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Impressions of Yosemite.

Dr. H. W. Hellogg Describes His Trip to
the Great Valley of California.

Tosemite 1s doubllens the besi-known
nutural wonder, with Niagars excepted,
that we possesg in America. Itz fameo
iz world extensive. Tt is more famillar
to the Europoan than to many Americans.
All forelgners expect to see Yosemite
when they leave home, though some of
them miss ' boocsuse they cannot reach
it tn a day from New York, and among
the first questions they ask an American
in Burope, "Have you seen Yosomite™
This is partly due to the real merit of It=
wondors snd sublimity, and partly due
to the enterprise of the Callfornian's «d-
wvertiser, All honor to the men who have
been able to bring such a subllme sight
to the attention of the world!

A genersl description of the walley willl
ATHWET. t is abhout eight miles long and
mile and & half wide., Jts floor s
four thousand feet sbhove the sea. It=
walls are of gray granite, nearly vertieal,
rising from 3000 to 50 feet above the val-
ley—thux heing from 7000 to 2000 feet
ghove the seu, Theee walls are raggrd,
rising in columns, arches crowned with

Omne

w2 attempt to describe If we have o grain
of senwe. It k8 not mads to be deseribed,
but enjoyed. Things we can describe in
terms are not much., It Is when they sur-
piss words and escape from such pri=ons,
free as the eagles which enclrole these
awful helghts and depths, thut they are
waorth consldering,

Ancther vicw we obtained, after climb-
ing the long and winding trall of ten
milas—olimbing on well-trained animals, to
be sure—was when we siood on Glacler
Polnt. This, [ think, |s the most impres-
sive view of all. TUnder the cloudless bius
sky, to the east of us stretched away the
*“far-roaming snow-robed ranges’” of the
Sterras. The Cap of Liberty, Cloud's Rest
and the peak of Mt. Whitney, were plainly
in sight. Betwesn two lofiy peaks poured
the walers of the Merced, forming the
falls 1 have alrendy described, Great
North Dome and South Dome, rounded
and polished with a glacler's chisel, be-
yond them the two mighty sentinels keep-
ing watch through the silent ages. To the
left In the far away 3= El Caplian and the
Throe Brothers £nd the Cathedral Spires
on elther slde of the valiey. We looked
down Into the vallsy, nearly one miie
down, so directly thst had we lost our
footing ,we would haove landed on tho
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ill-shaped Jdomes =mnd sharply carved

pinpecles, Through the valley flows the
Merced River, winding lte conrse ke a
“silver ribbon,” peacefuily now that It
bhas reaches) ft= Jewal after fts awful

yiimges over preciploes. through gorges,
rouring willls in 115 cha=e {or [fe,

(Other rivers onite with Its waters in
oy, every one of which has passed
through the same f{rightful sxperience of
wying 1o keep ls existence while 1t gels
down from the mountain tops thousands
of feet to the quiet valley. The highest

of these Is the fumous Yosemite lisell,
which Talls &4% feet, This Is mnot ali
in & =single plonge. but 1t I= content 10
malke (hree nitempts at the tack. And &t

is yvell that it for I sm efruid it
would luse tself In space i it did not stop
2o guther i

Gors.

omeiher s acaliered paris at

lenst twice the way., A= |t is there
are times when with wind and distance
it seems for & moment lost, but Jike the
cpuree of Frovidence to buman sight.
there Is lack of continuity, but his rivers
finglly reach the sea. The Bridal Vel
Falls, ¢ D feet, are bDeautiful and
fascinating
At r f the walley, whers
ths er nhmes down, TWo mas
formed The Nevada e
glog oot from the fi
! smow into & world of verdure
This fall Ig &6 fert wide.

whes with wild Impet-
oW ZOrge over buge
with a nolss of
thundering,”™ and t

% fert agaln into a
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These catnracts
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at I rs The &3 BW
the =nti from west 10 ecast, Kost

of 1ts mizhis are in view, and somée
of the waterfalis The most consplcuous
ix Brifal Vell Pulie. The Impression is
It is not among the things

tndeseribak

fje=ny beon usr

rage than before, |

_{:1:;.-_,- ond withhur any Interruption in onr

[Jrurn- ¥. AR'In the valley ls now leveled
into & smooih. decorated carpet.  Great
| trees lovk ke gras= and hills sink away.

