SUNDAY OREGONIAN,

RE you omne of the hundreds of
Oregon hunters who go out each
yvear and bag a deer, a few pheaa-

ants or ducks or some other kind of
guma bird or animal Iife?

Have you ever, then, thought as you
worked vour way aleng through the
brush In the hills, or marshes, or
“through the stubble in the fields, how
t1long the hunting would keep up in this

ymodern day of perfected arms, in-
eregsed numbers of sportamen., de-
ocreased expanse of wild country and

general advancs of civilization?

In the enthusiasm of good hunting
perhips you haven't glven it much
thought, but luckily thg proposition
hus been looked Into by the state. As
# result of thia and thiz alone the
sportsmen of the future are to be able
to enjoy good hunting.

Perpetuating willd animal life is & big
juuderluklng and one which has been
f overlooked by the majority of states.

Oregon has been one of Lthe first to

heed the mnecessity of keeping game
#1ife extant and therefore this state
| holds the Jead In the amount of work
‘and good accomplished.

It is belng done by game roeserva-
tionsg, refuges and farms where ani-
mals and birds are being protected and
" propagated and then llberated to grad-
¢ ually spread Into the hunting country
'1. to compare wits with the nimrod and
;; hisa modern appliances,

i The stite now has under guard & to-
f tul of 143,78% acres of land surrcunding
! state institutions; 26564 square miles or
. 1,889,320 'acres in other parta of the
state; thousands of acres of privately-

owned farms and lands and a1 the ter.

ritory within incorporated ciltles and

towns, The Federal Government has
i four large reservations closed to hunt-
,;lnl': and hundreds of farmers have
! vlosed their premises to the nimrod un-
fder contract with the staute. Not a
Fbird nor an animal can be molested In
: und steps have heen

these roserves
tulkken even to protect them from their
own enemies such ns snules and pred-
atory creature= which prey on eggs,
young birds and the young of game
animals.

The protection and propagation has
been extended to dozmens of varieties of
birds and animals, Iincluding deer, elk,
antdnes, mountain sheep, ducks,
geese, brant., pelicans, pwouse, pheas-
uni®, Bob Whites, forked-talled petrels,
tufted puffins, pigeon gulllemots and a

yTew black oyster catchers.

Guards patrol the reserves, warding

off hunters, trapping and shooting of
predatory animals, pesting “ne hunt-
ing” signs and promoting other pre-

cautlonary measures to prevenl Inter-
ference with the animals or birds which
tha state and Government are trylng
10 protect.

- . -

The refuges wre veritauble incubators
of wild Jife which would need no
gusnrding If tha sportsmen understood
thelr importance in buildine up the
'"hunting. As the refuge plan has grown

intrusiong and violations have been less
frequent and it Is probable that In the
future the campaign of education now
being promoted by the state will have
gained sufficlent strength to make pos-
sible the elimination of the pollcing of
the reserves

It was in 1%00 that the nced of
refuges was {irst seen. At that time
W, I, Finley and others interested in

the work of game protection and propa-
gation took & trip Into the gams re-
gions and muade A study of conditions.
It was cwmncluded that the refuoge plan
was the maost feasible and accordingly
recommendations were made to the
state and to the Federal Government
that refuges be established.

In 1907 and 1908 iour bird reserva-

tions were established by proclamsa-

tion of the Presldent of the United
States, Gradually year Ly year the
game life was being Jdriven back by

the advance of settlers, the draining
of marshes, the cutting of timber, the
clearing of wild land, the building of
roads Into the wilds, making entrance
by automoblile easy and the making of
Improvements in guns and ammunition
und the means of transportation. And
all this In addition to the natural en-
emies of game life] which in itself is
enough to seriously hinder the spread
of game,

Eliminate all the natural enemies of
birds and turn & pair of bob whites
or pheasants loose in a favorable coun-
try, and It will be but ao short time
before they will overrun that country.
game authoritles =ay, But as it is
with the woods and hills allve with
preying predatory creatures, the gamse
bird and animal has & hard time In-
creasing. Add to the natural struggle
the dcevastation by hunters and the end
of wild life can be sccn unless steps
are talen to protect it from hunters
and Its own enemies.

