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Y1 suppose there 18 such n thing ns |
duty, but don't you think, under the
circumstances, your responsibllity s

really very light?"
Dan laughed softly.

“1 didn't imagine you would be the

first to advise me to shirk it.”

“I wouldn'# ordinarily, but you don't
know Auntloch. They can make it very

unpleasant for you. The town ls In a
fever of excitement over what has hap-
pened today.
not through with you

“Yes, 1 know,
gone back. It looks as If I'd ylelded,
but I couldn’t ask him to when I saw
how he felt about it

“You see, the town llves off the shops
and road. It is a personanl matter to
every man, woman and child In the
place.”

“That's what makes me so mad at
the stupld fools!” sald Oakley, with
some bltterness, “They haven't the
brains to see that they have a lot more
nt stake than any one else. If they
could galn anything from a fight I'd
have plenty of patience with them, but
they nre sure losers. Even If they
strike and the shops are closed for the
next &lx months it won't cost Cornish
a dollar—Indeed, It will be money in
hls pocket.” .

“lI don't think they'll strike,” sald
the doctor. “I didn’t mean that exact-
ly; but they'll try to keep you on a
struin.'

“They have done about all they can
In that direction. The worst has hap-
pened. I woift say it didn’t brulse me
up a bit. Why, I am actually sore In
every bone nnd muscle. I was never
50 battered, but I'm beginning to get
back, and I'm going to live the whole
thing down right Lere, 1 ean’t have
skeletons that are linble to be unearth-
ed at any moment.”

He took n letter from his pocket,
opened it and handed [t to the doctor.

“l guess you can see to read this if

et

The letter was an offer from one of
the blg eastern lines. While the doe-
or knew very little of rallronds, he
inderstood that the offer was a fine
ne and was lmpressed accordingly.
“I'd take 1t," he said. "I wouldn't
ritter away wy time here. Preclous
ttie thanks you'll ever get.”
“l can't honorably break with Gen-
ral Cornlsh, In fact, I have already
clined, but I wanted you to sea the
ter-"
“I am sorry for your sake that you
d. You are sure to have more trou-

‘S0 much the more reason why I
ould stay."
‘I am quite frank with you, Oakley.
me strong influence 18 at work. No,
baso't to do with your father, You
't well be held accountable for his
g
tyder's laughter reached them as he
ke, Oakley could see him falntly
lined in the moonlight, where he sat
ween Constance Emory and her
ther, The influence was there, It
8 probably at work at that very mo-
nt,

wouldn't be made a martyr
ugh any chivalrous sense of duty,”
tinued the doetor. “I'd look out for
g
an laughed agaln,
‘ou are preaching cowardice at a
t rate.”
Vell, what's the use of sacrificing
If? You possess & most horrible
of rectitude.”
would like to ask a favor of you,"
tating.
was golog to say if there was any-
g I could do"—
f you don't mind,” with Increasing
Itancy, *“will you say to Miss Emory
me that I'd like to see her tomor-
afternoon? I'll ecall about 8—that
‘Yes, I'll tell her for you,"
“Thank you"” gratefully. “Thank
bu, very much., You think she will be
home?" awkwardly, for he was
rald the doctor had misunderstood.
“I fancy so, I can see now, if you
ish,"
“No, don't. I'll call on the ghxnes of
ing bher in"
“Just as you prefer”
Oakley extended his hand.
“1 won't keep you stending any lon-
Bomehow our talk has helped me,
night.”
“Good night."
The doctor gazed absatractedly after
jé young man as he moved down the
ireet, and he contlnued to gaze after
m untll he had passed from sight in
be shadows that lay beneath the whis-
ring maples.

CHAPTER XIII.

ERHAFS It showed luck of prop-
er feellng, but Oukley managed
to sleep off a good deal of his
emotions] stress, and when he
his hotel the pext morning he was
te himself aguin,
12 sttitude toward the world was
jo decently cheerful oue of the man
0 s ea & gowl salary and
personul cares arve fur from be-
numerous or pressing,. He was
il capable of looking out for Cor-
i's Intereats, and his own, too, If the

It seems the men are

My father ghould have

you will step nearer the street lamp.”

He went down to the office alert and
vigorous, As he strode o long he nod- | jy:

ded and smiled at the people he me
on the street. If the odlum of his fa

him It should be without his help. An

tioch might count him enllous If It

liked, but it must not think him wenk.