Now I mOrmne when the =soul s

ot awake? It
=¢ of lmmek-

part of 1t Is
awlul
v. elernity, aimichiin
!h: before you and just about you.

 81d jr. It must have regolred His hand,
| How long was= He In making {. When
- dld He carve out that dome which is now
B fepr In space? Tlow many hitve been
the centurles that yvonder sentingls have
beont on walch? What Instrumonts did
I He uspe for the wmsk?T How long was He
| In zetting the rivers of into opern-
| tlon? Time loses all value, You ask for
‘n calendar othsr than thist which man
{
|
|
|
|
|

What

lee

knows, Put dewn ages and not hours,
cternitles and not yvears.
At first ars may fill your eves, bdut
now solempity fils your soul. What an
exhilbition of power, majesty and sublim-
ity. Man! What is man? A lew years
numbér his caresr He passes away bug
these stay on - And as for God, It does
| peesm that He who has been at suoch a task
| has too miich to do to bother yvery much
with a creature Hke man. Then it Is you
yvou eannot help I, ““What s
at thou art mindful of him nand
the Son of Man that thoo visiteth him?"
We almonl lose hesrt ino aw&nd fear, But
| 48 k= only for a mamant,
\ Whailt. think again., Only two weeks be-
| fore the day we stood on'this lofty sum-
mit, another stomi there with strange and
| strong emoti . It was ap old prolessor
| of the University of Californin. By a
‘| mere acckient we met some ladies who ac-
|
|
|
!

man

companied him that doy up the trafl, and
they related to us the Incident. As they
near thelr destination, having pre-
ceded the Iarge company of companion
mountain-climbars, they were overtnken
by a messenger who told them of the sud-
den failure of Professor LeConte while at-
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tempting to clmb. asd of his death,
A Berkeley professor had, just 30 years
before that very day, come lnto the valley
the first time with the great LeConte,
and many times since they stpod together
on these lofty plunaclos, charmed with the
sublimities, Ii wnas the favorite school-
house of the great and good man. He
now Jooked directly down upon the camp
where his companion lay dead. The din-
course he delivered upon the ap priate-
ness of the place and of the death of his
companlon and upon the immortality of
man will not soon be forgotien by Hir
who heard him.

As the gtory was told me 8 new sUgEes-
tlon came to me, which relleved the 0p-
pressiveness of first thought of man’y in-
significance, and In Its stead there cama
an emphasls of man, + It is evidence of
man's g-eatness and worthiness that he
is capable of appreclation of this handi-
work of the Almighty., Here was a man
who for 80 years had lved among these
wonders, ever with an open mind end an
appreciative soul, capable of recelving as
a gift—as a benefaction this work of God.
He stood here to see, wonder, adore, and
grow happy. He saw the hand of the
Great Father, and Hstening, he heard Him
spenk. This abllity is something greater
than rocks nnd mountialrd. possess. AN
| eppreciative spirit alone explaing and jus-
| tifies all the tremendous work. So man
| I8 more valunble~than the mighty things
| God made for him: The wvalley Indeed,
|is sugzestive of a wast cathedral. You
’:mt enciosed within. walls gorgeously

adorned under the Hllumination of the sun
by daw and the moon by night. A cathe-
dral majesiie, well-arched and with iis
dome fretted with stars. How (nsignifl-
cant Is the work of Michael Angelo, Mt
| Peter's scems only a trifle. I have\pever
felt A sense of the appropriateéness of the
! ilnes of the poet as here:

I Not to the domes whose crumbling arch and

column
| Attest the tesbieners of mortal hand:
But Lo the fane, mosi catholic and s6lemn
Which God hath planned.

