[Xa

e

sie
i

THE SUNDAY OREGONIAN, PORTLAND, FEBRUARY 8, 1903

. Sunday excepiled. per FOAT....qese
. with Sunday, per year

thera—
. per wee sliversd Sundsy exsepted 18
E i’:r wu: ‘drl‘!"rﬂl. Sunday tnciuded.30e
' PFOSTAGE RATES.
m'-a Biaten, Canada and Mexioo:
= :: 35-page paper. ...
ign rates double.
News eor fiactssion (mtemded for publication
I2 The Oregonian should be addressed invaria-
By “Editor The Oregonian,” not to the name
of ary fodividusl. Letters relating to adver
tiirg, culecription or to any business ﬂl“:’
Should be addressed mmply ““The Oregonian.
The Oregonian does pot bhuy posms or stories

P ———

sassssssnssntsetsasen e

mmm(\m”_dll.ﬂ.ltﬂﬂ
Tribune bullding New Tork City; 010-11-13
Tribune bufiding, Chicago; the 8 C. Beckwith
Bpecial Agency. Eastern representative.

For sule in San Francisgo by L. E Lees, Pal-
eor Hote! news stand: Goldemith Bros., 200
Butter street; F. W. Pitta, 1008 Market street;
J. K. Cooper, Co., 740 Market street, near the
Falare Hotel: Foster & Orear, Ferry news
stand: Frank Eeott, 50 Eills strest, and N.
Wheatley, B12 Mission street.

For sale in Los Angeles by B. F. Oardner
250 Bouth Epring street, and Oliver & Halaes,
M0 Bouth Bpring sireet.

For ssle In Kansas City, Mo, by Ricksecker

Co., Nisth and Walnut streeta,

male in Chicago by the P. 0. News Co.,
T Dearborn street, and Charles MacDceoald
ashingtor street.

sals in Omaha by Barkalew Brea, 1012
; Megeath Bistionery Co., 1308

Balt Lake by the Salt Lake News
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Washington, D. C, by the Ebbett
atand,
in Denver, Coalo., by Hamilton &
900012 B th mtrest; 1 B
and Ewtionery Co., Fifteenth

end Lawrence strects; A Beries, Sixteenth and
Curtls streetsn

TODAY'S WEATHER—Rain; brisk to high
gusty south 1o west winds.
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EQUAL RATES TO ALL,

The Portland Labor Press, in its cur-
rent lmsue, aseerts that the Associsted
Press and Its Individunl members “have
special privileges In this state”—lower
fates from the Western Union Telee
sraph Compeny than others can obtaln;
and thia, it declares, makes the Asso.
ciated Press a "trust™ or “monopoly,”™
That there may be no mistake or quib-
ble, we quote:

It 1 true that the Associated Press owns Do
telegraph lines, but it has secured an absslute
service rate from the Western Unlon Telegraph
Company, which forbids any other organiza-
tion from competing. It may have been better
10 have incerporuled the Western Union In the
(Plerce) bill. Telegroohic news service comes
high to any one slse than o member of the
Associated Press, and since the membership
closed, it ls Almost impossible for an independ-

“ent company worth a few thousands of dollurs
10 promote & publishing company and main-
taln it

Since the premise is wholly erroneous,
the conclusion as utterly falls. The As.
poclated Presp has NOT “secured an
absolute service rate from the Western
Unlon, which forblds any other organi-
gation from competing.” The Western
Union is carrying news all over the
United States for other press associa-
tlons, at as jow a rate as for the Asso-
cisted Press; and it carries speclal re-
ports for every aswspaper, of whatever
press association, at rates uniformiy
equal. 80 does the Postal Telegraph
The Assoclated Presg and its |ndividual
members use the wires of these two
companies indifferently—sometimes the
wires of one and sometimes of the other,
The rates of the two companies are the
same—to the Assoclated Press and its
members, and to all others The two
great telegraph companies are competi-
tors, with uniform mates that stand on
agreement between them: and pelther
the Associated Press wor The Oregonian
bas any advantage or concesslon In
rates from one or the other. For every
line and word The Oregonlan recelves
by telegraph, through elther compaay,
The Oregonlan pays the open rate; and
the companies carry for the various
Ppress assoclations, or hire wires to them,
for so many hours a day, at rates akso-
Jutely the same, r equal mileage. Any
ane who desires can satisfy himself as
to these facts, by easy inquiry. State-
ments made without knowledge come to
nothing.

The charge, therefore, that the Asso-
ciated Press resis on “privilege” and
hence is & “trust,” or “monopoly,” has
0o foundation.* It cannot be a common
carrier, for It has no means of carriage,
but has its mossages tranemitted by the

companies, which are public
or common carriera It Is just what e
claimed for it, in the statement that it
is & glub of newspaper owners who have
united In the pursuit of collecting and
@Glaseminating news Lo ench other; that
they own mothing but a few desks
throughout the country, and that it la
nothing but & sort of mutual news
buresu.”

newapapers, independent or members of
other associations, om the same terms as
for papers of the Assoclated Press The
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of property in it Ite value,
who col it is the right to

and accumulations of more than forty
yéara, However, this is not the matter
we are dealing with at present. Just
now the subject for statement and
clucidation i» the fact that neither the
Amvclated Press nor any member of it
has the slightest advantage over others
in telegraphic ratea. It s surprising
that an assertion so unfounded should
be made and peraisted In, when the
truth, to the contrary, can be so easily
asceralned.

DIRECT PRIMARIES.

