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WATCUHMAN, WHAT 0' THE NIGHT?

The Oregonian has observed that
the scum of the new political move-
ment in Washington swiftly and uner-
ringly rose to the surface in the recent
bolling commotion &t the soap-box pri-
mary, for the candidatess who were
nominated can aonly be described ade-
quately as belng the lmit It is not
surprised to find that its opinlon is
fortified, and a lttls more, by the
North Yakima Republic, a newspaper
printed in the heirt of Washington
affairs, and therefore in an admirable
position to know what is golng for-
ward. The Republic has a good deal
lo say on the subject, A paragraph will
give & clear notion of the Indignant
editor's trend of thought:

Hodge for Governor, Faleomer and Bryan
for Congresmmen at Iarge; Landon, War-
burten asnd Goodwin for dlstriet congres-
pional candidates—The Lord preserve and
defend um!

We are golng to have a period of purlty,
honesty and devotion to the people’s causs
in the managenmant of our publlo affalre and
these are the Instruments chosen by the
lord to give It Now wouldn't thst
Jar you?t

Hodge. the {lliterate egotint;
Prohibitionist fTor offfes only; Bryan, the
prince of all tho blatherskites; Landon, the
rotughneck;: Warburton, the ex-rallrosd tool;
Goodwin, the Sunday school snmoop—oan you
beag that hand?

The seiection of this amazing buneh of
demagoguen, trimmers, political scajawags
and whatnots Ly the people—ar by any ele-
ment of our population—wes somathing
that ecould: not be forwcasted. It wns un-
thinkahle hefore the soapbox primaries, and
It would be unbelievable now If we couldn't
mee for ourselves that it actually happened.

The Oregonlan s prepared to be-
Heve that the judgment of the North
Yakima paper ns 1o saome members of
this newest nnd most heterogeneous,
happy family is harsh, but as to others
it 1s as gentle as the dews of heaven
in contriast with the real merits of the
gsituation. There 15 enough unsavory
lewven to legaven the whole lump, for
the general average ls far below the
evel of any state ticket nominated by
any political party for any campalgn
in the history of the three states of
the Paclifie Northwest., The Oregoninan
is not unmindful of thea fact that some
pretty bad nominations have at times
been made by all the partiea; but this
progreseive group represents the very
acme of all political nndesirables, cast.
pffs and non-suches, May thers never
be another llke It, for the gake of the
state’s good name and fature welfare.

Good men submitted thelr names as
candidates to the Bull Moose primary
in Washington, but they did not get
ar. Paulhamus and Lawrence con-
irived merely to kill off each other;
Nelspn Durham wnas not wanted for
Congress; nor the high-minded George
H. Walker, nor the active, intelligont
and u=eful John E. Ballaina, These
men would be worthy cundidates for
any party; but they made the mistake
of thinking n party that professed to
be founded on the golid rock of the
ten commandments would not reject
them for roughnecks and roustabouts
ks Hodge and Landon. On the con-
trary, Hodge and Landon made run-
away races and easily proved that they
are precisely the candidates the great
majority of Bull Moopsers of one state
want.

The underiving difficulty with the
Progressiva party is that it is made
up of conflicting and inharmonlous
elaments, united only on the ¢common
ground of Mr. Rooasevell's candidacy,
but drawn there by different motives,
The Progressive party is composed of
the following groups:

io us

Falconar, the

(1) Theodora Roosevall.
(2) Candldates.
(3) The dissatisfled, restlesa. so.

cinlistic and unattached from the old
parties, who stay nowhere long

(4) Men and women who think the
ald parties are corrupt and decadent,
and that progresas is only to be had
through a new party.

The Oregonlan is willing to conceda
that the fourth group is the most nu-
mercus of &ll, and that lts motives are
not to be questioned, nor Its reasons
to be dismissed as unworthy of
thoughtful consideration. But It be-
lleves they have made a profound mis-
take In amsuming without sufficient
warrant that the Republican party e
reactionary and inefficlent, and in sat.
ting out to supersede and destroy it
for its transgressions and for Its ac-
ceptance in some states of unworthy
and selfish leaders. It Is fortunate In
the present great political crisis that
the Democratic party has n leader of
intellect, probity and sanity, with a
forceful and Independent personallty,
Since the course of the Progressiva
Party in the Nation has been to make
absolutely certaln &n overwhelming
Democratic victory in November, and
other victories thereafter, unless the
forces that through tradition, comvie-
tion and long experience are hostile
to the Democratic party again unite
and restore to the Government sure
guldence and stabdle pollcles,

It has often been sald that there 1s
now very littla difference between the
Republican party and the Democratie
party, either In character or inm pur-
poses. If that should be so, it is some-
thing not to be deplored, but to be
commended, for it scems to be a guar.
anty that in whichever party’'s hands
the Government shall be reposed, there
will be carefnl and conservative direc.
tion and falrly honest service. We as.
sume that not even the Progressives
will profess that the rank and file of
thelr party are superlor In morality,
patriotism or intelligence to the mem-
bershlp of the other partles. They
have, however, clnimed a deeper In-
gight Into the nature of the problems
confronting the country, and a more
responsive moral and Intellectus] im-
pulse to solve tham on o basis of social
and Industrial juostice.

