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Blie was unaaly consclous pernaps
that sound morality was on her slde
in this,

“Let us leave him out of It. After

all, it i3 no odds who told. The harm
§s done.”

*No, I shall ask Griff."”

Dan smiled doubtfully,

“That will settle It If you belleve
what he tells you,"

“His denlal will be quite sufficient for
me, Mr. Oakley,” with chilly pollte-
ness.

There was a long pause, durlng which
Dan looked at the carpet and Miss Em-
ory &% nothing in particular. He real-
ized how completely he had separated
bimself from the rest of the world In
ber eyes. The hopelessness of his love
goaded him on. He turned to her with
sudden gentleness and sald penitently:

“Won't you forgive me?”

“I have nothing to forgive, Mr. Onk-
ley,” with lofty self denlal, and again
Dan smiled doubtfully. Her saying o
did not mean all it should have meant
to him.

He swept his hand acroas hlg face
with a troubled gesture. “I don't know
what to do” he observed ruefully.
“The turf seems knocked from under
my feet™

*“It must have been a dreadful ordenl
to pasa through alone,” she sald, “We
are so distressed for your sake” And
she seemed so keenly sympathetic that
Dan's beart gave a great bound in his
breast.  He put aslde his mounting
bitterness against her,

*I don't know why I came to see you
today. I just wanted to, and so I
came. 1 don't want to force a friend-
ship.™

Miss Emory murmured that no ex-
CURG WAS Necessary.

“l am not too sure of that. 1 must
appear bent on exhibiting myself and
my woes, but I can’t go into retire-
ment, and I can't let people see I'm
burt.”

His face took on a strong resolve,
He couldn’t go without telllng her he
loved her. His courage was suddenly
riotous,

“Once, not long ago, I dared to be-
Heve 1 might level the differences he-
tween ue, [ recogulzed what they
were, but now It I8 hopeless. There
are some things & man can't overcome,
no matter how hard he trles, and [
suppose belng the son of a murderer is
one of these.” He paused and, ralsing
his eyes from the carpet, glanced at
ber, but her face was averted, THe
went on, desperately: “It's quite hope-
less, but I have dared to hope, and I
wanted you to know. 1 hate to leave
things unfinished.”

There was a long silence, then Miss
Emory sald softly:

“1 am so sorry."”

“Which means you've never cared
for me," dryly.

But she did not answer him. B8he
was wondering how she would have
felt had the confesslon come forty-
elght bours earlier,

“I suppose I've been quite weak and
foolish," sald Dan,

Bhe looked into his face with a slow
smile.

“Why do you say that? Is It weak
and foollah to care for some one?"

“Waan't 1t? with suddenly kindled
bope, for he found it hard to give her
up.

Miss Emory drew herself together
with a slgh.

“I mnever thought of this,” she sald,

which was bhardly troe; she had
thought of it many times.
“No," admitted Dan, [nnocently

enough for her Hghtest word had be
come gospel to him, such was hia love |
and reverence. “You couldn't know."
Poor Oakley, his telling of It was the
smallest part of the knowledge. *1
think 1 see mow, perfectly, how great
a difference this affatr of my father's
must make, It sort of cuts me off
from everything."

“It is very tragic, I wish you hadn't
told mwe just pow."” Her lips trembled
pathetically, and there were tears In
her eyea

“I've wanted to tell you for & long
time."

“I didn't know.™

“Of course you couldn't know," he
repeated. Then he plunged shead |
reckleasly, for he found there was
A carious satisfaction fg telllng her of |
his love, hopeless as It waa.

“It has been most serlons and sacred
to me, I shall never forget you—never,
It has helped me In 8o many ways just
to know you. It bas changed so many
of my fideals. 1 can't be grateful
enough.”

Miss Emory approved his attitude,
It was as it should be, She wag sorry
for him. Bhe admired his dignity and
repression. It made him seem so
strong and purposeful.

“You will ind your bhapplness some
day, Mr, Oakley, You will fnd some
one more worthy than L" She knew
be would be insensible to the trite
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“"You have heard éhu story from Mr,
er.”!

80 edslly into the position of a rejected
lover.

“1 don't want you to think It Is go-
ing to ruln my life,"” he sald quletly,
“or anything of that sort.”

An appeal to heér pity seemed wenk
and contemptible,

“I have striven to win what I ean't
have, what Is not for me, and I am sat-
isfied to have mnade the effort.”

