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Last Sunday the galle of the fishing flest
agaln began to dot the broad mouth of ihe
Columbla, und from now until August 12
one of the prettiest spectacles on the
lower reaches of the great river will be
the trim little boats, each with its fat
spritsall, its two or three men and lt»
canvas-covered nels, siashing the waler,
on its way to or from the fishing grounds.
Although the Spring run of salmon has
begun, the flsh that are coming now
form only the advance guard—the oul-
posts of the army that will follow by and

. by, and if the season Is anything like a
successful one, the number of boats en-
gaged in fishing will double, treble and
guadruple, ns each fortnight goes by, The
fsherman who succeeds this semron In
making a good catch will be on the royal
road to fortune, for salmon that, in early
days, brought 15 to 3 cents a fish, now
bring 5 and 6 cents a pound, and it takes
only a -pound salmon o put his caplor
$1 ahend of the game.

Most of the fishermen who are engaged

in drifting for =almon work- for them-
selves. They are supplied by the cannerles
with the gear that they require and pay
for it out of the fish they bring In. The
genr once pald for, the profits are thelr
own.
« They are a pecullar and a distinetly in.
dividunal race, theee fishermen, Thelr mode
o-f e Is one which inures them 10
hard work, gives them & contempt for
hardship and peril and a rough exterior
which only thelr fellows or their chums
on shore can penetrate. From the time
the =eason begins, thelr home s thelr
boat, racing through the water at dusk,
drifting for figh far into the night and
resting quietly at anchor in the morning
hours, with the sall drawn snugly over
the sprit at the stera to form a perfect
shelter tent.

Iave Clubbed Together.

This season a number of them have
clubbed together at Astoria and rented a
scow where their meals are cooked. They
are a jolly, sociable lot among them-
selvea, spending thelr money lke sallors
at the end of the season, quick to resent
an injury and always ready to unite when
thelr interests closh with those of the
puchers. As a rule, however, they are
penceable and, only once or twice, has
trouble threatened, as a result of & dit-
ference between the men who catch the
fish and the men who pack them.

Few more beautiful scenes nre presented
than the outward voyage of the little flaet,
as It leaves Astoria for the fishing
Erounds. on a clear Bpring or Summer
cvening. Along toward half-past four, a
.boat or two leaves the wharf, holsting
thelr sulls as they swing out inta the
stream, and when the fresh ocean breeza
catches them, sending thelr sprits home
and boundling forward like frightened
deer. Boon another and another are In
the strenm and. In half an hour, they
are flocking from the water front like
gulls, racing with each other as they go,
til] the whole bay is specked with them as
far as the eye can see. The evening glow
lighta the Western horizon with a deep
red, against which the brown sails stand
out In sharp outline, and as the shadows
begin to fall, 1the craft grow smailer and
emaller till darkness shuts in, when only
the swish of water under the bows of a
few belated ones is heard to tell that the
fleet Is voyaging for the bar,

Nearly all night they drift slowly and
lelstwely, and the passengers on pas=ing
stoamers, should any be bound out then,
sce the twinkling of their lanterns like
a thousand fireflles on the water. In the
morning the fleet comes back, perhaps
many of the boats laden with a fine catch
and others empty, but every ‘fisherman
puffing his pipe philosophically and put-
ting his boat through its best paces In the
race home again.

HRoats In Use.

The boats used by the Columbla River
fishermen are, lke the fishing eraft of
every country, the result of an evolution
which Ims gradually fitted them exncily
for the gervice In which they are engaged,
They are all of the same general plan,
sharp at both ends, hollow-bowed, bullt
to ride waves like seagulls, and to In-
erease in buoyancy as their cargo welghs
them down Into the water. They carty a
epritsall which can be shortened merely
-by unshipping the sprit and taken in en-
tirely at & moment's notlce. This is
necessary, for the winds that blow at the
mouth of the Columbia are subject to vio-
lent increases on short motice, and the
fisherman must be able to get his craft
under bare poles In the nlck of time or
capsize and struggle in a water-logged
boat until help arrives.

A® long as the weather Is pleasant the
life of the salmon-sceker ig tolerably en-
Joyable, as such lives go. He Is in the
open wir; he never knows what [l-health
means, and the constant excitement of his
quest and friendly rivalry of dally races
with other fishermen keep up his Interest
in things. But when drizzsling rains pour
down, week In and week out; when a driv-
ing gale sets In from the ocean and the
swell grows heavier and heavier, tll the
littie boat 1s tossed about like an egg=hell,
It iIs by no means an easy nor a safe pur-
sult, More than once a boat has been
found drifting out to sea, bottom side up
and with no one to tell how the accident
happened, and many are the fishermen
wno have spent the night on an over-
turned boat, exhausted by endeavors to
right it and shouts for assistance, and al-

most lifeless when help has finally come,

But men must work and woman must
weep, which ls as true . today as when
the rhyme of the three fishers was writ-
ten, and the men who gv down to the
sen In boats from Astorin take thelr
chances and are as content as any other
cinss of wage earmers,

Importance of Industry.