There are about =ixty-four planks In
tha National Progressive platform, and
with the larger part of them the aver.
age citizen, of whstever previous or
present political faith, finds himself in
accbrd. But there i= violent disagree-
ment over some of them—such as the

Ltrwst plank, the initiative, minimuom
wage, woman suffrage, and a few
others. The Oregonian can selsct at
least forty planks—no child labor, one
day’s rest in seven, safety standard for
wage earners, falr compensation for
Industrial accidents, the short ballot.
stringent laws against bribery and the
llke—to which thera wiil be, for 'here
ought to be, no dissent whatever.
What have the Progressives now ob-

228
s viously accomplished by thelir hasty

and [ll-conaidered action In abandoning
the Republican party? They have in.
sured Democratic success. They have
dealt a heavy blow 1o a party with &
long and honorable record. They have
put in ocontro!l a= leaders undeserving
men. They have retarded the pro-
gressive movement by dividing the
forces of progress, They have jolned
hands with the radical and seditious
element of the population and have
fostered the growing resentment
aguinst government and law, and have
wenkened the arm- of authority, They
have unloosened forces that it may be,
and will be, hard to control, and that
do not bode well for security, order,
mdaderation, sanity and real progress.
Are they prepared to accept so great
& responsibility ?

—

VISITING AUNT DELIA.

Willlam Howard Taft, pausing In
the affalre of n busy life, spent Sun-
day In the quiest little Massachusetts
village of Millbury, where lves 1In
quiet retirement his favorite aunt,
Delia., He spent the night in a downy
bed at Aunt Delin’s quiet home, en-
joved a simple breakfast under the
same delightful roof and put in a day
that was in keeping with the simple
life of a New England village with its
wholesoma life and surroundings. A
featura of the day wans a dinner in
| honor of Mr. Taft's [ifty-fifth birth-
day anniversary. The plece de resjist-
ance was pla made not by skilled
caterers, but by the loving hands of
Aunt Delin. Mr. Taft might have
fancied himself o part of thls calm,
untroubled village 1ife except for the
crowds that awalted hls every appear-
ance and the obtruslon of important
messages of state that could not walt.

Great as s the honor of belng
President of the United States and
many as are the rewards of a big role
In life, It may safely be sat down that

any envy the villagers felt of Mr.
Taft and his big part wus retarned
with Interest by the President. To

the man who has been denled it, there
iz something irresistible about the de-
Ughtfully simple environs of the coun-
try or villaga Often the greater the
stress of city activities through long
vears the more intense the longing
for the wholesome atmosphere of rural
hounts.

The man who has faced the pressure
of blg deeds, or active city life, can
hardly turn back, nor Is It probable
that he would remain content with the
almple life. The germs of big things
and blg activities are In hls veins. It
haos come to be his Ufe. ¥Tet he s
able to see the subtle beauty of the
lesser sphera in all its allurement,
Who, great or small among the temse
mvorkers of the city, has not been
moved by the sentiment?

WOODSCRAFT AND INSTINCT.

Hardship and losy of life occasion-
ally follow the expeditions of city-bred
nimrods Into mountain fastnesses,
which indicate that civillzation has
quite effectually removed those In-
stinets and understanding of woods

eraft which were Inherent In primi-
tive man. Lost In forests and moun-
tains, the man of the city who must

fall back on his Instincts to get him
out of the tangle finds them sadly
blunted, Or, if he has learned to read
directlon from the heavens, he lacks
thet capacity to adjust himself to the
life led by the crestures of the fast-
nesses, The Indian or skillful woods-
man |s frequently able to thrive or
experience little inconvenience in a
region whera the clity man, with his
blunted instincts, must perish,

The man who has lived close to Na-
ture knowe her mways. To him the
| heavens are an infallible compass, the
suin his timeplece, He is quilte at home
in the remotest wilderness. He knows
where Nature has secreted roots and
herbs that, in dire emergency, wWill sus-
taln him. If there !s game, big or
small, the secret of possession is slmple
to him. The ele¢ments have no great
terror for him, for he has learned to
overcome the inconveniences of
weather.

The plty of the tragic death of three
voung men in Alaskan game haunts is
thit they wera not remote from succor.
It appesrs that they passed o siream
that would have gulded them Lo salt
water and rescue had they followed lts
course. Instead, lncking that knowl-
edge and instinet which Is the woods-
man's safeguard, they atalked almless
Iy about in an environment as danger-
ous and hopeleas to them as that of a
fish removed from water.

HOW THEY TAX IN BEITISH COLUMBIA.

The following letter presénts certaln
inquiries that are uppermost in the
minds of many persons who have been
studying the tax issues now bafore the
voters. The questions asked have been
given importance by frequent refer-
ences made to British Columbia by the
Single Tax propagandists In Oregon:

Modford, Or., Bept 14—(To the Editor.)
—When was the poll tax abolished In Ore-
gon? When was 'single tax adopted in
British Columbia? TWWhat la ths Alfferstice,
It mny. betwesn the tax symtem there and

the proposed zraduated single tax?
R CLAREK.

The goneral poll tax was doubly re-
pealed by the Oregon Legislative As-
sambly of 1807. This act did not re-
peal the road poli or head tax, but
Multuomah County gave up attempting
to collect it about n decade ago be-
canse It was practicably unenforcible
S8ome localities continued to levy the
road tax with varied success, but it was
probably invalldated by the county op-
tion amendment adopted in 1910,

The single tax has never been adopt-
ad by British Columbia.

In Britieh Columbia the provincial
or state tnxes are levied direct—not
through the county tax officlals, as is
done in Oregon. The provinelal gov-
ernment levies and collects an income
tax throughout the province and col-
lects & personal property tax from
every person reslding in an unorgan-
ired district.

