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M. TAFT ON RAILROAD PROBLEMS.
In his speech at Columbus Mr. Taft
Inred fn most positive terms his op-

n to ownership of tha rallroada
he Government. He summed up
ohjections in these threa stale-

. Lo wit:

i pecauss existing Goverament rail-
n) mankged w either the affl-
of priv manngaed

» raten charged are not as low
meneficlnl 1o the publie;
wopuld involve an ex
$12, 000, 00,000 to pc-
ways and the creg-
onnl deht

pliace In the hands
i power of control
s that the Imagina-
e. and would expone
utlons 1o danger

s cAn ho
dur popuiar in

These are sound objections. Yet it s
concelvahle that the evils arising from
private ownership may appesar 80 grave
to Induce the country some time to

accept Government awnership as a
remedy; especinlly If the abuses which
I hecome so notoriousiy flagrant
shall not be soon and effectually
check=d by contrel of law.

Fat a beginning has been made for

such controi: and It will depend on tha

determination snd fidellyy of the rep-

atives of the peaple to make it
asingly effective. If there i not
enough now, additlonal statutes

be snnctad. The country will not

run headlong Intoy Government own-
ilp, but will first employ all poxsi-

[+ means to secure effective reguln-

With one part aof Mr. Taft's remurks

we cannot agres. He withholds assent
from the argument that the present
rhysical value of all the rallroads of
the country =£hould be the basia of
rates—allowing only a fair profit on
gnch valuation. Mr. Taft says that
*land for terminals and right of way
and tha cost of construction have In-

crensed so enormously
thelr securliies
dividends a
any in

that tha total of

upon which they pay
interest s not much {f
eXCess present physleal
value.” Thig izs merely an opindon, with
whith most will be unable to agree.
Overcapitalization, in innumerable In-
stances, |5 4 very patent fact. But If
it isn't true, inguiry for ascertainment
of the real truth will not hurt the rall-
ronds and will satlsfy the country.
Closest gerutiny, under direction of law,
should be enforced hereafter, upon
every issuu of bonds, and there should
be o Issus, unless under condltions
expressly specified by law. The griev-
ance.of the country, or the grievance it
thinks it has, llea In the inflatlon of
stocks and bonds, on which the traffic is
expacted and reqiired to pay dividends.
Enc is=ue of new stocks and
bonds, to cover operations In Wall
gtreat, Increasas the burden of the pso-
ple, as they fully bellave; and they ob-
Ject taxation of thelr Industry,
through manipulation of trafMc rates,
to support these operations. But if the
peopls are shown that everything s
fair and the profits only moderats, they
wiil not be unreasonable in thelr treat-
ment of the rallroads.
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LET THEM TRY THE INITIATIVE.

The Oreganian has no  expactation
that the pasoples of Oregon will veto the
legisintlve blll appropriating (o the
Univerélty of Oregon the sum of §125,.-
(00 per year, now submitted to the ref-
erendum. The Linn County Grange has
g0 far had its way In opposition to the
university: but tha omnly result of Its
obstructive tactics will be, probably, to
embarrass the work of an important
state Inatitution for the ensuing year or
maore. The university will get on somea-
w In the meantime; but it will be
whject to just such periodleal attacks
it a methad shall not be devised for
determining definitely and finally the
proper amount of the stats appropria-
ton for the university.

The Oragonian has heretofore sug-
gested the initiative as & means of de-
termining the university appropriation

.

I problem.

We are to have a yes and no
vote by the people on the 3125000 ap-
propriation and nobody will be satisfied
\wnh the resul!, whatever it la, But a
bill appropriating a reasopabla sum
| under the Initlative would stand a good
|-‘hnn(‘°.. in The Oregonlan's opinion, of
removing the menace, for 8 number of
vears at least, that now shadows the
university and will bs over It con-
stantly untll there shall be an authori-
tative expression of the public will on
' the subject. There will be no referen-
dum <n an Initiative bill.

A FORT OF COLUMBIA YET.

The effect of defeat in the State Bu-
 preme Court of the Port of Columbla
blll will not be seriously falt by Colum-
bin River shipping Interests this sea-
son, as the O. R. & N. Co. has agread
to bear the burden of bar pilotage for
another vear and will also continue to
operate a tug service at the river en-
trance. .But It will bave the effect of
placing our commerce at the mercy of
the pilot ring for &t least anothér yesr
Mr. Farrell, the Pliot Commissloner who
bronght the suit. will continue to seil
beans and bacon In Portland and dis-
claim all knowledge of bars or bar
pilots, and the latter, eecure In thelr
Astoria retreat, will go out if the
weather sults them and remain inside
If it does not. They have had thinga
thelr own way so long that, as soon as
ths nervousness occa=ioned by the
hanging over thetr heads of the Port of
Columbla B!l has worn off, they will
resume thelr former attitude of doing
gs they please ragardless of the inter-
asts and desires of the port that ls pay-
Ing the bills.