The close vote In the State Senate on
the diract primary bill lends hope that
SOINE mMeasure mgy ¥et be passed this
sesyion amending the statute at present
applying solely to Multnomsh County
and extending it operation to other
counties, Apparently the bill as drawn
contained non-essntial features that
were objectionable to some Benators
who are not at heart averse to drect
nominations. The fees of §30 to $50, for
example, are, in Mr. Ed Bingham's
opinion, unconstitutional. Perhaph thare
s something also in the assertion of
Senator Marsters that the bill as drawn
would lend Itself readily to the mach-
ications of “the political rounder and
sharp polltician.” The treatment ac-
corded to political parties, conventjons,
ele., is far from convinclng o attitude
or specifications,

This dors not militate against the sim-
ple fact that the pressnt law in foree in
Multnomah County should be amended,
or the further fact that it should be ex-
tended over the siate. The law has
given us the firmt fair primaries that
Multnomah County has ever known. It
puis them under officlal lnstead of ring
administration. The party rank and
file has a chance to record Ite will, in-
stead of being helplessiy manipulated
by the party machine. It makes the
County Court seiect the judges and
clerka fairly, end It  .makes the
County Clerk enroll all nominees falrly
on the ballot. It puts the booths and
ballots In the hands of the regular elec-
tion judges and clerks, and practically
eliminates all opportunity for fraud.
There 18 no county, however small, and
00 votlng precinct, however remote,
where these ands are not worth the little
time and expense necessary to galn
them. The law should be extended.
The boss 18 the mame everywhere. Cli-
mate does not impalr his ressurceful-
ness or scant populstion dampen his
ambition.

The law should be amended. 1t was
not enacted for the purpose of providing
direct nominatione, but for the purposs
of giving the-rank and file of the party
& chance to be heard in the selection of
delegates. From this It iw an easy step
to the cholee of candidates themselves
atl primaries. The primary becomes an
election under all the forms and safe-
guards of law and the candidate
strongest before the people getis his
name on the ballot on general election
day as the party nominee. In this way
the power of the machine to force its
favorites on the ticket and to kill off
those who may have Incurred Its enmity
is destroyed, except as its purposes ap-
peal successfully to the judgment of the
volers themssiven,

The law should giso be amended so as
to provide the Australian ballot, Instead
of the present separate party ballots,
Votérs resent the necessity of calling
for a certain party ticket. This i the
complaint everywhere, ¢, g o Minne-
sota, where the St. Paul Ploneer Press
sayme:

The point that has kept & considerable per-
centage of voters from the polls s the necessily
of making thelr Inclinations known in selecting
one or lhe olber ballot. Becrecy Is as impori-
ant In the primary election to secure an honest
und falr seiection of candidates as it s at the
final siection. The right of the voler to reg-
Wster his cholee for candidates for memination
without fear snd witbout restraint should be
guarded &s carefully as his right to register
his choloe between nominees. All ofMcials sre

the servants of the volers, not of any cliqub or )

ring. and the voters should have .the power of
sejecting thelr wervants at every step of the
process without being subjectegd to the gurvell-
lance of any one. No one should be kept away
for fear of offending some ome who may punish
bim for g his b

It would mot be creditable to the Leg-
Isiature to leave the present primary
situation unchanged. “The act In force
in Multnomah County i imperfect as it
is, and should be amended; and the ex-
tension of the Australlan ballot and offi-
clal oversight over the general primaries
of the state s & natural and cecessary
step ln ballot reform, following upon
the Australlan ballot and the registry
law,

—

TWO DOWAGERS,

When the Empress Dowager of Ger-
many died, a few years ago, her life
was declared by certain blographers to
have been at once & tragedy and a ro-
mance; a tragedy In lt» relation to the
imperinl house of Hohensollern, to
which in her early girlhood she became
attached by marriage, and a romance
in 4hat she maintained through all of
her trials and the manifold persecutions
of Bismarck her place in the affections
and confidence of her husband. Bom to
the purple; living all of her more than |
sixty years in palaces, it is yet trus that
the life of this woman—first-born of
Queen Victoria and the Prince Consort—
was one of deep humiliation and dMsap-
pointment, and a sympathetie world
slood reverantly by her bler.

A few days or weeks ago another
Dowager Empress passed on and out
Closely secluded In the wvery heart of
the: “Forbldden City,” possessed of »
power that no one questioned, ruling
abmolutely and arbitrarily, many mil-
lons of people, Tl An, Dowager Em-
press of China, lived and dled. Born In
the lowly hut of a Chinese laborer, gold
in her childhood 1o & mandarin, she was
as a little sleve girl iIntroduced at court
and through the process of seiection dis-
finctly Chinese she becamne the wife of
the Emperor, mother of a weakling pon,
and thereafter a power In the vast em-
piré of Chinn. Her life, looking at it
from a superficial standpoint, was all
romance. It was, however, in fact @
maost strencous life, given over to palit.
leal scheming and dominated by & sort
of feline ceuelty that first tortured and
then removed from her path all who In
any manner stood or might come to
stand In the way of hér imperial power.
LI Hung Chang, easlly the first mates-
man of her empire, was at one timo de-
graded by her order. but was restored
agaln to favor, at least partisily, for the
sole reason thet she mceded him. A
shrewd politician of the outdated school
of Chinese politics, she refused to learn,
even when LI then In her full confl-
dence, gave It out, the lesson of growth
as opposed to the policy of exclusive-
ness. Jmplacable in her hatreds, of im-
perlous will, determined to rule wkile
life remained, she sacrificed without

Catkarine of Russia rose from lowly
birth to*a throne, arrogating to herseit
all power, even that of life and death,
has her counterpart in aundacity, in de-
termination and in power taken on the
form of woman and ruled a eation.