Municipalities derlve local revenues
from taxation of real property and
from licensas, They are permitted to
exempt improvements from taxation
and some municipalities, of which Van-
couver Is one, have done so0. Income
taxes and lcense taxes, which are not
contemplated by real zingle tax, are
collected in Vancouver.

The graduated single tax amendment
would inflict preposterous special taxes
on large land holdings, rights of way
and franchises unlike anything im-
posed in British Columbisa, No provi-
sion iz made for an Income tax such
as British Columbia coilects. It does
not provide for dirsct taxation by the
Atate and its exemption of personal

ized as in British Columbia, ]

In its practical workings the Ore-
gon amendment, because of its exemp-
tion of all improvements, personalty
and [ncomes, and because of the weak
wording of the graduated tax provi-
stons, would inflict & much greater tax
burden on land than does the British
Columbia system. In fact the two
plans sare similar in only the most
shadowy way. There 18 a greater re-
gemblance to the British Columbla tax
systam in the plan ambodied in the
amendments preséntad by “the State
Tax Commission than in the graduated
tax amendment. But to follow it close-
ly the Tax Commission's plan would
need another amendment giving coun.
tles or cities the right to exempt im-
provements uand personal property
from taxes levied to produce revenues
for strictly county or clty purposes,

FRIOTS 0OF UNREESTRAINED MURDEE.

Murderer Sneed, product of 8 wide-
spread American dlsregard of human
life, has clalmed the life of another vie.
tim, after having been permitted his
freedom following the Inability of =&
Texas jury to conviet him for the mur.
der of 2 man who made derogatory
remarks asbout Mra. Sneed. This sec-
ond victim Is the son of the first, one
Boyce, It appears that the son eloped
with Mrs Sneed and the father after-
wards made oncomplimentary remarks
concerning her character, remarks
that while not excusable nevertheless
would appear to have been well
founded.

No doubt the elder Boycoe wsa per-
turbad at the conduect of his som in
eloping with a married woman. As the
father of the male half of the elop-
ing duo it was guilte natural that he
should lay much of the blame upon
the woman. Had his paternal chagrin
asserted itself In the murder of the
woman's husband his act would have
been entirely as justifiable as the
course “adopted by the husband. The
element of inane sex sentiment being
absent he would have hanged, of
course, whereas the husband is turned
at large with the stamp of partial ap-
proval and approbation upon his foul
deed.

No surprise need ba occésloned by
his second usurpation of the powers
of judge, jury and executioner. If a
jury swwould not hang him for tha mur-
der of an Innocent relative of his
wife's betrayver, why then surely the
law would commend him for slaying
the paramour of Mrs. Sneed. As he re-
flected upon the wrongs growing out
of his wife's Inconstancy, what In-
hibitlons were there to restrain his
morbid impul=e to wipe out the score
in bloodshed? His fearlessness of the
law Is reflected in his manner of exe-
cuting the second victim. Bearing a
veritable arsenal he opened flre with
an automatic shotgun. When victim
No. £ had fallen before the cowardly
fus=iliade of buckshot, Assassin Sneed
proceeded to search out the authorl-
ties and surrender himself together
with the instrument of executlon and
two automatic plstols,

Now the significant thing In the
Sneed murders, it wiil be readily re-
called, is the fact that he previously
had an opportunity to slay his wife's
paramour, anfl at a time when his
erimea would have had the aspect of
impulsive action. That was when he
found the e¢loping couple at Winnipeg.
But he wwas able to restraln hls mur-
derous impulses there for the very
sufficlent reason that Cnnadian lsw
does not wink at wanton 'taking of
human life. Sneed knew that he
would be hanged in Canada, and hav-
ing & well ordered regurd Tfor his
cowardly carcass he awalted an oppor.
tunity under more favorable environ-
ment. His latest murder shows all
the elements of mature deliberation
and ocunning preparation. Doubtless
he reflected carefully upon thas out-
¢ome of his act and concluded that
no harm could possibly result to him.
That he waa disinclined to take any
chances with his own wretched life is
indieated not only by his display of
restralnt In Canada, but by the cow-
urdly methods of murder pursued by
him In Texas,

TROUBLE IN THE LEARNED WORLD,

H. C. Bastian's work on thas pature
and orizin of living matter secms atl
last to have Impressed the orthodsx
solentists a little, not much, to be sure,
but still & Hitle. He may esteem It &
triumph to have impressed them at
all, for there is no bigotry more nearly
Impregnable than that of established
golentific opinion. Any settled con-
viction, svhether In blology or theology,
or any other department bullds an
economic machine around f{tself by
which many people earn thelr living,
so that any change not only implies
Intellectual disturbance, which s bad,
but mlso the loss of money, which i=
worge. We do not gather that at the
last meeting of the British' Associa-~
tion for the Advancement of Sclence
there was any direct mention of Bas-
tian's views and experiments, but in-
directly they stirred up a good deal
of discussion. The president, Profes-
sor Schpnefer, went so far as 1o =say
that the present scientific views of
the pature and origin of life were not
necessarily Inspired. Professor Oliver
Lodge, who grows more progressive as
he grows older, comforted the learned
world with the assurance that Bas-
tian's results do not thresten rTe-
vealesd rellgion, while Ray Lancaster
thought It made Httls difference
whether they did or mot. What he
wanted was the truth.