Meanwhile the remedy is entirely iIn
the hande of the people of Multnomah
County. The Supreme Court has sald
that the Leglslature under the amended
conatitution had no businesa (o create
a speclal corporation. But this same
amended constitution provides a way by
which the people themselves may do
that very thing. There ian time before
the next regular election to prepare an
initiative blll creating the Port of Co-
lumbia and endowing It with all the
powers sought to be conferred by the
legislative act.

THE REFERENDUM CLUB.

The ease with which the referendum
can be diverted from Its intended func-
tion and made to serve the purposes of
a revengeful political machine I8
ghown In the fight which the Multno-
mah County Commissloners are mak-
ing on Sheriff Btevens. Ths County
Court, which had permitted a Demo-
ecratic SHeriff to have full control of
the county prisoners, Including their
feeding, enforced an old and almost
forgotten law and jook the prisoners
out of the control of Stevens, In order
that the Sheriff should still remaln the
evatodian of the prisoners, the last
Leglslature passed a law glving him
full control of them, inciuding thelr
feeding, at a rate more than 30 per cent
lower than that ‘which the court had
permitted hia Democratic predecessor
to charge. The County Court, not 1o be
thus defeated in ita attempt to
strengthen it8 politlieal machine, in-
voked the aid of the referendum,

Every employe at the mercy of the
County Commissionera was reqiiired to
gecure gigpatures to the referendum
petition, which was to serve as A stay
of proceedings, so that Stevens would
be deprived of control of his office for
the remainder of his term. One aged
bridgetander who refused to clrculate a
petition was promptly discharged from
the service of the county, and others
who were somewhat slow in fllling thelr
liets wepe threatened. By the ald of
such powerful pressure from the polit-
ical machine the County Court by &
narrow margin sscured the number of
names roquired by law and the petition
was filed,

Here wie & matter In which the only
question  Involved was whether the
Sheriff should hava control of the prla-
ouers, including . thelr feeding, or
whether this power should be given the
County Court. The remuneration fixed
by the lLegislature was so low that
there was no opportunity for a profit In
the transaction, although the County
Court, by careful mathematical calcu-
Iatlons, pretends to feed tha prisoners
at a lower cost than that which the
new law allowed, The opinion of the
people regarding the merlis of the ref-
erendum will not be improved by the
use to which it has been put In this
stite The County Court, which has
made of Its patronage, for which
the taxpayers are footing the bills, to
carry on a ssytem of petty private per-
secution ngainst as good a Sheriff as
Multnomah County hsas had, may yet
learn that they have erred in using the
referendum for such a purpose,

nEe

REAPING THE WHIRLWIND.

San Franclsco continues to advertise
to the world that nelther labor nor
capital Is zafe within lis borders. The
right of the American citizen to sell his
labor as he sees fit {s denled, and the
attempt to exercise that right is met
with assault from a mob. No other
city In the world's history ever strug-
gled to its feet so quickly after going
down befre such an awful cataclysm
as overwhelmed Ban Franclsco, But,
while the stricken city Is pulling itself
together and trembling from the phys-
ical shock and Injury inflicied on It by
the earthquake, it is belng subjected
to blow after blow from organized
grafters and the pecullir brand of or-
ganized labor found there. In every
other city on the Paclfic Const capital
can find openings where It will not be
placed in jeopardy from the assaults of
professional labor agitation, and labor
wlil find opportunities where It will not
be in peril of brickbats and firearms,

Under such conditlons it is but nat-
ural that both capital and labor should
give a wide berth to San Franclsco, and
that city must accordingly struggle on
under the present fearful handicap,
which wlill never ba lifted until every
law-abiding man in the city is permit-
tad to sell his labor at a wage satisfac-
tory to himself. In placing the blame
for this latest outrage, President Cal-
houn, of the United Railroads, correct-
ly states that thers will be no peaca
until public sentiment condemns the
practices of the meob which seems to
have control of the police and other de-
partments of justice In San Francisco.
But a public sentiment which approves
the use of firearms and the throwing of
brickbats to prevent men from earning
an honest living could not come 1into
axistence and spread to (ts present
dangerous proportions without some
strong underiying cause.

Nothing can justify =uch lawlessness
as dsgraced San Francisco on Labor
day, but the provoeation for the sentl-
ment which caused It can be found in
the acts of such men as Mr. Cathoun
and other members of the “indlcted"
giub in San Francisco. Bribary and
graft have run rlot in San Franclsco,
not only since ths earthquake, but be-

t the kind proposed hy Governor Cham-

‘fare ‘that epoch In the city's history.
Capitalists bribed the city and county
officiale and the pollce grafted from
thosa whom thes should have arrested.
Capltalists secured pay for their brib-
ery Investments in the form of valua-
bla franchises and other privileges.
The men who sold these privileges
waxad rich on the procesds, and the
pollce got what they could farther down
the scate. With this example bafors
them, thers was a strong incenilve be-
fore the laboring men to try and force
wages to a higher level by artificial
means, Bribery and graft could not
help them even had they chosen Lo
muake use of them, so the strike and
boveott were involed.

