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“Tom Sawyer” and “Hucklsberry
Finn” The humor of thoss books is,
like Shakespeare’s, drawn from the
deep characteristics of human nature.
We laugh at thelr descriptions and in-
cidents because we know perfectiy
well that they reveal our own weak-
nesses and more or less lovable
whimsies, as wall as the sound human-
ity of the soul

REPEESENTATIVE JOHNSOXN.

Albert Johnsop, Representative in
Congress for the Southwestern Wash-
ington district, is & candidate for re-
election and his name will go before
the Republican primary next Tuesday.
There are one or two other candidates,
but The Oregonizn undérstands that
the opposition to Congressman John-
son is not formidable. It ought not
to be. ’

Representative Johnson is an glert
and vigorous member of Congress. It
happens that his early tralping &s a
journalist was largely in Washington
City, so that he knew the ropes thor-
oughly when he was first electad. Ha
has remalned assiduously on tha job
throughout the present session, as at
other fons, and the Interests of his

ON TO BEELIN.

Except for occasional detzohed an-
nouncements from Foreign Offices, we
are not permitted to have a very close
and dstailed view of the firing line in
Eastarn Germany and Northern and
Eastarn Austria. In & general way we
know that the firing line is nearly
twice the length of the vast zone of
operations on the French border and
that the heaviest fighting has been
developed about the strategic points
of this frontier stretch. We know,
too, that the tide of battls ebbs and
flows, and that, so far as announced,
thers has been no declsive outcome.
The Russians appear to heve the ad-
vantage on their extreme left in front
of the Austrian stronghold of Lem-
berg, whila the Germans have secured
the advantage in thelr defensive op-
erations in the extrems north of Ger-
many, as well as in front of the Vis-
tula,

The most significant information is
that the Austrians are being beaten
back, for this must be Russia's first
task. It is altogether to be expectad
that Russis has massed her heaviest
forces on her left sgainst Austria for
very important strateglc reasons. She
must drive back the Austrian line be-
fore she can establizsh a safe co-ordl-
nating advance deep into Germany.
Look at the map and the situation
will pressant {tself instantly.

German territory projects inte Rus-
sla =0 &8 to leave Austria at the south
and the Baltlc on the north, Neces-
sarily, In advancing through this strip
Russia must use heavy forces to pro-
tect her lines of communication and
her flunks on both sides. Clearly her
advancing army offers a greater ex-
posurs on its flanks than the entire
length of the fromt. In fact, should
the advance on Berlin be conducted
fmmedlately the Russlans would be
compelled to present a front on the
Baltle, another on Austrin to the
south and another facing westward
into Germany. Strategically, such &
position would be dangerous If not
untennble.

The cutting off and capturing of
70,000 Russlans In the northern cam-
puign lays emphasls on this phase of
the situation. While detalls are lack-
Ing, it is known that the Russians
were corraled st Altenstein, which is
{nn the heart of a distriot dotted .by
swamps and lakes and much easier to
get Into than to retreat from after
defoat,

The capture calls attentlon to an-
other Russian defect—that of leader-
ship. While the Russlan common sol-
dier has no superior In spirit and
stubborn courage, his officers are not
always of the highest proficlence.
Political appointments are frequent,
&ven to high commands, and it Is pos-
gible to galn & minor commisaion In
the Russian army without examina-
tion. Incompetent leaders, where they
exist, are Jlkely to prove more danger-
ous to thelr troops than the enemy by
playing the enemy’'s gume, sending
thelr men Into untenable poaitlons and
fellowing courses of strategy that lead
only to disaster where the opposing
troops are efficlently officered. It is
qulte pozsible that the 70,000 Russian
prisoners are a toll to this system,

The cournge of the men in the
ranks, on the other hand, Is not to be
questionad. They exhibited it in the
Russo-Jupaness conflict, assimilating
fuarful losses In many actlons without
flinching. Cases are recorded where
svhole regiments were wiped out be-
cause they had orders to hold their
ground. Stolld, unimiginative, born
fighters, the Russian common soldlers
are second to none when propeérly led.

It is not charged that all Russian
officera are Incompstent by any
means, The Russinn service has many
tactieians and strutegists of wide rep-
utation, In the course of war these
men will forge to the front, inasmuch
as playing favorites is & system pecu-
linr only to the times of peacs. War
demanda merit of the leaders, and
swwhere they lack that they are soon
killed, captured or superseded. Time
and bltter reverses may be required
to develop effectlve leader:. We had
examples of that fact in our own Civil
War Nevertheleas a lberal sprin-
kling of incompetents, such as bear
gabers in the Russian army, may prove
a serious flaw in the Russian forces,

At the game time, the Russlan mili-
tary resources ore sufficlemtly great to
assimilate the most serious early mis-
takes and the dendliest losses. Russia
conld lose o million men without feel-
ing the loss keenly. That, of course,
is a greater number than she will be
called upon to lose, even allowing for
disasters of the battlefield and blun-
ders in maneuvering such as cost her
70,000 men in prisoners the other day.
S0 far Russisa may be sald to have
gone into action without fully extend-
ing herself. If the Russlan victories
reported in Austria contirus untll
Austrian resistance has been crushed
the cry of “On to Berlin” will have to
be taken more seriously by the Kalger,

MARE TWAIN'S HUTMOR.

