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NO CONCLUSION IN SIGHT.

Those wwho fondly imagine that
Presldent Wilson's policy of watchful
wafting Is leading tu any definite con-
clusion in Mexico may be enlightened
by reading an article which James
Creelman has written from Mexico
City for the New York Mall. He de-
scribes a corrupt, bankrupt govern-
ment, headed by a drunken dictator,
who boasts that he Is “just R common
Indlan™; a people indifferent to the
fate of the nation and given over to
pleasure, while rapine and murder ara
on all sldes; concesslons hawked
about the city and Huerta's wife tak-
ing her rake-off; armies of peons
dragged from the fields and =ent like
prisoners to fight for a cause in which
they have no interest. The white men
own practically everything except the
government; the populatlon, which is
85 per cent pure Indian and 20 per
cent half Indian is “uninterested In
the war or the future of their coun-
try.™ He sums up the situation thus:

President Wilson's theory that the masses
of Mexico are yearning for constitutional
government would be Ilaughable were the
consequences of his blunder not s terribles

His idea that when the Haerta gover
ment & crughed the leading men of Mexiea
o be gol together to sscure constitutis
liberty, order and peace in absolutely base-

leas in facl.

The robel forces mrs iny d to fight by
their FECE love looting. buming and
viel £ women The federnl forces serve

through fear of their remorseless master,
ie rober fruth la that nesrly all the
ahlest man of Mexico have wselflahly Ieft
the country.

Bloodthirsty, dlssolute, corrupt, “‘su-
preme and only master of every-
thing."” Huertn is as {ncapable of es-
tablishing constitdtional government
a5 the people are of malntalning it,

terpative to abandonment
most cherished

LITTLE FELLOW'S CHiME.
The gentlemen who are organizing

the Daly water meter Imposition are
abviously in edrnest. They are prepar-
ing their plans In the open.
supperted by an overwhelming public
are making a
the three-to-two decision

They are strictly with-
They are performing

paying publie,
in thelr rights.

ser-mugger or humbug sbout It
Now the members of the committee
1 are being attacked by the Daly news-
Postage Kates—12 to 15 pages, 1 cent; 15 padper for the helnous crime of being
small water-rate payers.

property, shall a man pay to qualify
him to declare and maintain hls rights
4= a cltizen under our popular system
of zovertment?

Yet we have been told—Iloudly, bel-
ligarently, tearfullv—that the epposi-
to the costly and foelish water-
meter venture wag the “big interssts.’

thelr own wicked
good Daly in his innocent and unob-
jectionable plan of spending off-hand
a haltf milllon dollars of public mon-

Now the little fellow i= being
lampooned and maligned
has the temerity to say something the
guardians of his
want him to say.
There is no exclusive right of pro-
prietorship in the referendum.
not devigsed for the use or enjoyment
of any clags or creed.

self-constituted

It i no jug-
employved by
one group of citizens to embarrass and
cripple any other class,
proper to appeal to the referendum to

tence in public administration it is a
crime ever to use it
It is no crim= to be a little fellow,

otherwise a T5-cent water-rata

AND REFORM.

Seattle |s assured
a different HIi
not so sure about
But perhaps the election
Mayor i= primarily
not other people's,
that in the changing Seattle fashions
as to Mayors Hi Gill suits the present
humor of that volatile clty.

understand and
explain Seattle's apparent change of
front as to Hi Gill,

its forgiving arms.

Elected Mayor on

but the =o-called Constitutionalists
are no more g0, After 4 yvear of wir-
fare since the death of Madero, they
have obtained control &f the thifly
peopled northern states, which have
but a fifth of the population, but have|
been able to take no fortifled towns.
Though now zble to import urms
without hindrance, they halt before
the walls of Torreon, and the much-
heralded march on Mexico City is
not begun. Their General, Villa, is
but g bandit, who scoffs at law and
civilized warfare. Thelr chief, Car-
ranga, Eeslng his power slipping fnto
the hands of the victorlous General,
plays upon the anti-foreign prejudices
of the rebel army by vetoing Villa's
concessions to the United States and
Great Britain in the Benton uffair,
hoping thereby to bolster up his pop-
ularlty. Thus, ere the final victory iIs
won, dissenslon breaks out among the
rebel lenders.

Since o year of war with its accom-
paniments of wholesale bloodshed,
rapine and plunder, has enabled the
rebels to accomplish so little, how
much longer will it be before they can
conquer the rest of the country, which
i= the richest and contalns four-fifths
of the population?’ Ax they advance
southward, they will move farther
from their base, while Huerta will
cancentrate his forces nearer his base
and wlll gradually, If beuten, draw
into the capital., which s wall sup-
pled with artillery and garrisoned by
veteran troops, most faithful to him,

The struggle appears to have just be-
gun.