It 1s possible that the strike and boy-
cott might have been Inaugurated even
had there been no grafting and bribery,
but there would have been less cause
for a grievance. Organlzed labor sim-
ply reasoned that If the capltnlists
could have money with which to bribe
lawmakers they also miust have mpgney
for paying higher wages. As Fthey
ecould not, even had they so desired, en-
toree a divigion by the means employed
by the grafters, the only means at thelr
command was the strike and boycott.
This might not have been right and
fust, but it was human nature, and
Calhoun and hia fellow-bribersa are
more to blame for the public sentiment
which Is now making so much trouble
in Ban Franclsco than are the union
laborers.

The mora! responsibiiity of the capl-
tnlist s always greater than that of
the laborer, for his example is more cer-
taln to be.followed than is that of the
man who has no capital othér than his
inbror. The atmosphere In San Fran-
eclgco needs purifying, and the convic-
tion of one man in the higher walks of
life will be more beneficlal than that of
a thousand throwers of brickbats. Cal-
houn, Glass and thelr friends sowed the
wind and they are now reaping the
whirlwind, with the barometer still in
an unsettled state.

AT SACHAMENTO.
course of his comment upon
enforcement of the land lawa at the
Irrigation Congress at Sacramento
Monday, Governor Chamberluin pro-
posed a new plan for the purpose of
breanking up large holdings of land.
His scheme is not dalmed particularly at
owners of land "grabbed" from the
Government, nor, Indsed, &t men who
have secured land by questionable
muthods, He.proposes that a gradu-
nted acreage tax be imposed, the: rate
rising rapidly as the acreage increascs,
thus placing & heavy burden upon the
holder of large tracts and practically
releving any tax burden the man
who has but the few acres necessary
for the support of himself and family.
The Governor disclalms arny Intention
to advocate a system of confiscatlon,
but asserts that men who hold land for
gpeculative purposes should be com-
pelied to pay a license tax for the priv-
llege. In its practical operation his
scheme would re=ult in reduction of the
large holdings by sales In tracts of
such an area that the tax would not be
burdensome,

The gquestion that Immediately arizes
is that of constitutionallty., The Gov-
ernor meeta this In advance by wmen-
tioning the inheritance tax, which Is a
graduated tax, "hearing most heavily
upon the larger Inhéritances and en-
tirely exempting Inheritances of small
amounts. ‘This is probably & complste
answer to the juestion of constitution-
allty, so far &= the matier of a graduo-
ated tax §s concerned, but It may be
doubted whether the similarity to the
Inheritance tax continues, even In prin-
ciple, when the tax ls made to vary ac-
cording to acreage rather than value
For example, If one man may own Aa
city block £ persons live

In the

of

In which 250
and which has a value of $500.000, why
mny not ona mapn own farm property
of simiiar valus and capable of affprd-
Ing homes for a slmilar number of per-
sons? Thers is a difference In condi-
tions Justifying a different application
of principles of law, but attornevs for
(orporiate owners of large tracts of
1ind are great sticklers for equality
when the constitution may possibly
afford them protection yagainst new
ideas in legisiation,

If the constitution can bhe satisfied,
there is little doubt that l=gislation of

berinln wounld be effective. Imposition
of a graduated acrenge tax would make
iandholding unprofitable to those large
concerns, numarous In Oregon, Which
retaln ownership of land desirad by
homeseckers.

Notewaorthy among Governor Cham-
berlain's remarks is his apparent re-
versal of his attitude toward the for-

eat reserve policy of the Admliinstra-
tion. The expression “apparent re-
versal” may seem out of place when

the Governor clesrly announces that he
has changed his views= and yet It is
prebhable that his opinlons have not un-
dergone as much change &8 ha Inti-
mrtes. Like many other residents and
publle men in Oregon, the Gavernor
protested most strenuously agalnst that
forast reserve practice which created
reserves of territory embracing worth-
less lands which rallroad companies
thereby were esnabled to surrender to
the Govarnment, taking wvaluable timt
ber lands instead. It was agalnst tha
combined operation of the lleu-land law

and the forest reserve practice that
Oregon protested, and it Is scarcely
probable that Governor Chamberiain

has changed his ldeas of that feature
of forest reserve achlievements. The
policy of the Administration in the cre-
ation and management of  forest re-
serves the Governor warmly commands,
asserting that torough this system the
péaple are protected from the complete
monnopolization of timber lands. The
extremely Eenerous commendation
which Governor Chamberipin volces
when speaking of Chlef Forester Pin-
chot leaves no doubt that the Adminls-
tratlon will have a firm frfend in the
seat of the presiding officer at the Ir-
rigatlon Congress at Bacramento this
week. And this 1s of no amall conase-
quence at a meeting in which tha op-
ponents of the Administration are like-
Iy to try to secure adoption of adverse
resolutions Governor Chamberlain ax-
prasges no mora than the views of the
‘people of this state when he commends
the forest reserve ldea. At the same
time this state has no apologies mJ
make for the criticlsms that were ut-
tered when the Northern Pacific and
other rorporate holders of "scrip" were
permitted to come here and take the
best timber lands, unsurveyed as well
as surveyed, in exchange for worthless
lands slsawhere,