It we may belleve soms English ob-
porvers, FProfessor Leacock among
them, American humor Iz decaying.
Indead, they go so far as to say that
it has wholly decayed, which s a great
deal worse than belng merely dead.

A New York paper, In rebutting the
1ibel, remarks that at any rate our
National character has not altered and
that we should still enjoy humeor If we
had anybody capable of writing 1t, The
paper sadly reverts to the times of
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Lowell and
Eugens Fleld, who, {t says, wrols
humorously on “broader elements”
than Mark Twaln did. It belleves that
Mark Twain's humor was Iargely

made up of “exaggeration and Incon-
'.l‘hh- is perhaps true of the funny
of “Innocents Abread” and simi-

parts
lar books, but it is pot true st all of

constitusncy, as well as the larger in-
terests of the country, have found in
him & ready and persuasive spokes-
man &nd supporter.

Mr. Johnson has a pleasing person-
ality. He 1s deservedly popular in his
district. He is serviceables In Cob-
gress. He should be kept there.

PROGRESSIVE ASSEMELYISM,

The State of New York now enjoys
the blessings of a direct primary law,
after years of boss rule under the old
convention systerh, But the politicians
and the candidates have nol yet been
abla to accommodate themselves to
the new system, though they make &
vallant attempt to show that they
like it

The other day the Republicans had
an assembly under the reassuring title
of a pre-primary, or unofficial con-
vontion, and latsr the Democrats went
through the same formality. Both
parties wisely concluded that they
wera not justified In sttempting to
nominate n tlcket (except delegates to
the proposed constitutional conven-
tion), but merely adopted thelr re-
spective platforms, pointing with
pride and viewing with alarm in the
good old fashlon.

But the Progressives met at Utlea
and proceeded to advise the primary
by nominating a full state ticket, They
sugar-coated the pill by ecalling It
“pnominating by invitation"; yet it Is in
all respects a reproductlon of the
odious assembly not unknown to fame
in Oregon.

When the Progressives hold an as-
sembly and designate candldates it is
a mesting of the elect at Armageddon
to instruct thes people; when ths Re-
publicans hold an sssembly it Is a
lawless gathering of wicked reaction-
aries.

SPENDING THE BSTATE'S MONEY.

Governor West has spent all the
money appropriated by the 1913 Leg-
Islature for malntenanca of the sxec-
utlve office, and he signalizes the ad-
vent of officinl poverty by ordering
out ths telephones and notifying all
correspondents to encloss postpge for
replies to their letters. The Governor
blames the Legislature for his sad
plight, but it seems to The Oregonian
that s Legislature which had glven
him for the Incldental expenses of his
office $8500 more than any previous
Governor ever had had been falrly
generous. ‘The appropriations for the
executive office for the past three bi-
enninl periods have been:

Appropriations for 1009,

Governor's aslary
Governor's private secretary
Clerks and stopographers
CINOT .sissnaparacesinn
Governor's travellng expe
For sxpenses In returni
romn Justice ...
Bpecial agsnis
Governor
¥or

payment of roawards for

henslon of eriminals .............. 600
Total ..ouisses Saciié 848w she v+« 30500
Appropristions for 191L
CGovernor's SEIAYY .ccescssasnsnasras $10,000
Governor's private secretary. .. 1)
Governor's clerks and stenogruphers.. 4,200
Governor's travellng expenfed........ 5990

henslon of fugitives.... 7,000

1 agents to
Jovarnor

Hewards

Total

Governor
Governor's Celne'an
private ascretary
ptenographers” ...

Governer's
Governor's
Gov ernor's
Pursuit of
Epro agnnis

Governor
Rewards

contingent eXponses......
fagitives. . ...oovuv -
to

Total ..cesssnssrpassccsinanis
Thers is never enough when a real

spender gois in the executive chalr.

PARIS AND FRANUCE.

History glves some warrant for the
common saving that “He who holds
Paria holds Fraoce.” When the allled
soverelgns took the capital in 1814 all
reslastance ceased, but at that time re-
gistance meant Nappleon, and the
great commander was a prisoner at
Elba.

Agaln, In 1815, Paris seeméd to be
the whole of France under the rule
of the foreign diplomats. When the
Germans capturad Parls In 1871 ef-
fectual resistance was ended. A small
army was raised during the slege to
relieve the capital, but it effected
nothing, The country seemed to go
with Its foremost city like the leaves
with a cabbagse.

Still, in the days of Henry IV,
France was of one mind and Parls of
a#other. The Protestant King had
made himself master of all the outly-
ing provinces, but Parls obstinately
withstood him. It was fanatically at-
tachdll to the old church. Henry was
of the newer persuasion. It was only
after four vears of slege that he took
the capital, and then only by guile.
He undorwent one of those “convel-
slons” which are so common among
monarche when there s anything to
be galned by a change of creed.