Thedeathof Tel An will no doubt’open
the way for modernizing, to a certaln
extent, the commercial, industrial, polit-
jcal and military policy of China,
Grooved in the prejudices and customs
of antiguity, the Chinese will still con-
tinve to worship their ancestors regards
less of their posterity, but to a certaln
extent their exclusiveness must give way
before the challpnge of progress and
their learned Ignorance to modern en-
lightenment. A dead natlon China can-
not alwaya remain, The death of the
Empress Dowager may bignal the dawa-
ing of a oew political and commercial
era for the empire. Bui whether It does
or not, the wise policy for the patlons of
the world to pursue Is td let the Chiness,
under compulsion of commercialism,
work out the destiny of China.

S ——————

BRIGHTER DAYS FOR IRELAND.

The officlal revocation of the official
proclamation issued last year placing
thirteen districts in Ireland under the
crimes act and malntaining summary
Jurisdiction by the Magistrates Is Inter-
preted 0 mean a more liberal EOVern-
ment policy for the future. The Im-
prisoned members of Parllament have
been released. The Redmondites have
heiped the Ministerialists in rejecting
an amendment made by the House of
Iaordle to the educational bill. The gov-
ernment 18 reported to favor the com-
puisory purchase of Irish estates on the
lines of the scheme of T. W. Russell,
M. P. The wholesale purchase of the
arable and graziog land would mean
simply the Issue of some 3500000000 in
suaranteed landed stock, similar to that
which the Sallsbury government authar-
ized by the act of 1891. The whole issue
would be repald In forty-nine yvears, or
euch term as might be fixed, and the
interest would be pald by the Irish pur-
chasers The state today finds no Aiffi-
culty in obtsiniag the Interest' on 62.000
mortgages, but if collateral security
was wanted there I8 no County Council
in Ireland that would refuse to pledge
the county rate for its farmers.

The return of the Redmondites te Par-
llament to support the educational bill
wasdoubtiess due to the Irish hierarchy,
which s deeply !nterested in placing the
support of thelr denominational gchoole
upon the rates The Irish priesthood In
all cfitical emergencles controls the
Irish party in the British Parllament.
The fall of Parnell began when he lost
the support of the Irish clergy. The ex-
planation of this change in the attitude
of the Unlonist government toward the
Irish Nationallsts, a change attested by
Becretary Wyndham's promise to intro-
duce a Jand purchase bili and by Lord
Lieutenant Dudley's admission of grave
defects In the existing system of Irish
administration, is belleved to be due to
the personal Influence of Edward VIL
who favore conciliating the Irish people
by granting them a_large measure of
control over distinctively Irish affalrs,

The prospect of radical reform of the
present politival sltuation jn Ireland ls
welcome news to intelligent Americans
of all partlea. America had the Symnpa-
thy of Ireland in our struggle for colo-
nial Independence: Irishmen were con-
splcucus among our gallant military
and neval commanders. There is no
walk of American life in which Irishmen
have pot risen to distinction. The Irish
rebellion of 1708 cast upon our shores
Thomas Addis Emmet, Wiillam Samp-
son, Dr. MacNevin and other exiles of
fine talents and scholarshlp. As an in-
dispersuble Industrial force at & critical
period of our publle improvements the
Irish peasantry did a work that no
other workingmen on earth could have
performed in the same time, for in mus-
cudar power and endurance there ls no
people on earth equal to the farm-born
and bred Irishman,  In peace or In war
the Irish are the most superbly endowed
athletes on earth. O'Cdnnell was the
first great Irishman to win something
for his countrymen through constitu-
tional agitation. Catholic emancipation
acd the destruction of the tithe system
were the chlef work of O'Connell

After O'Conuell, . who died in 1847,
nothing of Importance was wrought for
Irsland untll Parnell rose to his first
distinction, In 1870. At that time evie-
tions were resisted with firearme In Tip-
perary with fatal resuite None of the
firing party was ever brought to jus-
tice, although every member of It was
well known; but the authorities were
unable to obtaln evidence that would
convict. This affray first forced the
English government to deal with.the
Irish land question, and Mr. Gladstone,
Introducing the land act of 1570, referred
to this afair of Ballywhey as proof of
the urgency of the measure. At a con-
siderable jater date Lord Leitrim, a
very brutal Irish landiord, was shot
deed from ambush in broad daylight
and his three murderers all pscaped.
These facts are worth reciting, as. they
mark the steady progress of Irish land
reform since 1870. Parnell and Glad-
stone accomplished the passage of land.
tenure legislation that was revolution.
ary In ita heneficens influence. The best
friend of Ireland today Is T. W. Russel|;
ke i1s not & home ruler; for he thinkse
the ennctment of his land purchase bijl
& far greater boon than the enactment
of home rule.

