e

things the molst climate of the westém
gounties holds special hiserds, For ox-
ample, frulls of many kinds grow in per-
fection, but for some of the more delleate
kinds the production s not dependsble
seanon in and season out. Oftentimes tho
rains peraist so late in the Epring as to

waxh the blossoms from the trees, and |

compe s0 early in the Fall as to cause the
frult 1o rot before It is ripe for harvest
It 1s found, toa,
tender fruits, while more lusclous than
the #rults of Callfornia. have not the
toughness of skin and strength of fAber
which enable them 1o be tmansported long
distances to market Fruits we shall
always bave In great quantity and In the
finest gquslity for home consumption, and
of some sorts—-more particulaerly apples
and pears—we shall continue to supply the
general morkets; but frolt will not be
with us as it = with Callfornia, a lead-
ing commercial staplc and one of the
chief bases of our Industrial life.
And something of what Is here sald with
reapect to frult applies sgually to many
rden products. Owing to the
Western Oregan—about
with of England-—
ndicop upon whatever calls
wing 'sennon, In four years
rosults may

great nfall of
egual to
there Is @t ha
for
out of
tained
Involve
the farmer In 1}
hope I doubt, and serving
the dependabllity upom which eommerc
prestige nnd certalnty of profit depend,
In the long run every productive coun-
try comes to nince ite chief reilance upon
those lUnes of production
the antural! copnditions work with and sug
port the efforts of the farmer. 1L will
g5 here, The people of Western Oregon
will not abaindon the wide mange which
thelr industry her undortaken, but they
=fll more and more oconeentrate
efforts thoee things in which
find bhelp rather than hindrance In
ellmatée, Much roln makes much grasn
And mupch grass 8 n cdrin
for anim:l busbandry. For Iy
its product= the demand I !r--
mestic animals thrive 1l the
known to this country
son of raln puts Nmitation
labors af the &t
tndustry I=
PRASON OCOVOrE
every dey In
molst cllmate
the other ha
der thes
that energy
businers,
Within the past flve years the number
s In the Valley hoas been more than
Lands long cropped to whenat
with poor returns have been given to pas.
ture and have adyanced In valuoe. Forage
crops, of which until Intely even our most
progressive agricuiture knew nothing, are
belng widely cultivatedy and a= the eapa-
biliti~= of the country for feed production
develop there il a natural disposition to |
multiply the numbers and the variety of
herde. It ix found that there more |
profit In feeding the grain product of a
Willamette Valley furm than in selling it
in the market
The Uvestock Industry brings a multl-
tude of profitable side industries into the |
country. The creamery has transformed
our dalry practice, and Is giving to Ore- |
gon a commercial reputation. The cheese |
factory in another source of large profit
Western Oregon is counted on mnowadays
as @ source of beef supply. The country
for the first time in !ts history produces
smore hogs than it consumes. In brief,
the lvestock industry has become ane of
the Inrge interests of the country; and
under this industry, which & making |
constamt and beavy advances, the country |
$& more prosperons than it has been =at |
any other period In fts history. It has |
found a department of production in
which the supply can never crowd the de.
mand; to which it is specially adapted by
patare, in which Its working season is not
curtalied 'by the earliness, the lateness
nor the persistenee of the Oregon mists,
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The reglon east of the Cascade Moun- ! jgrge increase in the productive power of

tains is essentially & stock country. Its
conditions, while In many respecta con-
trasting with those of Western Oregon,
are simllar in this sense, namely, that
they admirmbly serve the purposes of the
stockman. The open-range methods of
stockkesping are fast giving way to do-
mestic methods, mnd as the new condi-
tion succeeds the old the proportions of
the industry increase both as to the num-
bers of animals malntained and to the
wvalue of thelr annual products.

IRRIGATION MOVEMENT.

A Thing of Very Grest Promise to
Oregon.

