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FRESH-WATER SALTS INVESTIGATE RIVERS OF ROMANCE

Career of Adventure Had by Inland Mariners Rivals Even the Spiciest of Tales Related of the Spanish Main.
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{Copyright by Emma Hyatt Morton.)

ACTS outdo fiction. People are
mote interasted In the achieve-
menis of flesh and blood men
than in the lmaginary desds of some
hero who {8 the figment of an Imypres-
sionistic author's mind. No ons be-
&Tudgea men worldly wealth when
thoy gain It by sheer ability and fore-
aight. The almoat unwritten pages
of Columbla river history hold the
investigator breathless
The hardy race of river pilots and
navigutors that wersa developed' In
Oregon with the {nception and spread
of navigation of thé Interior streams
of the northwest had no peer in the
annels of American literature. Some
of thelr achievements were told in n

previous chapter; now comes a fur-
ther continuation of their alluring
deeds.

Thoroughly imbued with the essen-
tially American characteristic of in-
dividuality, they were quick to seize
epportunity and needed no precedent
for thelr work. They neglected no
chances, they were croators: made
their own opsnings and, once started,
saw the thing through to the finish.
It is e difficult matter. even at the
Present late day, to adequately real-
ize the valuoe of thelr plonesr sarvices
to the Oregon country.

Fortunes Founded Here.

Fortunes that were reaped from
the rivers of the northwest wers le-
gion. and thess ploneer accumuls-
tions of wealth were the foundation
for zome of theo largest of the estatés
now existent In the country. The
capital that was thue attracted to
Oregon has been of incalculable value
in gnaking possibie the present-day
prosperity of the region. Why this
phese of life In the ploncer growth of
this corner of the United States has
never received more =attention will
ever remain a mystery.

From the day when Lot Whitcomb
conceived the idea of building the
famous river craft that bore his name,
to the present, the steamers thst
busily ply the Columbia and Its net-
work of branches have been making
nistory. One hundred and twenty-
ecvén years ago Admiral Vancouver,
the British explorer, made the first
soundings at the mouth of the Colym-
bia and sent the firat accurate chart
of the bars and spita to the admiralty
In London. Ever since thess aound-
ings have been the basis for work at
the Columbia’s mouth. They showed,
in destall, the conformation of thas
channals at the polnt where the hugs
river mot the sca, and the river itgelf
to sbove Astoris.

Could Vancouver visit this stream
today he could not belleve his sensos,

for hero at Portland, is located an
ocean harbor over a hundred mliles
from the s=ea. Should he place hils
leadsman in the chalng and start
sounding he would hardly credit his
senses when the chart, as the line
reeled ouf to the distant bottom,
would call for from 45 to 160 feet and
he could find no bar. But his aston-
ishment would be greater should he
start a journey inland, as he would
find an almost uniform channel way
through of more than 35 feet depth.

Bar Project Begins.

When Vancouvaer first charted the
mouth of the river he found the depth
about 27 feet. This was In 1783. In
1883 the river mouth had shoaled
alarmingly and the United States en-
glnesrs recommended a jetty project,
with the result that congress appro-
priated the necessary funds and tha
aouth jetty wes started. At this time
tiwe river depth was about 21 fest in
the main channel and ocean craft de-
esiring to enter frequently had to lay
to oulside for days and even weeks
for a favorable opportunity when tide
and weather would sallow them to
make ths perilous bar passage.

With the progress of the jetiy and
the scouring actlon of the current
the channels were changed and the
depth gradually increassd, until Clat-
&0p spit began moving north and man-
eged to aguain close the channel,
which, sbme 20 years later, placed the
englneers face to face with a totally
incomprehensible problem, as they dis-
eovered that the channsl was but two
feet deeper and that they had less
than an inch s yenr to show for thelr
work’ and expenditure of money. Im-
mediately they set about the solution
of this difficulty, with the result that
a further extension of thd south jetty
wae recommended and the addltional
conatruction of a shorter work on the
north. the purpose of the two confin-
ing arms being to hold the current of
the river In check and force it to
dredge its own channsl.