If the rabele =hould succeed, what
Improvement would the murderous
bandlt, Villa, be upon the murderous
drunkard, Huerta?  What possibility
would there he that Carranza. even if
Villa remalned faithfu! to him and
even If he made an hanest attempt,
would succeed {n establishing constl-
totlonal rule with such material ?
Would not a rebellion against Car-
ranza and Villa follow that against
Huerta and the whale bloody drama
be re-enucted? Can such schooling
qualify the Indifferent, loot-loving In-
dlans to found &8 democracy 48 we un-
derstand the term?

what passed for
purity police squad and an impeccable

the red-light
characteristics
The people of Se-
attle got tired of police intrusion into
thelr pergonal concerns and were di-
verted again o a thoughtful cbnsid-
high cost of living as

ceeding regimes.

eration of the

it vindication
It §s in fact a repudiation
attempted domination
attle by the so-called “big interests.”

the election of Gill

mental reservations, the professions of
GIll that he
he offered the best way out from the
his opponent,
popularly supposed
of Seattle were the
acknowledged sponeEors
Seattle would
him or them,

Mayor Gill purpoges now to give He-
closed town.
be assumed that, out of the stern rec-
titude of hig new-found consclence, he
make Seuttle
hara of laundered

HOW CAN TAXEsSs BE LOWERED?

pruning cost of government in Port-
land with intent to reduce taxes? We
and paid when others go penniless. | fancy
the taxpayers today would be

he placed at the head &f the municl-
pal government with autocratic pow-
the tax rate

But Portland was assessed $6,000,000
more than that for Port, School Dis-

three-fourths

neo suthority to make reduction.
the two million
collected far elty purposes he would find
himself confronted by certiin necess
would be powerless to
The item of bonded indebt-

We cannot expect that Europe will
continue indefiritely to endure our
policy of watehful waiting, - While the
canal tolls dispute ls pending, England

may restrain her Impatience, but only | cpeds have gone for convenienees llke
in the hope that we shall the more | pridges, -iu-:l-:-. purks, boulevards, cre-
matorizs, a pollce station and an au-
ditorium, all of which call for main-
Other munijcl-
pal -necessities, like paved streets, the

resadily yleld on that point. We may
pay thls high price for British tolera-
tlon of delay, but how long il the
resplte be permitted to extend? Sure-
Iy a time will come when Hritish na-
tlonal pride, outraged by such mur-
ders as that of Benton, and the Brit-
iah Investor, enraged at the destruce
tion of his capital, will Insist that
their government do semething. Tf
Britain should hang back, other na-
tione, having less reason for consider-
ing our susceptibilities, may prod her
on with hints that #f she does not aet
they will, Mu=t we then throw an-
other zop to the hungry Cerberus?
Judging by the fact that Mexleans
chooese 1o follow guch men ns Huerta
and Villa, hetween whom there is
iiftle cholce, that is the kind of ruler
Mexlep wantsy Then why not recog-

bonds, totalling more thun $14,000,000,

the whole cost government he

reélentiess and

of employes on

ted a astrong disin-

establishment

nike as agent for Mexico in it deal-
ings with us the man who exercises

man be not Huerta, he wlll be Car-
ranza or Villa. If by same turn of
the, Mexican EKaleldoscope & man of

terprises for which b
] es8ATY

In 1511 The Oregonign izsued
the powers of government? Tf thalla warning agulnst city extravagance.
growing repldly.

as high type as Madero came to the

top. he svould not long remain there|

and the old gcenes of Cclvll war would
be repeated,

The task AMr. Wilson ha= under- |mow

taken of securing for Mexico orderly.

constitutional rule is hopeless of ac-|tn come if the axiravegance reaches
proportions.”

complishment by the means to which
he has limited hims=lf. The only
means which give hope of success are
armed conquest and prolonged occu-
pation, which the American people
are strongly averse to using. But
rather thién &ee 2 European army
landed on independent American soil,
they will resort to these means, They
w11l approach the work with much
grumbling and will not forgive the
mzan who forced upon them thi=z al-

4

period The Oregoenian said:

Extravigance
times if the

than generous.

1911 to 1913
in the police de-

In the two years [rom
the number of men
partment of Portland increnzed U8 per
population grown in
the =ame proportion there would have

Portland in 1§18. The engineering de-
Ite f3rce 232
In four departments, fire, po-

live, street-cleaning and ensimmri;:g,
236 men were added to the payrolls
and the increase in =aluries was $217,-
048, In these four departments Is rep-
resented an added  cost In salaries
equivalent to one-half the entire in-
creass fn tax revenues of Peortland In
1813 over 1811,

It 1= not the Intent to imply that
these depuartments alone uare over-
loaded. They are glven as examples
of the results of the growing concep-
tion of public officlals as to the gen-
eral needa of the city. Along with
Hew positions 1N established depart-
ments, new departments have been
crented  or old  departmenis have
branched out into new worlk. The es-
tablishment of now departments Te-
quires the creation of new positions.
Portland thus has an army of em-
ployes thit Increases year by yeur, but
only part of that Increase j= an out-
come of growth in population,

