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Spain have alio been suppresssd—Monte
Cario is Bourishing mightily. The grest
Riviera establishment was started ie
1556, o 1862 the Prince of Monace, then
& poor man, wis paid £13000 x year for
the “concesslon™; and later the lease
was exiénded Lo the year 1516, Thie
wus modifisd, however, and In 1857 g
was made to ron fifty
years. The capital stock of the syndl-
cate 18 a producer of revenue squal to
#tock o the Standard OfL  Dividends
ATE SROIMOUR

A great pyalicate has made an effort
to get a “concession” far m gambling
estabMshment 2t San Remo, 7 [taly, en
Attractive resort not far from Alvnle
Carfo: but, though & vast sum hus baen
offered, the Italian government has pe-
fused. Even the lttle Republic of San
Marino, on the Adriatic, has decimed a
very tempticg offer of like kind. Monte
Carlo, thabefore, remains the one "legnl™
gambling rescrt, Only an Irresponsthie
listle principaiity—Monaco s & “state”
of five square miles—remalas o jegal-
ize sambling ard %o ilve upon L Pre-
tension of any state or municlpality to
importance and dJdigmity presupposes
moral coasct and of moral
responsibility: and gambiling therefore
canaot have legal recognition within It

MERITS OF AMERICAN AUTHORSHIF

It is now eleven yeirs ago Moce a
Philadelphia- publishing house (Messra
A. J, Holman & Co) asked Professor
Hilprecht, of the University of Pennsyl.
vania, to prepare & historical skéich on
the explorations In Bible lands to be
Jprinted at the close of the nineteenth
contury. The Jong delsy that bas in-
tervened between the order and its de-
livery is due to the new and Important
discoveries that have Incessantly been
made. It 48 & striking testimony 10 the
sssldulty of American research and the
conacientlouenese of American scholar-
ship. The knowledge of this Ddelily,
with its lncidental assurance of asou-
racy, must, for every thoughtful reader,
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WEATHER—Clouly and threaten-
probably light rain or ssow; winds
southerly.

TEITERDAY' § WEATHER—Maximuss tem-
perature. 41, sinimum tempersiom, M pre-
ciphmtion, .06 inch
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FPASSING OF “LEGAL” GAMBLING.

While the State of Washington makes
it a felony “to keep a gambling-house,
the Biate of Arkansas, |t ls sald, s per-
mitting the development at Arkansas

Hot Springs of & gambling resort of |

magnificent proportions and appoint-
menta, which bide fair soon o rival that
of Monte Cario. Yet It may be doubted
whether the games at Arkanmas Hot
Springs will be permitted to have per-
mAanen! existence. Though Arkansas
as compared with some others, may not
yot be & state of highest moral culture
—taking the whole people togelther—yst
there are in Arkansas large numbers of
the best and moe! morai people, and
they certalnly will be a growing force
in the affairs of the state. Oue of the
chief drawbacks is the large negro pop-
ulation, whose educationai and moral
wtatus, o the mass je pecersarily low.

The Btate of Washington, in a plich of
moral enthusiesm. bas gooe t0 AD X-
treme of peverily that Is perhaps un-
equaled, The trouble will be found in
enforcement of the law. Jurles in the
principal towns will hesitate to bring In
verdicts of gullty, when the ofect will
be to send the offenders ta the Pl
tentiary. At Arkansas Hot Springs, as
st Monte Carlo, the persons who play
are visitors, almost wholly; yel the
Biate of Arkanmms I8 80 groat o common-
wealth that ite fortunes cannot depend
on encouragement of the games, as In
the Mttie principality of Momaco, which
is & gambling resort and nothing maore,
No permanent gambiing resort, there-
fore, is lkely to De malntained at Are
kansas Hot Bprings ]

In Europe there has besn growth of
sentiment during many years agalns:
the public games, that once were much
more common than now. Monte Carlo
indeed, remains the only “legal™ publie
gaming resort in Europe. In Germany
and Belgium the games have been com-
pletely closed. Of the German resorts,
that at Badern-Baden was the most fa-
moua. Towards the end the direct rent
pald for the privilege of running the
Baden-Baden tables was L£50000 & year
and the oet asmmual profis ex-
ceeded  £100,000 Tet of ocourse
the profita of the tables were In-
sigunificant in comparison with the
money brought te Baden-Baden and ex-
pended there, for the number of visitors
during the scason resched nearly one
bundred thousand, Other gambling re-
morts o Germany, as st Wiesbaden
BHomburg and Nauhelm, were closnd be-
fore that at Baden-Baden, At Ostend, In
Beigium, the public gaming tabies were
closed on the 1ih of October las; and
this was an: end in Europe to all rivalry
of Monte Carlo.