King Henry laughed 4t his own con-
version and pilainly admitted that It
was pure hypocrisy, but i was the
only way to inke the capital, and
therefore, in his view, excusable.
“Paris vaut blen une messe,” he said
with more than Voltairean cynicism.

In this war thera is no likelihood
whatever that France will fall into
meek submission the moment is
eaptured, granting that it will De cap-
tured, which is extremely doubtful
The country s in a very different sit-
uation politdeally and mentally from
the fatal paralysis of 31870. The
French people are alertly interested
in this war. They understand the rea-
sons for it and are willing to make
limitless sacrifices to bring It to a suc-
cesaful issue. Moreover, they do not
right alone, as they did in 1870. The
ecapture of Paris will nsither dissipate
the French armiss nor disarm their
aliles,

When the British, under Howe, took

Philadelphia in our own Revolution,

Be
“Philadelphiz had taken Hows rather
than Howe Philadelphia’ He meant,
obviously, that it would require a large
force to hnld the city without mey
corresponding gain. Puarls would
signify much the same to the Ger-
mans, Half a milllon troops are nec-
esgary to Invest ft. A great army
would be moved up to hold it after
cepture. In the meantime [t looks
very much as i the Kalser would
have use for all his men and guns in
other quarters.

HELPF THT BAND,

“ The Oregonian hes long been an ad-]
mirer of the Portland Police Band.
It 15 & superior amateur organization.
It Is & willing eid in any public enter-
priss or exercise which demands band
music. Its appearances in public for
the benefit of the common good have
been many and for {ts work it has
recelved no remuneration. It plays
with unusuhl spirit and In perfect
harmony,

A tour by =speclal train to all the
fmportant cities of the countiry as &
means of promoting travel via Port-
land to and from the San Franclsco
Exposition {8 now proposed. It is an
fdea promising in advertising resuolts.
Moreovar, the trip would provide a
vacation which the members of the
band would appreciate and one which
they richly deserve,

The expense of the journey is not to
be pald from public money, but Is to
be ralsad in a series of concerts. These
concerts and the whole plan have the
endorsement and encouragement of
all the commercial organizations of
the elty. The Oregonian commends
the enterprise to the attention of the
residents of Portland and urges &
patronage of the concerts that will
assure the succefs of the plan.

MUSIC AND WAR.

All soldlers value martial musie, It
Inspires weary men on tha long day's
march, keeps laggards In the ranks
and revives the strength of the weak-
Hngs. A brisk tune .enlivens the splr-
{ts of an army golng into battle In the
chill of early dawn, and it is useful in
a desperate charge to drown the
shrieks of those who have been torn
in pleces by cannon balls and barbed
wire at the front. It would never do
to let men pressing on from the rear
hedr the sounds that coma from the
front. So they ara drowned by the
gay strains of martial music, which
thus serves the same purposa in wWar-
fare as grog,

According to an old Greek story, the
Bpartans were one time at war with
thefr enemies, the Mesgeeninns, and
hard pressed, In their extremity they
sent, as all good Greeks did, to Delphl
for advice from the infallible oracle
and were directed to send to Athens
for succor. The Athenians did not
dare to refuse altogether, such was
the prestige of Delphl, but in order to
come ns near as possible to sending
nothing they dispatched & lame school-
mester to Sparta. His name was Tyr-
taeus. ©Of no use as e soldler, he
turned out to be worth many soldiers,
for by his songs he breathed new
vigor Into the Spartan troops and thus
quickly gave them the victory over
their foes.

The Russians make almost 2s much
of muale as the Gresks did for mill-
tary purposes. They are sald to have
about 100,000 men consecrated to mu-
sionl performances in thelr army. The
troops are soothed by sweet concords
as they cook thelr suppers, lulled by
low harmonies Into peaceful slumbers
and roused by terrific outbursts of
thunderous sound {nto that fury which
I8 appropriate for the fray.

The Russlan soldlers, we léarn from
Musical America, are as fond of musie
s are those Swiss whom ths sound
uf the Kuhrelhen seduces from their
standards and sends back home to
their native mountaina, The Kuhrei-
hen repeats the haunting melody of
tha cowbells on the Alpina pastures.
The Russian war music grows out of
the winds sweeping over the steppes
and bending thes golden graln In the
pradries of the Ukraine. Mingled with
these mystical themes are the cries of
the flshermen on the Volga and the
wall of the Ural miners. FPerhaps if
the soldlers were to listen Keenly they
might hear undertones from the dun-

| goone of Petrograd and the exiles of

Siberin. No doubt Russian musle re-
sumes the tragedy of Russian history.
We know that Tschalkowskl's walls
with the sorrows of Poland.

The Crar's troops go to battle with
stubborn fatalism. They are beaten
and dls, but thelr fellows return to
the fight. They return again and
again with unwearied persistencs until
the foe ls nt last worn out end buried
under his own dead. Peter the Great
was beaten by Charles XII of Sweden
in many & stern encounter, but at last
he drove his Swedish foe into defeat
and exile. *“I learned how to fight
from my defeats,” sald Pater. Russia
his men encugh to afford this fearful
instruction.