The versatile Intellectual gifts, the
manifold social graces, of the Irish peo-
ple make their leaders men of mark in
every land. The Irish scholar is the
¢nly man who can brilliantly blend wit
with scholarship. Burke, Francls Ma-
honey (Father Prout), Goldsmith, Dr.
Magim, Lever, Lover, Moore, Sheridan,
are lllnstrations in point. A very bril-
liant pecpile, they lack nothing but self-
restralat t8 win a desirable degres of
stlf-goverament

The Sultan of Turkey has ordered the
Immediate mobllization of 240,000 troops
for a military demonstration in Mace-
donla. This action Is likely to Involve
complications between Turkey and Rus-
sin and Austrin. Rubsia and Austria
will demand of the Sultan the approval
of adminisirative and officlal reforms in
Macedonla. The Turkish government,
if pushed to It, can put 800,000 robust,
well-armed soldiers in the fleld, and haif
of this number are as good troops as
there are In Europe. The rank and lle

of the Turkish army fought with gréat |
{ seilantry in 1877 against the Russians

but they were imperfectly armed and
deficlent in tactical discipline and in
struction. -In the Turkish-Greek war of
1897, however, the Turkish troops were
equal in drill, arme, discipline and tac.
tics 10 the best In Europe. Thelr artll-
lery was of German manufa#turs and
instruction, and the Turks falrly wiped
the ground with the Greeka. The Turk-
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ing strength In the field, it would be
Gifficitit to conquer. Sir Charles Dilke
considers the Turkish Infantry soldier
the best military material in Europe,

White Calf, the aged chief of the
Blackfoot Nation, in Northern Montana,
dled In Washington, D, C., a few days
&g0 of pneumonia—a disease unknown
to his people In the days wherein they
slept on the ground in the open air,
spent their days on horseback and lived
on buffalo meat. With a delegation of
his prople White Calf went to Washing-
ton early In January to protest against
the leasing of the Montana reservation
by the Government agent. He secured
a hearlag before the President and Com-
missioner Joaem, and recelved the as-
surance that the reéservation lands
would not be leased. Having eccom-
plished hik miesion and belng anywhere
between 50 and 100 years old, the Black-
foot chief was, we may well suppoee,
ready to depart for the happy hunting
grounds, to which, arcording to the In-
dian’s hope and bellef, the white man
has not obtained admission. There Is
pathos Jo the Indlan’s story, whether
it pertaine to his life or his death, but
aver againet {t is the etern logle of the
survival of the fittest, and to this he
mus{ succumb,

Coleman Younger, the last of the thras
notorious outlaws who terrorized a wide
sectlon of the Northwest a few years
ago, has beeqt pardoned. The two older
brothers are dead, one from consump-
tion and the other committed sulcide,
THe State of Minnesota had these out-
laws in hand, and is only too glad to
be rid of the last of them. Cole's par-'
don was coMingent upon his®leaving
that state, never to return. Minnesota
probably feels that she has done her
share in restraloing and punishing this
aotorious tric of criminals, hence bids
Cole depart to some other locality
without compunction of consclence
or apprehension of resuits to a ew and
strange communlty. An order of this
kind reprepents a violation of the golden
rule in dealing with criminals which is
very generally Indulged. The criminal
of epecial characteristics |s shoved on,
though the more brave and honest sway
would be to deal with him according to
his deserts In the community to which
be belongs,

e ————

If music is not a proper equipment of
public parks, it would be difficult to see
what Iz It must be more from un-
famillarity with the proposal than from
any well-considered objections that
some of the Park Commissioners hesi-
tate to apply 31000 to $1500 of their ap-
propriation to the promotion of band
concerts. It has been too much the fash-
lon with us to give public undertakings
our moral sypport and pass on the
financial end of them to otherm If It
were nothing else than to arouse public
interest In the parks, probably few at.
tractions would accomplish more n that
direction tham music of a high order,
which would be certain to bring the
parks under the direct notice of thou-
sands who might otherwise never mee
them. The Oregonian thinks the tax.
payers who contribute to the support of
the parks would not begrudge a small
proportlon of l.h.e fund for band con-
certa, g

Se——

And now the Crown Prinocess of Saxe
ony bas gohe whimpering back to Aus-
trin, leaving her paramour, the FrencA
music teacher, towgo his way. Mother
love was the magnet that drew her
back, disgraced, humiliated and de-
prived of all rank. It is strange that
this moet potent force did not serve as
&n anchor to hold her back from degra-
dation and folly. While feeling scant
sympathy for a woman and a mother so
shockingly recreant to her obligations
us was this weak and unhappy woman,
it ls hard to suppress & feeling of con-
tempt for her father, the Grand Duke
of Tuscany, who, in utter disregard of
his own wild youth and licentious man-
hood, refuses with pompous self-right-
eousmess to permit his daughter to re-
turn to the sheiter of his home. Truly
the sub-royalties of the Old World have

‘& curious way of squaring moral dejin-

quencles,

In the mnorthern provinces of Italy
manufactures flourish and, the people
are active, prosperous and progressive,
The south of Italy Is almost exclusively
agricultural; its inhabltants are back-
ward, lndolent and very poor and lgno-
rant. The proportion of lliterates
among the recrults in the Prgvince of
Naples was at a recent date 5137 per
cent, and in Sicily 55.05 per cent, while
in Pledmont it was only 1498 per cent
In eriminal etatistics, also, the south
had a bad pre-eminence. In 1806 and
1597 the number of murders committed
in Siclly per 100,000 inhabitants was
2790, and in the Province of Naples
24.53; whereas jn Lombardy it was only
292. The same disproportion Is ob-
served In other crimes

The great highways of Europe are
none of them buillt by the farming re-
gions threugh which they pass. The
central government In Europe pays
half or more of the expenes of road-
building. In France the broad roads
which cross every department are pald
from the national treesury. The de-
partment bullds roads acroms every
commune. The commune bullds only
narrower branch roads. Tt is now pro-
posed that Pennsylvania appropriate
$6,000,000—%1,000,000 for each of the six
years—and that a Juarter of the cost
of new roads come from the country
and a quarter from the township.

ok b sartabon

Charles Francis Adams will be hardly
gratified with the following statement
of his opinlons, printed by the Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch:

. that the men of the
Bouth decided right when they decided to cast
their Tot with their own states, tha: they are’|
bonored ali the more becausse thdy chose this
eturse, and that Robert E. Lee stands forth in
the estimation of the country and of the werld
as the peer of George Washington. This s Ig-
deod a grand triumph for troth, and it Is the
most nolable triumph of the new century,

—

In the death recenily at the Patton
Home of Mra, Margaret Hale, a gentle-
woman of the old school closed her
earthly record. Cheerful. industrious
hopeful, she "wrested happiness from
fate's hard hard™” amd at the age of
nearly 82 years folded her long-busy
hands and passed on, leaving tender
memories and the record of a kindly
1ife behind her.