To that cathedral, boundless ns wonder,
Whose quenchiess lamgs the sun and moon
supply.
Its music, winds and falls, its organ, thunder,
Ita dome, the sky.

Thera amiid soiitude and shade, to wander
Through !h[r* green aisles, or stretched upon
the nodd,
And by the allence. roverently ponder
The ways of God

But what is a cathedral without a wor-
shiper? Tor what is it constructed, but
that l= might make wivid the ldeas of
God? TIdens of greatness, care and love.

Some years ago Phillips Brooks, who
| spent  the Sabbath in the valley, was
asked to preach. He consented on Satur-
day, but when the congregation had as-
sembled on Sunday morning In the chapel,
and the services bad reached the polnt
of the sermon, the peverend gentlemin
arose and said:

“I promised to presch a sermon here to-
day, but to the rayerent mind this valley
{s a sermon, before which the sermonizing

NO DREAD Of CRITICISM

CONGREGATIONALISTS IN ENGLAND
SYMPATHIZE WITH IT.

-

Dr. Forsyth, of Cambridge, Says if
It Is Met?t With Fairness and Conr-
age Perplexities Will Disappear,

LONDON, Aug. 7—Two years ago this
Fall there was held in Boston an Inter-
national Congregational Councill, the ob-
ject being to bring the best thought and
the best methods of English Congrega-
tlonallsm Into actual, living contact with
tha Congregationallsm of the United
States. Many were the men of distine-
tion attending from this side, and oo
both sldes of the ocean the gathering at.
tracted wide attention. Unusual ability
marked the _speeches and eseays, and
there were occasions when fecling ran
very high, But the only occaslon when
the emotions of this great assembly were
too much stirred to allow of the conven-
tional disoussion was when a paper bad
been read on ““The Ultimata Seag of
Evangelieal Authority.” This subject,
tame and dull though It may seem (o
the uninitiated, Ia vital to Christian faith,
The lay mind wonders what It can tle to
In these days of changing creeds, and
there are thousands of ministers who
are troubled In the same way, and this
e6say, It was expected, would Indicate at
what polnt, amid our ever-varying views
of the Bilble, we might still, and might
always, find sure anchorage. The essayv-
ist was Rev. P. T. Forsyth, M. A, D. D.,
of Cambridge, England, who was selectad
for this task not only because of hls as-
tablished scholarship, but because, dwell-
Ing ‘eontinually In the atmosphere of ane
of the great English universities, ha would
be likely to know all that was freshest on
the subject and to treat it In that broad
sclentific spirit which the unlversities of
England never fall to ineculcate.

The result exceeded expectation. Dr.
Forsyth's command of his subject was
masterly In the extreme. He went all
around it and all through it. He was
8o liberal toward hilgher criticlsm and
yot 80 tenaclous of what he held to be
the stll unshaken and essentlally imper-
vious message of the gospel that he car-
ried the Jjudement of both the timorous
and the advanced. When his great treat-
{se concluded, an vnusual thipg occurred,
considering t it was a gathering made
up so largely of ministers, for nobody f2lf
ke =aying anything. Hearts were 80
mowved that lips became dumb. The ex-
pacted discussion went over by default,
Handkorchiefs were In requisition for
thousands of wet eyes, yet the feelinga
had not been directly appealed to in the

A& spurious kind of optimism which s
afrald to face the facts of the religious
situation.” In this statement hls exaet
words are given, but he explalned after-
wards that what he meant by *“‘the facta
of the rellgicus situation” was that higher
criticlsm was In the alr, that both relig-
lous thought and life wers sure to be

Affected by It for good or 1Il, and that if
religious teachers, instesd of denouncing

or bellttling the conclusions of eminent |

Bihle scholars, would look farther Into
them and meet them in the splrit of eour-,
age, temmered by Information and fairs
ness, the perplexities of the ordinary
mind would be relleved and its shaking
taith re-established on a more suze foun-
dation.