LOSELY alllsd with matters mbove

giscussed 1s the Interest of irrigation,
to which popular nttentiom has been
directed very especially by recent events.
The subject i= =till new In Oregon. for
until very recently It has been a common
opinion that Oregon has about as much
use for irrigation as a conch for a Afth
wheel. In truth, it has been 2 hoast with
us when recounting the advantages of our
country that it was a land in which “the
Almighty attended to the irrigation.” But
wWe grow wiser as we grow in age and

Even yot the public mind does not grasp
the relation of lrrigation gpractice to the
paturaily over-moist region of Western
Oregon. It is not yet understood that in
frrigation—that is, in the artifictal com-
trol of the water resources of the country
—there lles the posaibility of extending
our too short working messon in the
Bpring by relleving the lands of their
superabundant moisture and tn the Sum-
mer and Fall by purvering water In time
10 give the farmer a chance (o get at his
Fall work before the Fall storms make
cultivation impossible. A few, Indeed,
understand it, but the greater many have
not yet discovered that irrigation (mo
broadened as to include dratmage) Is the
means by which the best possible results
to be got out of this wet country,
fte naturally restricted working =ea-

But advanced agricultyral sclence
the condition clearly preach-
ing the dootrine of artificial of the
water supply, with an emphasis bound

are
with

‘son.
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that some of our more |

betwixt |

ial |

in which |

| pate and are pianning to
in foundation |

prprieing |

| the part of many it

may In large measure be redeamed by
water, and it is suddenly discoversd that
the streams which have for ages been
running to waste may be made the
sources of profit, and, in connecton with
the adjacent dry country, the basls of an
aimont unlimited progreas. It 15 the'dawn.
ing upon the public mind of thess great
facts In relation to the couniry sast of
the mountains that has stimulated inter-
est in frrigation and which has made a
concerted movement for the genersl pro-
motion of lrrigation possible.

The larger development of irrigation un-
der the conditions which prevail in Ore-
gon will probably come through individual
and relatively small enterprises, through
the conservation of the drainage of small
watersheds and its application to small
tracts; and It has recently been suggested
by a careful observer that a time will soon
come when the elevated and uncultivable
tracts of Eastern Oregon will be more
valuable for wntershed than they have
ever bheen for range. Every farmer wiil
have his small reservolr supplied from an
arca of hill Innd, from which seasonably
he will flood his cultivated lands, and in
the agpregite the tracts thus served will
he greater by far than those redeemed by
wholesale Tsr One of the good re-
sulta of Irrigation agitation at this Ume
will be to spread the knowledge of lrri-
pation methods and to show to Individuai
awnere of #small tracts the opportunities
{for trrization, though now unseen,
reilly at the door of nearly every
Eastern Oragon landowner,

Irrigation projocts upon a large scale
have been institoted under the Carey law
in Central Oregon—partieuiarly In the re.
gion of the Upper Deschutes—some five or
six companies being already In that feld,
They have made a clalm to several hun-
dred thousand acres of land in the aggre-
“gover” them
be drawn from the Des-
chutes River. Quesations have baen raised
ne the eapability and good falth of
gome of these companles, and in the minds
of many there exists a doubt If their op-
erations will come to anything of any real
account In the development of the coun-
try. Up to this time the Interfor Depart-
ment at Washington has not confirmed
the
the state, and untll this is done matters
must reat In abeyvance, Partisans of the
lrrigation exploiters are active in thelr
hihalf and are prepared, so it Is alleged,
to demonstrate thelr preparation for the
business they have undertaken, The
ole matter Is involved iIn some confu-
sion and not & lttle acrimeony, and nobody
Is ahle to say what the end will be.

Great hopes are founded In many quar-
ters upon the plans of the Government
under tha trrigation law enacted last vear,

which,
sre

with water to

wh

| Of the fund salready on hand Oregon Is

equitably entitied to approximately $1.000,-
o, and 1t s presumed that this amount
or something ltke 1t will be expended here
{f n suitable situatlon can be found for IL
There are intimations that the Govern-
ment agents would like to operate In the
distriet of the Upper Deschutes, and on
Is feared that
will be hinferedl from so dolng by the
operations of the private comphnies (o
which reference has just been made, What

will come out of It Is only to be conjec- |

tursd: posaibly = great National work:
poexibly nothing at ‘all

But whether much or little results from
these large jrojects, the state i= cortiln
to make large progress during the next
few years through {rrigation enterprises
pursued on a small and individual seale.
Where every hillside may be made to yleld
water, where small Irrigation sites are
everywhere, and where every plece of land
can be made with artificia]l molsture to
douhle or treble its productiveness, there
must befare long be a great ganemml de-
velopment. It has, indeed. alrendy begun
in all parts of Oregon, In the semi-arid
region east of the Cascade Mountains, and
each season witnesses as & result of It a

the country.