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP A WAR MEASURE.

An important ald in the rapid move-
ment of the German army has been
the government ownership of the rall.
roads, Commerce has been subordi-
nated to military conslderations In
their construction as well as their ep-
eration, The main llnes have been
lgid out with a view primarlly to the
rapid concentration of troops on either
the eastern or western frontler, not
with & view to jolning the great Indus-
trial and commercial centers, The
roads are under the management of a
singie official, nppointed by the Em-
peror and subject to the general direc-
tion of the Bundesrath, the members
of which ars appointed by the Em-
peror and the heads of the federated
statss, Politles plays no part in the
management of the roads or in the
appointment of their employesa.

Tho=e who propose government
ownership for the rmallroads of the
TUnited States ignore the many essens
tial differences of conditions when
they cilte the undoubted success of
that system in Germany. From a mlil-
{tary standpoint public ownarship Is
unnecessary in this country, for there
is no probability that our Government
would need to iransport great bodles
of troops to the frontler. When occa~-
sion requires our Government can al-
ways insure that the movement of
treops and equipment shall have pre-
cedence over other

If our Government owned the rall-
roads there would almost certainly be
attempts on the part of politiclans to
procurs appointment on the score of
political service rather than ability
and good service. They are now try-
ing to throw postal appointments open
to the spollsmen and they would not
keep their hands off so rich a fleld as
the ds, They would not be
content to give absolute power to &
single man or to & commission, leav~
ing him or it fres to hire and fire men,
as Germany does with her rallroads

We should have the same experience

as France hazs had with the rallroads
taken over by the government & few
yeurs ago. Thers Was a great Increase
in the number of employes and in the
ratio of op ting exp to in

But the spollamen would not stop at
the offices. They would create a rail-
road pork barrel. Every year ws
should see Cohgress appropriating
monsy for branch lines, terminals and
passenger stations. Every member
would havs his bit of pork in the bill
in order to Insure his vote for It.

The United States has made great
progresas In removing the abuses of
the railrond business through the In-
terstate Commerce Commission and
will soon have put it on a sound foot-
ing. Evils of high finance, rate dis-
crimination and excessive ratas are
baing rooted out. Capital per mile Is
only about half that of European
roads, frelght rates are much lower
and service is much better than on
any state-owned rosds In Europe. The
gystem of private ownership undsr
public supervision iz only fairly estab.-
lished, but has already vindlcated
{tself. Belng free from the mllitary
necersity of public ownership and be-
ing unable to apply the methods which
have made that system a sucecess In
Germany, we should be content to
perfect the methods we have aiready
adopted.

There iz an unpleasantly clinglhg
quality in the office of school director
as the Attorney-General sees {t. @nce
endued with its dignitics and emolu-
ments & man must stay endued. He
cannot resign. Flight i{s useless. The
office sits upon him llke the Old Man
of the Sea on Sindbad's shoulders.
Wil prospective candidates take warn-
Ing or will they madly rush upon their
fate?

Superintendent Churchill is making
arrangements to celebrate the cen-
tenary of *“The Biar Spangled Ban-
ner,” which some say 18 our Natlonal
hymn. If the words were as good as
tha music perhaps we should all say
80. The Iintervals of the melody are
too difficult for really popular sing-
ing, but It Is sane and beautiful, which
is more than one can say of every
patriotic air.

Bernard Shaw shines as d mlilitary
counselor. Hls new polley of killing
the women and saving the men to
work for the victor is sound econom-
lés. Like all Innovations, it shocks the
conservative mind a lttle at first, but
we should soon get used to it. After
a littls practice we should all regard
it as calmly as we do other forms of
public slaughtsr.

Ontarlo is making huge effort to re-
locate the county saat of Malheur, now
at Vale. Ontarlo s the metropolls,
with the more peéople, but Is on the
edge of the county, which i= nearly
the jargest county in area. The peo-
ple will declde, as they did a quarter
century ago, and as the popular vote
of Oregonlans is flckle the reault is In
doubt,

A ecarloand of catalogues of a Chi-
ergo mall order house has been re-
celved at Roseburg and two carloads
more Are expected within a few
months, Merely to reciprocats, a oar-
load or two of Oregon money will be
sent Bast to pay for “something Just
as good” (perhaps) as is sold in Ore-
gon.

l

British army officers seem not yet
to have learned that they can do far
bettar sarvice to their country by stay-
Ing alive to direct thelr men than by
exposing themselves to be shot. It
may be magnificent to make targets
of themeelves, but it is not war, as
now pructiced.

Mexico I8 becoming so orderly as to
be dull and uninterasting. If Villa
were to start a new revolution he
could not get on the first page, Eo
what's the use? He may ns wall keep
quiet untl Burope gives him & chance.

Tha slcence of esugenics gets o body
blow in Europe. As the soldler of the
first llne !s generally the flower of
the land, the fathers of the unborn
generation will not be up to the stand-
ard.

Dropping bombs from the air upon
the homes and stores of non-combat-
ants looks lke a petty sort of war-
fare, It exasperates one slde and
gzins nothing for the other,

The British official bulletin has only
thirteen words to say as to the British
positlon on the Continent. Perhaps
that was nll that could be said with
dignity.