Attention has heen called freguently
to the fact that corporate interests are
sofzing the water powers of the coun-
try, under axisting laws or lack of laws,
and the title they are acquiring is such
as will give them a claim of “vested {n-
tarest’ at the timé In the near fu-
ture when the people wake up to tha

last eyliabls,

valus of this portion of Nature's boun-

tifu! gifts to the Pacific Coast. Gov-
ernor Chamberlain repeats the warning
that has beéen heard In the past,
urges upon the Irrigation Congress the

adoption of some means by which leg- |

Izlation may be secured in each of the
states, or in the Congress of the Unlted
States, for the protection of the peo-
ple against a water power monopoely.
To a large extent, however, the warn-
Ing comes too late and the recourss of
the people must be to the power of reg-
plation and taxation.

The need of legislation governing use
of water for Irrigation, particularly
from etrenms that flow through the
jurisdictlon of two or more siates, the
importance of the enforcement of the
conditions of Congressional land grants
und recovery of lands that have been
acquired from the Government through
fraud, are touched upon by Governor
Chamberlnin and prerented to the Irri-
gation Congresa for conslderation.
These topics will very likely be han-
dlsd more In detail by wvarious speak-
ers. If the congress gives to each tople
suggested by its president the thorough
attention the subjects require, this will
ba a busy weak for tha delegates.

Accnrding to reports, many of the
hopgrowers who are renters are hav-
ing difficulty in securing picking
money. It is to be hoped that whare
picking money is not to bhe had the
growers will mnot lssue Thop Uckets
which they cannot afterward redeein.
Such a practice was indulged In guite
extensivaly a few years ago, and the
men, women and children who plcked
the hops loat &l] or part of the money
for which they had toiled. 1f thers must
be & loss, which perhaps there need
not be, it should fall upon the growers
who have se2 out an excessive pereage
In spite aof warnings of over-production,
The grover who will engnge pirke s
knowing that he has not the means of
paying them is on & level with the
banker who recelves deposits wnyn ha
knows or should know that his bank L=
Insolvent.

The five-year closa period for elk
ends September 15, and a veéry faew min-

utes after the expiration of that long
pepnson of protection there will be
planty of hunters in the forests in

search of the biggest game to be foond
In Oregon. Fortunately for perpetua-
tion of the specles, the law permits the
killing of but one elk by & hunter in a
season, and in the future there will be
no” such indiseriminate slaughter of
these noble animale as was so0 notlee-
abla befores the law was passed. The
enoroachments of the settlers are grad-
nally resiricting the feeding gErounds
of the elk, but with rigld enforcement
of the laws It will be many years be-
fora the antlered monarchs will follow
the buffalo over the great divide Into
the happy hunting grounds of the here-
after.

Tha news of the dafeat of the Port of
Columbia bill reached Astoria while the
regatta wos at its helght, thus afford-
ing the people of the city by the sea
plenty of grounds for additional jollifi-
cation. It Is needless to say that the
pleasure over the defeat of the measure
was less pronounced at Ralinier, Btella.
Westport, Linnton, 8t. John, Vancouver
and a number of aother ports which

wera perfectly wiliing that Portland
should be given tha opportunity to
spend ita own money In the Improve-

ment of & tug and pllot service that
Is neadad by every porl on the river.
Some day Astoria will have an fiwak-
ening, and will be heartlly ashamed of
the attitude & few of her people have
taken on & subject of such great Im-
portance for the antire Columbla basin.

Tacoma n#ewspapera announce
presance In the harbor of two whales.
The leviathans disport themselves in
front of the clty and are quite an at-
traction. It is. of course, somewhat
mysatifying how any kind of an attrac-
tlon got by Seattle and reached Ta-
coma, but, As the feat seems to have
been accomplished, the only thing Se-

the

attle can do to even up matters
Is# te have a llve sea serpent
laghing the waters of Elllott Bay.
Consldering the stories gathered by

some of the able seamen on the Seattie
newspapers, this should not be difficult
to secure.