THE MOVEMENT IN TIMBER.

Consolidation of Holdings Preparing
Way for Great Activity.

E timber Industry, in its contrast of

earlier and later phases, {llustrates
several facts In the progress of the coun-
try worth while to consider. Prior to 187
a very large proportion of the native for-
ost resource of the country had become
personally appropriated—ihat ls, much of
our forested land was in private hands,
But It waas for the greater part in small
and individuil hoidings. Mililng opora-
tions were relatively on & small basis,
because, with all our wealth of timber,
the supply of logs was unocertain both as
to quantity and as to price. Furthermore,
the Eastern market for lumber was
largely unavallable, owing to the lack of
understanding snd good faith between the
several milroad companies whose lines
had to be used to reach the Eastarn cen-
ter=. It was a situation in which the ele.
ments of ful tign were elther
uncertain or wtuvelr at o-dd.l. And. as
might have been expected, the lumbering
industry langulshed or was pursued only
wpon a reiatively small scale.

Lumbering on a scale at once large and
cconomical—and large operations are as-
sential to economy—Iis the business of con-
solidnted capital. It calls for a great man.
ufacturing plant, It must command either
extensive market connections In the Esst or
a fleet of boats to operate by sea—or both.
It must bulld and operate rallroads into
the forest districts for Ita supply of raw
materfal. Its first essemtial, 1t will be
seen, is command of a vast timber supply,
No greater business folly could be com-
celved than the creation of theme essen-
tial and costly fnetlities without a basis
in the ownerablp of a timber fleld suffi-
clent to supply manufscturing opermtions
for a long series of years. The great bar
in times past to lumbering operations on
a great scale was the Infinitely dAivided
ownership of the t!mber resource nn the
ane hind and on the other the lack of
co-ordination among the connecting rafl-
mad Jines loading to the Eastern markets.
Almost for the fetime of a generation
our most immediate, obvious and avail-

shie resource of a large kind lay rels-

tively §dle, not so much for the want of
capital es for the lack of the spirit which
together and turns to cu-operative

enntracts enterad Into on the part of |

they |

. — ::P_ -
country, in Tillamook, in the timber flalds
of Clatsop and Columbia Counties, in the
Mount St. Helens district, In the Cascade
Mountslns, In the Klickitat, In the Blue
Mountains, in far-away Klamath—every-
where it is the same. The Umber rTe-
source of the ocoubtry s belng consolidat-
ed and 1s getting into the hands of men of
large capital This t& essentially a pro-
gressive movemsnt, for it Is & movement
preliminary to devalopment of lumbering
operations on A very large scale. The
men who are putting great sums Into for-
est lands are of course counting on get-
ting 1t out with a profil. and the only way

—

ba dsfled. The fact is one of prodiglous
significance; and it Is permanently to be
so, since connection with the river at once
solves all difficulties about terminal facil.
ftles. It & the “terminal” club with which
big-rallroads usually beat the life out of
Httls ones; but there can be no oppres-
glon—no swallowing of small

scoess to the city front of Portland.
These considerations are here dealt with

ditions and possibliities Important (o any
,of the development and progreas of
the

to do this Is to pul the whesls of m tac-
turlng industry and of transportation Into
motion. That we are upon the ove of &
widespread development of the lumbering
Industry is an Amsturance of the timber-

| buying operations of the past two years,

for It Is only by practiml lumbering op-
erations that those who have been Invest-
ing heawily can get thelr money back.

RIVER NAVIGATION SYSTEM.

An ITmmediate RBesource and a Pow-
erful Lever In Portland’'s FAands,

ORTLAND has had and continues to |
have far more cause for immedlate |

concern about the river channels which
connect her with the productive country
of the interior basin than with those lead-
Ing to the sex, The latter, under the In-
fluences exerted by a presaing commerce
and with the arfangements already made
by the City of Portland, will take care of
themselves—are n fact already working
townrd a satisfictory and permanent con-
cluslon. But en#argy ls required to bring
ahout the work throogh which the inler-
for basin is to be freed from the oppros-
slon of arbltrary and unnatural agree-
ments between transportation agencles