The principal effect of aerlal war-
fars appears to be to amuse the alr-
men and give the pennsd-up corre-
spondents something to pen about.

11

Well, well! the Governors office
is “broke” and the plenipotentlary to
remedy ths (lls of the body politie
must stay at home, How sad!

It might be well for the provident
teacher to mark the changes on the
map befors echool opens. Thera's
Petrograd, for example.

Beware of the “actual firing line"
photo that shows troops charging in
heavy overcoats In the middle of Au-
gust,

If Turkey has declared war on Rus-
sla there ought to be some interesting
clashes, as both are notoriousaly ill led.

Some Americans are sure to stay in
Paris, even if It is besleged, fust for
the sake of the thrills they will get.

——————

The cost of American peaches is
dropping. We refer, of course, to the
variety that grows on trees.

e

-

British officers plcture Mons as

worse than Waterloo, With an alto-
gether different result, too.

The Itallan fleet may help the
alliss,

troops, not ships.

_

wWith hop-plcking under way there

{s not even g shower to wash the dust
from the vines.

Very likely the Beavers are leaving
the surprises for the lnst series at
home,

Eutte is having an unwontad experi-
enca with law and order.

No doubt Bordeasux will now be-
coms & German objective.

“Safety first" Is the motto of the
French government.

Austria upholds tradition by getting
whipped dally.

——————————3
On to Bordeaux! _ -

But what the allles need Is

. A _I."‘-_h
| i; k¥

Stars and Starmakers

i e < ]

[l Twenty-Five Years Ago

From The Oregonian September 5, 1864,

Loulsville—General Sherman entered
Atlanta at ? o'clock September I, ac-
cording to word recelved here.

New York—The Tribune aays there
has been a tender of a foreign loan
and the Treasury Department has It
under consideration.

Bolse—The falr at Bolse petted $700
this year.

The Bank of Genoa, which has been
in existence hundreds of years, has per-
hm: d?roved itself the strongest in the
wWor.

Irish riots continue at Beifast

Albany. — Our townsmen, Thomas
Monteith and John Howland, have been
appointed, the former Colonel and the
iatter Major of the Third Hegiment,
Second Hrigade, Oregon Voluntsers

Albany.—D. D. Gray fell from &
building last week and broke his arm.
Willisma N. Miller, son of Dr. Miller,
fell from m load of grain and dislo-
cated his elbow.

Walla Walla.—An Inguisitive Indi-
vidual is out counting political noses
and says the Democrats have lost 100
votes of men who left the states to
sattla in this territory.

The difficulty between the United
States and the Egyptian government
has been adjusted,

The cap|tal of Washington Territory
was united with the Natiomal Capital
and the rest of mankind at ¢ P. M, yes-
terday. The superintendent and gang
of workmen rolled into Qlympia at that
hour and went to church in the even-

ing.

John Mathiot has established a grape
depot on Washington street for the sale
of the Butteville vineyard's product

The steam propoellor George 8. Wright
gailed at § P. M. Saturday carrving 140
tons of Oregon produce for Victoria,
B. C, markets.

The sale of city property in Caruthera
Additlon lust Saturdsy resulted aa fol-
lows: Block 24, $300; block 15, §4480;
blocks A to O, Inclusive, $400, 35520,
$515, $430, 3280, $440, $380, $3556. $340,
$185, $280, $310, $2940, $200, $3i0.

—_———

REAL BOARDING-HOUSE SERVICE

Demoerntic Newnpaper Produces Aged
Editorial Fedder on Reogular Days.
PORTLAND, Sept. 8—(To the Bdi-

tor.)—Becauss of his genulne devotlon

to the development of the State of

Oregon and of hls advocacy of the

doctrine of getting back io the farm

as the besat means of pushing that
devolopment, Dr. Withyeombe has mnadae
many speeches on thal subject On
several occasions during the present
cAampalgn he has discussed thls ques-

tlon, alwaya Interestingly and profita.
of it is

bly, but the amusing feature
thant the  Portiand Democratie dally
nawspaper hops on to this phass of

Dr. Withycombe's speaches with an at-
tempfed ridicule that at once discloses
fta lack of effective ammunition &s
a means of injuring his chances of
election.

As regularly as a country hotel mup-
piles its customers with bholled boal
on Tunesdnys, beans on Thuradays and
stowed prunes on Saturdays does the
Democratic dally present the same edi-
torial every three lssues, double col-
umn, ropeuting the charge that at
Podunk Dr, Withyocombe condemned the
resolutions of ‘08, at Slabtown he
doubted the advisablilty of Indorsing
the Kansas-Nebraska bill of 1554 and
at Millvilla toolt the position that In
the present Furopeun wir wa shouid
not take siden, for to do so would be
like accepting a two-edged swond,

This editorial appears regulary every
Tuesdny, Thursday and Saturday even.
Ings, usially changad with a stereo-
typed paragraph to the effect that D,
Withyeombe i {n favor of a Greater
Orsgon and even publicly sdvocates (t!

