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board two weeks ago to pool cars, op-

erate roads somewhat 'as a unit by
loaning facilities of one to another,
were recognized by Commissioner lie-Cho- rd

in. his supplementary report as
valuable, but he maintained they were
only half-wa- y measures. He said the
railroads now are taking orders fromtoo many Government agencies the In-
terstate Commerce Commission, thewar industries board's priority director
and the War and Kavy Departments,
the Shipping Board and the fuel and
food administrations. As a result of
the conflict of orders and priority, he
said, "railroad operation is approachng
a chaotic condition."

Central Authority deeded.
If President Wilson does not elect

to take over and operate the railroads,
Commissioner McChord declared, the
next best plan would be to enact legis-
lation to centralize Federal authority
over railroads to a single agency.

The commission's report, the firstspecial report in years, came as a sur-
prise to Congress, but there was an
immediate response in both the Senate
and House. Senator Newlands, chair-
man of the special congressional rail
road investigation commission and of
the Senate interstate commerce com-
mittee, arranged a conference with
President Wilson for next Monday to
receive executive recommendations.
Decisive action by the Government im-
mediately is necessary. Senator New-lan- ds

said, to insure efficient operation
of the railroads and provide a suffi-
cient capital.

Chairman Adamson, of the House in-
terstate commerce committe, ex
pressed opposition to the suggestion of
repealing the anti-pooli- provision of
the Sherman act, and advocated loan
ing money only to weak roads. Repre-
sentative Sims, who will succeed Repre-
sentative Adamson as chairman of the
committee, advocated Government
operation. Representative Gillett, act
ing Republican leader, said he favored
almost any plan short of Government
control.

A big Government loan to railroads
has been discussed among officials for
some time.

President Han Authority.
Authority to operate railroads was

given the President in the following
section of the military appropriation
act last year:

"The President in time of war, is
empowered through the Secretary of
War, to take possession and assume
control of any system or systems of
transportation or any part thereof, and
to utilize the same, to the exclusion
as far as may .be necessary, of all
other traffic thereon for the transfer
or transportation of troops, war ma
terial and equipment or for such other
purposes connected with the emergency
as may be needful or desirable.

The report of the commission to Con
gress follows:

To the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives: t

"The act to regulate commerce re
quires the Commission to transmit to
the Congress such recommendations as
to additional legislation relating to
regulation of commerce as the Coi
mission may deem necessary. Under
this mandate the Commission submits
the following special report, supple
menting its annual report, with refer
ence to transportation conditions as af-
fecting and effected by the war in
which the United States is now en
gaged:

Competition la Considered.
"The railroads of the country came

Into being under the stimulus of com
petition. From the outset their oper
ation and development have been re
BDonslve to a competition which hasgrown with the growth of population
and Industry.

"This competitive Influence has been
jealously guarded and fostered by state
laws and constitutions, as well as Dy
the Federal law. The keenness of
rivalry naturally drew to the front
those who were quick to seize and
resolute to retain every available point
of vantage for their respective roads.
Terminals, If confined to exclusive use,
were not only of strategic importance
but profit-yieldi- assets. Out of com-
petition grow rate wars, pooling, mer-
gers and consolidation into systems,
as well as the rebating and other
preferential treatment of shippers
which the act to regulate commerce
was primarily framed to prevent.

"In that act the Congress, accept-
ing the competitive principle as salu-
tary, has thrown about
against compacts of pooling or divisions
of earnings of different and competing
roads, and while the original act is
but the nucleus of the act. we now ad- -
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EDITH E. EBBETS AN D M.DEL1E REECE.
Of the host of patriotic persons who are making Hero Land a record-break- er

in bazaars, these two young ladies who are holding forth at the
Persian Gardens are making the gr eat bazaar a place of more interest and
beauty.

The great number of remarkable features at Hero Land make it almost
impossible to see all. From the glittering spectacle of the great ballroom to
the rumbling, groaning evolutions of the-Britis- tank, the trenches and other
warlike and peaceful spectacles, the th ousands of visitors who daily appear
at Hero Land are completely dazzled.

Many prominent persons are lending a willing hand to assure the great
bazaar of an astounding success, and this seems already won.

minister that prohibition has re-
mained unchanged.

"But. like the original act, succes
sive amendments were alike framed in
times of peace and for times of. peace.
They looked to protection of the ship-
per apd the public against unjust or
unfair treatment by the carrier, and
not to protection of the Nation and its
commerce in time of war by utilization
of all the forces and resources of its
transportation systems to their fullest
extent.