Properly to estimate Dr. Forsyth as a
repregsentaiive of English Non-Conformity
the reader should know that the religious
denominations included in that term em-
braces a goi round half of the church-
going people of the United Kingdom.
The figures of church year books for
180¢ show that the Church of England
provides sittings in its different places
of worshlp for a few more then T7.000,000
persons. But the allled bodles who are
outnide of that fold, like Congregationnl-
ists, Methodiets, Baptista and Presbyte-
rinns, provide sittings for very nenrly
8,000,000, These figures were rilsputed at
first, but & commlittea appointed to look
into them by the church dlocesan conven-
tlon make a report which does not dls-
turb them to any serious extent. At the
very least Non-Conformity glives sitting
room In Its places of worship for 800,000
more than the state church. and from
this the reasonable claim s made, and
does not seem to be successfully re-
futéd, that in itz relutive allegiance to
what is called tha established church
and the churches of dissenters and Nou-
Conformlsts, England is pretty evenly di-
vided, with a chance that Non-Conform-
ity may have the advantage. In politics
the Non-Conformists are oveérwhelmlngly
Libera]l. 8o, at least, they werda whila
Gladstone remained on the scens. But
since tho Liberal party has had divided
teadership, and especially sinece the South
African War became s dividing lssue,
thelr political standing 18 a rather mixed
one, so0 much &0 that 8 great many of
them scarcely know themselves whers
they belong,

Upon the subject of pollties and the
war avan Dr. Forsyth was in perplexity.
This just now 18 a delicate subject with
the Congregationallsts of England. Be-
tween <Congregatlonal misslonaries in
Bouth Africa and lesding Congregational
minlsters at home there has been a
heated and bitter controversy, and the
badinage of strong words still goes on.
Thg former, of course, Justify the war,
whereas at first nearly all tha Ilatter
strongly condamned It. At the besgin-
ning, when feeling was not so high and
there was & chance for peaceful settie-
meant, Dr, Forsyth, In common with moat
of his brethren, took strong grounds
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he could not think that the
offered was the chief discouragement. | Hut o
He rather found the chlef reason In that yhinker.

prevalent religious duliness of which
had before wpokon.
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"But think,” he sald, In further expla-| the
nation, “how many other respectahle and fur

influential callings are now open to well-
educated

young men. Think what o

of men must sink into Inslgnifi I
can think of but one text of scripture ap-
propriate to thls place gnd ocension, and
tinat text ia, "Be still and know that I am
God." That s & text which preaches Its
own sermon. Lel us close the servicea

It puts a real Hve soul to the test un-
| der the impressivenesg of this cathedral
| which God made. It takes a stropg man
| even {o endure the tesh. But what of that
spirit which f= able to respond to all the
appeals of tha infiinlte? An Instrument
of such worth is to be prized. And oh,
what a2 song the soul slngs when God
moves on it with such power a&nd rich-
nese, 18 there a feeling of which the
soul ls capable that js not brought forth?
A melody not awakened [rom despest
pathos nnd sclemn fear to highesg ecsta-
sles? It Is only from the soul of maun
that Cod ean bring forth such musie,

And then we think away from the adap-
tatlon nnd harmony of man and God's
wonderful ¢reatlons to the purpose of God
iz crestlng. When He wons forming the
Yosemlte did He not have man In view?
If not, why then did He make {t? What g
useless thing to carve the earth into in.
definite shapes of beauty If there be mno
spirits to admire and adore. God did all
this to please man. To please him that
He might camplete him. It was ‘all muade
mun—all of It. And without intelli-
1 t spirita it is menningless. It is

md‘ It is & blunder. Man is the inter.
preter and he I8 the Interpretation of
Gol's worids. Another great man died a
few weeks ago, & man whose death will
make poorer the ages to come. It was
Profescar John Fisk. Not many ycears
ago ke told us ln his own beautiful way
now the whole turth burst upon his mind
*“thnt man was the goal townrd which
ail ecreatlon had been tending from the
brginning. That the whole purpose of the
Almighty was o fintsh the character of o
| man In love.” For thls énd creatlon has
| been struggling through the ages,