Plainly, however. there i= not a sig-
nal eopportunity to reduce taxes by
economy in munlclpal saffairs alone.
Economy, to make a respecilable
showing in the tax receipts, must ex-
tend to schoel, district; county and
state as well as city,

BUILDING UP AN ALASEA LINE,

The Alaska steamship line which
was started from Portland yvesterduy
Iz the result of carnest work by en-
terprising, public - spirited cltizens,
who have brought about commercial
relations with' the canners of Alaska.
They have secured trafiic for the
steamship and business for Portland
merchants by representing to the can.
ners that they can not only buy thelr
supplies here to as good advantage
as in other cities, but can obtain
banking accommodations here,

Thelr efforts have been So success-
ful that one cannery company which
is owned in Portland has severed iis
commerclal and financial relntlons
with Seattle and bought its supplies
here on the assurance that It can
make financial arrangements here. It
needs $30,000 to $40,000 to do ita sea-
son's business, has ample asssts and
Is riated A-1 by commercia]l agencies.
It ghould be able to obtain the money
In Portland as a matter of pure busi-
ness; it should obtain the loan all the
more readily because thereby a public
enterprise which will redound to the
advantage of the city will be material-
[y helped.

The way to sustain a transportation
line to Alaska is to do business with
Alaska and for Alaskans.

DRUG HARITS AND THE LAW.

The spread of the addictlon to
habit-forming druga in the United
States is sald by physicians who have
int‘esLiEa:a:d the subject to be 2 men=-
gce to our Natlonnl life. They tell
iis facts of the most ominous descrip-
tlon. For instance We are as=sured by
Dr, Charles B. Towns, a great author-
ity, that in the Unlted States we con-
sume more oplum per capita than the
Chinese at home, Agdin it js =aid
that we consume more hablt-forming
drugs than all Europe each year.
Faecls of this kind ought to glve pause
even to the most blinded optimists.
Here iz an evil of frightful prepor-
tlons, What are we going to do about
it2

Dr, Towns remuark= [ncidentally
that our headlong addictlon to drugs
grows out of a pecullar Natlona!
pswcholpgy. “Evidently it must, But
who has studied this asfortunate
peychology ? Who Xknows precisely
what traits of it account for drug ad-
dietion? Nobody has as yvet thought
it worth while to pay much attention
to this aspect of the matter. It is an-
pther pecullarity of ours that wa trust
to law to do almost evervthing for us.
Although drug habits are rooted in
psychology and the inner life, the only
coiinsgel that Dr. Towns or any other
physiclan gives ls to seek the cure for
them in legislation.

Perhaps we shall find it there. Let
us hope su as long as hope I8 possible.
But it Is just as well to bear In mind
that men llke Brand Whitloek, who
have meditated profoundly upon these
muatters, say that restrictive laws uare
of no wuse. There is no doubt what-
ever that the general trend of modern
social thought lies In the same direc-
tlon. We must probably do some-
thing more effectlve than passing laws
before we shall get rid of our terrible
drug addictions. That they are ter-
rible the facts prove only too conclu-
sively.

There s a typleal aecount of one
boy living in Bridgeport, Connecticut,
who became a drug flend himself and
who led a hundred of his companions
inte the same evil courses. The story
Is Instructive from many points of
view. The depraved youth obtalned
his supplies of heroln through a phy-
siclan, whose auntomoblle ha cared for.
His work was pald for by prescrip-
tions for this drug. which {s 4 prepa-
ration of opium very scductive o its
¢ffects and pleasant to take. From this
boy it was pussed on to hiz compan-
fons. What shall we think of a phy-
siclan who would be guilty of such a
crime? Perhaps 1t 15 hest not to think
of him at all, but to bear In mind
the lesson that people of hi= kind are
likely to thwart every law, no mat-
tér how strict it may be,

Dr. Towns, who has investignted |

drug addictions in all parts of the
world and written most insiructively

upon the subject, hag drawn up a law |

for New York, which he thinks may
well serve all the other states as a
model It hampers drug sales by
drugglst and muanufaciurers In al-
most erv imazinable awway. Prn-u-.‘ri‘u
tiens must be flled dud preserved with
the numes of the doctors who granted
them and the patlents who used them.
No preseription may be usged twice.
All'Ales and records areé to he open to
the Board of Health for inspeétion.
And =0 on to the most minute par-
ticulars,

If Juw can accomplish the destrue-
tlon of drug habits this dne ought to
demonstrate it. But all the time while
one i3 perusing leglslation of this
gort the mind iz haunted by ominous
doubts, The method l= fascinatingly
tharough to all appearances, but
after all, Is it the right method? Can
we reform s=inners by fixing tiboos
upon Lhelr sins? This question has
been powerfully put by 2 young and
promising modern writer, the author
of “A Prefuce Lo Polities™  Have we
not taken the wrong road In oyr ef-
fortzs to pursne and capture the mon-
sters of vicious habit? Dr. Towns' re-
mark that all suchh habits depend
upon an errant psyvchology will not
down, and psychology cannot be
thrown Into fall or sent to the rock-
plle! Law skims the surface and as
it slips along over the waves no doubt
accomplishes more or les=s good. But
it never gets below the surface.