"Since the outbreak of the war in
Europe and especially since this coun-
try was drawn into that war, it has be-
come increasingly clear that unifica-
tion in the operation of our railroads
during the period of conflict is indis-
pensable to their fullest utilization for
the National defense and welfare. They
must be drawn, like the individual,
from the pursuits of peace and mobil-
ized to win the war. This unification
can be effected in one of two ways,
and we see but two:

Two Plans Suggested.
"The first is operation as a unit by

the carriers themselves. In tho ef
fort along this line Initiated early in
this year they are restricted by state
and Federal law, and the idea is the
antithesis which heretofore has con-
trolled their activities. Their past op-

erations have .been competitive, al-
though since the Hepburn act, and es-
pecially since the Mann-Klki- act, the
prescription by the Commission of rea
sonable maximum rates and charges
for rail carriers subject to the act, and
the exercise of its power to require
abatement of unjust discrimination
or undue prejudice, have in great de-
gree restricted that competition to the
field of service. But whether or not
perpetuation- - of the competitive system
s desirable under a system of Gov

ernment regulation, it is apparent that
operation of our railroads as a unit
involves the surrender by each of ex
clusive use of terminal facilities, the
surrender at times of profitable traffic
to other carriers, and acceptance of
less profitable traffic, with resultant
loss of revenue wherever greater free
dom from congestion would dictate
that course if the carriers were in fact
but one.

Alternative War Measure.
'The alternative is operation as

unit by the President during the period
of the war as a war measure under
the war powers vested in him by the
Constitution and those which have been
or will be conferred by Congress.

As bearing upon the' alternatives
thus stated, it will be recalled that
since the beginning of ' the war In
1914 the. traffic offered to and moved
by the railroads has increased enor
mously. Prior thereto there had been
occasional periods of car shortage,
usually restricted in territory, but it
may be said that from 1907 down to
1916 the number of cars in the country
exceeded the demand.

The suoject is treated in our an
nual report.

"The sudden, unforeseen and unpre
cedented demand for transportation oc
casioned by the war placed a strain
upon the facilities and equipment of
the railroads which they were not and
are not prepared to meet. There was
created a need for immediate and ex-
tensive additions to existing facilities
and equipment. This need is coincident
with demands upon capital as well as
upon labor, manufacturers and naturalresources, such as we have never
known. Important additions and bet-
terments will require new capital.

"In our opinion, the sitution does
not permit of temporizing. All energies
must be devoted to bringing the war
to a successful conclusion and to that
end it is necessary that our transporta-
tion systems be placed and kept on
the plane of highest efficiency. This
can only be secured through unifica-
tion of their operation during the
period of the war. if the unifica-
tion is to be effected by the carriers
they should be enabled to effect it in
a lawful way.

"To that end. in our the
operation of the anti-tru- st laws, except
in respect of or mergers
of parallel and lines, as ap
plied to rail and water carriers sub

g?l "

judgment,

consolidations
competing

ject to the act to regulate commerce,
and of the anti-pooli- provision of

section 5 of that act, should be bus
pended during the period of the wa
and until further action by the Con
gress.

"In addition, they should be provided
from the Government Treasury with
financial assistance in tho form of
loans or advances for capital purposes
in such amounts, in such consideration
and under such supervision of expend!
tures as may be determined "by ap
propriate authority.

Suitable Guarantees Xeeded.
As a .necessary concomitant, the

regulation of security Issues of common
carriers engaged in interstate com
merce should be vested in some appro
priate body, as has been recommended
in our annual reports.

"If the other alternative be adopted
and the President operated the rail
roads as a unit during the period o
the war, there should be. In our opinion
suitable guaranty to each carrier o
an adequate annual return for use of
the property as well as of its upkeep
and maintenance curing, operation,
with provision for fair terms on which
improvements find betterments made
by the President during trie, period of
his operation could be paid for by the
carrier upon return to it of the prop
erty after expiration of that period."

Commissioner McChord agreed in
general with the commission's majority
report, but said:

"Our experience with railroad com
mittees during the past year makes
me believe that no voluntary com
mittee can accomplish what the situa
tion demands.

Government Operation Urged.
Commissioner McChord insisted that

Government management during the
war was the best force and that the
next best plan would be to unify the
various Government Institutions now
presuming to dictate to the railroads.