A Georgia sclentist predicts that the
world Is golng to dry up. The tempor-
ary fulfillment of this prophecy would
be welcomed by the wheatralsers of the
Palouse and the hopgrowers of the Wil-
lamette Valleyy, while the farmers of
the wheat belt of the great Middle Wast
and Northwest, whose grain flelds and
stacks have been drenched by rain off
and on for the past month, would re-
jolce with thelr brethren of.the Far
West at some indieation of a dry time
during September, at least,

Mr. Hurriman announces that the
rallroad company wlll sell Its agricul-
tural lands to actual settlers, but will
retaln its timber lands for lis own use.
The announcement will hardly affect
the thrifty gentlemen who have collect-
ed elaborate locating fees from hun-
dreds of clients who were led to believa
that they, and not the Harriman sys-
tem, wore to have a voice In the ulti-
mata disposal of these fine timber
lands.

After reading the forecast of Jim
Tompkins, the Mount Hood woodaman,
who predicte a hard Winter, =a
shadow of susplcion creeps In that he
may be press agent of the Portlund
fuel trust.

The name Ketchel, borne by the naw
star that bas arisen {n welter-weight
pugilism, lends Iteelf admirably to
punning if you put the accent on the

Making the estimate from puhlished
dally reports; it seems that the Siate
Rallway Commission has now recelved
enough complaints to keep It busy until
Christmas,

Can't Governor Hughes find gome
pretext for a Western trip? Even if he
got no farther than Chicago, it would
help some.

Advertising pays. Thus does the
Oregon Editorinl Association serve no-
tice on all candidates at the coming
primaries.

Whan a pickpockat “lifted” a Port-
land detective's watch In broad day-
light, he added contempt to insult and
injury-

What a low opinion of Portiand de-
tectives pickpockers must have when
a sleuth may be ropbed with impunity.

Hop crops mey come and hop crops
may go, but somehow there seema al-
ways to be énough beer to go round.

and |

PHYSICIANS ADVERTISING.
Medienl Man Stamps Newspapers as
Best Means of Publicity
B. E. Munger, M. D., of Spencer, Iowa,
In the Journal of the American Mead-
fcal Association. |
Theres has alwayr been a wide dlf—|
ference of- opinfon between physicians
and newspaper men as to the propriety
of advertising. Thare hes been oc-
casionz! mnewspaper comment relative |
to the much talked of, but little un-
derstood, Principles of Ethics;, It has
been assumed that 1t militates nEalnst
the mdvertising function of the news-
paper. The trus physiclan bas noth- |
Ing to advertisa except that which is
found Iin the =simple card which an-
nouncea his presence and location in |

the community.

Physiclans are the guardians of the
bealth mnd physical welfare of the
people; newspapers are the molders
and often the ecreators of publle
opinion. The medical profeasion, per-
sonally, and the newspaper {raternity,
through the press, come Into closer
touch with the community than any
other profsssion or calllng. No other
two socletles of men have so keen an
understanding of human nature, and
Its desires, passlons, virtues, weak-
nesses and fuults, The relatlions of
the physician and the newspaper Lo
the public, embody great reclprocal
obligations and rights.

AND

Let medical men continue to guard
the pubiic heaith, but let thoem put
away thelr petty jealousles and frivol-
ous c¢ontentlons that open the gaps
through which pretenders enter Lo
mystifty and canjola some of the moat
Intelligent. TLet honorable physiclans
tear down the walla that =epiarate
them: let them enlist the nesvspapers
in & righteous cause arntd be coadliutors
in the emanclpation of sulfering hu-
manity from a thraldom which has al-
ready ensinved too large a part of the
human family,

Living as wa do In a natlon of news-
papers and magazine readers, Are wae
discharging our duty to soclety when
we fall to make use of these lurge and
powerful educational Institutions? In-
stead of belng chary ahout newspapers,
might 1t not be advisable to use a
Iittle of thelr space for the education
of the  people—for the exposure of
froud and the teaching of the plain a,
b, ¢'s of health, free from techaical
phraseclogy—and thereby counteract,
for the present, and ultimately wipe
entirely out, the columns of rot with
which s0o many papers are Olled, aet-
ting forth the great efficlency of some

nostrum? It 1s one of the crimes of
the ages that any of the great Adls-
coveries made by» men of sclence, who

have Iahored unsaltishiy ®*without hope
of reward, and given the frults of
thelr laboras to humanity, should be
prostituted, as they are, by mendacl-
ous chariatans,

Thepa s but one medium through
which the people can be taught: It 1=
the same medium that has furnished
the instruction for present Intolerabls
conditions; it ls the greatest educa-
tional medium for the masass extant;
it Is the medlum moat eagerly sought
and perused; It 18 the cheerful com-
panion and {ndisputable criterion of al-
most every fireside—the newspuaper,

