen
quint and witaout special interest, hsiog con-
dned to snpply the prosanl peqairsiisnis,
Consumption hes oot yel resshisd  the ox-
tnt whon ||rln-ul.|ull Oof Eranaries oiercissn
an intlaones on prices,  ITadesision has besn
notteeable throwghout the trdo, by o
iR Wt Mol fTantire at this time of the
Vomr, when lmporiors and consumers aliko
Wmust measurs Lhelr requiremoenis sginat
probmble supplios, snd ostimate the lmporte
which iy be ex poctind for poris on Ehs soa-
board during the winter, which is alioost
| oloar of vargoes of wheat, Russlan deserip-
| tops for prompt shipment have it rwitod
moroe atlention, California  rules stowly.
The snles of Eogli=h wheat last Week wers
1717 quartors st 6' , sgalnst 45,008 quasrisr-
wtd 2.0 Last yoar. Lumports ot the United
Kiogdom during the week onding March
| 17th wora U558 810 ewt, of wheat aud 118 540
| uwe, of flour,

[ Livisror. Mareh

excopt for corn, which s dall, Coru—32 Wl
for uew mized Westorn, 2s 5d old, Whest
wlits T 1 )n Tor svorags Califorin white, 104
10001 s %0 for vlub, Ge Bdigil Od for Weatern
spring. Heceipts of wheat the last three
days, 10,000 quurters; Amerioan 20,000,

27, —Besadstuits  firm

Soods and Grains for Distribution.

I have rscalved from the Department, ab
Washington, an assortment of gralons, &o.,
including Spring and Winter whoat, Uals,
Harloy, Mangrol Wurtzel, and Sugsr Heot,
! The Early Touzalle Spring wheat I large,
{ and farmans who biave sesn it pronounce it
supsrior borry fur Oragon cultivation, it be-
log largor Lhan sverngs Jastern graing,

K. M, Wairg,
Secy State Agl Hoclery.