'"I concur in the view that the
does not permit of temporizing. I

am convinced that the strong arm of
governmental authority is essential if
the transportation situation is to be
radically improved. That authority
must be unified to make possible action
that is both vigorous and consistent.
If the President elects to exercise thepower given him under the act ap
proved August z9, 1316, to take pos
session and assume control of the
transportation systems, I believe that
vastly improved transportation condi
tions can be promptly secured."

"HENRY C. HALL. Chairman."
McChord Gives Views.

Commissioner McChord agreed in
general with the commission's majority
report, but said:

"The special report of the major!t
of the commission leaves unsaid some
things which should be plainly stated.
If prompt and sure relief Is to be
brought to the present transportation
situation. That the lack of adequate
railroad service, particularly In East
ern territory, is serious at the present
time and is a cause of grave concern
for the coming Winter months needs
no demonstration. That the industries
of the country engaged In making war
materials as well as those not so oc-
cupied require the very best service
which can be given by the railroads is
also clear.

"I fully concur in the majority re
port that i it is necessary that our
transportation systems be placed and
kept on the plane of highest efficiency,
and also that 'this can only be secured
through unification of their operation
during the period of the war,'
but the majority report takes the posi-
tion, at least by implication, that this
unification may be 'effected by the
carriers themsel". es.' With that judg-
ment I wholly disagree.'.'

Commissioner McChord here summar-
izes the efforts of the railroads to meet
the burdens of war conditions through
the appointment of successive central
committees, the fifth and last of which
is the War Board or executive "commit-
tee of the special committee on Na-
tional defense of the American Rail-
way Association. The first two of
these committees, he says, were given
no real authority and only as late as
November 24 did the present War
Board begin taking such an essentialstep as the pooling of cars and
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'WITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN
FRANCE, Dec. 4. (By the Associated
Press.) Among the many episodes re-

lated in connection' with the Cambral
fighting was that involving 50 Amer
ican and Canadian engineers, together
with some British fighting troops.
These men were cut off in the Ger-
man turning movement near Gouzeau-cou- rt

and were taken prisoner. The
German escort of 20 soldiers or more
started with them along the road lead
ing from Gouzeaucourt to Cambral. As
they were proceeding disconsolately
toward the zone of the German prison
cages they came upon a small body
of British troops who had also been
cut off from their comrades and were
wandering about.

The British Tommies immediately
charged towards them. The Germans
tried to drive their captors off toward
La Vacquerie, but the prisoners hurled
themselves upon their guards and
struggled barehanded until the Tom
mies arrived and disposed of the Ger-
mans. The engineers and their com-
rades took the German rifles and
worked their way back with their res
cuers until they were able to reach a
point where they could Join their Brit
ish line.

A party of Americans and Canadians
also had an exciting time in a motor
lorry, which, coming unexpectedly upon
six Germans holding the cross roads
with machine guns, charged at full
speed, tanklike, bowling over the sur
prised enemy and escaping down the
road before the Germans recovered
from their shock and fright.

The engineers were not the only
army men from the United States who
did their bit during the most intensepart of the German counter-attac- k at
Cambral. Not less than 10 AmericanArmy medical officers were working
In the British casualty station alone-
Gouzeaucourt front. In fact, they hadbeen laboring there since GeneralByng began his great offensive.

DETECTIVE ON STAND

W. Jf. BinS CALLED BV DEFENSE
IX GASTOX MEANS TRIAL.

Evidence to Defendant's Loyalty to
United States Although Acting as

German Agent Ruled Out.

CONCORD. N. C, Dec. 5. Counselfpr Gaston, B. Means, charged with themurder of Mrs. Maude A. King, inter-rupted presentation of the defense to-
day In an effort to offer through W. J.
Burna. a New York, detective, evidencedesigned to show that Means, althoughacting, before the United States went
to war, as an agent of the Germangovernment, not only was loyal to the
United States Government, but had sup-
plied It with valuable Information.Presiding Judge Cline would not per-
mit the Jury to hear Bums' testimony
on the ground that it was not pertinent,
since the fact had not been, establishedat the trial that Means was a Germanagent. It may be admitted after Means
takes the stand in his own defense.

Afton Means, brother of the defend-
ant, told of the trip to BlackwelderSpring, where Mrs. King was sh.ot. and
said she was instrumental in getting
up the party. He said she had used
the revolver on previoustarget shootimg trips and was enthusi
astic over her marksmanship.