How ahnll we make une of this med-
fum? Certainly not by abusing It
tor it has not heen mhown that &ven
the Ereat wisdoam of the npewspaper
traternity ls sufficlent to enable them
to detect the cunning cupldity 41 some
of their advertisers. Let the Amori-
can Medical Associntion establish
Bureau of Eduaation for the dissemeni-
natlon of such knowledge and ndvice
as will enahle the people of this
country to act Iptelligently in matters
pertalning to their own health and
lives, thareby making it poealblse for
them to asaist the medical profe.sion
in thelr efforts to prevent (lsepse, re-
Heve suffering and prolong human 1ife.
Organized as this powerful assoclation
now 1s, this bureau would be in sffilla-
tion with each state and county Bo-
clety and there could bhe such i division
and subdivision of the labor ipcident
to the writing, editing and dis%ibut-
Ing of sultable articles for publica-
tlon as would make a systematic cam-
paign ' of education practicable. Or-
ganizations ltke the Austin Flint-Cedar
Valley Soclety should also be affillated
with this

Every nawspaper in the
United States would co-operate In this
work by giving spaca 1in Its columna
to be filled with true Informatlon re-
garding health apd everything affecting
1t. News of this kind would be of
surprising and surpassing Interest to
readers, WIith the f(riendly ald rather
than thes opposition of the preas more
could be accomplished In & short thme
in the way of creating public senti-
ment In favor of certaln reforms and
fn matters of leglslatlon than can be
accomplished by medical journals In
the next 25 years.

Would Blow Im a Milllon,
Irrigon Irrigator.

This telegraph strike has shown us that
a whole lot of stuff sent over thes wires
dally to the newspapers and published as
“news'" i3 not wanted bw the public, and
the dally papers have been more readable
without all of this rot than with 1t. Wae
sometimes wish we had about a mililon

doliare. We would go to Portland and
start a real ‘“newspaper’” along our
own fool, crank lines, It would be about

onea-fourth the sizo of The Oregonian, and
would contain the renl news of the world
in & homeopathlc style, and would eschew |
sensationallsm of every sort. It could be |
read In an hour, and the headlines would
give the gist of the articles so succinetly
that the busy reader could get all he
wantad or needed to know in five min-
utes. Would such a paper pay? asks the
reader. Does the Postofficé Department
ay? Does Dr. Broughers church pay a
dividend? We would go “bust”™ but wa
would set a pace that others would
eventually follow, and will follow, for
newspapers will come back to first prin-
olples aftar the death of a few men of
the Hearst and Pulitzer stripe.

Army nnd Navy Par.
New York Times.
Secretary Newberry,
senting the Navy; Assistant Secretary
Wentworth, representing- the Treasury,
and General Alnsworth, of the War Dé»
partment, got thelr heads together the
other daoy and approved a bill drawn hy|
Raepresentative Capron ralsing the pay nt|
non-commisstoned officers and privates
3 per cent of Captzing and Lleutenanis
%8 per cent and of Coloneis, Lleutenam-’
Colonels and Majors 20 per cent. Benator |
Hale, ESpeaker Cannon and E‘.hulrmanl
Hull, of the House Commities on Foreign
Aftalrs, have all ngreed not to opposs
this Capron bill. The Fresident is for
it, the people are not against it. The
Iong-suffering. Atmy and Navy must sub-
mit to congratulations In advance.

Asnistant repre-

Fame.
London Dally News,

A learnad correspondent writes: "7 was
examining a wiiness, an =lderly woman, |
last Thursday. On my inquiring her
name sha sald it was Mrs. Bardell, and
that she came from Gravessand. [ aaked: |
‘Diad you know Charles Dickens? She
replled: ‘Do you mean the undertaker?
Such Is fame'

Can It Be Indifferencel?

Minneapolls Jourmal,
Governor Vardeman says he cone
cerns himself very llttle with Presi-
dent Roosevelt, and, come to think of
it, have 7rou heard the PFresident
springing any nature fakea about Gov-
ernor Vardeman?

With Busineas

A Horse Senae.
Hartford (Conn.) Despatch. .
A horsa in Btamford Conn., broks open
g letter box and ate five notes, but left

business letters unmolastad,

SCPERSTITION IS WIDESPREAD.

Califorais Professor Says Edugeated
People Belleve In “Spooks.”
Providencs (R. 1.) Journal
Noes superstition prevall among a ma-
jority of edueated people? Prr_!.'eannr
Fletcher Bascom Dresslar, of the Univer-
=ity of Californin, has just issued & book
on “Superstition and Fduestion' based
on Inquirtes extending over a period of
ten vears among the normal school pupils

of Callfornis,

Some startling figures are given an A
sult of this research, the conclusion being
that oducntion is by no means 8 sure
cure for superstition. As expressing the
attitude of many educated people Profes-
sor Dresslar gquotes the remark of =&
French writer: T do not belleve in
ghosts, but T am afraid of them.”™

Professor Dresslar made inquiries of &5
puplls, mostly young women, the matority
of whom stated frankly their belief or
disballef in ghe or more particular super-
stitlons, The total number of separate
“confensions” made by the 85 was 7178
Of these 351 wers expressions of dlsbe-
llef, 2132 of partial belief, and 1082 of full
belletf This, combining the last two
groups, glves #4.9 per cent of the number
who admitted being influenced to some
extent by auperstitions and .1 per cent
who were not, flgures that are somewhat
surprising when It Ia remembered that all

Te-

thoss exnmined were normal school pu- |
plls preparing thomsslves to become
teachers.