8o much has been printed of the Impor-
tance of the salmon indusiry; Ita pessihl
decline because of the threatened extir-
mination of the fish, and of the legislation
to protect the salmon, that It eanno: be
dealt with here. It may be remarked, In
passing, however, that last year
the Columbian River sulmon pack
was 0000 cases. valued at  FLEO,
W, and that pearly 30,000 men are
employed In the various branches of the
work. The present law which, while not
considered wholly satisfactory, is the best
that has yet been on the statute books,
was passcd largely through the efforis of
the late Hollister D. MeGulre, who did
more for the industry” than any one elee.

Mr. McGulre was State Fish and Game
Protector for slx years, and he gave him-
sclf up to the study of artificial propaga-
tion, the enforcement of the lawe, in sca-
son and out of season, and the fostering
of the Industry In all its branches, with an
enthusinem and an energy that accom-
plehed wonders. He was eecking the
tlte of a salmon hatchery on the Umpqua
River when the boat in which he was
rowing was owverturned, and he was
drowned. Mr., McGuire's work has been
taken up and energetically prosecuted by
his successor, F. C. Reed, and both pack-
er» and fishermen are pleasad with what
s being done for the perpetuation of the
salmon,

Passongors on the Astoria boats, on
awakening In the morning, find thelr at-
tention drawn to teams of horees, wading
apparently in mid river, and attached to
some Invisible burden. To the uninitiated
this spectacle causes no small amount of
wonder, and the rall of a steamer Is us-
ually lined with theorizing passengers un-
tl an obliging officer explains that these
are seining grounds—shallow tracts of wa-
ter where large seines are taken out into
the river in boats and their tow lnes
hitched to horses, which them pull them
ashore, with, not infrequently. a blg haul
of bright, slivery "chinooks.” The seln-
ing-grounds worked or leased by their
owners are among the most profitable and
cary means of fishing, none of the dan-
gera of the men who fish out toward the
sea being risked by the selner

Trap Fishing.

Nestling under the rocky point that marj.
ners look for when they want to locate the
mouth of the Columbla i= Bakerw Bay,
and Baker's Bay, a8 all who have jour-
neyed to the popular Summer resorts along
North Beach, Wash., know, bristles with
plies, like quills upon the fretful pareu.
pine. There are thousands of them,
stretching in every direction as far as and
farther than, they can be counted. and
obstructing, so navigators allege, the chan.
nel, by forming innumerable bars on the
bottom of the river. These piles are the
skeletons or frames of fish traps, with
which Baker's Bay fairly teems,

The traps are Ingenious affalrs, being
simply long guiding neta, etretched on the
piles, and intended to deflect the salmon
from his crulse to the Epawning grounds
and steer him into a maze made of maore
nets, from which he can no morg extricats
himeelf than he can walk on a pair of
crutches. He must keep on swimming
right along, If he expects to get anywhere,
and his destination Is an open space, In
the midst of & group of plles, driven in &
circle, at the bottom of which ks a strong
net, attached to gear by which It may
be pulled clear from the waler, salmon
and all. Every morning the owners of the
Utn.lnthclrbuu.hm“p!lwnﬂ:.
and, In a good season, find them alive
with the floundering and astonished sal-
mon, who have been butting thelr heada
into the piles and nets all night, in a vain
struggle 1o escape. Sometimes o blg. pow-
erful fellow actually rends a net and es-
capes, but he usually finds himself In an-
other trap In a few minutes, and then
Eives himself up for lost.

The trape are among the heaviest feedors
of the canneries: they take an enormous
number of fish, and require but Httle gt
tentlon. They have, moreover, been a
frultful souree of troudble for many years,
for the giil-net fishermen regard them as
& menace to the salmon Indusiry, and as-
sert that If traps are allowed to remaln In
the river very many years longer, there
will then be no more salmon for them (e
gill-netters) to cateh. Several times “mis-
understandings” between the trap-owners
and the gill-petters have threatened dis-
turbances of very considerable dimensions,
and once the General Government deemed
it advisable to send a compuny of aoldiers
to Baker's Bay and keep It there two or
three weeks, pending the adjustment of a
difficulty. The traps are usually opersted
by the packers themselves,

More Trouble for Trap-Owners.