Revealed religlon has scented dan-
ger In pretty nearly every advance
that the human intelligence has made,
but the peril has usually turned out
to Be Imaginary. No doubt revelation
{2 just as true today as It ever wns
and it need fear no more terrible ca-
tamitlies than It has undergone al-
ready. Like She, from the fire it
always comes out brighter and more
vigorous than before and takes & new
lease of life from threatened destruc-
tion. It would be difficult for even
the most timid plety to polnt out any
genuine danger to faith in Bastlan's
investigations, All he does is to put
some sallne solutlons in sealed bottles,
after thoroughly sterllizing them, and
await developments. To destrov any
germs of life which his sclutions
might contain surreptitiously he sub-
fects them to high temperatures. He
also takes Infinite pains to prevent
any germs from slipping In unawares
while he Is sealing the bottles, so that
it is fair to concede that thers are no
{iving matter and no eesds of life In
his liquids when he sets them away on
the shelf.

After they have stood awhlile undie-
turbed, strange events begin to happen
in them. In the first place a littls sadi-
ment collects at the bottom, which is
no more than a deposit from the sol-
id= in solution. Thers 13 nothing sur-
prising in this. Sediment coliects in
all sorts' of bottles. But in the course

of time Bastian'a sediment iz found

seen to consist not only of inanimate
particles of saline matter and silicates,
but with thess are mingled wonderful
iittlo creatures which may possibly be
rlive. Bastlan ssserts that they aro
alive, and for this heresy he has been
excommunicated by the British As-
socidtion, which refuses even to pub-
Hsh his experiments. It is as If a
minister of the gospsl were to demy
the divinity of Jesus, or hold that thel
Beast in Revelation had eight heads
instead of seven.

Like other heretics Bastian 1s pug-
naclous and he has not copsented to
be sguelched. He hne published a
book in the face snd eyes of the Brit-
ish Association, giving an account of
his experiments on the origin of life.
The book i= in the Portland Publie Li-
brary, whera anybody may obtain It
who wishes and find ont precissly
what the rising storm In the scientiflc
world iz all about. The reader should
not commit the error of thinking that
Bastian's experiments are easy (o re-
peat. Anvbody can put a little soup
or grual in a bottle #nd obtaln lving
organisms by letting It stand in =
warm place, But that signifies noth-
ing, bacauss theéy come from germs
already pressnt’ What Bastian does
is to destroy all the germs and secds
of werms by heat before he seals the
bottles. If life appears after that
somsthing marvelous has happened
and Bastlan not only says it does ap-
pear but apparently he proves It
The creatures which manifest them-
selves in the sediment of his solutions
present all the phenomena of living
beings, as far as the cye can detact
and, marve! upon marvel, they die and
reproduce themsolves. He Hias seen
them do it and the reader himself can
all but see the processes golng on in
tha plietares of Bastian's book.

Still the orthodox members of the
British Assoclation malntain that
Bastian's observations are all [lluslon,
or if not illuslon at least they are a
blunder, Thoy saplently explain that
the creatures in the Dbottle merely
slmulate Ufe and that the “reproduc-
tion” svhich he fancles he sees going
on {s nothing more than a species of
crystallization. Now Hearbert Spencer
maaintained long ago that crystals were
lving things Ir a way. At least they
exhibited many of the phenomena of
life in his oplnion, particularly that
of reg coducing thelr kind, For this
he was laughed at, but now comes ths
President of the Britlsh Assoclation
in all his glory and says, In full
panoply from hie scientific throne that
Spencer was probably right. The read.
er will discern how gminous the signs
are. In all probabllity before a great
while we shall have to forsake our
long-cherishad bellef that life orlgin-
ated once and for all in some miracu-
lous way at the beginning of things
and that the marvel never can happen
again. The chances are that it is hap-
pening daily In all parts of the uni-
verse. Glven the same causes, we are
likely to get the same offects now as
a blllion years ago and who shall say
guthoritatively that the causes aro
not the same today as they were then?
The bold assertion that they are not
Is meres guesswork, It wounld not sur-
prise us to heéar In & year or two that
Bastlan's experimoenis &re the most
important events in the history of
modern sclence. Newton was ridiculed
by orthodox pundits when he pub-
lished his theory of universal gravita-
tion.

That excessive conversation Is dan-
gerous to life Is revealed in the plight
of a Philadelphian woman who = re-
ported to be talking hersell to death.
Constant use of her volee s utllizing
her reserve of energy. For while it
doesn't necessarily entall a strain on
the mind to keep up some varlaties of
feminine conversation, yet it does pre-
vent sleep, at least in the speaker,
and so her system cannot repair
wasted tissues or lay by reserve stores
of energy. The doctors examined the
woman's head in wvaln., Howevir a
lesion need not necessiarily be looked
for in such a case which may be
classified as one of the multitude of
psychic or nervous disorders, No
doubt the woman had an abnormal
volubllity sehich now takes this pres-
ent distressing form. While such
cases are rare, this one shows whaut
may follow overuse of the lingulstic
facultles and should serve as a warn-
ing to the talkative.

As a makeup artisf, old Father
Time is & maeter of consummate
skill, Which must hava heen fully
realized by the two old ploneers who
met Saturday in Portland for the first
time In fifty-nine years, What a
shork each must have experfenced at
noting the strangs makeup that half
4 century had Imposed upon the
other. Each must necessarily have
retained a pleture of the other as a
brisk, red-faced youth. To each the
time since theg last met must have
geemed short, A quarter of a century
ago seems as yesterday when one looks
back. Half a century must appear a=
but Httle longer. Therefors, try to
faney the emotions of meeting, bowed
by vears, your boylsh friends of yas-

terday.

