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“The Oaks’= Portland’'s Modern Amusement Park

Ever in 1907.

| The Mecca of Many Thousands From Near and Far in the Good 0ld
Summertime—High-Class Music a Factor in Its Popularity—Varied
Attractions Are Wholesome and Olean—Park Will Be Creater Than

Portland's well-known, delightful recre-
ation resort. "The Oaks"" will in 197 en-
ter upon the third yoar of itsa pleasure-
calering existoncs. ““The Onks' has heen
most aptly subtitled the *“Coney Island
the Far West." AMost mpproprintely
was It named., and far and wide haas its
popular reputation been carrled slnes Is
inception in 10056. Not only has Its excep-
tional seconie beautles spreand broadennt
the name and fame of the parent city, but
it s far and awsy the Iargest 10-cent
amusement park resort on the Pacifio
Cosset, anfdl there is nothing to compare
with it went of the Mississippl. No othaer
city of like population In the coontry sup-
ports an Institution ropresenting such
hienvy Investment ns the 30-acre park re-
powing on the great pak-shaded bankas of

of

the Willnmette River, within 1f minutes
of the heart of the business district of the
Rose Clty. The last days of the aborig-
inal tribnl days rang with poesy “true of
the beauties of this {yrsiing-spot, no
doubt, for Mr. Fred 8, Morris, the man

who spled out tha dalectabla plat, cov-
orad with hundreds of the grandest oak
trees that ever grew—and oak groves ars
not common in the Vallay—found the evl-
dences of po=session of an extinet band
of red revelers. The Oaks was then an
nd in the bhrond-sweaping river, and (n
yenrs tha river wns driven to the
ater channel on the weast alde, nnd the

island became practically a part of the
mainland. Near tha portal of the pluce
whers now tha youths and maldens of

the palefacps swing through the mases of
tha walix, on® of the largest of the sonti-
nois of tha island forest bears imbedded

in its many-branched fork a ceremonial
pole or [lagsataff, under which the red
man’'s festive celebration evidently were

held

Probably In no other community do the
asure-seeking classes mnnifest keenar
bt in outdoor pastimes of all kinds
changeienas Summer seascn, begin-
ning In My and coftinuing until tha No-

vember showers set in, 18 contlnually de-

lightful. This is the perlod when the
fncomparable balmy atmosphore of tho
woods and waters s Irresintidle. While

Portiand Is prodiglously endowed by na-
ture with {nviting recreation spota, round-
ahout, *"Ale me¢ at The Oaks' Lk the
re in of vidunis hy the thousands,
and of all sorin of gatherings, from fam-
fly and fraternnl reunlons to Sunday
nchool  plenles, women's clubs to athletle

Bealdes this, the park is

organizations,
daily during the Summer becoming more
and mors the playground for children.
There is everything to amuse them and
Xeep them comfortable and Interested.
while at the aame time thelr elders may
find approprints dlversion,

Cosmopolitan Entertainment.

Accordingly ans the passlon for cosmopol-
ftan entertalnment grows with the in-
crensing prosperity and stability of the
i wo grows The Oaks, alertly respon-
eive to the demand for high-class musie,
clean, wholesoma recreation and amuse-

In the dedication of The COakm

. "where Folly relgns without a
plot,'™ t tastes of n rapidly growing
cosmopolitan olass of people wera first of
all conuslderad. It in for the special ac-
gommodntion of the caprices of Hls Im-
perial Se the American Ciltizems. Not

only 06 the local public enjoy Its round
of antertalnment and go there to see—as

ns to hecome for a time a part of—
the rollicking crowds, but many thou-
sands of annual tourlsts to the Paelfie
Northwest now count a visit to the re-
gart as an indlspensable part of the ltin-
Srary.