Az 1 eame to the hotel one evening after
a whole day of revellng in these glorles
and sublimities, filled with enthusiasm and
dellght, n telegram was put into my
| hand which told me that my baby was
| sick nnd for me to come home. Five days
| were between me and that little derling,
Oh, how everyibing faded away Into In-
significance! The gorgeous wvalley sank
into darkness and was lost. What was &
world of such scenes to the demands of
love? 1 would rather have been by the
sidle of that chlld for a moment than to
have owned all the wvalleys and moun-
tains of ereation. A= I felt, =0 must God
feel, We are. the objects of his jove, Wae
are more to him than all worlds, Bome
time we shall understand as we cannol
now the warth of love and the majesty of
man. The=e scencs of God's creatlon help
| us In the attemplt,

H. W. KELLOGG.

Begone. Dull Care.

London Answars,

A Droltwleh harber was just finlshing
Iathering a customer and was talking vol-
ubly, as uspal

‘“Yes, sir,” he sald, “thera2’s no careless-
ness allowed by our employer. Every
| time we ecut & customer's face we are
fined sixpence, and If we make an ugly
gash it costs us a shilline.™

Then, pleking up and brandishing his
razor, he added: *""But I don’t care a Tap
today. I've just won & soverelgn.'
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VIEW FROM GLACIER POINT, LOO KING EAST. STARTING FROM LEFT, CLOUD REST 6000 FEET, HALF
{ DOME 5000 VEET, SIERRA NEVADAS, YERNAL FALLS, NEVADA FALLS.
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ing, thoroughly reasoned-out demonstra-
tion, by a scholarly and masterly thinker
of the most advanced type, that, despite
all the concessions which intelligent falth
Is ohiiged to make to modern silentific
Inquiry, there still remalns, ns the most
unlque fact of all history and as the great
Hving force of Christinn clvillzation, the
life and death of Jesus Christ. To many
present this  overwhelming concluaion
came as & revalation; to others who, llks
Dr. Forsyth himself, had faced the facta
and fought them out, it ceme only as an
ex cathedra confirmatlon of whet they
knew. But upon all the effect was so pro-
found that, as | hove said, the ordinary
methods of expression were paralyzed,
and all that great and Intelligent audl-
ence could do, represfentative though It
wis of the bast minds of the Congrega-
tionalism of two continents, w to rise
to its feet and sing, as with & common
fmpuise, "“In the Cross of Christ 1
Glory."”

Bince that time Dr. P, T, Forsyth, of
Cambridge, England, has been much In
the thought of American church peaple of
all denominations. So much =0 that they
will be glad, I am sure, to hear something
further about him, and especially to get
his views on some of the toples of the
day. It ix a falr presumption, too, that
those who are aloof from the church and
do not understand it will' be interested In
Dr, Forsyth, for, of all men, he is the
kind of n man to put theology and relig-
fon before these In n reasonable light.
This conviction |s what léd me to seek
an interview with this learned and [nflu-
ential minister, and my visit was so timad
that It enabled me to hear the closing
ssrmon  of his Cambridge pastorate,
After saven vears In that English univar-
glty town, where} amld the towering
gcholestic emblems of the Church of Eng-
land, hé hng preached regularly in a
nonconformist pulpit, with many of the
undergraduates and not a few of the dona
to sit under the scintilistions of his gen-
fus, Dr Forsyth goes now to take chargs
of Hackney Theologlea]l Callege. This Is
& trainlng school for Congregational min-
isters. He s decldedly advanced In his
theclogical vlaws, and from the fact that
put of many possibilitles and from
amongst. many elamorous applicants this
thoughtful, progressive and modestly
courageous man is the one upon whom
the lot of promotion has fallen, it would
seem as though in the Congregational
clrcles of England advanced theologleal
viewe were !n favor.