The so-called Rhine gaming resorts
were & product of the long peace that
followed the Napoleonic ware Europe
was then rendered sale for pleasure
travel which the birth and growth of
rallways came in due time to facilitate,
wihile the aristocratic and leisured
classes, finding that time lay beavily on
their hands, took up gambling with zest,
Again, the Rhine gambling-housss were
the first to provide palmtial mansions
with good music, high-clame cookery and
sumptucusly furnished ball and recep-
ton-rooma, the cost of which was de-
frayed from the profite of the games
I 1884 Prussia startsd the German

movement for suppression on the Rhinpe |

tables, which wme taken up by the
North German Confederation iater and
carried Nnally into effect under the con-
solidated empire.

To close the games at Ostond the Bel.
Slan government bas besn compelled to
wuse force; for though as n matter of fact
the Belgian law was enacted several
yeurs ago, Its extenslon o Ostend was

Galayed—proof of ihe energy and infiu- |

ence brought to bear In Oppoaltion 1o It
Ever since Osiend blosmomed into a
bealth and pleasurs resort, public gam.
ing had been in operation there; and
later attempt was made through an
Engiish myndicate (o et up a rival to
Monte Caric, A large sum of mobey
was paid to the municipaiily for the
conceasion, and the bliow to the town
affected by the abelition of the tablies
was And s & serious ane. It always has
beean cificult to continue the popularity
of a “resort” when gambling has been
suppressed; and the Belgian government
already bas been obilged o advance n
large sum for the compietion of works
st Omtend I‘Iﬂ'h otherwis would have
beest supplied out of the munieipality's
gambling revenue
In ponsmquence of the abolition of the
Sumes in other parts of Europe—
x, following the example set by Ger-
many, the gamss o Swizsriand and
= b ) — - .

tm rabiy helghten the value of the
beautiful, fescinating and almost epoch-
making volume which at length has Is
susd from the Philadelphla press, and
which stands alone o giving to the Eog-
lish-reading public a clear conception
of the gradual resurrection of the prin-
clpal anclent mations of Western Asia
and Northern Africe—Assyria, Baby.
lonin, Palestine, Egypt, Arabis and the
widely scattered habitat of the so-called
Hittites

We shall sitempt oo summary of the
contents of Professor Hllprecht's noble
work, “Explorations in Bilble Lands
During the Ninetesnth Century,” for It
would not satisfy the lovers of this won-
dertul lore, who will be content only
with the book itself, amd as for those
who have never discovered the charm of
these resurrections, they can only be
urged to seck them in some such at-
tractive and suthoritative source as this
American scholar supplies. It Is our
purpose merely to call the attention of
the eritically dlsposed 1o & fleld of liter-
ury effort ko which this Nation needs to
ask no odde o account of s youth
The basis of Hilprecht's laborm, of
couree, Mles in the generous public splrit
which makes the University of Pennsyl.
yania's explorations posaible; but ma-
terial support of authorship bhas been
vouchsafed, as it has been necesmary, In
all thne The splendor of his achleve-
ment, however, i» all his own, for It in-
volves oot only extural gifts and stead-
fast devotiop, but regidence abroad mt
the scene of excavatious, lo  German
universities among o}d manuscripts and
aisc in this country with books amnd
printing presses. Money has suppiled
the sinews of the archasological cam-
paign; but the triumph is the general's
owWR.

The revival of classiciem has abun-
dantly justified 1imelf in the Elizabethan
L and esrly Victorian eras But the vogue
of its disciples, notably such thinkers
as Macauiay, Amold, Ruskin, our laie
and romantic poels and our great mod-
ern novelista has eerved to emphasize
an aspect of literature which Is undenis-
bly great. but which does not exclude
the highest greatness of other kinde It
suited the puorpose of Macaulay, bril-
innt critic though he was, to disparage
criticiem in comparison with the art,
for example, of poetry. The greatness
of Homer and Milton seemed to him the
only greatness deserving of homage;
and to sn extent we will all agree with
him. But the fauits of rthe poetic age,
if It comes 1o the odlum of compari-
san, must not be lgnored If we are re-
quired to consider those of the eritical
age. It is lo the mfancy of a mation’'s
development that 1ts imagination soars
on highest wing—Homer, Aeschylus
Shakespeare, or In a smaller way our
own New England poets. The splendor
of that first burst of sONg never re-
turns. Traveling daily fartber ffom the
gorgeous Eaw of youth, the radiance
of momiag fades into the light of com-
mon day. We become merchants and
manufaciurers; we write intricate
stories and coriticism, buot no great
poema,

But poetry is not encugh., 1ts dreams
hre emnobling, but they are dreama
| They may be wrong; sand scholarship
has been commendably busy leaming
the mistakes of s grestl poets—He-
brew, Greek and English. An error In
the great man is, indeed, more grievous
for hie greatness. Who can estimate
the damage bequeathed to posterity by
the exuberant pages of anclent poetry
which myrinds have ascepted as an io-
fullible guide? Who will undertake to
disparage the tollsome labore of the 1it-
erary student or the archaeologiet as he
dign out the Inflection or the Inscription
which has long held Lthe world In Intel.
lectunl bondage as blightlng as the
taskmasters of Xerxes or Pharach?
There |s oo sign manual on the poet’s
view of truth which debars 1t from the
operstion of, the scholar's view of truth
The mong of the sun standing still for
Joshua must come under the tests of an-
tronomy; Cortes did oot discover the
Pacific, Keats 10 the contrary notwith-
standing, and anti-Semitfc hatred is not
mactified by ite reflection o the pages
of Shakespeare. [t becomes necessary
to know how truth and error are com-
bined = Macaulay's judgment. It re-
quires 10 be peen how insecure Is the
| foundation upon which repose the coloe.
sal siruciures of Ruskin.