And now Gus Moser has bacome 8
dellnquent in the eyea of ths non-
partisun - Democratic - Chamberlaln or-
gan for tho remson that he has dared
publicly to suggest thiat all the Repub-
leans of Oregon should support the
ticket which they themselves nom-
inatad in the primaries—{or which rea-
son he has won the distinetion of he-
Ing the target for a double-hender
tirsde and Is a ren! bad man. Booth
and Withycombe were overwhelmingly
nominated by the common people of
Oregon within the.-party to which they
helong, but the man who publiely ad-
vocates tha ratifieation of this motion
by the people wWho did It s mnecus-
sarily a subject for abunse and is an
enemy of the publiec good!

The blast against Moser for advis-
ing the aeceptance of the verdlat of
the people themsalves as worthy of
ratification Iz evidently Intended as a
notice to others to avoid making his
mistake. This la to be a non-partisan
eampnign, whereln Smith and Cham-
bertaln are to be the beneficlaries
through the fright Injected Into the
rank and fila of the Republicans who
dared to nominate Booth and Withy-
combs; though It was under the plain
operation of the primary law.

Henge, the unvaried Withycombe edi-
torial each Tuesdny, Thursday and Sat-
urday, with the probable sandwich now
of that on Mowser and his loyalty to
the cboice of the peopla of his party,
for this is the return of the non-
partisan year when practically sll Re-
publicans are expected and advised to
torget not only why they regiaterad
as Republlcans but that they did so
st ail. On the other hand, a Dem-
gerat is & non-partisan by virtus of his
make-up and doesn't need to change.

But look out for thowse double-column
editorinls metting forth in detail what
Withycombe thinks about the fourth
dimension and the origin of Halley's
comet. OBSERVER.

YALUE OF GOLD IS DEPRECIATED

One Way of Expressing Rise in Prices
of Commodities.

HOOD RIVER, Or, Aug. 31, —(To the
Editor.) — On page 5 of The Sunday
Oregonian, August 30, s an article
headed “Germany's War Chest Ranikles
the French' I would llke to have an
explanation of this statement contained
therein: "In the first place the pur-
chasing power of gold has daprecinted
at least 50 per cent during the Inter-
val” I had an {dea that the purchasing
power of gold did not fluctuats at all,
while the price of different com-
modities |t buys has and does fluctuate

A. L. CLARKE,

The variation in the purchasing pow-
er of gold Is indicated by the varia-
tion in price of commodities, Gold has
been adopted ms the standard of value
for all other commodities, & certaln
amount of gold belng declared one dol-
iar and the price of commodities be-
ing expressed In doilars and fractions
of & dollur, The price of potatoes, for
example, varies mot only sccording to
the abundance. or scarcity of potatoes
but also according to the abundance or
scarcity of gold, Irrespective of the
supply of poistoes, thelr price will rise
when gold is cheap and fall when gold
{s dear. Hence it 18 that the rise In
prices during the last 15 or 10 years Is
attributed to some extent to increased
production of gold. The writsr you
quote has meraiy expressed the same
jdea in another way when he says the
purchasing power of gold has depre-
clated,

g

A large photograph of Will D, How-
ard occupiea almost the entire center
of the page in the Dramatic Mirror
devoted to news of stock companies. It
Is & regulation stock-sctor pleture with
cane, high Mk bonnet and gloved
handa neatly reating on the afore-
mentioned canse It seems that Mr.
Howard has just closed & soason of
28 woeks in Brockton, Mass., stock and
is returning immediataly to Waterbury,
Conn, where the watches come from.
He will play s fourth return senson
in Waterbury. After he plays this re-
turn engagement Mr. Howard ls coming
to the FPascific Coast, and visit for
awhile before he takes a (ling at
moving pletures He used to ba a

From Thas Oregonian, Sepiember 4, 1840

Walla Walla=E. K. Ferry scems to
have tho leading sentiment for Gowver-
nor, and FPatrick Heary Winston, of
Spokane, will make ths nomination
spoech for John L. Wilson for Cone
gress. Wileon seems 1o bave the lead.

Washington—In his annual report
Becretary of War Prootor intands to
<all attention of Congress to frequent
desertions from the Unlted Stxtes Army.

The first stenmer to Myrtle Polnt, on

the Coquille Miver, reached thatl town
Saturday.

San Franclsco—The Unlon Paclfe
rallrond now proposes to conselidate

pix more branch lines, ineiuding Colo-
rado Central, Denver & Midiand, Den-

Portland stock actor about six Yoars | ver, Marshall & Boulder, Balt Lake &

ago,

- - .

&
of

Pacifio, Georgetown, Breckenridge
Leadville and Colorads & Central

Mary Edgett Baker has returned fo | Wyoaming.