Higher Criticism.

The higher criticlsm was one of the
first subjects he was drawn out upon,
His responss wawr brief bat explicit, and
to one who knows po well as your corre-
spondent does how many ministers and
teachers are treating thls subject lightly
his words had In them a tone of rebuke.
“We were never so much afrald of It
here,”” he sald, "ag religious teachers In
America seem to have been. Personally
1 am sympathetle teward the higher erit-
“lelam in the maln, though I realize that
az It It geiting now Into the region of
the New Testament It f= a more serious
matter, Still. T am by no means afraid
of 1t, and I wish the churches were not.

Churches everywhere are sullering from

‘a0 well

It was looked upon then as Joseph €ham-
beriain's war. I wondered If that opinlon
of 1t had been revised, Dr. Forayth as-
sured me that, so far ns he could juldge,
it bad not: certainly not amongst Cone
gregationallste. Ho admitted, however,
thiet there had been a change in the at-
titude of the' Congregatlonal pulplit on
the aubjact. He himself had not referred
to it in his sermon for a long time. He
had not felt that he could with prudence;
It had become now, he gald, too much of
a dividing wedge In the churches. Ia
moral aspects had been obscured by
politles and by n spurlons patriotlsm.
One could hardly now say anything
ugalnst either the war itself or Ita meth-
ods without belng clagsed as g trattor to
his country.

With & minister before ma who was
Just completing a_seven years' pastorats
In & university “town, himself, too, =
university man, I ecould not help asking
whit he thought of university life today
4s pegards morals and falth, In compart-
gon with the standards of M years ago.
The moral standard he puts much higher,
The number of students who dissipate
and the number who take the course only
because In certnin grades of Englsh life
it Is the custom to do eo0, nre both very
greatly reluced. There are nothing lHke
the disgraceful escapades there used to
be, Summing up the moral Improvements
in & characteristic egntsnce, he sald,
“Bettor things are now the better\form."
But as to falth, In the old meaning of
that term, he could not ses that thers
had been any !mprovement. “At Cam-
bridge thers are many who are prepar-
ing for the minfstry. Putting those aside,
as one must in judging university llfe by
any religlous test, I should say,’” sald
this careful obgerver, *‘that ths boys In
our universitles simply refiect thes candi-
tlons outside. They are no worse and
no better than the goclety out of which
they come. In some WAYS W are not
oft religlocusly a= ws wara a
generation ago, Flutocracy has hold of
use—just as It has |is grip upon the
United States, and there Is a correspond-
ing dullness In religlous ife.”

This rellgtous dullness s evidently hav-
ing its effect upon those who in other

conditions wounld be candldates for the|

Christian ministry. For a long time dig-
nitaries of the Church of England have
been deploring the faet that voung men
were notl coming forward for holy orders
in apything llke the number in which they
formerly came. The Blshop of London
accounts for this largely by the fact that
church Hvings are so much poorer than
they weore, owing to the universal decline
of agriculture and the consequent depre-
clatlion of land in this country. With
these facts In mind It swas only natural I
shounld ask Dr. Forsyth how It was |n pon-
Conformiat circles, especlally in his own
denomination. There was, he sald. a
simllar decrsase In the number of men
looking to the ministry as thelrlfe call-
Ing. He admitted, too, that snlaries were
digtressingly small, and that In many
country places chapels which formerly
supported n pas{or could no longer do
it, and so were either abandoned or were
trying to exist on cheap supplies. But

men."*

Should any infer
repeated references to “the prevalling re-
Ugious dullnesa'
they would be gremtiy mistaken.
who despalrs of the religious future would
leave an influential church, when he was
still In the prime of life,
guldance of budding
an optimist these days 1o be & tencher of
thealogy 1
others, and that 15 decidedly the
man who hereafter will have ch
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