Any indictment of currsnt American
llierary achlevement lles against all the
modern world: and authorship lo wine
ning laurels, here as elsewhere, In
realms of the highest valué and import.
ance. Im Mistory, in eriticism, In archae.
ology. its triumphs are great and per.
pmansnt. It |s doubtful i amy lterary
period in the history of clvillzation has
more profoundly influenced the mind
of man than did the Afty

ably in comparison with any that Amer.
jca bas brought forth, Bursly it ts an
inspiring thought thay the world had to
walt for the iatest of the nations to tell
the true #ory of its earilest years!
Surely it is a dramatic climax to the
migration of the Aryan round the globe,
that the Farthest West turns back to
pucover reverentially the cerements of
the Farthest East.
]
A VICIOUS PROPOSAL.

Among the varicus card games which
bave sharpened the wits, begulled the
tedium and promoted the gaysty of aa-
tions, none holds a more honorable post
than the ancient American institution
of geven-up, or old sledge. Either the
two-handed or the partner game affords
an excellent trial of wit aAnd memory,
end few games of chance, as all card
end dice games are when fairly played,
offer & larger weope for the profitable
exercise of individual scumen. It is
with regret, therefore, that we observe
the Smiquitous proposal of & member of
the Oklahoma Legisiature to alter an
important rule of this time-honored
game by statutory enaciment

Thea bill In question proposes to amend
the rules of ssven-up by providing that
when the nondealer hes six points and
“begn™ If the dealer gives him one it
ghall not put him, out if the dealér can
make enough to go out oa his own “giv-
ing” band. Ii provides the same thing
as if the dealer shuuld count and goore
his hand before the “one™ given te the
nondealer !» ecored. A greal many
Even-up have esxpressed ap-
proval of this bill. Thelr indorsement is
based on the fact that when the dealer
bas encugh points in his band to go out
it i= & great bardship for him to turm
down his band because he cannot “give”
the nondealer out. It le lodesd an exae-
perating situation.

It must be remembered, however, that
the despalr of omé player ls perfectly
counterbalanced by the eclation of the
other. This fact is what gives to sport
its tmmortality, It {s hard lines to losé
out by & pafe hit in & fourteem-inning
game of baseball; or ln billlards to see
your oppopent win out by & run of 15
or 20 and leave you in the one-hole, or
go down In the twentleth round by a
chance blow from & grogey antagonist,
But all these things confer thelr equiv-
alent in joy upon the winner and make
him mers eager for another fray. To
reduce the chances of despair in sport is
to minimize the chances of joy, and that
is to kill the interest in the game.

The Oklahoma proposil is to be con-
demmned, oot only oo laotrinsic grounds,
but becauss it is an obvious culgrowth
of the modern abominations of einch,
high-five, pedro, ete., which have been
grafted upon eeven-up for the henefit of
the weakminded, the avariclous and the
sensationsl, The time when the oon.
dealer begs with only one point to go i
usually the psychological moment in a
well-played gume, It ¢ an sdvantage
po more than commensurate with the
dealer's prerogative of “turning jack.”
Not only that, but once the historic in
violabllity of the “gift” la impalred,
there is no tellleg what may follow the
entering wedge. Thereabout bang some
of the most hallowed memories of thé
card table, such, for example, as the
exploit of the daring begger, who took
his gift and thereupon proceeded 0
make high low, jack, gift and game.
We are credibly informed that & Port.
land clubman’ recently begged oa the
qu and six, and wa® given, and then
would bave caught the dealer's ione
jack if he had only had sense suough
to lead the queen.

If there is to be statutory reform of
seven-up, let It atteck, not the time-
tried rules of the game, but ths mis
creants who abuse it. The Oklahoma
statesman would be better employed if
he would proposs (0 clip the wings of
tbe too dexterous dealer and forbid him
to count more than one turned fack on
a single deal. If the Arst jack is not
courcted unless it remains the trump, we
shall remove a sericas temptation W
shullduggery. Some limit might well
be @et, alse, upon the exploits of con-
scienceless beggera To beg on the ace
or deuce might properly Ge punished
with thirty days, and begging om both
ace and deuce could without lnjustice
be made a penilentinry offense.