Tha clase of peopla that prize most
highly the facilities for enjoyment such
ng It In the mizsion of The Oalks to pro-
vida I8 composed of the well-to-do, Indus-

trious people that count that one Sunday

well

holiday lost unlesa they get out into the
shade of tha trees, listen to tha band,
taka a nall or & row upon the river. or
neos thae crowds that promenade or play
within the radius of the flaming constel-
lntion of electries that mark the confines
of the park. For thoae who are so fortu-
nate as to be able to ride in automobiles
or take n train for esashore resorts, or
go South when the misty skles of Oregon
ara jowering The Ouks does not, It s
aupponed,” supply & deeply felt necosalty.
But the people, rich or poor, want a
good placa to go, to be well entariained,
without excesmiva cost. In the park the
senas of the sublime and the ridiculous
Is gratified by & combination of Coney Ts-
land Foltyville—with the vicious elaments
that dominata the funtown of the Amor-
fcan métropolla sliminated—togother with
a World's Falr amusecment avenuo devold
of the ohjectionable “Midway' character-
Isties. It i8 for all who love the life,
musie, color and motion that constituts
the park life. When down-town becameas
humdrum, and it {s quick and convenlent
to take a refreshing stroeloar ride or a
Jaunch to The Oaks, what Is more nat-
ural than that the crowds rhould congre-
gite where the lights are hrightest?

Good Music Constant Feature.
The Onks has demonstrated an im-
portant fact in thse smusemont busi-
ness which s st varlance with the
superfleinl observance that high-class
musio by a high-priced musical organi-

zation appesls only to that cultured
claps that will- turn out In evening
dress to fashionable recltals, paying

therefor not less than one dollar per
seat. Of course there Is an artificiali-
iy mbout the dispiny at o performance
of this kind that is Impressively con-
trasted whon you observe the cosmo-
politan audiences gathered around the
purk band, Thoze audlences embrace
men and women from eavery walk of
life, and on special programme nights
at The Oaks there is not wanting either
understanding or Intense appreciation
in the appiause that is glven as vocif-
oroualy for a reondition of n cinsslc na
well as the current popular composi-
tlons. By Eastern eyes, aver eritical of
our Western ways, It has bosn noted
that the patronage of the park Is com-
posed of tha best element. The muaic
concerts have been a foremost feature

as well as & factor in the upbullding
of its popularity since the day it was
opened by the Oregon Water Powor &
Rallway Company. The entire proper-
ty, rallway and park and several of
the leading speeding devices for
arousing execlitement and stimulating
heart-action, are owned by tho newly-
organized Portland Rallwey, Light &
FPower Company.

Upon the advent of the new year,
and whila yet there ars several months
to elapme before active work of ren-
ovation can be taken up, negotiations
have been well sadvanced toward se-
ruring for the Summer of 1307 the
besge talent—a musleal organization of
recognlzed  reputation In the amuse-
ment world—that money can command,

1t 1s well to (nterject that park
amusement, bands and specinl acts
are Mecured under no amall difficulties,
with any regularity, owing to the long
Jjumps on the Couast betwean poirts
where thers are park resorts of suffi-
clent caliber to stand for the great ex-
pense of the really star features that
muke tho circults between the densely-
populated centers of the East. There
are such difficultles as are not com-
prohand«d, perbaps, by the averngo
patron who cheerfully contributes hia
10 cents toward the support of this
big enterprise. No other park on the
Paclfie Const spends more money for
its music or other foatures than the
management of The Osnks. Practically

n weale Is eonsumed In travellng from
Naw York or Chleagos to Portland,
There must be a good round guarantee
put up for the performers and their
sulnries usuglly are roquired to he pald
for al) t.lu"%l time golng and coming
unlesa prolofiged engagements can bs
securnd elsewhere on the Coast suffi-
clently to justify the dropping out of
the eclrcults oastward But notwith-
standing the handicap the company
goes to the Hmit of expoanss to Kkeap
abreast of the times In this respect
and the managament haa the satisfac-
tlon of knowing that The Oaks Is one
of the most up-to-date parks in the
countiry.,

If a person Is unexpectedly asked
what draws the peoplea the answer
would probably, nine times out of ten,
be something like this: “"Well, there
is the Chutes—It's very funny to taks
a dnsh down the Chutes: and the Acorinl
Whirl makes you think you are In

wharg the llghts are brightest and the
splelers make the fun fastest and most
furious, each placse gplways has Its
quota of fun-seskers who, unconsclous-
ly, are as much & part of the merri-
ment as the attraction {tself.