Mary MacLane s living lao a seques.
tered nook mear Boston, engaged, 1t s
sald, in writing a drama. If we are to
judige of this effort by the book that
contained her “impressions” published
& yesr ago, we may well belleve that
the Montara authoress will ind it 41m-

¥

A PROBLEM IN FINANCE
—

In 1853 a fire occurred In the vault of the
United States Mint at New Orleans and
destroyed $35,000 In Treasury notes. The
superintendent of the mint was charged
with this amount in the final settlement
of his accounts, and the Government
brought sult sgalost him and his bonds-
men to recover the money? Last Monday
the United Siates Supreme Court, to
which the case had been appéaled, decided
in favor of the Government. Many inter-
esting points wera Involved In this case.
In the first place counsel for the defend-
ant argued with no little force and plaus-
ibility that the Government had not sus-
tained an actual loss. A Treasury note is
merely a proamise to pay. The Unitad
States pledges Itsolf to pay the face value
of this note on demand to the bearer,

When 5,000 of promises to pay wero
dentrofed In the New Orleans fire evi-
dence of the Government's Indebtedness
to that amount disappeared, and the
Treasury could not be called upon to pay
that sum. The Government, said Justices
Shiras and Peckham, In thelr dissenting
oplnion, did not suffer Joss beyond the ac-
tual cost of printing and transporting the
notes to New Orleans. T™hat seems to be
& reasonable proposition. This may not
be a parallel case, but suppose the paper
money burned at New Orleans had been
51 and § silver certifichtes, *“This cert!-
flen,” stutes the inscription on these notes,
“that thers has been deposited In the
Treasury of the United States one silver
dollar” (for five sllver dollars, as the case
may*be) “payable to the bearer on de-
mand.” These notes are signed by the
Treasurer and the Reagister of the Treas-
ury, When the 335,000 In certificates were
burned, the Treasury did pot lose the 25,-
) stlver dollars. They remained in the
Government vaults In. Washington.

It s diMcult to understand why the
syperintendent of the New Orleans Mint
and his bondsmen should be called on to
reimburse Uncle Sam for a loss which
he had not sustained in fact, even If his
coffers were depleted of promises to pay.
These pro # have been wiped out by
the flames and cannot be présented to the
Treasurer for redemption. It Is very puz-
zling to the unsophisticated layman. *It
Is for the Government, gulded by the Leg-
islation of Congress.'” he says In his de-
elston, *to determine when it shall or
may issue new Troasury notes. It cannot
be compelled to Issue them in order to
recompense itself for the loss of those in
the hands of an officer required by the
terms of his bond to dellver them to the
Treasury.,” That s the law of the case,
and it Is conclusive. Still, the untutored
layman finds it no easy matter to com-
prehend the transaction. Uncle Sam may
have the $25,000 In coln, which he promised
to pay. but which he Is now relleved from
‘paying. and he may recover in addition
£5.000 from the former superintendent of
the New Orieans Mint or his bondsmen.
That doesn't seem to be exaetly falr, but
jt must be a perfectly regular financial
transaction, otherwisq' the S8upreme Court
would not have stamped It with its ap-
proval. But it is all very bewildering to
those who are not experts In finance.

SUICIDE AT HOME AND ABROAD

In Vienna last year 453 persons commit-
ted sulcide. This Is at the rate of 28 sul-
cldes to avery 100,00 inhabltants. While
this proportion is formidable it is moder-
ate compared with the maximum in Eu-
rope—5l to the 100,000 in Dresdon. Lati-
tude seemd to have comparatively little
effect on the number of sulcides in Eu-
ropean citles. The minimum rmte s In
Lisbon, where 1t is 2 to the 100,000. In
Madrid it 1s &, In Rome 8, in Constantino-
ple 12 All these cities are near the 40th
parallel. While the figures generally In-
crease to the North, the progress is by no
means regular or uninterrupted. Moscow,
8t. Petersburg, Btockholm and Christiania
are in approximataly the same latitude,
but the rmte varies from 11 to 7 in the
:'Ir-r. two 0 27 and 35 In the last two cit-
i N -

The highest suiclde rate In European
cities appears in those grouped about the
Srth parallel. But even among these there
are wide variations. Amsterdam and
' Brussels, where the rate is 1 or 15, are
north of Paris, where the rate is ¢ and
In about the same latitude with London.
where it is 22; Berlin, where it is 36 and
Dresdan, where it is 5l. The sulclde rate
of the countries as a whole frequently
does not correspond to that of the chlef
citiea, In France, for !nstance, it Is only
15.7, while In Austria it Is 21.2, and In Nor-
way 7.5. In general the ecity rate ls far
ahove that of the country. Eimilar con-
ditions exist in the United Siates, where
the general sulelde rate is given in the
World Almanac as 35 per 100,000. But for
ten years the average te In 8t Louls
was 25.7, In Chicago 2.3, In Oakland, Cal,
25, In New York 2.9 In Milwaukee 198,
in Brookiyn 16.7 and in New Orleans 15.9,

Apparently the temperamant of the peos
ple and varlous local conditions are the
determining factors in sulckde. The cause
of 100 cases gf self-destruction In Europe
were found to be: Acute madness or de-
Hrium, 18; alecholism. 11: vice and crime,
2; moral suffering,’'8; poverty, 4; family
troubles, 4; loss of Intellect, 44; disease, 2;
unknown reasons, 19.° All of these causes
are magnified In the extreme soclal con-
ditions of the city. Whether they are
strong encugh to Impe! men to death de-
pends largely on the National tempera-
ment and, possibly, too, on the stresigth
of religlous sentiment.