Portland with a lengthy list of success-
ful appearances in Denver to her theat-
rloal credit. She Is busy rehearsing
with Pa George L. Baker's company

Henry Falling is In San Franciscn fer
a few daye,

Chicago—Editor Medill, of ths Chi-

which makes lts Initial bow next Bun- | cago Tribune, who has relurned from

day sfterncon in “Such s Little Queen™

Gearge Allson has opensd aus leading

man with the Washington Theater

Stock Company in Detroit. Maude
Fenley s leading woman,
- L] -

Nana Bryant I8 to head the stock

company at Post's Grand Theater In
Saeramento this season. The opening
Is next Monday. Cialre Binclalr, who
was with the Catherims Countlss com-
pPAnY LWO seasons ago, in to bhe In the
Post ecmpany.

s & @

Franklyn Underwood and his wife,
Frances Slosson, will appear In Moros-
co's “Help Wanted” this scason.

- - -

Friends of David Bispham
glad to know that his daughter,
is safe In Italy, whére she has been
visiting Mrs, Reymond Maude, the
daughter of the great Jennle Lind. Miss
Biepham has been urged not to leave
Italy, ms she (s perfectly safe in the

mountiins whete she is viailting.
- - -

will be
Vida,

W

Guy Standing., who waa vhoEen
play the leading role In the Famous
Players' production of "“The Silveg
King." has complotely upset the plans
of that compnny in insisting upon Join-
Ing his regiment when England

plunged into the Europesn vertex
Standing s n Captain in one of the
erack British regimenta and when his
country declarod war he called upon
Adolph Zukor, prealdent of the Famous
Players, and for the firat time In his
life roally plexded for the postpones
ment of the engagement FZukor,
impressed by the patriotic loyalty of
the star, consented, and Standing hap-

Mr

ily began prepurntions for a hasty de-
parture. He salled last week on the
Lusitania to take his place in a more
vital drama and enact a more herolo
role even than that of the “glivar
King.”

.
Tully.
0." “Omar, the
half dozen other
-0 last week

Walton suthor of

Richard
“The DBird .of Pars
Tentmaker,” and a
playr, wis given his divor

from Kleanor Gates, who s a play -
wright also “The FPoor Littie Rich
Girl” and “We Are Baven” are two al
her beat-Known works, Tha de-
cree waAs granted to Mr, Marshall on
the grounds of doscrilon ‘T'ho twaln
were wed in 1001 In Merced, Cal. In
1512, according o Tully's tamtimony,

el Bt. James

they separited at the H
in New York. He frosnly admittad that
he gave her goud cauns to guurrael with
him, but said he rfollowed her to Han
reconclled

Franclaco and they were

His testimony wos corroborated by his

mother. But the reunion did not last

long. Mra. Tully did not contest the

action, Hhe is at present In Naw York
Ll - -

Nows of the paessing sway of Blily

Dnelow, for & sonson comedinn with the
Lyrie stock. has Just reached Portland
from Loa Angeles
was Willlam Glichrist and he has Leen

. figure in musical comedy and vaude-

Onslow’s right name

villa on the Pacifla Coast. Vor & part
of last season he played Irish roles
jointly with Gus Leonard as a German
comadian and later played with Ba
P. Allen. During his A4Z weska' on-
gagement, Onslow never jeparted ondce
trom his 1tish roles Hin tiinesn was

tuberculosis of the throat He loavos

a wife and young daughter
N - .

This from a New York dramatic ex-
change wil! Portland friends
of Eleancr Haher, who played with the

interesat

Bolasco stock heére and whoe Is con-
nected with some of Callfornia and
Oregon's oldest famillies Saya the ae-

count:

The work done by the compuny headed by
Thurston ¥Hall and Elsanor Hab
recant porformance of ““Tha
Lady.™ Burns Theatler
Springs, sut among tha r
{table done #o far this wiock
ticularly a0 In the individual work of Mim
Haber, Last week this coampany played
“Stop Thiaf."

at tha

ntands

BeRSON, pPar-

. .

The Dramatic Mirror prints the fol-
lowing in lta laat Issue. It will be of
especial interest, as mont of the players
are known In Portland Nell MeKin-

non and Whliam H. DMila (Blily to his
friends) are former Baker players:
Saattle, Wash.. Aug. 18, 1plé—New TYork
Dramatie M r—Oentlamen: We, ths un-
dersigned membars of ithe Metropelitan

Players, are pending you the following stiate

ment, which we wish you would publiah In
o valuabdls paper, for, whila it meem»
tmpostibis for us to guin red ot any
kind, It may save pome of our £ w arilsis
from = ks predicament with the wsame
manager:

The Meiropolitan stock company at Hlaw
& Erianger's Metrapolitan Thesier, Seattle,

Wash., cloes Saturday, Acgust §, without
soties of mny kind, with sslaries In nost
cases (wo weaks in arrears and (saving

some of the members 8 absalute want, K

& B9 Northwestern representative and
mannger of thaely Metrepollian Theatar,
George J. Mackenels, had organized the

comipany sevaral weoks before, and hind rep-
reaented (o all that K & E. were backing
the anterprise. Now, hawsver, K & E
deny any” connectiop wihth the stock com-
pany, and Mr. Mackensle, far from atiempt-
Ing to make any seillement or even An ox
pizaation, is nowhars lo be found,

Byron L. Aldapn, Tony B. Stanford, Cad
Caldwall, James Guy Usher, Florens® Epen-
enr, Nefl J. MoKinpnon, Dwight A Meade,
Charlea K. Phlipps, Wiillam H. Dilln

George Mackenzie represents Kiaw & Hr-
langér in Seattle only during the Winter sea-
won, according fo & Teprasmtative of that
firm, asd ixls wteck venture s & purely
parsonsl undariaking. When
saason closed he evidently leased the theater
and Iostalled his eompany. with the conee-
quances airendy givem in the communica-
tiom.