! Kerr, who was unusually cantanker

alry indifference.
hunting up an old order book Dan
wished to see on the score that he was
too busy, whereat, ns Holt expressed
it, the latter “jumped on him with
both feet.” His secqnd officinl act was
to serve formal notice on Branyon that
he was dismissed from the shops. He
was even harsh with Miss Walton, and
took exception to her spelling of a
typewritten letter which he was send-
Ing off {p Cornish in London.
He alyo Inspected every department
In the shops and was glad of an ex-
cuse he discovered to reprimand Joe
Stokes, who was stockkeeper in the
carpenter’s room, for the slovenly man-
ner in which the stock was handled.
Then he returned to the office and as
a matter of discipline kept Kerr busy
all the rest of the morning hauling
dusty order books from a dark closet,
He felt that If excltement wns what
was wanted he was the one to furnish
it. He had been too easy,
Nuturally the office force gave a deep
slgh of satisfaction en Onkley closed
his desk and announced that he was
golng uptown and would not return.
Miss Walton econfided to Kerr that she
Just hoped he would never come back,
It was a little before 3 o'clock when
Dan presented himself at the Emorys'.
The mald who answered his ring ush-
ered him into the parlor with marked
trepidation, She was a timid soul
Then she swished from the room, but
returned almost Immedlately to say
that Miss Emory would be down In a
moment,
When Coustance entered the room he
advanced a little unceainly, She ex-
tended her hand quite cordially, how-
ever, There was no trace of embar-
rassment or constraint in her manner,
As he took her hand Dan sald sim-
ply, golng straight to the purpose of
lils call: ]
“I have thought a good deal over
what I whnt to tell you, Miss Emory."”
Miss Emory Instantly took the nlarm
and was on the defensive. She en-
veloped herself In that specles of In-
scrutable feminine reserve men find
so difficult to penetrate, She could
not lmagine what be had to tell her
that was so pressing. He was certain-
Iy very curious and unconventional.
There was one thing she feared he
miglit want to tell her which she was
firmly determined not to hear.
Oakley drew forward a chalr,
“Won't you sit down?' he asked
gravely,
“Thank you, yes” It was all so
formal they both smiled.
Daun stood with his back to the fire-
place, now filled with ferns, and rested
an elbow on the mantel. There wus
an awkward pause, At last be saild
slowly:
“It seems I've been the subject of a
lot of taulk during the last two days,
and I bave been saddled with a matter
for which I am in no way responsible,
though It appears to reflect on me
guite as much as If I were.”
“Really, Mr, Oakley,” began Con-
stance, scenting danger abead. But
her visitor was ln no mood to tempo-
rize,
“One moment, please,” he sald hasti-
ly, “You have heard the story from
Mr. Ryder.”
“l bave heard
well."
“It has Influenced you''—
“No, I won't say that,” defiantly.
Bhe was not accustomed to being cate-
chised.
“At least It has eaused you to seri-
ously doubt the wisdom of an ac-
quaintance," blurted Oakley.
“You mre very unfair,” rising, with
latent anger,
“You will greatly oblige me by sit-
ting down agaln."
And Constance, astonished beyond
measure at his tone of command, sank
back Into her chalr with a little smoth-
ered gasp of surprise, No one had ever
ventured to speak to her llke that be-
fore. It was & new experlence,
"We've got to finlsh this, you know,”
explalned Den, with one of his frank-
est smlles, and thers was o genial sim-
pUcity about his smile which was very
attractive, Constance, however, was
not to be propitiated, but she kept her
seat. Bhe was apprehensive lest Oak-
ley would do something more startiing
and novel if she attempted to cut short
the Interview,
Bhe stole a glance at him from under
her long lashes. He was stodying the
earpet, apparently quite lost to the
enormity of his conduct. *“You have
beard their side of the story, Miss Em-

it from others as

ory. I want you to hear mine, It's
only falr, lsu't 1t You have beand
that my father s un ex-convict? .

ther's crime was to attach itself to |

His first officlal act was to go for

ous, and he gave that frigid gentleman
A scare which lagted him for the better
part of a week, for Kerr, who had con-
vinced himself overnight that Oakley
must resign, saw himself having full
swing with the Huckleberry and was
disposed to treat his superior with
He had objected to

defense,

strike ut me over my father's shoul- |
der? demanded Oukley, with pl]pw‘
ble exasperation,

ber nature und her evaslans galled
him,
generous fecllng?
would be angry at his words and man- |
ner.

you seem to think, but I do not belleve |
ln condamning sny one as you would
condemn him-—unheard"

“That he Is a murderer?”
aliead mercilosaly.

"‘-N.l‘

“And this is influencing you "

"l suppose it is" helplessly.

nI

would naturally. It was a great shock I

to us all.”

at "

“We are very, very sorry for you
AMr, Onkley.
manner last night. The whole situa
tion was so excessively awkward.
am sure you must have felt it."”

r “T did,” shortly.