Mr. Smith, potato king of British
Columbia, cannot show Oregonians
anything much beyond system in
handling, which, it must be admitted,
ia meeded. Nothing finer than Ore-
gon potatoes can be grown anywhere.

The mother of a Hght-weight

brulser, ssnt to San Quentin for
white slavery, cursed the detectives
for the “unbhappiness” they had

brought her. Her son, of cOUrse, wWas
not responsible for any of it

The ldea of Burns as the habitat of
cowboy and tinhorn is dispelled by
erection of the large and handsome
brick schoolhouse about ready for oc-

Cupancy.

When a man has his wife arrested
for staying out “after hours™ thou-
sands of asbused women ejaculate
“Humph!"

That gale Saturday must have been
reflex action of atmospheric currénts
consequent upon the Colonel's depart-

ture. 4

The Governor is now after the
“higher-ups,” which, if continued,
may lead him out of sight.

. Fifty carloads of clover seed in ona
{tem explain why the Yamhill banks
gre rull of money.

Reports of excess of births of boys
in the Northwest must mean war in
the horoscope.

Al
McCredie must get a dozen af Bill
Rapps next season.

Bull Moose on the Natignal com-
mittea must vamoose.

itor.)—In an editorial in The Ore-
gonlan recent!y you rap the Oregon
Messenger and many others of this
state whom you call “sentimentalists
who cry olit against exact retributive
justice.” It is possible that many of
your readers figured out from your
opening sentence, “poor yuung Donald
Stewart!" that the accuser, more than
the acoused, was guilty of that terri-
ble thing—sentimant,

1 presume mo=t of your accusSed are
not ashamed of the sentiment that
actustes them In seeking to abolish
capital punishment, but It seems
strange to be accused of following a
feeling more than reason by thosa who
iive In glass houwes. I have seen a
prominent attorney, in A rage. leave
his pew in a church and walk out
becausa of hls sentimen® in the mat-
ter, while I was pleading for the
abolishment of capital punishment. 1
have heen called names and jumped on
by ministers of the gospel who wara
long on the bittar sentiment of Te-
venge or iove for the family of the
murdered, but short on reason or love
for the lost sheep that commlitted the
murder and his family., So It sesms
to me that it is hardly fair for Thes
Oresgonian to call all of us who believe
In the abolishment of capital punish-
ment “sentimentallsts,” If that means
anything very bad.

But why call names any wayT Sen-
timent is n good thing: lifs without it
is cold and barren. Reason ian u good
thing: without it we would all be at

sea In the solution of such problems
ns the one befors us. We will have to
get our heads and hearts into this

problem If wa ever solve It; the sooner
the bettar., Since I have been up and
down the wstate discussing this prob-
lem with all sorts of people, I should
like very much to give you and your
readers what I have found to be the
pravalling sentiments.

1 am sure I concur with the Oregon
Messenger In that the most commen
sentiment In our stats Is that of re-
venge. The primitive law of claw and
fang is still deap-rooted. To smnap
buck, to take an eye for an eye and a
toocth for a tooth—to kill Roberts be-
cause Roberts killed BStowart—is the
feeling which rules many, and has a
lingering hold on most of us, whether
we are ruled by it or not. But the
saner jodgment of our day saym that
revenge should have no place In our
novel, or on the stage, or in common
things of life.

Most of our modern penologists de-
clarg that punishment Is nmot an at-
tempt on the part of the stats to dis-
panse exact justice, but is an attempt
by the menns of fitting penalty fto
protect soclety and reform the crim-

Inal. The framers of our Oregon state
constitution have expressed it thus:
"Lawse for the punishment of crime

#hall be founded upon the princlple of
reformation and not of vindletive jus-
tico”—Art. 1, Seec. 15. The anclent
idea thai the state can right every
wrong hy an exact retributive justice
in no longer held by any nation or
state In general practice, and the fool-
Ing that it ought to prevall In capital
offenses iz born In the fevered brain
where the sentiment of revenge over-
shadows the saner judgment

Thre is another sentiment which I
meet most everywhere T go, It Is the
righteous Indignation of the people—
nearly all of them—toward the mur-
darer. There I8 and ought to bhe In
evary human breast a feellng of ab-
horrence for willful murder. It Is
wholesome and right for the poople to
rise In holy Indignation ngainst this
horrible grime. There s good reason,
too, for the people to view with aluarm
and awe the prevalence of crime in
this land of ours, where over §000
homlicidal crimes are committed annu-
ally, and stlll Inoroasing. As far as I
know those who would like to see cap-
ital punishment abolished are Jjust as

Keenn Ih  thelr apprehension of the
enormity of murder o® others. It s
wrong to assume, as The Oremgonian

does, that we do not want a man pun-
lshed who commits any such terrible
crime. No one Is advocating the abol-
lshment of all punishment just hecause
he says there s a sanar way to pun-