The party, the witness said, which in
cluded himself. Captain W. S. Bing
ham. Mrs. King and Gaston Means, de
cided to go to the spring because rab
bits were more plentiful there. Whenthey got out of the machine. Captain
Bingham and the witness went up the
road and Mrs. King and Gaston Means
went to the spring.

The two men. witness- - testified, heard
a shot soon afterwards and: then heard
Gaston calling. They ran to the spring
to flndi Mrs. King shot. He then de
scribed the taking of her body home
ana otner events that night.

AUTO COLLISION RECALLED

Men Involved in Accident Seek
Recover Damages.

ALBANY, Or., Dec. 5. (Special.)
E. XV. Morse, of Portland, and H. L.
.vrcr aaaen. ot narrisDurg. wno had an
automobile collision on the road be
tween Harrisburg and Junction City
last July, are now trying to recover
damages from the other in the Circuit
Court here.

Mr. Morse sued McFadden recently
claiming the accident was the latter's
fault and asking for 1222.79 damages
Mr. McFadden yesterday filed his an
swer. asserting that the collision wa
due to Morse "hogging" the road with
a big car. He asks the court to award
him $101.26 to reimburse him for the
expense caused by the collision.

Powder Plant Explosion Kills 8.
PITTSBURG. Pa., Dec. 5. Eight men

were killed, two are missing and more
than 25 were injured, many of them se
rlously, late today by an explosion
that wrecked the trinitrotoluol plan
of the Aetna Chemical Company- -

Heidelberg, a suburb. The explosion
did damage estimated at $250,000 to
the plant and shattered windows in
factories and homes for a radius
nearly two miles. The cause of th
explosion has not been determined.

Albany Woman Chief Clerk.
ALBANY. Or., Dec. 5. (Special.)

Miss Hazel Earl, for the past year
clerk in the dffice of the County School
Superintendent, has been appointed
a Deputy County Clerk of Linn County,
she rills a vacancy caused by the recen
resignation of Charles C. Curry as chie
deputy. Mies Minnie K. Merrill, wh
has been a deputy for several years,
has been advanced to chief deputy.

Dr. K. G. franklin d.

ALBANY, Or., Dec. 5. (Special.)
When Dr. r. G. Franklin, of Alban
College, was chosen secretary of th
Association of Faculty Members of th
Independent Colleges of Oregon at the
recent annual convention at Salem
was the seventh time he has bee
elected to this position. He is dean of
Albany College.

Clatsop Boys Answer Call.
ASTORIA. Or., Dec. 5. (Special.)

About 85 young men will leave here
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omorrow for Camp Lewis, Vancouver
Barracks or Mare Island to enter va- -

lous departments of the Army and
Navy. Arrangements are being made
by a committee from the City Council

give the boys rousing farewell.
There will be street parade, short

peeches and each man will be present
ed with gift.

Oregon City Oives Liberally.
OREGON' CITY. . Or., ;Dec 6. (Spe

i

a
a

a

cial.) Clackamas County's war camp
recreation fund got off to a running
start yesterday unaer the leadership
of Rev. C. H. L. Chandler, Raymond
Caufleld and Walter A. Dlralck. when
hat committee obtained 200 toward

an allotted quota of $425. It is planned
o raise ,the quota for the entire county
n Oregon City, and from present indi

cations this will be accomplished.

Phone Workers lieturn. .

CENTRALIA. Wash.. Dec. 5. (Spe
cial.) Following orders from, the
Olympia union, of which they are
members.- - Centralla's striking .tele-
phone operators applied for. work yes
terday.. Two were given permanent
places on the switchboard. The others
will be taken back as rapidly as pos
sible. The striking electricians re
turned to work this morning. The
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guards that the company has em-
ployed to protect the local exchange
since the strike was were

State Increases.
CENTRA LI A. Dec. 6. (Spe-

cial.) Last at the weekly drill of
Company G, Third W. S. G..
Rev. K. E. Dorris, Hugh Cox. M. W'.
Daubney and E. K. Harkness were
made corporals, the additional cor-
porals being made by the In-

creased enlistment of the company,
which now numbers 115. The com-
pany, was by Major

D. of MontcsnTio.

are Intended
especially for stomach troubles, bil-
iousness and and have
met with much success in the treat
ment of those People who
have suffered for years with
trouble and have been to obtain
any permanent relief have been com
pletely cured by the use of these tab
lets. Tablets are also of
great value f6r biliousness.

may be cured
by Tablets and
observing the plain printed directions
with each bottle. Adv.
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Lydia E. Pinkham's. Vegetable Compound.
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