Already one of the two great barriers to |

nivigation of the Upper Columbia River—
the Cascade rapids—haos been nullified, but
there remains to be accomplished a great.
¢r work which will open & way for steam-
boats through the obstruction of the
dalles. Agalnst thia proposal, which calls
for a great sum of money, and to which
ouly the resourcés of the general Govern-
ment are adequate, [t is argued that where
raliroads and rivers run parallel the traf-
fic commonly takes the former; and as a
matter of fhet this must be admitted to
be true. PBut while this Is true, It s
further to be eald that to galn this com.
petitive traffic the rallroads (nvariably
make rales. below the level of thelr
chatges where the condltions are not com-
petitive, thus glving to shippers a great
and tangible advantage In the form of
reduced frelght rates. That the Colum-
bin River under any possidble conditions
wiil In fact ecarty any great proportion
of the traffic of the interior basin is to
be doubted.. But it is not to be doubted
that an open rivef--avallable to competi-
tive operations—wou!d exert a powerful
influenes upon the pglicy of the raliroads
operating in the Interfor basin; that It
would in fact brenk down the system un-
der which the severl transportation com-
panles now divide the traffic of the coun-
try at ratea which permit a considerable
proportion of It to go by an unnatural
and costly roule over the summit of the
Cascade Mountalne,

It goes without saying that any rate
which permits cofimoditles to be trans-
ported at & profit to the carrier over a
route which in its course lifts a full mile
above the tarmipal levels, ix excesalve,
when a water-level route Is avallable
Mr. James J, -HIL: the eminent rallroad
man, s autharity for the common-sense
statement that the profucers of a conn.
try have a right to demnnd n freight
rite based upon the shortest haul and the
mnst economical route—in other worda,
the most level ronte—and this belng so,
the producers of the. Interior basin are
clearly charged too much. That the mys-
tem will be changed—that the charge will
be adjusted upon the shortest route and
the easlest graftes—ls in the nature of
things not to be expected untll the pos-
slble advantige of the Columbla River
shall be made avaliable. Clearly, the best
hope of the: interior basin Is the open
river: and the Instinet which leads Its
people to urge and continue uanceasingly
to urge this -work s a sound one.

The work aceomplished at the Cascades,
while only hal! effective untll the further
and greater work at The Dalies shall be
nchieved, demonstrates conclusively the
value of operations looking to the exten-
slon of river navigation. It is true that
the rallroad carfies many time= over the
amount of business carried by the steam-
baat lines which opsrate hetween Portland
and The Dafies, but business originating
or terminating.at The Dalles is done at
rates influencod by the river competition,
and the whole tetritory tributary to the
river system enjoys an advantage which
rontributes greatly to Its' prosperity. In
effect, the baginraf the Lower Columbia
and the Willamatte Rivers, with accesas by
water, to Portlind, has by the Govern-
ment work at the Cascades been extend.
ed to Include the whole region tributary to
the river between the Cascades and The
Dalles. Already it means much prac-
tically to the Immediate country, while its
possibllitiea of advantage are great be-
yond ealenlation,

This last feature of the pituation is just
now belng 1Hustrated with Interesting em.
phasis by the conatruction by a Portland
company of a ralirond Into the Kitckitat
Valley, connscting with Portland by
means of rivar navigation. The Kilckitat
country lies eist of The Dallea obstruc-
tion, but It Ix sonnected with the Colum-
bin River at & péint below The Dalles
by the Canyon of the Klickitat River. It
is through this eanyon that a rallroad is
now belng oonstructad, to connect as
above atated with a line of steamboath
operiting through the Cascadas Locks
between The Dilles and Portland, Of
eourse, but for the Government work
which has made ihe navigation of the
Cascades rapids possible, this enterprise
would never havé been thought of and
the Kllckitat Valléy would have been left
for another; indefioile period ;to ploneer
devices and ‘to liinited, conditiona.

This KHekitst' entérpries is a thing
almost startling in what it suggests to the
capital and initlative of Portland. There
lles a great thobgh ril.but unoccupled em-
plre in Central and Southeastern Oregon
which the established rallronds have not

giod
HIH

1

Iry.

'BAR AND RIVER CHANNELS.