An Undeveloped E-'In.'
Denvar Weekly.,

There Is an empire In the Northwest
of which the peopla of the country will
hears more within the next three vears,
Portland, the metropolls of Oregon, has
girded her armor and s rapldly maturing
‘preliminary pians for the Lewis and Clark
Centenninl Exposition to be held In 196,

commémoriting the centenary of the ae- |

quisition in 1865 of a territory grenter than
the whole of that portlon of the United

States lying east of the Misslssippl and |

nortlh af the Ohio.
Too briefeis the pe of a ne

column to give more than a falnt notlon
of the latent resources. partinl though
marvalous development, and opportunities
presented to the homeseeker In the State
of Oregon. The Lewis and Clark Expo-
sition will .revea! to the world at large
unrealized posaibilities of the region
smbraced in Washington, 1daho, Western
Montana and British- Columbia. Indeed,
the mere preliminary announcements of
plans has turned a tide of Immigration In
that direction which It has been estimated
by conservative officiale of commercial
bodies will add 20,000 people to the popu-
lation of COregon alone during the next
three years. At first the claim that any
state may Increase by 0 per cent of iir
present population in s0 short a time
seems almost preposterous. But when one
comprehends something of what the ter-
“ritory *has to offer, the claim subsides
into the realm of things reasonable.

Ethiea of Marder,
New York Evening Post

“"Disinterested homicide™ s the name
which a French jurist has given to mur-
der committed for otNer than mercenary
motives. [Under such a motive an old
acqualntant®, the crime passionne]l, has
dlmost the look of a virtue. If you kill
2 man who has insulted you, your act (s
disinterested: If & husband slays a wife
who has betrayed him, he. too, smites in
a spirit of disinterestedness. The French
courts- have nlways besn so leniént to-
wards crimes of passion that one must
regret that they have this new word to
gild murder withal. It will be small com-
fort to the shades of those Who have
been the wvictims of political assassina-
tion, for edample, to learn belatedly that
they have., after all, only been the ob-
ject of a disinterested desire to kilL

Baer Also Is a Mywsiery.
Pititsburg Dispatch,
Those pestiferous Eastern papers which
are esalling on Prestdent Basr to fulfiil his

s

FIVE-MINUTE BOOK TALKS.

No. 20-Burton’s “The Anatomy of
. Melancholy.”

" Prominent among admirera of “The
Anatomy of Melancholy: What it s,
with all the Kinds, Causes, Symptoms,
Prognostications and Several Cures of
IL" ete.—titles In the 1Tth century were
apt to be long and descriptive—was Dr.
Samuel Johnson. He though it “'per-
haps overioaded with quotstion. But"™
he added, “there s great spir't and great
power In what Burton says when he
writes from his own mind." Boswell re-
Iates that his emlnent friend sald this
work was the only one that. took him out
of bed two hours sooner than he wished
to rise. SBimllar testimony to the inter-
est of thls bookish man’'s book 18 abun-
dant—that of Charles Lamb, for example.

The plan of the work Is regular, and td
read It through 1s to appreciate Its sym-
metrical system. On the other hand, to
consuit the synopses of its three “parti-
tlans” s to please one's self with a bill
of fare of the most diverse and appetiz-
ing character, any item of which may
be selected with gratifylng results. Such
Is the prodigal wenith of learning em-
bodied in the book, that recognition of
the author’s erudition nnd industry leads
naturally to wonder that one mind could
compass and utilize, with happy results
of Mlustration and argumentative sups
port, such a vast array of reference,
anecdote and oplnlon. The author's sub-
Ject s a strange one, but It Wwas apt;
he himself was strgnge. A writer whom
I have consulted says there I= a flavor of
thorough-geing It humor about *The
Anatomy «of Melancholy,” ns If It were
writien by a man who regarded the world
a8 a dreary farce and life as something
to be laughed at, My own Impression
scarcely would bear such strong terms of
description. Perhaps I should be disposed
to eharacterize the work as the heir of the
Invention of a scholar and bachelor re-
cluse whom Melancholy had marked for
her own.

The dates which limit Robert Burton's
life are significant—1576 and 1M0—a year
well advanced Into the glorfous relgn of
Eilzabeth aad one almost Immediately
preceding the war between King and Par-
liament. He wrought when the English
lnaguage had reached perfection for lt-
v.-rar} use, and when solld attalnments in
the learned languages were the bhdge of a
scholarshlp restricted as to subjecta but
thorough and deép. Born of gentle par-
enta he was sent to Oxford for his educn-
tion, and after one academic preparztion
wns ordained to the ministry of the Church
of BEngland. His lving was In Lejcester-
shire, but he spent a great parf of his lite
In the university clty, where his varied
and wide reading was largely nssisted by
his access to the Bodlelan Library. The
clghth edition of his book appeared in 1676,
only & years after the publication of the
first, which is eviflence of the great ap-
preciation it received. I have before me a
reprint of the Afth edition, produced 1651-2
and contalning corrections aml additions
made by the author shortly before his
death, The publishers—A. C. Armatrong &
Son, New York, 1803—announce the work,
which Is in three volumes octavo, os “a
new eoditlon, corrected and enriched by
translations of the numerous classical ex-
tracts,” An Interesting fact in the history
of Burton's great work is |ts extended
reputation due to the publication In 1798,
of & book by Dr. Ferriar, of Manchestor,
England, who pointed out numerous plag-
larisms from Its pages Yy~the author of
“Tristram Shandy.”