It was in 1911 that the State Legis-
Inture first took up the refuge propo-
sition. An act was passed giving the
Governor the power to set aside land
surrounding state institutions for game
reperves or refuges. TUnder this law,
142,789 acres of land was set aside and
the work of propogating animals and
birds wnas started. It has increased
rapldly since, until now there are thou-
sands of sguare miles on which hunt-
ing is mbsolutely prohibited and on
which the task of perpetuating animal
Iife is well under way.

In 1918 the State Legislature took an-
other step in advauce by passing a bill
establishing six Inrge game reserva-
tions in different parts of the atate. In-
cluded in the tracts are vast areas of
state land far out In the mountains
where animal life will increase rapidly.
Not only are the animnls which were In
these places at the time the reserves
were established fully protected but
many new forms of life have been in-
troduced and are Increasing rapidly.

In the meantime the state established
n big-game farm st Corvallis, where
birds and animals are being propogated
and ltberated on the reservations. At
the farm are a number of elk, deer,
and antelope. The principal work of
the farm, however, is the propogation
of wild birds such as Chinese pheas-
ants, quall, bob whites and Hungarfan
partridges. These birds and animals
are propogated and released on the re-
serves and refuges, there to increase
and gradually spread into the sur-

rounding country.
- - -

The oxXtont of operations of the game
farm is shown in the reports for 1§13.
A total of 2863 pheasants were raised
and ltherated during that year. A total
of 708 gquail and Hungarian partridges
were liberated, making u total of all
kinds of birds of 3071 for the year.

An elk farm has been established In
what Is known as Billy Meadows, In
Wallowa County. In 1912 a lerd of
12 elkk was liberated on this farm and
resorve by the state, the anfmals being
secured from Yellowstons Natlonal
Park., In 1913 another herd of 16 wus
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roecelved. Of the number 24 survived.
From the 21 there are now 30. In an-
other »car there will be 45 or 60 und
from then on the growth will ba very
rapld. In many of the reservations
sreat success has been had in rvearing

birds, Large districts have Dbeen
stocked with birds from a few palr
turned loose from the propogation
farm.

The 1913 Legislature passed laws
creating refuges or reservations of

every (ncorporated city and town with.
in the state. In Portland and other
cities game birds are seen in large
numbers in the suburbs and often-
times close to the center of the city
as a result of this policy.,. Many of
them are very tame as o result of the
protection afforded them. The 1513
Legislature also passed a law prohibit-
ing any person from shooting from a
publie highway or railroad right-of-
way. Inasmuch =ns the ocean beach
bas been declored a public highway,
shooting is prohibited from the Colum-
bia River to the Californla line along
the ocean front

The work of guarding the reserva-
tions ias becoming more extensive each
Year. The guarding s not only
aguinst hunters, but also agalnst the
predatory animals which are the natu-
ral enemies of the game birds and ani.
miuls, Trapping of skunks, weasels
Iynx, cougars and killing of snakes
and other crentures is o big part of the
work. Professionnl trappers are de-
voting their time to this phasa of tho
work In an effort to hasten the up-
bullding of the gameé bird uind animal

Kingdom, and much success is belng
reported.
Although the reservations are fre-

quented by guards and the anlmals, or

many of them at least, have been
rajsed by man, they anre wild, thelr
natural Iife soon removing thelr

tameness. This is true not only of
the bilrds, but of the animals as well.
This eélement is belng promoted as
much as possible, so they will have a
better chance when they venture Into
the hunting grounds.

The gix game reservallons estub-
lished comprise 2664 aguare miles, some
being reserves for particular kinds of
birde, und others being set aside for
all varieties of birds and anlmals. In
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T'his State Has Taken the Lead in Estab'ishing

Game Reserves Where Wild Animals and Birds

Are Protected Against Their Enemies.