Conditions sof Peortland's
Righway to the Sea,

Water

sitlon have been the conditions at the
Columbian River bar and the channels

Interested misrepresentation his greatly
exnggerated the difficultiea of the =itus.
tion, but nobody ean deny that there
It In it & basis for adverse critlelsm. In
earller times both the bar mnd the river
channels were matters of smaill conse-
quence, but as the trafflc of the country
incraased and as the fashion in ships grew
larger, It was found that the conditions
would have to be artificially Improved.
Fortunitely, no problem was or is in-
vdlved In the matter.
Columbla bar has a width of elght miles,
4nd It 13 a mere matter of investment
artificlaily "to limit the breadth of this
flood and thus to Increass its dopth and

means to Increase its scouring power.
The National Government has undertaken
this work, and while its processes are
slow they are Hikewise sure.
it will be complete and that a permanent
fdepth sufficlent to any possible demand

Interestad person questions, In the mean-
time, even with the conditions at the bar
dt their worst, commerce Is not suffering.
Vessels of ordinary type freely come and
g0, with no further Inconvenience than
that involved in walting upon the tides,
And even the larger ships of Paclific com-
merce safely pass the bar at favorable
#easons. The record of losses does not
indicate that the Columbila River bar is
A dangerous one. More care s, of neces-
sity, given to the business of navigation at
thoe Columbia River entrance than at the
entrance to Ban Franclsen Bay or Puget
Sound, but this Is of Itself wholesome,
and e result Is seen In the rarlty of accl-
dents, elther to life or shipping.

Buch diMculties as have been encoun-
tered in the navigation of the river chan-
nels between the Columbin bar and the
City of Portland are annoylng rather than
dangerous. Delays there have been at

aged In these calm waters, Furthermore,
Portiand hax taken upon herself the care
of these channels, and under a system of
fpecial taxation provides for such work

few weeks each year of the very lowest
water, ample shiproom for a distance of
approximately 120 miles. A ship channel
of sufMclent depth to float any ship known
to eommerce Il' In process of eonstruction;
aod - already the work la sufficlently ad-
vanged to relleve any but an adversely

{ng.. In brief, the hazards of the Colum-
bia Hver bar and of the channels between
Portland and the ocean have been more

shipping Interest of Portland and the gen-
eral world of commerce far less than the
Imagination of ambitious commercial
rivals

THE RAILROAD COMBINATIONS.

Some of Thelr Immediate Effects
Helpful to Loecal Interests,
HATEVER may be the uitimate
effects of the'recent eombination of

railroad interests, it is falr to say that In

some ways up to the present time they
have: wWorked to the advantage of Port.
lahd. For example, prior to the past
year and a balf, the policy of the South.
érn . Paciic Company, which
aoveral “lines of rallrond In Western

Oregon, was to divert Eastern bosiness

in so far as it couid to the Callfornia

ola route. ‘This was, under the clrcum-

#tanpes, natural enough. The llnes con-

nécting California with the East were

ownéd by the same company, and freight
rofitefl that way contributed to its reve-
nuéa, while freight from Wastern Oregon
pdints routed by way of Portland and the

Alkédt Yine to the Eaat contributed to the

adventage of the Unlon Pacific Company,

By “the combination of these Interests, It

bocame 1 consideration to divert the

Western Oregon business to the shortest

and . easlest route—and that means the

rolite by wny of Portland. instead of the
route by way of Ban Francisco. Today,
all' Eastern freights originating In West-

o1’ Oregon go through the Portland gate-

fry by,
whaled—where there (s a possible connen-
fion. with river navigation, with its free |

at some length because they exhibit con- | chanced to run counter to the terms and

past been possible to get common rates
! for immigrants to any but general polnts

| required to pay local rates if they wished
| to look about the country, and this fact
| has been one of special disndvantage: firat,
HE only guestionabls clreumatances

rélative to Portland's commercial po- |

between the river's mouth and the city. |

. was willlng to extend the common-point

The channe! of the ,

the rapidity of its flow—and by the Jatter |

| Tornia line if they wish and look over the

That In time |

of commerce will be established, no dis- |

! grant;

timea, «but no ship Is ever lost or dam- |

as maintaining at all times, axcepting a !

interesied mind of the slightest forebod-

in: the nature of a bugabop than a real- |
Hy<—a Bhigabon which has troudled the |

operates ’

tion has changed this, for the arrange-
ment by which many companies co-op-
erate In the transcon tal haul is sab-
ject to a single will—the traffic director
of the combine—and once fixed it has the
admirable quality of staying fixed This
Is & point of special value In connection
with Immigration rates to the Coast.
Agaln and agaln rates have been agreed
upon by representatives of component
lines, only to be tiroken whenever the in-
terest or the whim of any one of them

conditions of the contract,
Under some principla not easily compre-
hensible to the lay mind it has not in the

like Portland, Tacoma, Ban Francilsco or |
Beattle. Immigrants coming here were

It réndered it difficult and costly for the
Intending settler to examine the country;
second, It promoted unsatisfactory set-
tlements too often ending ln disgust with
the country. Bot no matter what argu-
ments were presented, It was found prac- !
tically impossible to secure more favor-
able terms from the rallrcads, If one

rate, with atop-over privilege. another
would object; and when such an arrange-
ment was once or twice effectad tempo-
rarily, something soon happened to nul-
Hify It and defeat its purpose.