To all our legislation, no mattsr
how well intended, the depths of hu-
man nature, where the sources of evil
e, remain forever inaccessible, What
we really need 1s some force that can
penetrate the man to his innermost

and transform him. Is there apy such

force in the world? We dare say there
s, but the secret of utilizing It does
not geem to have been discovered,

Now that we understand the true
cause of the divorce evil we shall
abandon the valn endeavor to remedy
it by preaching and legislation and
betike ourselves to dress reform. Cor-
sets it Iy that play the mischief with
matrimonial happiness. So says Dr.
Maude L. Dunne, of Boston, and she
ought to know, for sghe doesn't wear
corsels and she = not married. Her
argument is convincingly lucid. Cor-
sets =et up dyspepsin. Dyspepsia
sours tha temper. Whence wrangles
and ultimately the divoree court.
What we really need evidently iz an
anti-corset law.

The suspiclon grows that Andrew Car-
nagle, in a last desperate effort to die poar,
i financing the Fedesral Lesague—Hoston
Transcript.

if the star-spangled Scotchman
were W run the Federal League,
he would secure control of all sources
of supply of players and force LLe
old leagues to buy him out—nans the
steel trust did—at a fancy price. He
would make no progress towards
poverty by going into the baseball

«| Dusiness. He would increase the in-

cumbrance of  wealth and render
hopeiess the task of giving it away
Judiciously before he died.

New York's deposed Governor, Mr.
Sulzer, expresses wonderful zeal for a
genuine primary law in hls current
speeches. As an Assemblyman he en-
joys the preclous privilege of talking
all he likes and he seems to be Hving
np to his opportunities. We wonder
which "he wants most, a direct pri-
mary law or to get even with
Murphy? The farcical element always
predominates In New York politics,
but just now there ig nothing else.
The solemnly virtupus city, the vocif-
erous Legislature, the Incompetence
everywhere—what a jest it all Is.

The Yankee retalns to this day a
good deal of the disposition that
prompted him to sell wooden nutmegs
in Colonlal times, A 32,000,000 cor-
poration in the salntly and aristo-
cratic town of Brookline has just been
hauled over the coals for swindling.
Its particular trick was to make linen
thread out of straw. Stock was sold
to the tune of $1,200,000 and now the
victims are gnawing fheir nalls while
the Government prosecutes the swin-

Jdlers. Law is a good thing, but It

makes a poor substitute for common

sense, <

Onece in about fifteen yeare Oregon
enjoys an early Spring. Crocuses sx-
pand on the lawns toward the end of
February. Peach trees and daffodils
blossom early In March and the dalry-
men find pasture for their cows by
the first of April Thege blessings
seem destined for us this Spring. Nay,
some of them we actually have. Such
sensons are all the more valued for
their rarity. They show us what Na-
ture can do in her very best moods,
but they are no gulde to her ordinary
habits,

Mavor Gill, of Sedttle, can now
cheerfully philosophize on the fickle-
neses of fortune and the vicissitudes of
popular passion. Yesterday the fickle
many cast him despiteously out of of-
flce, Today they exalt him. And
through it 41l .he 1l probably the same
man, Just now he is the happy bene-
ficinry of personal polities, as not long
ago he was Its vietim. We wonder
what in his heart he thinks of a4 sys-
tem that drifts without a chart from
one furious mood to ancother,

Mr. Geethals must smile quletly
over the efforts of the politicluns ™
reward his great sachievement with
gold embroidery and military titles.
His genuine reward is the conscious-
ness that he hazx won a place in his-
tory and deserved the eternal grati-
tude of his fellow men. Deeds like
his are their own reward, It Is meet
for Conzress and the President to ex-
press -their appreclation, but hls fame
is secure without them.

Attorney - General Crawford his
rendered a sensible opinion in saving
poverty Iz mot sufficlent reason for
tauklng children from parents while
they provide the attual necessllies.
Zeal often leads to Injustice In breank-
ing up familles, It is well to remember
that many great men of (hi€ Nation
were mighty poor In childhood.

It must be hard for a policeman to
resist temptetion in o “dry’’ town and
the RBugene officer charged with ab-
stracting ated whisky fell be-
canse it wius human nature te do =o.

Huerta demands that Uncle Sam
surrender those §000 Mexican refu-
gees Interned at El Paso, But can
Huerta =upport them In the siyvle to
which thev have become wecnstomed 7

James MacNuughien indignantly
denjes having a salary of $100,000 a
vear. In ante-Income tax davs he
might have smilingly suggested that
such a figsura was not far off.

A Peorln express agent reports the
logs of 36400, Ir It were a press
agent ruther than an express agent
the =um wonlc be announced as
$640,000,

One vear of has been full
of changes, vet hardly full of ehange,
using that gentle word purely In Its
financial sense.

Meat and butter are coming from
Siberia. We'll be eating those luxu-
ries again one of these days.