Deer,

Elk, Antelope, Ducks, Geese, Pelicans and Many
Other Kinds of Game Find Refuge in Thousands

of Acres of Guarded Country.

Other States Now

Follow Oregon’s Lead for the Benefit of Sports-

An Lt elope xtTize

Baker and Unlon Countles and the
southern part of Wallowa County is the
Imnaha Reservation, taking: in 540
square wmiles or 358,400 pcores. This
reservation is devoted to the protection

principally of mountain sheep, deer
and Franklin grouse. There are a few
¢k zl=o In this reservation.

In the southern part of Crook County
and the northern part of Lake County
Is the Deschutes Reservation, gempris-
ing 1296 square miles, or 825,484 acres.
This Is the Inrgest reservation'of the
six. "It is for the protection Pprincl-
piily of mulos deer and antelopé on tha
Winter range. It is alsc the natural
home of the sage hen or sage grouse.

In Southern Oregon, taking In most
of Steins Mountain range, |s the Steins
Mountain reservation, comprising 68114
square miles, or 435,920 acres. In this
reserve there are being protected
mountain sheeap, mule deer, antelope
and sage hens

Sturgeon Lake Reservation Iis on
SBauvies Island in the Columbla River.
It has an area of 6% square miles, or
4160 acres, and was sot nside for the
protection of waterfowl It is a rest-
ing place for ducks, geese and other
game birds, which are shot at all along
the Columblia River. 1In their flight
during tlhe hunting season they can
reat on this reservation. It Is also a

Inrge feeding place mnd propagation
Eround.
‘Che cvapitol reservation takes in the
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city of Salom and vicinity In Marion and
Polk Countles. It contains (8§ square
miles or 235,840 acres. It was created
to afford a large cenptral refuge where
Eame birds may be propagated and dis-
tributed over the country surrounding.

In the Coast range in the, western
part of Lane County (= the Grass Moun-
taln ramarvation comorisine 54 sauaras
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miles or 34,500 acres, On thi= reserve is
A large herid of ¢lks and many deer.
The Federal Government réserves are
for the protection principaily of bhirds.
The first reserve of the kind to be set
aride on the Pacific Coast was Thees
Arch Rocks, comprising a group of
emall islands from a half mile to & mile
off the Oregon Coast, a few miley south

of the entrance to Im-
menss cvolonles of aire found
on thexe rocks. TInciuded in the varie
tles are California murres Wentern
sulls, brant, Baled and P
morants, Kaeding and
trela, tufted puffins
and ovster catchers
On Lower Klamath Lake, 1¥i
in Oregon and partly In
the Klamath Lake reser
122 square milea or 55,0
this reserve are hundreds of thou
of wild fowl which
sATHIa 1n the mardhes of Lhe ré A rva
For tha protection of fowl the
Government has established a
vation taking in Malheur
lakes This 1s called the
heur reservation
square miles or BOO000 &
and Malbeur Lake rescrva
of the Inrgest
established for
birds. They are+ the
feeding grounds for my
ing water fowl and unto

amook Bay.
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Among the game birdg that nest on
thess two reservation: x Canada
geaxa, various kinds of du avocels,
biack-necked stilts Wes willets,
kildeer and many others,

The fourth of the Jovarnment reser-
vations is that known t Cold
Springs reservation o« prising & res
volr site of the reclinm 3 ]
wherese water Is stored Tor irriation
It Is in Umatilla County and takes in
2500 acres When the reservolir was

bullt a certain number
were created oulside reservolr site,
The large body o© woaler attracted
ducks, geese and other wild water birds
during the migrating season. Muny
these remiin to brecd. For irly thers
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of

was no duck shooting in dry area,
Now there is good hunting FCASOTL

in protecting and propagating wild
jite the suate fish and game dapart-
ment considers that a great commer-
cial gonod Ix béing done as well a= the
huntineg baing kept up From an egon-
nomic and business gtandpoint It is said
the game and other wild creatures of

the =tate are worth over $5000000 an-
nually. The saving Is attributed o the
nrotection from pests which le atforded
by the wild life.