Under the combine, the desired arrange-
ment wrs Immediately put into effect and
bas been retained, with every Indication
that it will be permanent. Immigrants
now leaving Missour! River points are
ticketed wvin Portland to Ashiantl, with
privilege of stopping at one or twenty In.
termediate points, at pleasure—that Is,
they may go through almost to the Call-

country In detall as they go. This means
much to the southern part of the state
and to the upper parts of the Willamette
Valley, which are getting n good shire
of the incoming population, whereas, un-
der the old rule, they rarely saw an fmmi-
and It should further be added
that with the through llne In s own
hands the combine has adopted a most
Ilberal polley looking to promotion of the
Interests of the ¢ountry through Immi-
gration. The Harriman combination main-
taing an immigration office at Chicags
and by means ot regularly emplaydd
agents drums up ! Igration busi f
specles of enterprise Impracticable uru!er
the old system.

Oregon has not given her volee for rall-
road combination: in too many waye her
interests are menaced by it. The general
sentiment of the state In Instinctively
agninst It for It is felt that the powers
which hold It are too great for the per-

! manent safety of the country. But at the
same time It must be confessed that st
some points it serves the Immediate in-
terest of the country better than the old
system.

GROWTH IN POPULATION.

Ita Distribotion Through the
Half-Centary,

HE growth of the Pacific States iIn

population has been relatively slow—
. that is, the progress of the country has
not been comparable with the growth of
the regions nearer the center of the
U'nited States. This has been due to the
gerographical facts of our situation. We
have been too far away from the sources
of population. People coming westward
have found it easler and cheaper to wet-
tle In Kaneas, Nedraska and Minnesata
| tham to comoe on to the Coast. Many, too,

Past

; have dreaded the absolute separation from |

old ennnectlons involved in dlstance. And |
for a long period—before the connecting
lines of rallroad were bullt—the journey
was extremely diMeult, and In most cases
practically an impossibliity, on the score
of cost.

Oregon has beon slow of growth with
the rest of the Coast. Her first direct
itne of maliroad was not in operation until
| 1863, and there were special reasons why
| it at first contributed more largely to
popuiate the Btate of Washington than
Oregon. The westward movement always
auffers In deéepressed seasons, and while,
since the days of the rallroad, n great
body of new population has come into the
country, there have been times ax In
1883.4.5, when there was almost no im-
migrant movement. Within the past 1§
{ months the movement has been more
i rapid than at any time in the history of
| the country. The transcontinental rail-
roads have besn making commendabie af-
forts to advertise the country and bring
In new population, and very great things
have come out of it. Within the 30 days
for which a special Immigrant rate was
made last Spring, a total of about 220M
homeseckers came Into the two States of
Oregon and Washington, and the move-
ment continues at a rate of meveral thou-
sand persons eath month. The general
growth of populition In the State of Ore-
gon Is shown in the féllowing statement,
covering by deeadea the period since 1550
The figures have been complled from the
United States Census reports:
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way as a result of the railroad combinn.
tion.

_Agaln, In times past it has besn 4iM-.
cult to make and malntain agreements
between the several mllroad companies
| A8 to through rates for Pacific and trans.

MEASURES OF PROGRESS.