Seven-up, it would appear, shares with
our Instifutions in general the danger of
corruption from modern degenerative
tendanciea, In the honest days of old
the dealer cculd be trusted, but mow-
adays the tendency to slock the cards
ecems on the Increase, and If anybody
neads protection it is ot the dealer, but
the helpiess eider band, We eee 5 fur-
ther manifestation of this tendeney in
euch games as whist, where the effort
is to superseds the oatural pley of -
dividual generalship by an ariificial and
more or l&ss dishonest system of mem-
orized rules and prearranged signals.
It is time for a reture to the Jacksonian
simplicity and rugged direciness of our
forefathera Enchre, poker and seven-
up—ihe grand tripod of American paste-
boasdlal nchisvemaont! From ths pal-
ladlum of cur liberties let the vandal's
band be stayed!

STORY SIMPLE-MORAL PLAIN,

Within the past week a man, clever
and indesd skilled in the grest Nationa]
game of “humbug.” has cut & wide
weorath through o sslect circle of so-
calied “truth-seckers” [n this city. Not
only have the curlous the ignorant and
the emotional been led captive by his
ciever manipulation of the old game of
“mow-all” as extending into the misty
regions of the unknowable, but s0 per-
suasive Bave been his accents, = illog-
ieal his logic, eo gulleless his manner
and so seductive his presence, that some
of the very elect have besn “takea In
and mdly dooe™ by him.

It is not to the discredit of human in-
telligencs that It seeks to compass all
knowledge. The spirit of (nquiry that
urges it on opensd the realm of sclence,
peopled It with facts and Introduced ite
facts to the world. It la however, to
the discredit of human nature that it is
g0 easlly impossd upon by a faker who,
possibly equipped with the liitle learn-
fng that ls & dangerous thing, juggles
with accepted facts and seeks 1o make
the “new thought,” so<alled, a Indder
by which he can climb to wealth, to
social wolerance and to religious or
ehurehly indomement.

It is not surprising that the idly curl.
oun the Insmnely restiesa, floek to the
standard of, the sieek .pretender who
promises to induct them Into the seoret
pisces of mind, where the mywteries of
all life are lald bare; where the source
of all power & revealed, and where the
individual may of his or her owo will
rize to the sublimest achlsvemant, come
} conven-

lisien 10 his lings
Sadice 1o Secoms betier

rest, the curfous sought him to hear
whet he had io sy, and the immoral to
discover moms new excuse for their de-
flection from decency. The result wasa
theater and a church given to
a base upe. The story s &n old one, Its
lesson is plain,

:

THE THRESHOLD OF SPRING.

Some of out New Engiand exchanges
more than two weeks ago reported that
“premonitors and precursors of Spring
are much In evidence.” New England
is to be comgratulated, for there are not
many evidences of (ke near approach of
Bpring with ps yet acout Portland, As
early as March § the wild flowera were
reported in bloom at Grant's Pass, Or.,
but Oreg'e: 1» a great siate and Graat's
Pass is cearly 300 miles south of us so
that we do not cisim this Bpring for-
wardnees of Southern Oregon ap & rule
for the whole state. However, “‘the pre-
monltors and precurscre of Spring”
named In our New England exchanges
are limited to the pressnce of the red-
headed woodpecker and the unfolding
of the skunk cabbage In the low
grounda.  This does not mean much
more for New England thac the bloom-
ing of the pussy willows in February.
New Eogland will not have any unfold-
fng of her wild blossomse before the firet
wetk of April, except |n & few favorsd
warm nooks in the woods where the
arbutus sad the liverwort may prema-
turely appear. Not before the shad
bush begins to whiten the woods the
first week In Moy will New Eagland
obfain the full of he= Spring resurrac-
ton of plant iife. How Is it with Ore-
gon?

There are few signs of renewed floral
life with us yet, Tor our Spriog opening,
as we fix it by the thickets beginning
to light up with the scarlet glow of the
blossoms of the wild currant, is late this
year. In March, 1898, our wild flowers
began to appear by the 5th of the
month; in 1899 there was no resurreec-
tion before the 19th; in 1960 and 19501
the wild Aowers began to be seen by
the Sth, and jast year It was the 23d
before any blossoms were In evideace.
The promise this year i for even a later
opening day, but even In our moet back-
ward ssasong our vegetation is at least
two months In advance of that of the
North Atlantic seaboard states Even
in the favored spot of Lakewood, N. J.,
the Bpring resurrection is mot farther
advanced than It s o Oregon, for In
some parts of the state wild viclets and
other early flowers are {n bloom by the
middle of February. Of course, no just
comparison can be made betwoesn sti‘es
of 8000 square miles’ ares, ke Masen-
chusetts and New Jersey, and a state
like Oregon, which hes an ares of 56.000
square miles exceeded only by Texas
California, Montana, Nevads Colorado
and Wyoming. It i traversed by
mounteln marges and has & great diver-
fity of climate.