“Oh, dear, 1 hope you didn't think me |

| unkind!"
“No.”

y¥: “It's taken me all this time to real-

t | ize my position,

some sort of an apology. You must

- | ned.” He hoped she would say 1o,
but bhe was disappointed. Her con-
sclence had Dbeen troubling her, and
she was perfectly willing to share her

" | remorse with him since he was so Edited by W, B ITARRIS, PhD., LLD.,
ready to nesume a part of it. She was United States Cofamissloner of Bducation.,
as conventional as extreme respecta- | f . 2380 Clarto Pages
bllity could make her, but ghe had nev- oy lMen b0 Rgmtrtions.  Rich Biadings
er liked Onkley balf so well. She ad- | | NeededinEveryHome
mired his courage. He didn't whine. Alio Webster’s Cileglate Dictionary
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mirable, but It was certainly too bad DalLive 115 in, I'rinted from
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Dan ralsed his eyes to hers. “Miss
Emory, the only time I remember to
have seen my father untll he came
here a few weeks ngo was through the
grutiug of bis cell door. My mother

took me there as a little boy. When
she diedl I came west, where no one
knew we. I had already learned that,
beeause of bim, 1 was somehow Judged
and condemned too. It has always
been banging over me, I have alwoys
feared exposure. 1 suppose I can
hush it up after awhike, but there will
always be some one to tell It to who-
ever will Hsten, It I8 no longer a se-
cret.”
“Was it falr to your friends, Mr,
Oukley, that It was a secret?”
“1 ecan't see what business [t was of
thelrs. It is nothing I have done, and,
anyhow, I have never bhad any friends
uutil now I earad especlally about.”
“Ou!" and Miss Ewmory lowered her
eyes, Bo long as he was merely de-
termined and stupld he was safe, but
should he become sentimental it might
be embarrassing for them both.
“You have sten my father, Do you
think from what you can judge from
nppearances that he would kill & man
In cold blood? It was only after years
of insult that it came to that, and then
the other man was the aggressor.
What my father did he did in self de-
fense, but I am pretty sure you were
not told this.”
He was swayed by a sense of duty
townrd his father and a desire to vindi-
cate him—he was so passive und en-
durlng. The Intlmacy of thelr relation
had begotten warmth and sympathy.
They had been drawn nearer and near-
er each other, The clunnishness of his
blood and race asserted itself. It was
a point of honor with him to stand up
for his friends and to stand up for his
father most of all. Could he, he wonld
have ground hls heel into Ryder's face
for his part In circulating the garbled
version of the old convict's history.
Some one should suffer as he had been
muaide to suffoy.

“Of course Mr, Ryder did not know
what you have told me,” Constance
sald hastily. She counld not have told
why, but she had the uneasy feellng
that Griff required a champion, that
be was responsible,
*Then you did hear
Ryder?”

Bhe did not answer, and Oakley, tak-
lng her sllence for assent, continued:

It from Mr,

sues GET TH

“Yes," agreed Dan, “I can under
stund, 1 think, just how you must look
I want to explain my & (i ¥

1 ’ =

Then he added, a trifle wearl-
I suppose | owe you

have thought me fearfully thick skin- |

t
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“I dou't suppose it was told you el-

ther that he was pardoned because of

an oet of consplcuous hercism, that at
the risk of his own life heé saved the
lives of several nurses and patients In
the hospital ward of the prison where
he was confined.” He looked inguir-
Ingly at Constance, but she was still
silent. *“Miss Bmory, my father came
to me to all Intents an absolute stran-
ger. Why, I even feared him, for I
didn't know the kind of man he was,
but 1 have come to have & great affec-
tlon and regard for him. I respect
him, too, most thoroughly, There Iy
not an hour of the day when the re-
membrance of his crime ls not with
bhim, Don't you think it cowardly that
it should have been ventllated slmply
to hurt me, when it must Inevitubly
hurt bim so much more? He has quit
work in the shops, and be 1s determin-
ed to leave Antloch, I may find him
gone when I return to the hotel.”

“And you blame Mr, Ryder for this?" |°
“l do. It's part of the debt we'll
settle some day."

“Then you are unjust.
Kenyon. HIs cousin ls warden of the |
prison. He saw your father there and
remembered him.™

“And told Mr, Ryder,” with a con-
temptuous twist of the lips.

“There were others present at the
time, They were not alone.”

“But Mr. Ryder furnlshed the moen
with the facts.”

It was Mr,
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“How do you know? And once

more her tone was one of deflance and

“I have been told so, and I have
every renson to belleve 1 was correctly

lnformed, Why don't you ndmit that
it was a cowardly plece of business to |

The narrowness of

Why didn't she show a lttle
He expected she |

On the contrury, she replied:

“I am pot defending Mr. Ryder, as l

o,

/

“Vea with a tinge of resret

(To be continued.)
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