Growth of the State Iinstrated by
Agricultural Statistios,
THER Interesting mousures of the
progress of Oregon are afforded by
the census returns covering general
cultural Interests. nouunmm

they were more in detall and more syw
tematic In method; but with thelr many
deficlencies they are still all we have, The
figures following have been worked cut of
the officia! reports for a long series of
years. They are not presented as an ex-
position of the Industrial conditions of the
country—only as indicating the propor-
tions and periods of Its internal Industrial
development. The (ollowing table sets
forth the relative values of farm- property
by decades during the fifty years begin-
ning In 150 and ending with the Iast
enumeration in 1880:
Value of im-

o dmglul::n

n A
1850
i .8 1S4
1570
1580 ..
1560

The rnllnwlm: table indicntes the num-
bers of domesatic animals In the couniry
At the six census periods during the past
50 years, and it |s glven here as o measure
af the state's development:
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Btill another measure of the industrial
movement of the state Ts afforded by the
following statement (compiled from the
Natlonal census reports) of farm valua-
tlans froen 1550 to 1900, inclusive:

Farm wvaluations—

Farm Lands, fences
val n:lonu and huut‘ings

150 . RN .02 113, £19, )
10 .. JTETELIST 1a.a.r.m

The number and wvnluation of farms In
Oregon In i=wt I8 reported by the Natlonal
censits as follows:

No. of TATMS ....ccivuinnsens
With housss .... MvE
AcTrenge . 10,001 588
Acrenge |mproved ... oo 228308
Value farm property 172,90 257
Land and Implements,

briidings ... .
YValue of hulln"m;n
Value implements and machinery
Value of livestock
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ORGANIZATION OF TRADE.

Strong in Its Traditions, Its Caplital,
Its Energles and Its Men.

ROM the beginnings of ormanised com-

merclal operationsin the Pacific North-
west there has never beenm a time when
Portland has not been pre-eminently the
business capital of the country. Before
there were a thouaand people Inm Port-
land there was established here a body
of business men of which Hon. H. W.
Corbett s a surviving representative
figure, strong in character and business
experience and in established credit In
the Eastern citles from which they came.
They were not mere (ransient adventur-
ers, but men who had come literally to
grow op with the country. All at first
were general retall dealers, but as the
city emerged from the viliage they
drifted into specialtles and from. special-
ties into consolldations devoted to the
wholesale exploitation of particular
branches of mercantlle trade. Before the
plonecer era was past the trade of Port-
land had becomé w compléte and wvery
strong organism, with avery essential line
represented and supported by experience,
personal force and abundant capital and
with & credit In the great markets which
has never yet been Impalred.

From the beginning the mereantile or.
ganization of Portland has besn a strong
one, and brondly speaking the strong men
of the community have been merchants,
Clrecumstances have combined to stimu-
late the mercantile spirit of the com-
munity; and to this day Its tone, tem-
per and ambitions reflect the mercantlle
spirit. Even the social habit of the clty
Illustrates this fact. The clubs of Port-
land are essentlally sssocistions of moer-
chants, and wherever citisens are gath-
ered together there, In four cases out of
five, the talk I8 that of business men. So
positive s the business spirit of the city
that it has not developed among its own
sona the material for its own professional
equipment. Its lawyers and doctors have
sprung largely from the rural popula-
tion of the country or have come into the
country as Immigrants from the East

Whatever of general eriticlem may be
urged against Portland, nothing ean be
sild In disparagement of her mercantile
energy. Rival cities bave at some other
polnts claimed superiority above Portland,
but nobody has even pretended to rival
Portland as a center of trade, for in this
department she hasx stood so far ahexd
of all other citles as to outde them all
in the amount of capital employed and
in the volume of transactions, How
much of the general pre-eminence of
Portland has been due to her mercintiie
activity it is not possible to estimate
with any approach to accuracy, but thare
can he no question that it has been the
backbone of her life, the c¢onditlon which
has made every other condition suber-
dinnte.

Today the trade organization of Port-
land i» mot second in Its eapital, its per.
sonal strength or Its general power to
that of any other city of egunl populn-
tion In the country or of any country.
It Is complete In that It covera the whole
field of mercantlie activity and strong in
that every line |s well backed ind soundly
established In the fleld of our general
activities. Portland sells more commod!-
ties In the State of Washington than are
acld In the aggregate by the three Wash.
ington citles: she aells more to Idaho than
are sold by the cities of that state: and
to a very considarable extent, her apera-
tions extend to Aleska. PBritlah Colum-
bla and Montana. In some large lines
of trade calllng for very great eapjtal—
notably the dry goods trade—Portland has
the only houses whose peale of operm-
tions antitles them to standing among
the iarge mercantile organizations of the
country.