In such a state of magnificent dis
tances Rpring would bave a different
opening day n Eastern than In West-
tm or Southern Oregon, so It is difficult
to compare the climate and Spring vege-
tation of Oregon with that of a small
seaboard Atlant!: state. The New Eng-
land Winter fairly sets In by the middie
of November, and does not end before
the middle of April; indeed, in some sen-
sons the last week of April Is disfigured
by a =now storm ssvers enough o cause
belated tralos The New Bagland
Spring I8 & wsour, sullen season until
about the first week In May, and then
it euddenly breaks like a beautiful
falry suddenly out of the earth This
beautiful, brilliant, eudden, splendid
resurrection of Nature (hat New Eng-
land Msay exhibits is unknowsn in Ore.
gon, which lacks the flush, bounce and
afluent beauty of New England’s short-
lived Spring. The Oregon Spring wakea
eariy but diea so late that we can hardly
tell when Spring has melted Into Sum-
mer, while the New Engiand Spring
rises late and retires early. The su-
periority of the Oregon climate lies In
the fact that we have more days be-
tween February and November when
we can live comfortably out of doorm
If our Spring lacks the floral splendor
of the New England May, It is pever
chronically ugly and forbidding, Uke the
April mood of the Eastera Spring, but
our Spring is never followed by an op-
pressive Summer, for In our hottest
days, anfl gur hot days are very few,
the nights are 8o cool that you are gure
to eleep well

QOur seasons melt almost imperceptibiy
nto each other and our climate o its
perennlal mildness gives a far jarger
number of days of sgreeable outdoor
1ife than ls obluinable In New Engiand
or in any other state of the Atlantie
seaboard until you reach South Caro-
los or Georgia. The old veterans of the
Army of the Potomac amoag our citl-
zéns can recall the frightful weather ex-

perienced on the Virginia “peninegla™

between the James and York Rivers in
Aprll, 1882; the cold rains, the mud,
which did not begin fo disappear before
May. The weather om the Polomac la
March was stH] more Inciement. We
find a deal of fauit at times with our
Winter and Spring wet weather, but 1t
is ethereal mildoess compared with the
blizzards that sweep New England in
March and the cold rains that are the
rule In Virginia during March and
April. We compiain sometimes because
we bave no standard of comparison, but
iet & man who hes lived in Oregon or
Washington Siate five years return to
the Atlantic seaboard and spead a sin-
gie Winter and Summer and he will
soon wish ke wae back again In Oregon,
with its mild Winters and cool Sum-
mers,

Thers Is one thing, however, in which
the Atlantic ssaboard mates have the
best of us—they have a far largser num-
ber of pative songbirda Why this is =0
we do not know, uniess it be that the
Wioter raing followed by the cool Sum-
mers are lems favorable to . insect iife
than the hot of the East. The
Englieh eparrow o as

is with us, but not in flocks as at
East, and he Is not so cheerful a
The native songbirds that are with
do not seerm o multiply as
they do at the East, and In

of our most tumerul native American

birda
— _ — - ——

approved of this view-that sound pollgy
required the retention by the public au.
thorities of the tight to terminate the
grant at asy time when the publie -
tereeta demand 1t

e ——

The ancient Greek ppactice of drown-
ing physically frall children was due to
the fact that In Sparta and In Athene
all the work was done by slaves and
every citizen was ¢xpectad to ba At for
a soldler, since war might strike the
siats at any time. To destroy the ehil-
dren who did mot promise to become
arms-bearing men wius natural. Butin
our modetn life to malntaln that only
physically fit children should be bom
would have robbed the world of some of

THE QUESTION OF FRANCHISES.

George C. Slkes, secretary of the Mu-
nlcipal Voters League of Chicago, con-
tributes to the current aumber of the.
Atlantic Monthly & very Interesting and
Instructive articls on the question of
franchises, which he considers the most
Important phase of the city government
problem, since in his judgmeant the pubd-
le-service corporations under present
conditions are the most active and po-
tent cause of municipal corruption and
mlsgovernment. In 8t Louls the agents
of thess corporations have recently been
showa to be gullty of bribery. In Phil-
adelphin the control of these corporate
interests [s abmolute over the exscutives
and admicietratore of the city govern-
ment., In every community large
enough to make the control of fran-
chise privileges of lurge value, the pub-
lie-s=rvice corporations not only make
exceéssive profits through thelr piracy of
the municipal franchises, but not sel-
dom, as in Pepnsylvania, subvert the
mechanism of both jocal and state gov-
ernment. That the people In large
American cities have begun to recognize
the situation is shown by the referen-
dum vote on the question of municipal
ownershlp in Chicago at the April elec-
tion of 1902, The vote was:

Ownership of street rallways—For, 9,83
agninar, O7,066

Owperstip of lghting plants—For, 159009,
sgalast, 23.004. 5

The vote on these propositions had o |
legal or binding effect; It was merely
an expression of opinion, but it revealed
the grest popular discontent with the
evil private administration of municipal
public-service industrisa. In the United
States more than half the water works
plants are already under public mon-
agement, There are In this country 480
munlclpal electric light plants and four-
teen municipal gas plants. The Federal
Commissioner of Labor In his fourteenth
annual report says that the cost of pro-
duction under mumicipal macagement
compares very favorably with the cast
of production under private manage-
ment; while wages are ususally higher
and the price to consumers almost in-
variably lower than under private man-
dgement. The rallway across the Erook-
I¥yn bridge was for many years operated
by the Bridge Commisslonera, and the
road was remarkable for enormous
traffic, efficiency of eervice, freedom
from sccidents dnd good treatment of
employes, The New York and Baston
subwaye ars owned though not operated
by the public. The only notable Instance
of failure of municipal ownership of a
public utliity Is fornished by the Phila-
delphia gas works, but the whole mu-
picipel government of that eity is a
fallure because it is the chalned slave
of the publle-service corporations

The only danger that Mr. Sikes sees
In the gradual extemsion of municipal
nctivity i that American cities may
attempt to municipalize at too rapid a
rate. There is danger, too, that publle-
service corporations may succeed in un-
loading their propertles at prices greatly
In excess of thelr real value. When clt-
les are given by the Legislature full
power to deal with the wholé matter of
municipal franchises, to undertske pub-
llc ownersh!p and management or to
declioe it, as veems expedient, they be-
come masters of the situation, They
are no longer powerlees in the presence
of the public-service corporations to wn-
dertake (0 render the service them-
gelvea In abssnce of effective compe-
tition, the price of armor-plate to the
Government wius ralsed untll Congrese
some two Fears sgo was about to au-
thorize the payment of $645 a fon, but
the Senate amended the appropriation
bill so that the Secretary of the Navy
was authorizged to erect & Government
armor-plate plant if he should be un-
able to secure plate at resscnable prices
By this actlon of Congréss the Sscretary
was able (o ciub the armor-plate con-
tractors into furnishing the Govermment
at prices more than $100 a ton lower
than the Government cotherwise would
have had to pay. The Government did
not desire to go Into the armor-plate
business; neither did It wish to submit
to extortioe. If the citles of America
geaerally possessed the power to mu-
niclpalize, the mere eximtence of that
power In reserve would put the publle-
service corporations on thelr good be-
havior,

Mr. Sikes thinks that the fundamental
mistake has been in treating franchise
grants as contracts, unalterable without
the consent of bLoth partles like ordi-
nary contracts concerning property. The
ofily way for a city to retaln complets
comntrol over Its public streets s for it
pot to syrrender beyond recail any
righis of use or of occupancy in such
| streets. The city fs in complete control
| emly when the grant Is terminabie at
the will of the authoritles. Ian Mnassa-
chusetis grants do not run for any defi-
nite term, but all granis are subject to
revoeation at any time at the will of
the governing authorities. In the City
of Washington all grants by Congress
to public-pervice corporations are by
thelr terms subject to alteration, amend-
ment or repeal at any time. Uander this
system Washington and Boston have
developed the best sireel railway sye-
tems in the worllk Washington was
the first city to s=cure the underground
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its greatest men and most (lustrious
benefactora Newton was & posthumots
child, an exceedingly frall child, but he
lived to he over $0. D'Alembert wae a
very puny child;: Pascal was an Invalid;
Gibbon was a frall youth aMicted with
the worst form of doubie hernia, which
finally caused his death. Danlel Web-
ster was the eighth of nine childrea, and
s0 frall at birth that his life was de
spalred of; hs was educated because his
father thought that he would never be
strong encugh for farm iabor. Ih mod-
ernlife there | room for children of frall
phyeigue If their mental powers are not
Impaired. Willlam Pitt wasa very pre-
coclous chlld, but of very frall physique;
he was often il always weak, and it
waa feared that it would be Imposaible
to rear a stripling s0tall, #o slender and
80 feeble. He iived on port wine by
order of his doctora In his boyhood, was
s man of delicats constitution all his
days and died ln his 7th year. These
historical illustrations of famous men
who were physically very feeble chil-
dren mijght be easlly multiplied. Mod-
ern ilfe has oo room for imbecilss, but
han plenty of room for piysically frall
chlldren if they are mentally asd mor-
ally At

Carbolle acld seems to have been &
favorite bevernge In Chicago during the
first days of March., Within two days
twenty persons sought and found rellef
from themssivea by suicide, and three
times that gumber made upnsuccessful
attempis In the same line. The pre-
ferred agent In the process wua carbolie
acld. A pecullar feature of sulcide epi-
demics is that special methods have
vogue at different timea Now hanging
In the favored means, and again the
pistol s brought lato most frequent
requisition. At another time polson
rules the sulcide’s whim, and at another
drowming is the preferred method of
peif-destruction. These are freaks at all
times who switch off the main line, but
in cases of an epidemic of sulcide one
route 8 favorsd and In & majority of
cancg 1aken. This, as well as the epl-
demic itself, Is explained by the “iaw of
suggestion,” when explained at all. It
» & common saying that great minds
run in the sume chesnel. Epidemics of
crime and of sulcide would seem to In-
dieate that the principle underiying this
statement appiles 250 to weak minds