A list was prepared Including what are
ealled the "most eommon superstitions,”™
and the following tahle shows the number
of pupils expressihig full beilef, partinl be-
llef, and disbelle® in each:

If you érop the dish reg you will
have company . e 20 I
Thirteen Is an unlucky nuinber 4 13
If you btreak & lwk giam you
will have bad Juck . . 48 48 18
I i fme o you If you start
ney on Friday... .02 4 A
a frisnd as a
any sdged inatr
pr friendahip 53 =2
To open an ella In
brings bad < . m L
If you see the ndy moon g _
right stoulder 1L 19 gpood | 288 0
Never begin a plece of
Friday. for you wiil
1oek 18 FOu B0..,.omesmescsnnesss &8 20 18
1f A rooster crowa befors the frout
dear you will 8 IT ©
Hea A pin and 7
All tha day you'
Set & pln and
Yoi'll haye bad juck all the day, 42 24 11
1f thirteen sit Logother at table -‘_\;n
¢ the number will die befoye the
(;'en:h-n-.'.- e it e S dan i (0D 938
1t n task be begun’on & Friday It
will never be‘s:u:ﬂllflﬂ.!) Aone.. 3 20 6

To find & pin with the point toward
food Tek .- g2 8 1

. Ui opponiie

sldes of a posat they will guarrei. 35 234 18
If you find a horseshoe you will = 7
have good luck ST T -
If you ses the NOW IMOOn OvVer ¥

left  shov r for the frst 1t

,It‘:lu will have bad tunk...... B
e e Mo i O )
It your nose ttches yonu will have &

visltor ... rdinieiligthe 1 8
To find & four-lsaved clover will = &

bring g004 MK .ovevesieacecsc-s 28 31

WHERE SPEED MEANS LIFE.

Thompson Discourses on Wild
Animals’ Running Abilities.

Chicago Inter Ocean.

Ernest Seton Thompson has been
making Investigations into the com-
pirative apeed of certain American
wild animals, and publishes In the Au-
gust Success an Interesting analysis of
tha results.

The unthinking reader might sup-
pose this analysls to be Tather inter-
enting than sclentifically valuable. On
the contrary, speed is & vital factor of
survival with many of the wild crea-
tures. Since the law of the wild is to
ent and be eaten, it follows that those
wild ecrestures who cannot prote~t
thameelvens by force against thelr nat-
ural eremies must seek pafety In flIEht.
Thus on the ability of the pursued to
escape tha pursuer by superior speed
dopends its very existence.

Mr. "hompson collscted data of vari-
ous kinds. Some of these ara basead
upon actual records, ns in the case of
the horse and the greyvhound. Others
are estimatex’ based on comparisons.
Ha attempts & scale of comparative
ppeads, thus:

Seton

Thoroughbred horee, ofie mile, about....l :fﬂ
Pranghornsd mntelope .. £5 g 3:80
Greyhound ..ccvecs . {00

Foxhound
Gray walf

In connect
speads he mays:

“Many hunters would set the kit fox
or swift above the grayhound, espe-
clally for a short race, but I have had
no personal experlence with the ape-
cles In a chase. The Hitle prairie cot-
tontail can, I bellave, get away from
the swift in n 100-yard dash; they can-
not keep It up for long. but thelr in-
itis! veloclty 1a Incredilile, and baffles
the eye. Not a leg, not = rabblt, is
to be seen; nothing but a white atreak
acrons the prairte, till it promptiy dis-
appears in some burrow.

Watterson on Bryan.
Loulsville Courler-Journal

Mr. Bryan is not the cholce of the best
intelligence among laading Democrats of
a mingie Southern state. The whisper goes
around among the timid, time-gerving
politiclans of the Bouth that "‘we can't
glect him, ba we'll have to nominate
him.” Can Mr. Bryan belleve that he will
be mble to survive another defeat? Can
he belleva the party may? Yet he holds

the dastiny allke of hiz party and him-
self In hir own hands, and, by reall=ing
this, might save the future of both. The
Courler-Journal has no ather idea than
that of supporting the ticket: but that
support and the support of all the leading
Damocpatic newspapers [n the country—
especially in the debatabla states—can |
only by broken-winded end one-legged,
the editors. llka tha fle-leaders, ever:
where, feeling it—short of some !]n!qﬁke‘r‘l-q
for eataclysm—doomed to defeat.

PROVES MARS IS INHABITED.

New Observations Show That Planet Is
the Abode of Life.