Dellberata demartion of companies In one
of the mest munumenisl olfessss 1o the
theatrical business, acd ln belng takes up by
organiged actors. The Actors’ Egully Awec-
ciatioe makes special provisieon for such
cases and putsuss all offenders to the lmit
sf ths lnw,

v

¥urope, says he s ashamed of thae
Amarioan exhibit at the Paris Exposi-
tien, The men at the head of It he aays
are untrained but are “talking “very
bumptiousiy.™

—_—
Tha special manufagturing edition of
The Oregonian will be publinhed in a
short time.
—

Dr. P. T. Keone, who was private
pecretary 1o C. H. Prescott when he waa
general manager of the 0. R & N, Co.,
died at his old home in Massachusetits
two weeks wgo,

Thero waen't & quorum at the monthly
meating of the water committes yor-

terday Those pressnl were H. W
Corbett, W. S Ladd, C. H. Lewia, J.
Loewenborg, A. H. Johneson, L. Ther-
kelsen and T. M. Richardason. R B
Knapp 1s in BEurope; 8, G. Reed, an route
home from New York; Colenel L
Flelshner Is slek; H. Falling is oul of
town; I°. E. Deanch absent, and W, K.
Smith &t the beach.

The *Dw», Pohlel” wha fell from a

Union Pacifie train In Nebraska saveral
days ago was Dr. Albert Pohl, of Port-
land. Hoe disd scon -after the acoldent

Judge Doady has been somewhat in-
disposed for severel daya.

Dr. Clarence L. Nichols who has hean
studving In Europe, salled from Liver-
pool for bome this merning. He Is ac-
compinied by his brother, Erneat, and
brother-in-law; Rev, H. L. Batons.

Rev. J, W. Bushong, new minister at
Centenary M. E Church, ansd his wifs
are oxpected In about 10 days Rev.
Buahong is from Cliocinnat]

. B, Qerould, of this city, fgured an

the hero In an encounter with a burly
burglar at Beaverton early Monday
morning.

Bldney Dillon, New York fnancler
wnd ex-president of the Unien Pacliic,

in tn Portland and says the Northwest
i# & larger country that he supposed.
= G mme——

Life of Firat Fapers,

TROUTDALE, Or, 8Sept. 3—(To the
Editor.)—1 wish to know how long
the first papersp of American clitizen-

ahip remain leanl If the second papera
have not been taken out at the and of

two ¥ How long after that de
they re egal?
A BUBBCRIBER.

Bome courts have hald that sn allsn
who flled declaration prisr o Bep-
tombar 27, 1806, may bes reguired to
file a new declatation. The present
law does not filx a tims for sxpira-
tion of declaration papers

War Pictures
From the Front

The first actual photos in the
great war are at hand. Four pages
of them will bo shown Sunday, to-
gether with & comprebennive map
of the war zone, These stirring
photos tall the true story of many
phases of the deadly conflict.

Europe's Women Officers.

They are women of title and
command famous regiments—al-
though, of eourse, 1,:';'-_\: do not ap-
pear on the firing line in battle;
A full-page feature in colors,

Picturesque Policemen.

There are 500,000 of them in
Europe who may be eallod to the
front Thers s no more pletur
fsgque forees in the world, Half
piage with 12 photos.

The Innocont Bystander.

A detailed story of Belgium, the
rich, ecultured, progressive little
ecountry that has been crushed by

the Jerman advaoce.

Boy Scouts in War Zone.

They may play an important
part in the fray. The valuable
service they ean vender i« made

the subjeet of a page article with

many photographs,
War Sketches,

A eclebrated English military
painter presents in three powerful
paintings seenes at the firing line
and mobilization poinle. The pic-
ture “Before Liege,” showing (Ger-
man Uhlans, is a powerful action
pleture

The Mikado., °*

The War Lord of the Far East

is the subject for Bunday in the
War Lords' series. Full page in
colors,

Queer Cures.

Vodoo medieines and quack cures
of primitive people are shown in
contrast with modern mediecine.

The Worker's Lot
an working man is
a fortunate iadividoal indeed when
his wage 15 compared with Lhat
of workers in other eountries, He
earns ns much in an hour as the
average forcign workman is paid
for o whole day.
Sketches From Life.
Pages from an artist’s nolebook.

Pheasant Farming.

It is both pleasant and profit-

pble. Tllastrated with photop.
The Lifosavers,

Ao illustrated article on Lhe
perilous life of men who operate
the lifesaving stations along the
Oregon and Washington ocoast,

Scores of Other Features.

Order carly of your newsdealer.

The Amer