Another difficulty which the trap-owner
finds constantly bobbing up is the ten-
dency of the United States Engineers te
regard his fish-catching contrivance as an
obstruction to navigation, and a nuisance
which might properly be abated. If the
engineers say that the traps must go, go
they must, at least from all channels, or
from places where they are likely to form
bars in the channels. This edict has not
yet gone forth, and It may never be pro-

mulgated, but the eagle eves of the engl-
neers are constantly on the watch for en-
croachments, and many Is the trap which
has been pulled vp, In compliance with a
peremptlory arder, writtegon Uncle Sam's
letter paper. -

The amount of money which Is Investel
In trups in Baker's Bay ls something enor-
mous, as each trap is an expensive affaly,
requiring many feet of net, and the driv-
ing of a large number of pllea. Most of
the traps in the river are In Baker's Bay,
whose waters are within the [Imils of the
Slate of Washington, and the amount that
Is pald Into the state every ytay for
Heensea s very large. Here and there
along the Oregpon shore of the Columbia,
almost as for up as the Cascade Locks,
are 0 be found a few traps, but thelr
number is nothing like us grest as thst
of the traps on the Washington side,

The most dendly of all the foes of the
salmon, however, awn!ts him farther along
on his jJourney up the river. That Is the
fish wheeal, an ingonious contrivance which
was Inventsd en the Columbla river, and

viaich glves the szabmon who enters lis
L\

long *“lead™ absolutely no chances for his
life. Up the Columbia, from Rooster Rock
to the Cascade Locks, and again in the
vicinity of The Dalles, these wheels—
scores of them—may be seen working any
day during the fshing seagson, Sometlmes,
when the run (s large, they are pliching
salmon out of the river faster almost than
the attendants can take care of them;
again the big net scoops rise, one after
the other, dripping and empty, and con-
tinue to do #£o0 for days at o time.

Deadly Contrivance.

The wheels consist of jarge., shallow
nots, arranged about gentral axles, ke
the fans of a windmill, and dipping Into
the river lke an undershor wheel, the
current turning them slowly around, Long
“lendwnys™ are bullt out Into the river,
to deflect the fish into the channel under
the wheels, and, as they swim up siream,
they suddenly find themsslves lifted Into
the air, shot down into a trough, and
thence to the slippery deck of a scow or
platform, where a plle of their fellows
are breathing thelr last. The wheels are

as unpepular with the gllinet fiahermen ns
pre the trops, but repozied atiempls to

gholish them hoave proved wvaln: they are
g2til the largest feedera of the up-river
catnerkes,

The method of transporting the salmon

from the wheels to the cannerles, several
miles down sircam Is buth poyel and ine
genlous. The current through the Cns-
eades 13 very rapi, and does not seitle
down to a sobur, steady galt untll some
miles below the last cannery suppiled by
the wheels, which are placed all the way
up to the Caseades. At a osrtaln hour
every day the =almon ecanght by the
wheols are strung together and made faat
to empty barrels, which are palnted some
bright color. mo ae to attract attentlon,
and turned adrift in the stream, which
ts soon hurrying them down the river at
soveral mliles an hour.

Tenders from the canneries—little sienm
Inunches—are on the lookout for the buar-
rels when they come dJdown, and scon
overhaul them. take them on board, and
sot them ashore, The barrels of the sev-
eral canneries are painted Adifferont col-
ors. so that there s no danger of get-
ting the fish mixed up In the shutffe, Fish
from the wheeais beiow the cunneries are
taken charge of by the launches, which
steam with them up stream and make
the round of the wheels daliy for collec-
tion.

In every little Inlet along both the up-
per and lower river may be seen the
gcows of the glllnetters, who fish every-
where, and. not infreguently, out of seu-
son. Most of them sell their product to
the canneries, although sgome fow fish
only for the market. 80 thickly are gill-
nets spread in the river during some sea-
gons that steamboats are constantly run-
ning them down and destroying them, If
the nets aro in the channel, the fAsher-
men have nothing to say; if they are out
of It, the destruction usually results In a
suit agninst the steamboat cimpany.

Kiang of Salmon.

The Spring Chinook sslmon, which
comes omnly into the Columbia River, is
rdmitied to be the finest fish of his kind
that swims in Pacific watsrs. Although
his average welght Is between 10 and X

ds, the Cht k sometimes run as

» "

high as 6 pounds, and the man who gets

one of these fellows !n his net usually
knows that he has caught something be-
fore he gets him out. He Is worth the
trouble It takes to get him, however, for
at 6§ cents a pound he is worth 32 60 at
the canneries, and will bring a great deal
more than that in the Portland market,
where big fish are highly prized.