Safe Harbor Results.

This recommenddtion met with gov-
ernmeant approval and the work was
aguin taken up, with the result that
the most sanfuine predictions of the
men in charge of the work have been
fulfilled, and the Columbia river bar
iz no more, it being posslble for any
ocean-golng vessél to enter In perfect
safety In almost any westher. And
while this work has besa going on nt
the mouth of the river the develop-
ment of the upper reaches of streamn
bas heen by no means neglected.

Expenditure of some $14,000,000 in
various projects of dredging and
channel opening, the most sssantial
being the conatruction of the Celllo
locks., has produced n system of In-
land waterways that has bul one peer
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York and seld $2,000,000 of Oregon river navigation =tock.
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The J. N. Teal In n type of the fast high-powered boals developed in Oregon.
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in the country. Recently the state of
New York, with government co-op-
eration, disbursed some §$150.000.000 in
the devalopment 0f a barge canal that
has but 2 s=mall percentage of the
tonmnage value that the streamms of the
Oregon country possess. Nature haa
done more for thie region than any
amount of skillful engineering -and
monesy could accomplish.

Bul while ali this has been going
on. while man has been co-operating
with natural forces to make safe the
ingreas and egress at the rivers
mouth, and the safs and rapid naviga-
tion of her upper reachas and tribu-
taries, the ploneers among “the nawvi-
gitors have been steadily doing their
best to demonstrats the neceanity for
the immease prajects that have been
carried to a successful conclusion. It
was Lheir exploration and demonstra-

‘Uon of the values of the trafflic that

forced the putivn to taks a hand to

ald the territory served by the nat-
ural streams, and while engaged
this work the first-hand rivar men
and thsir craft have had ma=v nd-
ventures.
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Hiver Ilife With A&T.artare.

Starting with <3e launching of the
Columbia at Astoria by Genaral Adalr
and of the Lot Whitcomb at Milwau-
kie, the annals of river history mre
rife with almost anbeilevable tales of
breathiess adventure. On the upper
reaches of the rivers. barred as they
were by raplds at Oregon City on
the Willamelte and at Cascades and
‘The Dalles on the Columbia, make-
shift means for handilng the freight
offsred were employed, the solution
of the difficulty dspending on tha
Inventive genius of the men engaged.
Hven prior to the advent of steam
navigation of the lower river By the
two boats lsunched in 1550 the upper

reaches of the Willamette were being
developad.

Captaln James D). Miller owned a
flatboat &5 feet long with which he

made two round trips weekly between
Canemah and Dayton and Lafayette.
Captain George Pease had a larger
boat on the same run. and the two
alternated. On tha down trip they
trom 3040 to 400 bushels of
wheat each wvoyvages, for which thay
received 50 centa per bushel fralght.
and on the upriver run they charged
$35 per ton measursment and had
all the business they could care for.

Indian Motors on Bomis.

Of epurss, thess bhohta had to have
power, but this wag xn easy mattor
of solution for the doughty captainsa,
for they iikely had In mind the ex-
ample set by the anclent Roman tri-
remes and employed paddlers, not
slaves as In days df old, but swarthy
Indiana, skilied with the canoe and

carried

| means of getting goods through, and | H

rexpert river navigators. Captain Miller | fascinn 1K certainly

had four of these units In his Indian | have n of cases,
engine, and pald them wut the rate| Ler o books for
of $18 per day The beauty of this | 1 ) some of thelr ad-
typs of motor was that It was t-Z.1.~t:rJ| v e ea

|

and additionnl be
placed in operation at need, and Cap-
tain Peasse had o more up-to-date af-

folr, as hia was a silx-cylinder m-':«-r.|

cylinders couid Lot Whiltvoml Braves Ocean.
ter her latinch-

hristmas day.