Ish  than by strangling. No one s
loning sigbt of the terribleness of
murder just because he reailzas the
futuiity of curing all the crimes of

murder by breaking a man's neck at
the end of a criminal caresr, Tather
than trying to get at the sources of
crime. Thers Are many of us who do
not ballave that capital punishment is
helplng us solve our problem of crime,
and atill we are smiting with our flats
ind stamplng with our fest and ory-
Ing: “Alns for the avil abomination af
murder in our Iand"” We trust, how-
ever, that
without revenge — without
our hemrts,

murder in

The s#lx murderers in the Oregon
State Penltentlary are In a secluded
corpar, and there Is no halo about

them or thelr cells. Thera cughlt to
ba enough sentiment of fellow fealinsg
to recogniza ths fact that these men
bleed 1f pricked, and that they have
been sinned against as well as sln-
ning. It is not sentiment but bare
ffacts to say that these men are
Erowths of our social order, and that
the blood shed by thelr hands Is par-
tially upon the skirts of soclety, 1If
there Is a deep feoling within me,
when 1 face these murderers, it ls the
hot indignation that soclety spends so
much of its wrath upon thess simpls
men and does not vent its wruth upon
the Institutlons that are breeding
eriminals. As a- mater of fact, very
lttle sympathy and feellng i wasted
upon the murdsrer, and we have o feal-
ing, too, that there ought to be more
fesling for hin family and for those
who are being led Into such criminal
CATeETH. PHILIP E. BAUER.

Buckeye and Horse (hestnut.

PORTLAND, Sept. 14—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Eindly explain the difference be-
tween & horse chestout and a buckeye.
One party claims a differencs betwasn
the two, while the other asserts it is
oné and the same thing.

A EUBSCRIBER.

The term “buckeye” is applied to
trees of the Aesculus genus thut are
Indigenous t¢to Amerlca. The horse
chostnut 8 of the same genus but 4if-
ferent family, and Is & native of the
Far Hast. There sare several specles
of the buckeye. The common or Chio
buckeye does not have such showy
flowers as the horse chestnut, its lauves
and roots are polsonous, and the bark
and leaves exhale a stronger odor.
Callfornlia has & species of (s own,
and n shrub grown In the Bouth, which
produces edible seeds, Is also known
by the name "buckeye” The yellow
buckeye of the BSouthern Alleghanies
produces a frult that is not priekly like
that of the horse chestnut,

When Brotkers Own Jolntly.

PORTLAND, Bept: 15—(To the Edi-
tor.)—1. Two brothers, both married,
own a plece of property Jjointly,
horited from the familly estate. One of
them has children, the other hns not
The one without chlldren dles, then
what becomes of his Interest?

2. Can a person who deade a place
of property to a minor he appointed n
custodian or administrator of sald prop-
erty? BB

1. Tha !uterant-;‘.;gu to the living
brother.
2. Yes

Hint to His Sister's Hean,
Chlcago Tribune,

“Mr. Spooner, I think I like ron bet-
ter than any o' the other fellérs that
come to our house™

“Why so, Bobby™™ .

“Cause when you give sister a bo
o' candy she always turns it over to

me,"”

we are angry without sin—|

in- |

1 -

Two Things Are Promised Which Can-|
not Go Together, Says Writer.

PORTLAND, Sept. 12—(To the Edl-
tor.)—The farmetr will be helped by
the single tax and 'the clty wage-
earner, 100, sy the Fely fund ratalners.

The proof they give s ridlculously
atmple. The farmer will have his taxels
reduced: the wagEe-ocarner s to have
the post of living reduced by Incroased
production of food supplles on land
now =ald to be held In Idleneas for
speculative purposes,

This la mern vote-catching flummery
and it wil not deceive elther the
farmer or the wage-oarner.

Wages will Inevitably decrease If the
cost of Hving decreases, jJust as they
are bound, soomer or luter, Lo luvrédse
with the cost of living. This s one
of the fundamental laws of économics
that the singla taxers cannot abrogate,

Buppose It is granted, merely for ar-
guthent’s sake, that the single ifax
would reduce the farmer’s taxes 1T the
commodities he raises go down enough
in prios to be of any consequencs o
the city wage-earner — as the single
‘taxers claim will happen — then the
farmer certalnly will not be henefited.

It s only within recent years that
the prices of farm products have bueen
such that even o reasonable profit is
made by ths farmer. Whatever the
cause of the high coxt of living, It
isn't the farmer’s fault. He Is just be-
ginning to got & little of what {8 com-
ing to him for all his hard work and al!
the rigks he runs and the sacrifices
he makes for his roral isolation. He
is just beginning to find it poasible,
ns a class, to enjoy a few of the com-
forts and reflnsments of life—he and
hia family.

Now the Eingle taxer wants to re-
fluce the prices on the things he sclls
and send the farmer back to the hard-
sorabble days of 1838-06, with 56O cents
wheat., when the mortgage grew larger
instead of belng pald ofi

Luckily the farmaors see through the
scheme, I belleve they will vota solidly
ngainst the single tax In the Fall,
Just as the thinking city wage-earner
will do who reallzes the hollowness
and {ngincerity of the argument thrown
out s g bait to cateh his vote,

C. . LEE.

SEEKING PUBLICITY XNOT WRONG

Officialys, Like Merchanis, Wise in Rece
oguizing Value, Says Writer,

REEDVILLE, Or., Sept. 12.—(To the
Editor,)—If some of your oorrespond-
ents would think more of the great
good Governor Wes#t is trylng to do for
sin-ridden Portland Intead of letting
thelr mind dwell upon the advertising
part of the matter they would suraly
find themselves in line with the great
work our Governor is trying to carry
out, and instead of cheapening and be-
Uttling our Governor's motive, help us
to hold up his hands in this battie for
elvie righteousness,