The young orators of Oregon may be
interested to learn that Maswschuseits
today has no conmplcuous orstor o the
“judgment of the leading papers of that
state., Senator Hoar has a weak and
piping volce, which |s fata] to hie effect-
fveness as an orator. Ex-Governor
Long also lacks the volce of an orator,
There are 00 good stump spealiers in
either party; Mayor Colllos, of Boston,
& Democrat, is the besl, but la only
falrly effective. George Fred Williams
has a fine volce and a handsome pres
ence, and Lisutenant-Governor Gulid Is
the best stump speaker of the Repub-
licana. Edward Everstt had a charm-
ing voice; Daniel Webster had the port
and front of Jupiter Tonans, and Wen-
dell Phiilips In volce, face; figure and
grace was in the firet rack of great ora-
torm, It is easy to say of a man that
ha is “voles and nothing elss bheside”
but without the volce of an orator no
brains will make o man ap effective
public speaker.

The Oregonian ls assured that |ts news
report of yesterday attridbuilng to rep-
resentatives of the Hillsboro rallroad
peopla the asssrtlon that their plans
have besn blocked by the City & Bub-
urban was 1o that extent erronevus The
editorial comaent based upon the same
ioformation would aleo appear 10 have
bern based on & misipprehension of the
facte We wers misinformed by thoee
whom we supposed entitled to credence,
and the correction Is cheerfully made,
The dispogition of these two street rall-
roada now seems to be to ualte on &
single strect for their-joint use In the
northwestern portion of the city, and It
{8 certainly very deeirable for the publis
interssis tha: soms sucn arranyement
should be carried out

Keepers of diaries arée drawing the
records to prove that the weather from
March § to 14 ioclusive, of the present
year was almost an eXact counterpart
of wesather conditions of the same pertod
of Inst year. High winds, ¢old reinsand
flurries of scow alternated, the only dif-
ferénce hetwenn the Two seasons being
that more snow fell ic March, 1902, than
has thus far fallea In March, 183 This
marely goes to show that we bave March
weather In March, regardless of the year
—u discovery not very startimg, though
probably new to those who depend upon
| their memories [or facts [n regard (o the
weather.

The walue of products ehipped from
Porto Rico 1o the Ualted States has ad-
vanced from less than £000,000 In 1897
| to $9.634.178 in 1002; while shipments
from here to the island have Increased
from u littie over $2.000.000 to above §12.-
000,000. This great expansion D com-
merce is due to the emabilshment of
free trade bBotween (hs two countriex
Freer commeles with Cuba, with the
Philippines, with Canads, with South
American countries and with other aa-
tions waould undoubtedly show eqguaily
fisttering results

E

M. Legouve, the dramatist and mem-
ber of the French Academy, who dled
yesterday, was iz the 9th year of him

[ state’s surplus crops of corn. wheat, cala,
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The amazing thing about It s that any-
hody should hays baen fooled by Cuollinge.
The manner and matter of his announce-
mants wers enough to fix his character.
But somve pioples like that sort of thing

Wo wonder if there can be any connec-
tion between the appointment of a new
Land ‘Office Roglster at Oregon City and
the violrtion of a certaln written pledge
under which an Oregon City man got into
the Lagisiature of 196L

It wiil be rather bard on the ambitious
“newspapera™ striking for the forest re-
gion of South Central Oregom If the tim-
bér land is all scripped. It Is to be feared
pecple of that 1solsted country will ap-
peal in valn for these papers if there are
no land notices to print,

The receipts from the sale of Missouri’s
surplus poultry and cggs last year were
$55,000 greater than the receipts from the

flax, ttmothy seed, clover seed, miliot send,
cane meed, cotton seod, castor bemns, to-
bacco, broom corn, hay and straw.

It Is painful to read In an estéemed Now
York contemporary that the additional
tralns officlaliy declared o be running on
the Manhattan Elevated “start punctual-
Iy &t M o'clock, and run at 7 per cenl in-
tervals up to the hour of declaring extra
cash dividends. They are now In full op-
eratfon on the Blasted Hopes division of
the road.™

Uncle Sam is worso off than wo thought.
Why couldn’t that million hcres of drsert
In Southern Cali’ornia have been saidled
on the Atlantic & Pacific Rallroad? Wae
suppose, however, that there will be the
usual rush to enter this land. even if the
sottiers have to use camels. Thore s
nothing so attractive to the mass of citi-
sens as a large traet of Government land
Just “opened” somewhare,

The sxcavations which bave been going
on In Rome under the direction of Profes-
sor Alroll seem to prove beyond peradven-
ture that an anclent Etruscan city occu-
pled & part of the site of the present city
long before the fabulous founding of Roma
by REomulus. Ome of the interesting things
which the excavations have revealed Iz
the certainty that there was an artificial
lake In the Forum In front of the Rostra.
The lake still holds water, now that thas
placs has been cleared.