Cheers, jeers and hisses were in-
dulged In by suffragists before Con-
gress, Only bombs re lacking.

Britaln will us have our awn
wayv with Mexlee and all we need de
in return ¥ eliminate free tolls,

Suloons in Alaska must close Sun-
days. The moral wave is making ft-
self felt in the far corpers.

Sir Lionel now thinks Husarta will
quit. Seems a= If we saw that sugges-
tlon before some place.

Actor Hackett l# reported to have
failen heir to over 32,000,000, Stage,
or rei]l money?

Do pot overfook the fact that Act-
Ing Governer Oleott is sitting in the
interim.

Women nas policemen are declared

a fallure in Chicago. Back to the
nursery!

John Bassett Moare probably got
his [ill of spineless diplomacy,

Hi Gill was high man.

ON A VOYAGE WITH STEVENSON

Famous Poet In Vividly Recalled by
Mr. Huartog,

FPORTLAND, March 4-—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Your editorial on "Robeft Louls
Stevenson” brings back to mind the
trip from Hawall to Samoa which he
and his wife took on the 8. 8 Marlposa,
the yvear of the Chicage World's Fair.
How well I remémbér the first impres-
sion on seeing them take thelr seats
opposite me &t the captain’s table.
The slim, kindly man and the robust,
short-haired wife, His long bilack
hair. his Tinely chiseled features, the
black mustache and goates nll be-

lgpb}i" the poet nnd what more natural

than my question if he wus Mr. Steven-
son., Acquanintance sprang into friend-
ship with this gentle, lovable fellow.
I can still see him on deck with u
bevy of friends couaxing for a remin-
igcence,

Mr=. Stevenson on board ship was
consplecuous for her lack of conven-
tionality, appearing ss u rule in a
Mother Hubbard and her curly, short
locks hanging loose uon her shounlders.
One of her hobbles was odd jewels I
happened to wear a red Mexican opal,
which took her eve fram the very
first meal, and—well, nothing would do
but she must have that upn,L and we
made an exchange, 1 consoling myself
that I had a souvenir of the wife of a
beloved world-famous character. By
the way, his wife carried her fewels
in & Swedish-mateh box. No satin-
lined bljouterie case for her, nay, nay,
the box was In keeping with the

pAMother Hubbard.

Among the many kodak wplctures I
took of Stevenson was the oneo where
his men came with his bout to take
him from the steamer to shore, for
we anchored a long distance from the
Eamoan shore. The natives Iin thelr
gtriking uniform. raising thelr oars
In salute to thelr beloved master, cor-
talnly made & great pleture. Unfor-
tunately It was the season that the
Eastman people had greuat trouble with
their fllms, the year before they sturt-
¢d pulting the dates on the films and
ail my pletures on the trip around the
world were spollad, Those of Robert
Louls would have been the most dear
to me.

Friend Stevenson was very particu-
lonr to warn me, as he gave me some
of his books to read. that, not being a
native American, I probably would
have some trouble understanding the
many Scotch words he used In his
writing,. He was quite surprized, 1
remember, when I showed him that as
@ Hollander, the Scotch words were
much casler to me than they were to

an American, inaamuch as they greatiy )

reiembled the Dutch words.

Az Hawall surpasses Florlda In
beauty, so doee Samoa outshine Hawall,
in turn however to be herself outshone
by that wonderful gem—Ceylon. But
for a sweet, dear, kindly fellow like
delicate Robert Louis, Apia and Samoa
were certainly as If mede to order.
The sweetness of the Samoan people
geemed to harmonize with the very
look In those kindly eyves of Stevenson.
To have known him was to love him
and to love his memory.

JOHN H. HARTOG.

Law of Descent.

PORTLAND, March 4.—(To the #di-
tor.b—(1) A. and B, are married. A,
has children by a former marriage. R.
has no children. B. Lad some means of
lher own before marrying A. In case of
B.'s death, ¢an A. and his children
Ccinim E's property by law in Oregon?
(2) €an B. make a will leaving her
property to other relatives, disinherit-
ing A.? (3) Doses B, have to leave some-
thing to A. in her will to make IL
legal? A READER.

Under the statemeni of facts given,
A. Is entitled to hils courtesy rizht
in his wife's property, a Hfe Interest
in the income {rom one-half of her
ren]l property. A's children can take
none of the property of their step-
mother. (2) B. may make a will leav-
ing her property to relatives other
than her husband, A., but he still has
his courtesy right, which mu=st be al-
lowed before the beneficiaries take
under the will, After the death of A
the terms of the will may be cerried
wut, (3) B. does not have to leave

lanything to A. to make her will legal,
s but A. has his courtesy in her estate,

notwithstanding the will

- —

New Marriage Law.

PORTLAND, March 3.—(To the Edl-

tor.) —Kindly tell me where 1 may f{ind
out about the law requiring persons to
paes a physichl examination before
marriage, L. W.