I light on an Interesting passage in the
elaborate introduction, entitled *Demoeri-
tus to the Reader”; Burton published as
“Democritus Junior.” He says:

Where good government ls, prudent and wise
Princes, there all things thrive and prosper,
prace and huppiness 18 in that land; whare 1t §s
otherwise, all things are ugly to behold, Incult,
barbarous, uncivil, a parundise Is turned to a
wilderness. This tsland, amonget the rest. our
next neighbors, the French and Germans. may
bo & suifiolent witness, that in a short time, by
that prudent pollcy of the Romans, was brought
from barbarism; see but what Cassar reporis
of us, and Taclius of thosr old Germans, they
wate once am uncivil as they In Virgiain, yet
by planting of colanies and good laws, they
became from barbarous outlaws, to be full of
rich and populous cfities, s now they are,
and most flourishing kingdoma, Even so might
Virginia, and those wild Irish have been clvil-
ized long since, If that order hesnn hareto-
fors taken, which now begins, of planting eolo-
nles, elc.

Bpeaking of Idleness as a cause of Mel-
ancholy. Burton observes:

Our too zealoun Innovators waere not so well
advised In that general subversion of abbeys
and rel housen, pr ¥ .to Sing
down all; they might have taken away thoas
gross abuses crept In amongst them, rectified
such Inconvenlences, and not so far 1o Rave
raved and raged Aguiost those falr bulldings
and everiasting monuments of ous forefathers’
devotion, consecrated to plous ikes: some mon-
asteries and coileglate colls might have been
well spared, and thelr revenues otherwise em-
ployed, here and thers one, In good towns or
cltlos at leasi for men and women of all sorts
and conditions to MWve In, 1o sequester them-
selves from the cares and tumaits of the world,
that wera not deslrous, or fit 10 marry: or oih-
erwise willing to be troubled with commaon af-
falrs, nnd know nad well whers 1o beatow
themselves, to Hve apart In for more con-
veniency, good education, better company rake,
to follow thelir rtudiss (1 say), 1o the perfection
of arts and sciences, common good, and as some
truly devotad monks of old had done, freely
and truly (o serve God.

He describes as mental symptoms of
Melancholy:

Susplcion and jealousy are general symptoms:
they are commonly distrustful, apt to mistaks
and ampiify, facile frascibles, testy, petiish,
peevish and ready to smarl upon every small
ocrasion. If they spenk In Jest. he takes
it in good sarnelt. If they be not saluted, In-
vited, consulted with, called to counsel, ete.,
ar that any respect, small compliment or cere-
mony be omitted, they think themseives nag-
lected, and contemngd; for a time that tortures
them. If two talk together, discourse, whisper,
st or tell a tale In general, he thinks present-
ly they mean him, apDliss a2l 1o himse=if, o
Cip If they talk with him, he ls ready to mins-
construe every word they speak, and Interpret
it to the worst: he cannot endure any man to
look steadily on him, speak to him almoer,
laugh, Jest or ba famillar, or hem. or polnts
cough, or spit, or make 4 nolse sometimes, eto

“Lone—Mslancholy” I8 a very entertaln-
ing part of the book. There I no need
that I should say this. But !ttle space ls
left, gud as Burton asksa: ““Who can reck-
on upon the dotage, madnesa, servitude
and bilndnesa, the fool'ah phantasms and
vanitiea of lovers, thelr torments, wishes,
idle attempta?” .

When Burton wrote tobacco was becom-
Ing well known on both sides of the At-
lantle. I am not astonished, therefore, to
find a pocmage which s regarded by friends
of the weed as recommendatory of (te
moderate ‘use. ‘Tis curious to resd what
was sald of the herb as long ago as 183,
by a wiser and more accomplished man
than Jamés I, who before that date had
fulminated agninst the smoker's luxury:

Tobasen, divine, rare, super-excelient tabacen,
which goes far bayvond ail the pannceas, potable
gold, and philosopher’s stones, s a 1gn
remedy in all diseases. A good vomit, I confess,
h virtuous herb it it be well qualified, oppor-
tunely taken. and medicinally used; but. as It
Is commonly abused by most men, who taks it
as tinkers do ale. ‘tis & plague, a mischlef, a

NOTE AND COMMENT

The dollar seems & whole lot mightier
than tha sword in Morocco.

One newspaper I:I-:;O small to print all
that Binger Hermann fsn't saying,

Mr. Addicks seems quite willing to get
into the United States Senate by the back
way,

It beging to look as though Professor
Giron would have lo go to work for a
living, after all

The next thing Germany will demand
will be reimbursement for all the ammu-
nition that was wasted on San Carlos.

The only people t0 whom Hobson's re-
trement Is a severe blow ara2 the news-
paper paragraphers. He has gone, and we
shall miss bim,

Speaking lightly of that lonesome lttls
old antl-trust bill that got through Con-
Eress, it looks as though Mr. Morgan had
one on the House.