London Dispatch to the Chlcago Tri

In anawer to o request from tho edigpr

of Nature for an authoritative et L

of his obsery of Mars made
the I®T opp Professor Perclval
Lowell eommunieutes o that publication
what he belleves . he : ——
t Vs are the most i1 rtant
results oblained, i s 3
Professor Lowell declares the planst 1=

at presant
structive
writas, exceed what
view of the unfavor
planet o g positl
render i practics
land, France, or th
United States, The
to the polar caps,

he abode of intelligent

18 rasults

ob=e LLIons wWera be
months and a half
was posxsible to cat
Inters '8 phasa of
southern

al s maximum

minimum extent
1 eap At thls  enn

I noross 85 degreos latie

4 to the

fo of it
Slnca

northearn at
"I SOU

stretehag

here
oppositions

"The next obsery
ment of the canal

' was

tha
Atem In tha

develop-

antarctie
and south temperate sones After tk
aelid F O 1 : . ot ot
meliting f the south polar enp had got
well under was the « an . T .
t an 1o make

thelr appearnnce uhon
down dinlk i
cdge and joi
the lower Iat}

“Those on
oxla and Bat

ng th
i

and
d 1 thoge 1
o xample showed
£ in lis i or le
one . ! 8 dead or skele
Lthe lormer were In

rull e lopmant
“Meanwhile the &1 '
s_!eadi]_\‘ fading oy & Proce
tion was In keep “';rr: the
development found here for t
CENAle In IR, In fact, itls o
of prophecy fulfilled nnd :
poris previous observations bu
theory dedu ¢d from them to
correct, It Is direct
that the planst s at
of Intalligent and
“1 may

untorial cannls wers
Iy,

f avi

mequitur
present
constructive life.
thi oon ™ * th
theory of such [ife T}?mr!‘ I:;:ir:.";n.'lf“;nt::
Way on a prior] hypoth SR A
but deduced as the out
and that my obsery
confirmed 1t No
consonant with all the fac
"Another result of this
xn?an‘tim success of the _'1!-1&-
of ths planet I Ir 4 :
i canals on my ‘:I.';."- 13;”{'0‘;:‘}1'_'3
have been photogrophed double and m.:-‘.’\
dellcate markings ne
the Hittla !‘nI:-'h'"l.

from
the abode

say in

8 on

miy part,
¢ of obaervation
sinca have fully

BUpE tian

C0!

1]

J Aiphy taken
nave
plites,

ne Fons Juventae and
lending to It appe

§ : . 3 [y Aar
urus..[st.ﬂml'-._s' In the prints; Such n;.:"-pn-‘-
m'nru.:.g:a ns the dwing E.of the mouth-
©'n Enowcap show beautifully, and it looks

1T d 3 1 = =

n: “ the result of positioning the points
?L‘:‘ nrl.nr; topography by measures of tha
maiograpt

{.'un.“g PUS was In process of reallza-

CAUSE OF RATLROAD A( CIDENTS.

Revenue

. and  Dividends First and
Safety Appliances Afierwards.
Chicngo Journal
. 'I'h:\‘ troubla 1 the railroad business
in the United Slates ade clear by

statiatien of Iroad eTiLn,
During 1t last  xi ears and weven
15 raliroads in United
L =
A A 5T persons and injured 40¢ 248
and of these nenrly 25000 of the dead and
?l W of the njured were  owWn eme-
ployes The jccldenta which cauped
these fatallties were also the cause of a

loss of st least §75,000000 to the rajlroads

through tha destruction or damage sus-
talned by thelr equipment.

If the rallronds were mannged prop-
erly, they would have g i ALm

of FLO00% In the
appling

deve

would
400, ()
from infjury

Hut rallroads are
juncte to Wall-street
MANAZETS aAra fmora
idends on water
bands at a profit

e

Qi

s

servies, making safer mnd sav
the |lvexs of amployes and of tha
publle, Consequently safety appliances
Are not In use, except on A comparatively
few lines in the Unilted States, and the
cost of accldents Is pnld as they orccur
instead of Investing a lump sum to pre-
vent them

That Is why aceidents are mo muc!
mora frequent in the United Etatex than

they are abroad, because raliroads In this
eountry are puraly money-making affalrs
and are nol regarded by thelr owners
publle utilities. The pafety of human
livea s not regarded, because It I8
cheaper to kill people than it is to Pro-
tect them.

as

New Thing In Electricity.
Popular Mechanles,

Btartling as some the racent
yelopments In the fleld of communi-
cation by means of elactriclty have
besn, nones I8 mors unique and unex-
pected than that recently perfected by
Firat Licutenant A. C. Knowles, of the
Unlied States Army, In which he uses
the bodles of living eavalry horses usas
n part of his telegraph clircult. By
his system It Is possible for & cavalry

of de-

| officer at headquarters to communicate

with a seouting party on a gallop, re-
ealling them or changlng the orders
as expedlent.

BACK TO THE ]JOBS

THE ANNUAL LEAVE-TAKING OF THE SUMMEE RESORT PROPRIETOR
Is NOW ON.

—From the Denver Repubiloan