The law providing for a madical ex-
amination before & marriage license
shall issue Is found In chapter 187, gen-
era] laws of Oregon, at page 350. The
law wae filed In the office of the Sec-
retary of State Fobruary 2§, 1913, and
went into effect June 3, 1815 It pro-
vides “that before any County Clerkin
this state shall issuec n marrjazgsa -
cense the applicant therefor shall file
with the Clerk from whom such llvense
Is sought a certfficate from & physiclan
duly authorized to practice medicine
within the  state, made under oa
within ten daye from tha date of filing
the same, showing that the male per-
gon thus sseking to enter the marriag:
ralation is free from contuglous or in-
fectious venereal disease.”

Petition Pests

By Dean Collins.

|'I'Iu: Spring is the season when every-

thing
From seeds Into stalks, buds and blos-
somsa doth spring,
And poets nre wont, almost every day,
To tune up thelr lyres and uncork a
new lay,
And sweetly to sing
Of thi= or that thing
Theat blogsoms and burgeons affd bursts
in the Spring:
My apirit agrees
With songe such as these,
But 'mid all the Hower song stunts, I
youn please,
I have my most deep disapproval to
fling
At the ¢rop of petitions that blooms in
the Spring.

While earth iz a-spreading her blanket
of bloom,
And April’s light undeérwear’s still on
the loom,
In highway or byway, whercever you
1all,
Youw fiad nomination or elae the recall,
While field, wood and fell
And eke bosky dell
Is doing the bloom stunt and dolng it
wall,
Ipspringing and brave
On curbstons and pave
The leaves of petitions do bud forth
and wave,
And swift circulators are ever awing
Al boogting petitltons thet bloom in the
Spring.

*Tis vain In vexation to splutter and
stamp®*

Decline the petition or plead writer's
cramp;

rom one circulator you beat a retreat,

ing the street.
You're harried and pressed,
And seiged by the vest
By recall or long nomination list pest;
They argue and squawk
And block up the walk,
You can't run ‘em off, although rudaly
you talk;
And thot's why [ burble and bellow and
aing.
“oh, hang the petitions that bloom in
the Spring!™

| =

r
[.\nd trip o'er the next as you're cross-
i

fwmnn TAXES AHE FAR TOO HIGH

Portland and Searttle Held as Paying
Too Much for Operation.
SEATTLE, Wash., March 4—(To the
Editer.)—The Oregonian and the ESe-
attle Times recently published editorial
comments on the comparative high

taxeg In Seattle and Portland.

It was very nice of The Oregonian to
aid the Times in reaching a conclusion
tonterning EBeattle taxes that pleased
the Times

Thes« editorials have rtaised in my
mind a question: What constitutes bur-
densome taxation? The correct answer
must be found in the consideration re-
celvedd for the taxes levied.

When these considerntionz represent
the reasonable neads and necessitias
of organized society, taxes will not be
eXCEESive.

It is the indulgence by soclety in the
things not needed and not necessary
for |its rational management that
miukes tuxes a burden.

The considerations needed and neces-
sary may be snumerated as follows:
Police and fire protection, schools,
courtg, executive and leglsliative of-
flcey, streals, roads, parks, docks, etc,

When the people vote for bonds lo
buy more jark and dock sites than are
required, and for resolutions authoris-
Ing double the usuzl number of fire-
men, and more than double the number
of firéchouses needed, Is It not time to
reflect & moment snd to consider the
consequences that may follow such =
pollcy of extravagance?

Are the people or are the officials
at fault for the muccess of mensures
authorising such nesdless expendi-
tures? It may truthfully be sald that
both the people and the officials should
ghare the blame, the officlals for sub-
mitting questlons of financial import-
ance only to some small but organined
party, or loeality, that will campaign
in their favor, and the people for ne
lect to register and to organize and
yote against the measures proposed.

The taxpayver has been attending to
his daily business and has neglected to
Zive any time and little consideration
to hie yearly duty of paying taxes. The
remedy is clear—the taxpayers should
organize and falithfully follow the nd-
vice given them by the orzanization
if they would s&ld in an effort to re-
duce taxes

It Is commrendable public spirit that
would compare Portland with Seattle
to the Iatter city's apparent advantage.
It did not seem to aocour to those mak-
Ing the tax comparison with Portland
that the people and the of
your elty might have
travagant than thg people
of nttle,

Waste of public fands in
should not excuse like waste i
and it should not be T

be equalized in assessment, and
both places giving llke conslderation
to the people In return for the taxes
paid.

Lot us compare a4 one thousand dollar
property ass d in Portland
and San Francisco, respecti

Portland asscsses property
cent of lts value, its tax rate being

rate the pravious year. Seattls us-
gesges property at 60 per cent of Its
vialue, s tax rate beling .04387. Ban

cent of its value, {ts tax rate belng
02042

tion fn each city for th
Valoo., Assepsed,
Portisnd .....S$HiW ET50
Sexttls ..... 1My oim
San Francleco. 1000 ()

tnxen,

The same property In
have been taxed:
Portinnd
Heatile . =
San Franclseo ..