Migs Emory bit her llp. e was go-
ing to put Iér out of his life entirely.
It wis ended, and he would do his best
to forget her with what speed he
might, for he loved ber and was too
generous to wish her to suffer. This
gencrosity, needless to say, wus too
altrulstic for Constance to fully appres
cinte its benuties, Indeed, she did not
regurd It as generosity at all, She re-
sented It. She reallzed that probably
she wonld not see him agnin-at leaet,
the meeting would not be of his mak-
Ing or choosing. There was to be no

gentimental aftermath., He was pre-
paring to go, like the sensible fellow he
was, for good and all, and she rebelled
against the decrve. It seemed brutal
and harsh. She was angry, hurt and
offended. Perhaps her consclence wus
troubling her too. Bhe kpnew she wnos
mean and petty,

“1 don’t think It could have been very
serlous to you, Mr. Oakley," she mur-
mured, gazing abstractedly from the
window,

“I don't know why you think that.
I ean’t say any more than I have sald,
It cludes all”  She wanted to tell
hilm he gave up too ensily,

“At any rate, we are friends” he
ndded.

“Are you golng?' she cried, with a
ring of real longing and regret In her
volee, Hfted ont of herself for the mo-
ment at the thonght of losing him,

Dan nodded, and a look of pain
came Into his face.

“Yeu, I nin golng.'

“But you dare not golng to
Antloch 1"

“Oh, no!"

And Miss Emory felt a4 sense of re-
lief, Bhe rose from her chair, *“Then
1 shall see you again¥"

“Probably,” smlling. “We couldn't
well avold seelng each other in o place
the slze of this."

He held out his hand frankly,

“Aud I shan't see you lere any
more?” she asked sofltly,

“I guess not,” a lttle roughly, The
bitterness of hig loss stung him, e
felt something was wrong somewlhere,
He wondered, too, It she had been
quite falr to him, If her ability to
puard herself was entirely commendu-
Ble after all, He knew in the end his
only memaory of her would be that she
wis beantful, He would earry this
memwory and a haunting sense of in-
completeness with him wherever he
woent,

Sho placed her hand o his and look-
ed up into his face with troubled, serl-
OUR CY S,

“Goodby.” 1t was almost 8 whisper,

Dan crossed the room to the door
and flung It open. For an instant he
wavered on the threshold, but a wo-
ment later was striding downo the
street, with his hat Jummed needlessly
low over his ears nnd his haods thrust
deep In his trousers pockets,

At the window Constance, with a
white, seared face, wus wiatching him
from between the parted curtalus. Bhe
hoped Le would look buaek, but be pey-
er ouee turped his head,

leave

(To be continued.)

nens of her remark,

“No," generously, “that couldn't be,
I'U not find any one. 1'll not look."

“Oh, but you will!"

Alresdy, with the selfishness of hor
#ex and 4 selfishness which was great-
er than that of her sex, she wius regret-
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Timber Land, Act June 3, 1878.— |
Notice For Publication.

[nited States Land Office, Rose-
| burg, Oregon, March 16th, ltll‘l'll’;Ir

Notice Is hereby glven that In com-
pliance with the provisions of t.he_ act |
al Congress of June §, 1878, entitled
“An act for the gale lof timber lgnds
in the states of Callfornia, Orw.:(m“
Nevada, and \fus]litli{nn Terrftory," |

15 extended tp all the Publig Land
sBtates by act ust 4, ISEI‘..‘.'
| Charles J. V { North Bénd,
{county of Cops, state pf Oregon, has
[ this day filed in this office his sworn
‘statement N@. 7880, fof the purchase
of the goutheast guarler of section
No, 12 in Jtownship No. ‘.{G south,
range No. {12 west, will offer
prool to shpw thiat the landfsought ls
more valugble for its tigibak or stone

f An
n Zile,

estublish Bls clalm to 1 lu.ml‘ be-
l?h_'l'.k of

fore the clerk 4n
county oaurt, Coos coupty, Oregon,
at his Il"I'l' at Coqullled Pregoy, on
Friday the 7th duy of Ju g, 1007.

He namés ns witnessesfWilliam H,
Morguu, pf Marshiield, (pos county,
[Oregon, George M. Seéllgy of North
Bend, Coos county, 0_‘ on, Harl
[ Sehrimzher, of North Bénd, .l“-uns
county, Oregon, George 'D.'.I Mnm'llgn.J
of North Bend, Cops county, Orggon,
Walter A. Haring, of Noh Bend,
Coos county, Oregon, | .

Auy and all persons claiming ad-
versely the above described lillllﬂ nre
requestod to fle thele alaima in this
office on or before sald 7ohiday of
June, 1907 Y
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