You are scarcely through the gates
At the main entrance hefors you ara |
greated with the signal cry of friv-
ality. Here, the center of the broad
eaplanade, is otcupled by the Shoot-
the-Chutes pool. Down tha 5d0-foot
run-way coma a procesgion of boats
filled with the old, the young, the mid-
dle-aged, the hysterical, the sedate and
nll kinds of people glving absorbing
attentlon to this halr-tickling dash
down upon the dancing waves In all
manner of characteristic humors. The
warning bell rings, there Is n chogus
of shriske and Comanche yells—tha
novice passenger on the Chutes haa
time but for ons yell end then he can’t
Eet his breath to yell agaln because

“It makes ths old feal young'™ sdys
he, "and tha young younger—ecoming
down the 1ine 40 miles a minute.” The
fever whatted by curlosity to know
how 1t feela to ba half killed, or go-
ing t¢ be the next time, ona thinks,
spreads to all comers and, therafore,
the first investigation of the funny
clty sets the eirculation in the Eystem
up by nbout 25 polnts and glves avery-
hody an equal start by shaking
their individual mantles of dignity.
Ninety-nine peoplea out of every 100
shoot tha Chutes. This year in all
probablility the Chutes capacity will be
enlargad and an Iinecline elovator put
In to carry thea people up to the top.

Flying Through the Air.
Next monst prominant featura, one
which constitutes n siriking picture, Is

the Aerial Giant Whirl, located on the
river promenade, This migantic ma-
chine was Ingenlously devised to fur-

oft |

out over the water until all sansza of
terra-firma s lost, and all ha I8 con-
sclous of 18 belng huried through ths
nir. While the device 1s absolutely
safg and accldents ara Impogsihle, the
rlde teaty ones narves and is wlildly
exciting nt the finlsh, Tha Whirl ia
popular and aas served as the wad-
ding fourney for a newly-wedded palr.
Proceeding doen the LW feat of amuse-
ment avenus, whers a convention of bark-
ors makes lifo strenuous, there Is found
flinslons, houses of mystery, games of
skill and chance, emporiums devotad to
the artistie merchandising of peanuts and
popeorn, candy and ths othor cbnoomi-
tants of the clrcus. Thers are reminders
of world’s feirs in the shaps of chewing-
gun girls and i{ce-cream cone vendors.

Mystie Subterrancan Journey in Mill
Tha mystery that is formed by a comn-

bination of darkness. water and lighta 5
found to the mcme of pérfection in the

v

THE OAERS, FREOM CHUTES TOWER. ENTRANCHE TO AVENTE

ON RIGHT, QIANT WHIRL AND BATHING PAVILION ON LEFD. J

ona of Knabenahueo's fiying machines
that used to busz around over the town

from the Exposition, and then there's

the skating rink; I llke to fly around
that great, blg floor to ths music of
the big band; the swimming pool im
the finest ever, and the Figure Elght,
say—don't fail to ride the Figure
Elght.” ]

This enumeration might be extended
atill more, according to the energy of
the person and his likes or dislikes
in making tha rounds of tha park
Ewvpryhody else has sot the precedent
of trying this and that and as svery-

body likes to go where ths crowd goes,

he hasy arrived about as quick sh he
started—and then — orash!— splash!—
the boat Clackamas |# bounding over
sea-lke -billows, In {ta tumultuous
voyage affording an adequats idea of
how the cataract comes down at Wil-
jamette Fallsa “Wateh Kelly come
down the Chutes on his ear!" jfosnes
the spleler. Immediately the last vis-
ftors Just ushered through the turn-
stiles begin to rubber and from that
moment onward all thought of serious-
nesa in diapelied. “Don’t forget to
shoot the Chutes,” warns the spleler,
as boat afler boat discharges scream-
ing humanity on to the stormy pool;

thear gratify In anothar way the spoed
mania of the American amusement-
lover., The nearest description of the
sensation afforded by & ride upon It
is that you feel llke you are in an
airshlp, although you are firmly teth-
ered to the earth. Seated In a sheet-
steel ecar, susipended by Steel cables
from the top of Immense upright masts
that wiil permit ths car to osoillnte
in but one direction, outward, the ma-
chine slowly commances to revolve, As
it revolves the momentum increases
and almest Imperceptibly the several
cars swing out to the llmit of the cir-
cle, which carrles the passenger far