Portland a
to be extravagantly managed citiea
when compared with San Franclsco,

C. L LOOMIE,

trous io Welfare, Says Teaveler,
PORTLAND, March 4 —(To the Edi-

understated.

rigon on his<arrival at Mani

in the Orient, 1 visited lurge fin

all through the Far E

| tration was to give the Islands theh

t"::ijc:atl‘:tlt:nc-; and then allow them to
| have rovolution and get mixed uyp with
Japuan, which would be allowed {o 2¢lze
them. This Zame of diplomacy wux to
induce the Japanese to desist im their
plan to g&t & foothold in Mexica, This

diplomatie trade was common gossin all
through CHina E
Japnn has wonderful counl de

redgon Jiapan has c¢raved these |
for 40 years. Everyone in the F
knows whnt & chios“the present
eérnor has mades In the nancial and

to say that the riches of the islands ure
beyond cor

than Alanska, It does 1
differance what =mall =
to, with & pan of gravel you will
alwaye get n smull amount < )
country has notl besn pros
know some wondorful depo

There 18 enough lron ore und hard
woods there Lo ] Lt If
years after all ot r it ore deposits
gnd hardwood forests have heen ex-
hausted. E, W. McEWEN

Women as Jurors,

the Editor.)—1. Undeér woman suffra
In the State of Oregon, can women
drawn on the jury the same as men?

If drawn?

in all laws as men?
A SUBSCRIBER,

I. The lagality of woman's serviee

vars, hut women have served in sev-
eral Instances,

2. 1f women are legally competsnt
s0 If drawn,

3.—Yes

How to Get Patent.
PORTLAND, March 4.—(To the E
tor.)—Pleage tell me | Lo proce
the cost, ete.. to obtaln a patent throy
the Patent Office at T
A SUBSCHIBER.

—

It is advisable that thie =
registéared patent stto 2
—_—————

srvives of a

Le¢ Secured.

Tommy Ix Late at School.
Harper's Bazar,
Teacher—Tommy Slimson, have you
any good éxcuse [or bef Iate® Tomny
ibeaming) — Yes, ma'am Teacher —
What 2 1t7T Tommy— Waflfles,

poration of the F
filed tomorrow by H.
proposed to build a ra

land to Seattle and the

road commissions 1r
today. The one chosen

George M. Waggoner, of Bentos
The rallronds have recognized
other commission is composed of

Council that in 1885 the clty did

Hiable to
elther city to be less extravagant than
the other.

Comparison of tax rates, 1f useful
at all, should be made between a city
with a low and a city with a high tax
riste, the property in eanch municipality

Beuttle
nat 75 per
027, an increase of 005 over its tax

Francisco assesses property st §0 per

The people recoive like considera-

. At alels e 10_47
i Seattle are thus shown

BUSINESS DEPRESSED BY POLICY.

Democratle Rule In Philippines Disas-

wr.)—1 huve just returned from the
Phillppines, and wish to say that Mr.
Dean Butler's disclosure of affairs in
the izlands is absolutely correct, If not

The speech of Govarnor-General Har.
L WaAs A
repudiation of the Americans in offics
in the Islands While I was in the
islands T came In contact with some of
the largest business Iinterests, The
stories they told me of the depraciation
in value of real estate in Manila nlone
ran In the million® of pesos. Property
vialues dropped 50 per cent after Gover-
nor-General Harrlson arcrived, While
In
Canton, Peakin, Hongkong, Shanghal,
Nankin and othep citles, and was in all
the forelen colonles Of course the
conversation always turned to the Phil-
Ippine situation. It wasx common tallk
st that the pol-
fcy laid down by the present Adminis-

ervone knows that
3 but
no iron orée. The only fron ore of any
valus 18 in the Philippinés For this

businese world of the islands 1 wish

nputution, and If we weore
to hold them for %0 vears they would
prove one hundred times more yaluable
10t mike any
reATH YOUu gZo

d. The
ted, and 1
ts of gold
will be discovered there before. Jong.

1d for 100

PRAIRIE CITY, Orf., March 2—iTo

2. Will they ba compelled to serve

3. Do women bave the zame righta

on u jury i= questioned by some JuWw-

to serve, Lthey can be compelled to do

hington, . C,

Twenty-five Years Ago |

From The Oregonlan of March-5, 1580,

Charleston, W. Va, March 4.—Threo
rFival eclaimants today took the outh
Of office us Governor—Nuthun B. Gefl,
W. AL Wilson and President Carr. of
the Senaze.

Washington, March §{—With simple,

solemn ceremony Benjamin Harrison
was " 1

¥ cted into the highest of-
fice within the gift of the American

people.