Let the forces of law and order unite
in one common oause ngainst the sinks
of Iniquity which cumme our land. Let
us forget political differances and petty
Jealouslies, Lat us not be too nasty to
plant the dagger of an unjust sus-
pielon pgalnst the character of A4 man
who 1s trying to do something for the
common good, If Governor West Is
getting a Iot of advertising out of thias
affalr and is carrying on this crusade
for his pollitical advancement, then it
sgoms to me it s high time we should

begin to recogmnize the wvalue of ad-
vertising and put our stamp of ap-
proval upon the publle officinl who,

when he getn Into offioce, I8 not afrald
to do his duty. The publle official is
{ Hke the merchant. If he doean’'t ad-
vertise his goods In the leading paper
he is a dead one. If a publilic official
does nothing, we hear mothing of him,
and now becaune Governor West {a try-
ing to do something some fellow ac-
cuses him of playing to the grandstand

and advancing his political carcer.
Abraham Lincoln got plenty of ml-
vertising in Ivis time. He also ad-

| vanced his political cereer, and It took
| blood and treasure 1o convirees the
| gaplng world that he also carrled the
| goods, Come, lot thore bae unity of
actlon In the cause of rightoousness,
Let us stand with the Governor In his
titanle strugele against vice and Its
accompanying evils. 0. E. FRANK.

ROOSEVELT WANTED BEST OF IT

| Attitude on Delegates Reealls Practices
of Early Racing Days.
SALEM, Or., SBept. 18.—(Te the Edl-
tor.}=—Colonel koogevelt's position re-
garding delegates to the National con-

vantion wvery forcibly reminds me of
|an old sport's idea of things In the
|early days of Oregon's hlstory.

It will ba well remembered by all

1-‘;Id. settlers that 50 Years ago every
young man, and many elders, for that
matter, owned & race horse, Qulte fre-
quently they met upon E=some raco-
course to test the speed of the horses,
sometimes for the sport of i, but more
frequently for a4 wager. It was cus-
tomary nt theso meotings for the own-
jers of the horses to seolect judges 1o
|dectde which was the winner,

At one of these meetings a friend
of mine, an uncle, by the way, was so-
lected by an old sport ns one of the
judges In n race wherein sauld sport
was one of the contestants

The race was run and the horse my
unecis judged for loat. The owner came
around and complained to the Judge
and sald, “You should have demunded
a biggeor start.”

My uncle replied: *I guve your horse
all that he was entitled to, ns every-
body could see.” “Yes" replled ths
other, "but dldn't you know that I ap-
pointed you?' Thi=z was too much for
the old gentleman, and he called the
fellow down with suck a rebuke as to
greatly humillate the offender and at
the snme time made the old man one
of the most popular judges in that
locality for yaars afterward,

The Colonel appears to think Mo-
Cusker and the other Oregon delegates
ware instructed to vote for him, and
that, therefore, they should disregard
all law and evidence and be his willing
puppets, W. H, BYARS

SUTCPHEME BOSSISM FOR COLONEL
Sach Is Charge Growlng Out of (His)
Views on Delegates.

PORTLAND, Sept. 16—~(To the Edl-
tor.)—Colonel Roosovelt insists that he
was entitied to dirsct and control the
Oregon delegation to the Republlean
National Convention In (ts vote on all
issues ariging in that body, yet he has
o uss for bosses.

The Oregon law does provide that
its delegation to a National convention
srs to vote for the Presidentisl candl-
date recelyving a plurality of the party
vote cast in the primary. The Colongl
asserts the right to reverse this statute
at will and direct the delegates not to
vote at all. He persists in the doctrine
that =1l delegates are traltors If they
refuse to vote to unsoat any delegate
to whom he objects. His willl is law:
delegates have no responsibiiity but to
obey.

in the light of the Colonal's wisdom
our law Is very weak. BEach Presl-
dential candidate should be the supreme
boss in the handling of every delegnts
instructed for him. Muech money wounld
be saved since n proxy would be far
preferable to the delegats (n person.

T. J. FORDING.

Lighining Breaks Nasor.
Seaford (Del) Correspondent Balti-
more Sun.

In & severs eolectrical disturbancs,
lizghtring strock the house of Mra
Mary C. ‘Ross, tearing down the chim-
ney and cutting a hole in the roof.
The electric fiaghes chased over the
mirrors anfd broke a ravor In the hands
of Albert Jackson, who was shaving
a man io the barber shop of Willlam

J. Jackson.

PENDLETON, Or, Sept. 1.—(To the
Bditor.)—Under the caption *“Deriding
the People”™ you commant editortially In
The Oregonlan  September 12 on my
argument In the Vorters® Pamphlet,
which offers a text for stating my
position more clearly and correcting
SOIme wrong arsumptions tn your
nrtlcle:

A tax should be ko Iald that the tax
payer knows when he pays It, how
much he pays, angd what authorlty
levied the tax. When he knows these
things he can judge better whethar it ls
excessive and he can fix the responsi-
bility for iz A1l  these things sare
known now under our preseht system,
Our last Legislatore appropriuted §3.-
968,000 for 1812 against §1,385,000 TYor
1511, Tt is squarely up to the pressnt
Logislature to explain this prodigiouns
Incredse,

Pennesylvania and New Jarsey lavy
thelr =state taxes upon publin service
proprey, Incorporation feed and the
like, Blg business mnd crooked poli-
ticiany bave formed allinnces thers that
have not oniy besn n mource of graft
and scandgl locally, but & mebace o
the Natlon, Nobody hias to mnswer to
the people. The politiclans bleed the
public service corporations and trusts
and then license them to lay heavy
tribute tpon the peaple,

Then again the schoolhpuses, and the
olties, the little struggling clties aw
well a8 the blg ones, are located mailn-
ly unlong rallroads. School apd olty
and county tax levies fall upon these
public service properties to such an
extent that the loss of such revenue
would be A calamity to many and A
aorious blow 1o meost suoch local gov-
ernments,

This amendment represented by 304 Is
part of & prearranged scheme. It In
not merely permissive. There s an
ulterior purpose behind it all

The Governor says, 1911 mossage,
page € “The first and most important
step Is to provide for the separation
of the mources of state and local rev-
snud. When thia s done the stats will
raise its Tevenue principaily from
public service corporatinne, lecense foos,
inheritancen, or such other subjects as
the Leglalature or the peoplamay think
could best he handled by the State Tax
Commisslon.” No one who knows sny-
thing about state fininces belloves that
the state revenue could be “principally”
raised along these lines without plun-
dering local  governments of thelr
public service taxes.