2 Pl 1
Gasoline and lgnition troubles were, 7 :['h\-t'l:l..:r'so:nt(:é
unheard of, and |t was not necessary |’ -._'- . his - ek
to evem crank the engine at start-| PO ; il s
ing, though a cartaln amount of : : sold ht
ful priming was no doubt necessary| il $a that
at times. Thera . {8 no record. bhul] b o ek Wik
there |s more than a possibility that s b !h':. a-““m‘
at certain timea a Jjudicious mixture t towed tolian PRl
of flulds to the carburetors of the A e i B
cylindera assisted materinily in the

little Willam-
trip succens-
the Goldbn

of
of

rapld propulsion the

The Columbia

Ccra
Astor

did a

profitable business from the time of ‘11: ;”‘

her Inunching in the river trade, ply- NGl 4o :““.r F

ing between Portland and the river| " = ;

mouth, 24 hours each way. with fre- | LD® "

quent trips to the portage at Cascades. "“_ e i .

The charge was $25 per head for {he  Gevalaminait o8
| passengers and the same awmount for 5 g s aralfo s
a4 ton of freight, and requently ths e B g i
passengers were jammed aboard as ot

thick as poseible. The Columbia lived

ritbons of
but a short time and her engines wera

18 [nterior.

iTanstisredto the Fashian, mod tha] i the | Gppar this year

hiull was swepl Lo sea during & June Kin | A)aiils made her

freshetl. |bow In the truds Canemah

Hatenunx Handed Trade. ™ priver ¥ L= She was made

. o - lengthened

"Writing of this period, Dun O'Nell, wer supplled

the véateran purser, de_-.-:nhc-_- gomo o.‘_ 5 ne and bollew.

| the difficulties of navigation. Open | pilet and pur-
|;..-.“t_5 and man power were the on

vice for & long
n Alexander

on several occasions he took -'h-usi'i the steamer
of fleets of bateaux belonging to ™ ad purchased
the Hudson's Bay company. Thoe et / ta Portlam
earried about a llv.c-:nu cRrgo I-'u\_'l‘-. ess and placed her
and were handled by a crew of ‘:"‘: er Willamette run
Indians, about five of them belug ’“I..., . i = i fitable
a fleet Vancouver would bhe left in|t - down Wt Fort-
the afterncom and the first landing | *¢ y o I 2 "r‘ on Lthe
and night's camp would be made near | 40 X .y \ I ‘\ l.m_. il
whare St Johns now stands This - = anwihe

was prior Lo 1850, when the \. Py F n 4

steamers antered the field. Milwaukie | “°

would ba reached Lhve s=econd night,; Barrel Doat Makes Debut.
and the followlng .night Oregon. Clty. Then came the Multnomal, another
But it was in pgettihg through the|of the famed plonesr boats, ar a& real
first rapids just below Oregon Clty 'I N mer, for she arrived in
that the first trouble wus encoun-|s W o wlled the barrel
tered. Here the Indlans wofld wade | on actcount of th type of her
and tow through the swift current, | consts tion, i wWas i1t ofs
“patient and enduring. g_ﬁ[)d‘]]f.‘_[lrf‘ltI‘_t.l_-;\o‘-: T she w into
and willing, as long as theéy received | service from Canemah to Corvalils
thalr dollar a day and plenty of fresh |and was boat to ascend. the
beeaf.,” sald O'Nell ] AagTicu al col-
One of the events that O'Neil tells On somé rips” the
of was the arrival of a cargo of i E as high as
achoolma'ams for the Oregon schools of and enjoved
At thin time, in 1851, he was in com- | gulte fitable trade The Cans-
mand of the Columbin and had the|mah, an opposition boal. made her
pleasure of taking this delightful con- | initial trip on the same route about
sisnment through to their destination. | this time. and managed to obtain the
It would be interexting in view of |mall contract, and Nnthaniel Cos was
the certainty thst these more than Woncluded on Fage &) =