Seattle, March leg of incor-
Septile &
will be
Nelil, Fred

Northern Railway

E. Sander and Thomas J, Wi

road from Port-

nce to Blalne,

Salem, March 4—The

latnre is composed of J. E
Baker; G. W. Colvig, of
Robert Clow, of FPolk (

ernor Pennayer and W. H. Bige
other member nppointed by the

ernor, €. P. Church, having declined to

HeTve,

The Superintendont of Streels, W. 5
Chapman, has reported to the City

P

linear fest, the following new wor
Sidewalke, 51,768; crosswalks, ST06
mucadam, 15278; bridging. 1447 grad-
ing, 24.880; sewers, 16,085; bltuminous
rock pavement, 200.

Bids for the erection of the Palmen
Garten Theater, to bhe built for Otlo
Nussleér at the southesst corner of
Washington and Ninth streets, were
opened at the office of Otto Kle
vesterday. Jacob Krimbel was awarded
the carponter work at $31L.350.

The contract for setting the poles and
stringing the wires for the Willametta
Falls Electric Company from this
to the company’s station at Wi
Fulls, has been let to John 3
of the Postal Telegraph C

A. R Campbell will lecture this even-
ing at Mawonic hall on “Alaska.™

It is quite probable that
rion . Mulkey left no will, least,
none has bean found. Mr. Mulkey of
ten eald that a man free from debt had
no occasion to make a will, ag the
law would draw just as good a vne as
he could.

1e late Ma

At the annual school mesting
Evening the directors, w -
purchase a site for a =chool
lund Helghts

Yesterdany the Portland
vereln celebrated their
gras carnival with an im
in the afternoon and u
rade dance in the Meci
at night.

masque-
Pavilion

J. K. (Fritz) Emmet made his first
appearance at the New Yark Theater
last evening.

Half a Century Ago

&

From The Oregonlan of March 5, 1564.
Tha Washington correspondent of the

Sacramento Union says Mr. Chiase has
Appro d the plan for & new mint al
San Franclsco, Oregon needs and pust

have & branch mint, a blll glving her
one beaing now bafore Congris:

Walker, writing to a 1
at Wash Lon, say¥s that the re
tion In Iropelki sentime nt, €
in England and France, o {av
North s astound Sinece the victory
of Grant al Chattancoga and
cons of Banks In Texas the tri
Atluntie rebels huve become thors
ly cowed and unwillinsiy admit
t’]m Confederacy Is In its last gasp,

Robert |

Cervallis, Feb. X0 Rev. T
addressed the cit
the 25th on the “Greatness of the Amer-

ens of ¢

jcan Natlon.

Ths &
veral sidewxlits and swa
eral buildl in thoe city.
is In o wret egndition
flowing of a siream througl
ter of i1, wlhilch has w
4@ gully., The Inhabila
! [Pirst stroet batw
10 waore stru
inroads of the elements (rom
in the morning till late In the

Lerday.

wm of pight before laxt raised

He

gling

']"],.unp,-n:. :..-Hp;-.:u: s hraovwe sl
brick from the Owyhee mlne:

plajuly

hiee and its ledges ¢
in a map of this new re-
jbitlon at the O. 5. N. Com

The Ow
marked (
Elon on exi
pany's office

These dark nights 4 luntern in o very
ficoeptable article to have on the
stresots. We know frum experience the:
Al® 4 Very DNeCessary article, and Cran
dull & Towle. 53 ret Streel, near
Washington, have finest kind.

The steamer Wilson G. Hunt has been
loaded to h utmosy the past six
trips with passengers and frelght fus

the mining regions

Personal Attack Hebuked,
PORTLAND, Or., March 4—{(To the

a lettns

Editor.) — The following |=
which ghows that the statemes
Oregoen Journal March 3 have §
migstated factz with what appears to
be & malicious intent to Injure

Portland, March 4, 1914—To Wheom Wt
. =
At baildi

siructural
the last date

selr o Lh

4 e b m Variety
“;r:”;i',_. 5 ering linea, The
informautic ¢ Dragon Journal
of Mar T uth " o
nished an L

(Signed)

In the name of fair play and decency
in newspaper worlk, It is asiad b
vou publish this to refute the misstate
ments mode by the Journunl, which Ty
resorted to person ingtead of
fairly and honestly discussing the meter
question on IS INerite, ) -
GFEORGE RAE.

Answers All
Your Wants

g hns become
hardly a
doas

nne

w0 a| thap t L |
busin or a profession tha
not keep {tsalf befare the people by

ans of advertising.

pers ax The Ore-
gonian are a handbook of informa-
on all questions ol ¢ and
ling. whether it be merchiundise er
afessional services
You are siving a 41

ch newsp

flowers for t tahle
vou get them? Look
paper.
You want to rent # new ouse

What houses are nvallable? Look
in the newspaper.
Your uri Where in a
- | the newspaper
flme ¥yoOou =say
u will find
ian or any

glsall T et 117 )
wer in The Oregon
r reliab ewNpUper

Form ths of refearring cen-
tinuglly to the advertieements in
your newspaper-—and the lonser and
tizhter the habit clings to vou, the
eagier will be your solution of all
the every-day qguestions that might
otherwise he troublesome to you.—
Adv.