The demand for American psanuts In
France Is practically unlimited 1f the
American exporters can meet the prices
pald for the African nuta In the shell
ranging from $3.95 to 3473 per 20 pounds.
During the past year about M0 bags of
American peanuts were recelved at Mar-
sellles, and the Consul-Genersl says that
the ol Into which they were manufactured
was of good quality, although the quantity
was rather jess than that derived from
the same amount o! African nuts

It fs said that the pope Is almost a vege-
tarian. ‘His early breakfast consists of a
cup of chocolate or coffee, the latter but
rarely. Two o'clock Is the dinner hour,
when he partakes of & bouillon and a cou-
ple of egee cooked In Bordeaux wine. The
pope rarely takes meat, but is very fond
of malad—a dlsh which does not agres with
him, but ln which he indulges now and
then notwithstanding medical ordera.
Supper i served at 10, after which his
holiness retires to hia study, whera he
often works until the eariy hours In the
morning.

In 130 the Government deeded away
13,500,000 acres of land; in 1801 these dis
posals reached 14,000,000 acres, and in 154
nearly 20,000,000 acres, while at the rats
at which the present yeur has opened, ity
record will be at least 25,000,000 acres, ot
as much as was disposad of at any time
during the groat emigration rush to the
West. Yet the population does not cor
reapondingly increase in the wiates whers
the lands are taken. This Indlostes
greater activity on the part of the specu.
lators and timber-grabbers than on the
part of the settiers and homessekers.

The Boston Transcript publishes free of
charge on its editorial page this luminous
advertisement:

Parrons with knowledge of good positions In-
volving large compensation, easy bours, oppor-
tunities to make on the side, experience un-

7¥, inteillg & superfiuity, etc., am
requested to communicate with Presidens Theo-
dors Roosevelt al the BEmscutive Msnalon,
Washington. sa Mr, Roosgveit hans on his Iist e
large m of az-Comgr for whom ha
would gladly provife jobs outaide the publla
sarvice. This is an excailant opportunity fosg
firms that sdveriss copying &t home ar Etrus-
can art work at bome to secure the services of
several persoms of high social standing and
questioned Integrity, No canvassing positioms
will bs jered. as ex-Congr have
bean found Lo be sour om the canveasing prop-
osdtion.
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Barring the dreadful stampede which
good judgment could aveld, and'the occa-
slonal charge of an enraged bull to escape
his tormentors, or some fretied cow w0
protect her calf, the killing of duffaloes
was & sport without peril, and & businesss
void of hasardous iIncldent, carried on
with such ruthless, wasteful and unneces-
sary destruction that the memory of It
excites the pity, Indignation and disgust
of the present gemeration. In Kansas
alone, botween 1868 and 1881 125,000,000 was
paid out for bones gathered on the prair-
tes and sold to be utilized in various car-
bon works, It took 10 carcasses to make
one ton of bones, the price of which was
$8. So this vast sum represents 1000, K0€
buffalo, or more than one-half of the total
number of all the ¢attle in the whole Unit-
ed States In 192 On the Santa Fe trall,
and miles away, too, from the usual
course of truvel, ns Major Inman relatss,
In some places one could walk all day long
on the dead bodive of buffalo without
touching foot to the ground.

The Indianapolis Bantinel Is in a dread-
ful state of mind because the Btate Leg
{sjature voled to place u statue of George
Rogers Clark In Memorial Hall at Wash-
ington. ““The sole purpose of this jdiatie
performance I8 to insuit the memory o
Thomas A. Hendricks."” shrieks our Demu
cratic contetmporary. And then it scol
“the Democratic furpcoatis™ who =al
and heard Hendricks “nocused of treas
and opaver pesented It Both Rapubil
cans and Democrats of Indiann, excep
the Sentinel, seem to think the Hendrick
partisans would best let well enougl
alone. [f there was doubt of the propriets
of having General B, E. Le#'s statue U
that Natlonal collectinn, there ahould b
no doubt whatover ahout Xeeping Hen
dricks’ statue out. Leo went wrong, it}
true; but the manser of it and the cherac
ter of his service stnmped him as an oo
ert man and o man of the Righest mors
quality. Hendricks, without the inpen
tlye that waa sa strong 10 move
fought his country from ambush. It
ifmpessible to imagine Lee In Hendrick
place taking the course of tha Indiania
Thers may be a question as [o whethe
Clark was a represemtative citizen of In
dlana, bHut he was a character of histog
notz !n the Ohlo Valley, anil ooe em
neolly worthy of a pisce in Memorial H
And almost anybody would be prefe

agv, the oldost of all the worid's famous

o Tom Hendricka,