Your Uncis Sam continues to prosper.
During January he pald off $3.23,116 of
his indebtedness. He now owes, less cash
in his pocket to meet possidble demands
for money, $43,M43935. Of this total he
PAYS Interdhit on $914.541.3%0, The old BEen-
tleman his given his notes of Kand, pay-
able on demand, without Interest, to the
amount of 3356,146,18%. As no one appears
to want efther the principal or Interest on
these notes, Uncle Bam does not walk the
floor. Neither do the people he owes.
They know he can pay at any time,

The Parls Temps= publishes a series of
documents aselected by the sister-in-law
of the late M. Thiers from nis papers and
presented to the French Academy, which
throw & new Ught on the negotiations
carrisd on between the great French pa-
triot and General Menteuft ), commander.
la—chief of the German Army during the
Purris ocoupation of 15713, The document
shows that Thiers' patience was often
tried by the attitude of subordinate offi-
cials, who persisted In Insulting the Gere
muns,

Pedro Alvarado, the Mexican silver mil-
llonaire, was a peon miner, working for
M cents a day, when he discovered the
rich ledge which has given Fim s fortuns
of §50,000,000. It ls belleved that the Pal.
millo mine, which he owns, will doubls
this fortune In o few years. A week op
s0 ago his wife declded that she needed
the service of a dentist, so the Alvaredo
family traveled from Parral, thelr home,
to Chihioahua, in a special train, some 39
persons in all. They and their belongings
took up a dozen cars,

According to Professor Baldwin Spencer,
of Meibourne University, the blacks of
Central Australla are free from one
“white man's burden.” He spent several
years making ethnological Investigations
among them, and. one of his discoveries
was that @ mother-in-law was not allowed
to come within a mile of the “min-mia"
(hut) of her married daughter. 1If she did
g0, the husband was muthorized by the
tribal law to use his club. The professor
expresses admiration of this drastic meth-
od of preserving domestic peace and tran-
quillity.

Mr. R. H. Elllott, In the Peking and
Tien Tain Times, urges the value of smok-
ing oplum as o preventive agsinst sea-
sickness. “A correspondent informs me,"
bhe says, “that three out of a party of
four who inhaled oplum wvupor on going
on board and then lay down for some
hours, as directed by me, were not sea-
sicik. ‘The result,” my" correspondent adds,
‘was miraculous, We were none of us in
the least sick, and, most wonderful of all,
wo all appeared at table and ate our
meuls heartly and well." The fourth,
who did not amoke oplum, was seasick.”

John Jerome Kelly, son of the late John
Kelly, who was leader of Tammany Hall
next before Croker, became a member of
the New York Btock Exchange a fow
days ago and was Initlated with a degres
of violence which bore teéstimony to his
popularity. The members daubed his face
with paint and made him dance as In-
dians dance In geography plctures. Tha
reason they hazed him that way was be-
cause hls father was a political Indian
and because Mr. Kelly expects to do
whatever brokerage business theére is to
be done for the Tammany Indians of this
day.

A short time ago the New York Tribung
reprinted from the Princeton Tiger thess
lines:

There once was o man from Nantucket,

Who kept all his cash In a bucket;

But his daughter, named Nan,
Ran away with a man,

And as for his bucket, Nantuaket,

A correspondent retorted with theses

This roused 1he old man from Nantucket,

Who chased them as far as Pawtucket;

Where he scolded Mlss Nan,
Thrashed soundly the man,

And as for the buckest, Pawtucket.

And still another paraded his geograph-
leal knowledge:

The palr tollowesd pa to Manhnasset,
Whers he still beald the cash as an arset;
Hut Nan and the man
Stols the money and ran,
Al as for the bucket, Manhassst

They have been having some fun in
Washington with two new Congressmen
from Chicago. Martin Emerich visited the
Capitol and was belng shown around by
Jim MeAndrews. The two were sitting in
the House when Jim arose and said: “I'm
going out to the lobby. There's an of]
palnting there that I want to ship home—
one of the little perquisites we have, Mar-
tin.” *Say,” sald Emerfth, “what's the
matter with me getting mine and send-
ing it to Chicago at the same time?*
Congressman Mann had W. W, Wilson in
tew. They were also sitting In the House
when A page came and laid a number of
blue =lipa In front of Wilson. *Sign
them.” sald Mann, and the new Congress.
man did so. Then he asksd what they
were. “Receipts for your pay from March
4 to December 1 next,” sald Mann. “Great
Beott!” yelled Wilson. *I didn't get the
money.” It took the combined Illinois
deiegation to convines him that this was
the u.mu/l_ming.

Souvenir Gold Dollars for St. Louls.

Fhiladelphia North American.

Under the supervision of Assistant
Colner Robert Clark,.the dolnage of one-
fourth million gold dollars to be used as
wouvenirs of the 8t. Louls Exposition was
begun at the mint last week. The first
shipment of .00 to Chicago was made
the folloWing day. The new -dollar. In
size and welght, is similnr to the old
American dollar, belng %8 fine. On the
obverse slde of 125,000 wiil appesr & me-
dalllon of Thomas Jefferson. A likeness
of President McKinley will be on the
obvérse side of the other 1500 The
reverse gide of the new eoin has the
following inseription in the fornr of A
circle: “Loulsiana Purchase Exposition, 3t
Loulan™ In the center are the dates “181"
and “ISM.™ Of special historie value to
coln collectors and connolsseurs is the
numbering of the first 109 as proof colns
To the purchamers of the first five pleces
will be given a certificate signed by the
chiaf coiner as w guarant®e that they were

m five of the new souvenir dollars
off. The price of each coln Is &

-