Ol Mill. The bally-hoo s a genuins re-
production of = gigantle old-fashioned
mill whee] in action, driving a current of
water through a winding sublerranean
channel 1400 feet in langth. Whera that
chanpel goes nobody knows, and the pro-
pristor, Lynn Welcher, will not tell. The
lndies are afrald of the *‘dark places' iIn
this water 1trip. They are dreadfully
afrald the first time that something is
going to heppen, but after they muster
up enough courage to risk it they hold

onto thelr escorts Iike the grim fear of
death possesses them, and after they
amerge from the channe| agaln

they seem to be afraid that some-

thing will not happen If they gzo
ngain. becausa they are anxioum 10
try it ovar. BShot from daylight

Into 100 feet of the inkleat hlacknesa with
almoat alarming velocity, the boat fol-
lows the headatrong ci nt until It slows
in passing an snirancing panstoral
alter & famous paln r of Bwiltzeriand,
You look down Into the vallay, herToss
minlature mour nw, and 1
the anclent church in the village rin
a plensing waolecomo, The boat flles on
through s=scenes typlical of other lands,
Hare will ba a bit of the North Fole—
fust as good as the real thing that Peary
didn‘t see. This year the Old ML willl
ba changed and an Imitation catarnct,
patterned after tha Cascades, together
with an outdoor eoffect and real moun-
talns, ks they are made in the gO
old Beaver State, will make the ride new
and more exciting.
Mile & Minute on Fignre 8,

After the isughing gallery, where I8
sclentifically applled the philosophy of
“8ap youmself as others may =mes you,"
and the Mystla Mars, whersa the children
play, In another development of the &en-
gational speeding ldesa—the dessert of the
feast of racy rides—the Figurs 8 roller
constar. This is the property of the In-
gersoll Construetion Company, of
burg, Pa., speciallsts in amusemant
struction. The coaster track may K
dangeroun to & man on the ground, and
there have been timid peopis who, after
they had started on the trip,
themselves therad but, once sturted ug
incline to tha summit, thers & no stop-
ping or returning excepting via the ter-
minal., Nearly 20,000 peopls traveled on
the Figure 6 last season, and It certalnly
s one of thae mont alluring ride devicas
ever patented. Both track and cara are
constructed twilee as strongly as all
known caleulations in the safety devices,
and It is obvious that, {f aspurnnces of
safoly werse not doubly sure, no such
proposition could be In business and muke
& success. The first part of the journay
is up a stesp incline, the motive power
belng an ctric motor. Thoe oar 1=
propelled by a heavy chaln Every fTew
inchies thers are placed safoly clutches
that lock behind the car na it passes, of-
foctually preventing & runaway baek-
wards or « e aaything

should happen This

g out

Pltis-

con-

to Dl
journey 1s completed at an elevation to
glve<the car a good start on the geulls

the chalin

slopoe !n the track that reaches the ter-
minul at the entranca after desoribing
the figure 5, The actual distance traveled
{s about a third of a mile, and the finlsh
is actually at the rate of o mile a min-
ute. When you cannot Indulge the luxu-
rlous deslts of coas 50 miles an hour
in an agtomobile, take a ride on ths rol-
| ler conater—It 18 an excellent substituts
for thrills. The exhilarating motion sets
every ona uncorsclouvsly to laughing or
shrieking with vory excitement, A caro-
ful man at powerful levers on the last
streteh of the lightning-llke course brings
the car gently and steadlly to a walking
pace, and finally stops. .
For the children the everlasting popu=
lar Carousell, or merry-go-round, s near.
Here tha llttle ones 4 ht to disport
themselves upon the back of one of the
dragons, horses or Hona The Cgrousell
is ons of the maost gorgeously nished
and decorated structures of the kind aver
produced, snd is a never-falling source
of amusement for little ones and growne
ups.
| Traveling Plctures.

“Hala's Tour Care,'" owned by Fritz &
oupy o prominont part of the pve-
Two very handsomely finished Pull-
man fronts abut on the avenue with a
depth of over € feat. There acems to be
no diminution in the popularity of the
pleture tours. One of the features of ine

(Concluded on Page 22)