Now then, this proposed new-fangled
divorcement provides for a state tax
upon such property at an averages rate,
and this average rete might, or might
not exceed that produced in the aggre-
gute by locul levies.

I also oppone this scheme for very
much the samo resson that I oppoas
single tax. The people who bought
thae bonds of rallroand school distriots,
citles and countles and the pesople who
voted thess bondw, and all those who
invested or located In uny of thess
localities hag a right to depend upon
the permunence of our system, and
thaerefore to expect publle ssrvice
property to be & fixed asset and to
bear its share In the malntalnance of
such Josal governments. To destrov
this arrangement now would be a blow
both to vlementary and highar educa-
tion und to clvic progress gonerilly.
Bo with land. It has been considered
honest to purchase land. Old fogles
even gommend the practice as prudent
and soclally desirable.

But now, since these Iinvesimonis
have been made under the ssnction of
Inw and custom, it is found that ths
whole schemo Is a public menace. The
individual 1s to bs the goat He hns
no rights that the public s bound to
respect.

Then again, your great City of
Portlund may some day 0nd herself
engaged In o competitive struggle with
other oltles such that economion for
your warking people may be necessary
to muelntain your position, or may ba
deatrable 1o glve You supréemacy,
Chaaper strectear firos, cheaper lxhts,
cheaper gis, cheaper public service of
every kind; these are the things that
may be essential 10 your existence ann
& matropolls,

Surrender this property to tha state
oy n source of exclusive state taxe-
tlon, permit your state politiciany to
rely upon & revenus such ke oan be
deriveg from it through a corrupt alil-
ance of crooked politicians and big
bosiness, nand you will soon find your
frunchise holding corporatione Investad
with ventedd rights In your streets and
in all of the privileges (ncident to
pabile service buszinpss,

These privileges are, and of right
ought to be. public property hold |in
trust merely by operating companies,
Biut whaen these shall be recognized as
vested righta and colned Inte moun-
tains of watlered stock. Portland’s
great opportunity as the future me-
troplis of Western Amearica shall hive
pussed. Boeecnuse of lhese Teasons, who
can’ doubt that 304 X, Yes In &
dungerous innovation which should ba
killed by voling 306 X, No?

C. P. STRAIN,
WHY NOT USE DOUBLE-DECIK CARS!
Portinnd Man Impressed by Thelr Util-
ity, as Demonstrated in Europe.

PORTLAND, Sept. 14—(To the Hdl-
tor:)—While on a recent wvislt to Eu-
rops and Great Britain, my attention
was called to the double-deck strest-
ear in use thers, and I wondered if it
pould not be used in our own city to
facilitate travel over tha bridges

While its appearance ls top-heavy,
and the winding outside stalrway at
the end looks somawhat unsafe for un-
wialdy people, accidents are practicully
nik. In the Bclentifie American of Aug-
ust %4 appesrs an article and ocut of
a double-deck oar, which 1s a decided
improvement upon the Britlah type, and
which s being tried onut in New York,
and 1f satisfactory will be Introduced
thera,

This agaln suggests the thought:
Could not these double-deck cars be
profitably used in Portland for the re-
{tef of congestsd traffic on both our
bridgea and chief bhusiness streets?

Whils on the sublect of cars I will
also say that the wheels of Britiah cars
wre entirely bullt in, making It Impaos-
sible to run over anything that may be
struck by the car. O B PTE.

Youngs 0ld Mald's Problem.

PORTLAND, Sept 14—4(To the EAdi-
tor.)—In The Oregonlan, Beptember &,
appeared an article on the conditions
which are causing 50 many women to
shun the marringe altar and choose the
1ife of spinster. The article so acour-
ately depicts the condition of the svaer-
Inereasing army, of which I ragreét to
say 1 am one, that I seek permission to
add an sarnest “amen" to the words of
my ©elster writer,

Jdf the world at large had any ldea
of the average old mald's longing for a
desirable husbend, the prevalent fesl-
ing of derison would gquiekly change
to pity. To live in privatldn, to strug-
Fle to overcome our natural motherly
instinets, to go out into the world and
of necessity underbid a man of family
to gain a position is indeed far from
the normal life. And for a means of
finding my way out of this condition
and into the heart of one who Is phys-
lealiy, as well as mentally and morally
w man, is my earnest plea. Surely
there are men who seek other than the
“whirlwind” woman, who desire for s
wite a real homebullider, one who ran
¢ook, sew, keep house, share his sor-
rows as well as his Joys and be a
mothkar to his children. But how uWre
we to find them? The one who ocan
answer this question can quickly wvan-
nuish the army of old malde and prove
himanif the hero of the hour,

A YOUNG OLD MAID WHO DOESN'T

LIXE HER JOB