The Spring run of fish is the mainstay
of the cannerfes, although the run of
“sliversides,” which comes In the fall, gi-

ways goes to help out the pack. ]
“steelhead.” the finest fish of all
freezing and smoking., runs in the 4

ter, and a sprinkling of them comes wi
the run of Chinooks. These are the
that rise to a spoon at Oregon City, and
for which Rudyard Kipling angled at the
Clackamas hatchery., The “bluebacks,”
a small but deliclous fish, come with the
last of the Chinooks. They are not of
sufficlent size to be of much commercial
importance, but they are o fine fish for
the table,

The business of packing =almon has
lately been undertnken by a trust. which
hn=s absorbed a number of the biggest
canneries along the river and has entered
the business with & determination to do
it all. Its success, however, has not been
marked. The opposition of the packers
who did not gell their plants to it has
been determined: the run of salmon has
been small, and, of late, *“‘cold-storage™
men are paying s0 much for fish that ft
Is hardly worth while to buy them for
eanning at all, There is always a fine
market for Columbia River salmon In Eo-
rope, nnd recent improvements In freezing
machinery made it possible to transport
them and sell them In the European
market as fresh and sweet as they can
be sold in Portland. Such is the demand
for fich for freezing that the price has
been cllmbing steadily for the laxt few
years, till it 8 now almost bevond the
reach of the packers, although they are
still in business.

Searcity of Chinese.

Another trouble which is harassing the
packers iz the scarcity of Chinese help,
which is consldered the moat useful in
packing salmon. The enforcement of the
immigratlon !aw has execluded many Chi-
nese, who would naturally take the places
of those who return to China, and many
of the old gangs, which, vear after year,
worked In the same cannerfes, have been
seattored, some of them going back to
China, others seeking the Celestial pam-
diee, and still others growing too old and
Infirm to work.

In the early days of the settlement of
the country anlong the banks of the Co-
lumbln and its tributaries, salmon, in the
Snring season, were aciually so thick at
the hend witers of the streams, as almost
1o justify the statement that o man could

cross the water upon thelr backs and hard.
Iy wet his feet. Bo great was the rush to
get up stream, that in shallow places many
f'sh In the great schools were forced cleag
out of the waler by thelr fellows ard dled
ulong the banks, But, year alter year, the

fisherman has been reaping where he nove
nd pradually the run of fish

er sowed

baa decreased, till It has threatened to
conse altogether, This has been Irb'\‘t‘rlt!ﬂ
by the Innuguration of methods of artl-

ficlal pvpegatlon, which It |s now ndmite
ted hos greatly increased the runs of late
yeurs

Artifielal fish culture i= only In its e
fancy in Oregon, and yet {ts benefits o@
niready beginning to be felt In the waleng
of the Columia. Thers sre now thres
hatcheries on the tributaries of the rives,
two on the Clackamas and one on the
White Salmon, and others are in course of
construction. Milllons of fry have besn
turned Into the wuter from these hatole
eries every year, and by carefully marike
ing the fish, It has been established beyond
a rearonable doubt that the salmon thue
started on their career have returned to
the river again and are returning, In ine
creesing numbers, year by year. The ad=
vantizes of taking the spawn from thg
salmon, hatebing it where it will be froe
from interference by née NUMOrous €8s
mles of the fry that swim and crawl In
the rivers, and In keeping the young fiah
protected tlil they are old enough, In g
mensure, (o Jook out for themselves, are
obvious.

Twelve MilHHon Eggs.

Nearly 1200000 eggs were taken fromm
Chinook salmon In 1888, and a much larged
number las: ‘year. The percentage of £ry
hatched out and llberated ls very large,
and every year the “runs'’ show the efs
fect of the work of the hatcheries.

What becomes of the young fish aftss
they leave the river s something no ong
knows. Whether they voyage around the
world, or spend their time coasting along
the shores, It 15 Impossible for any human
betng to say. but certain it !s that they res
turnn in a few years to the siream from
which they came, to spawn and die. For,
after they have swam hundreds, perhapd
thousands, of miles inland, batiled with
rapids, leaped falls, evaded the thousand
lures that are spread for them along tholy
way and deposited thelr egem they pasl)
Into a swift decline. Thelr snouts contoe§
into long, hooked beaks; thelr fat, round
sides shrink, and thelr once strong fing
wng feebly and lstlessly. They have fuls
filled thelr mission In iife, and all that I8
left to them is to die, which they do, to the
number of thousanda,