In. half a century Portland has acen-
mulated a great capital. Her rich men
are many—so many that she Is sald to
have more milllonatrea than any other
community of equal numbers In the United
Btates. And much of this great accu-
mulation Is of jate yeass golng Into what
may be called outside ventures. It Is
bardly possible to. go anywhors In tha
States of Oregon, Washington or Idaho
without encountering traces of Portiand
capital and enterprise. Portiand Is very
actively engaged In developing the min-
Ing resources of Southern and Eastern
Oregon: Portiand capital is at work In
the orchardas of Jomeph!ine County and In
the creameries of Tillamook: Pertland
caplital is tialiding a rafiroad Into the
Klickitat Valley In Washington: Port-
land capital is establishing Irrigation
works In various parts of Eastern Ore-
gon: Portland eapital s back of the trade
of many parts of Eastern Washing-
ton; Portiand capital ls the basis of
mueh of the banking buainesa of the coun-
try. Including the strongest financia) In-
stitotion In the City of Beattle.

There is a reason In the nature of

=~

things and quite lndependent of the finan-,
eial and personal streagth of the cit
why Portland should have and hold the

The business strength of Portlan
actual and reiative, [ncTeases year
year. Of late years she has begun
supplement her purely mercantils opers-
tions with home manufacture, and whils

portant slgnificance.
titlons of modern trade It is oftentimes
essential that there should be o close al
llance between the forces of manufacture
and the forces of distribution. Nowhere
is this better understood than In Port-
iand:; and the practice of the larger mer-
chants of the ecity 1a turning it to &
resource for the employment of surplus
capital

There is every reason to belleve that
the great prestige which Portland has
so long enjoyed as a wholesale centar
will be permanently retalned. She has
today overy conditlon and Advantage for
trnde that she ever had. Every step In
the progresa of the country is a fresh
enlargement of the fleld of bher apper-
tunity. Her energy and her capital are
dependable resources and there Is po
algn of fallure of her leadership of strong
business men.

NATURAL PRODUCTIVE CENTER.

Why Portland Is and Must Remaln

Busineas Headguarters of Oregon.

ORTLAND s the place acceasible to tha

ships of commerce where the produe-
tions of the Pacific Northwest can be most
easy and cheaply massed. This state-
ment summarizes the geographlcal advan-
tages of the city and eéexplains its contin-
ued leadership of the business and com~
merce of the country. A glunce at tha
map will show why this is so. Portigad
lles nt the extrome north end of the
Wlllamette Valley—at the point where the
river becomes deep enough for commercial
uses, Portland lles, too, at the polnt
where the only level route leading from
the great Columbia River Basin ap-
proaches navigable water. The meeting
of the Willamette and the Columbia Riv-
ers at tidewnter Ix in effect the junctiom
of the two great valley systems of the
Northwest. There !s no productive re-
glon which has not or may not have &
level road Into Portland: and this Is true
of no other city in the Northwest. Port-
tand lUes, too, In the gensml geographioal
center of the country, nearer in miles to
more sections of productive country ma
any other point.

These considerations make it plain why
Portland has always been and contintes
to be the headquarters of every enter-
prise to which the country as a hole
stands refated. For example, the milling
business, far and away the greatast of all
our secondary enterprises, Is carried om
it 8 score or more polncs. Iis agents
are In every district which ylelds wiieaf |
and its mills are almost as nu 3
Portland, at Dayton, at Walla Walla, at
Seattle, at Tacoma and at many othes
places. But its headquarters !s Portland
and its product goes for the most part
from the Columbia River gateway. KA
amaller and more Iocal exampls is af-
torded by the creamery business. Looal
creameries are now established every-
where in the country. There ars ¥ in
the lttle coast district about Tillamook
Biy and double that number in other
parts of the state. And thelr general
center is at Portland—and for two ress
sons. First, all lines of transportation
lead to Portland; second, It Is only in
Portland that general agencies of distris
bution are to be found. Other points are
limited In their capability bf buying to
the loeal consumptive demand. At Port-
land this local demand Iz greater than
olsewhers and when it ls supplied there
still remains the large outside demand
which seeks its supplies in the Portland
market.

These Instances {flustrate a fact of the
widest significance—a faect which is bound
to be reflected in every phase of the
development and progress of the country. .
Every advance in any llpe of industry
calling for & general headquarters aither
for Its supply or for the marketing of
its product must contribute something to
the business actlvitles of PFortiand. We
are just now. for example, developing
a great business in the line of animal
products, Our supply of the mw ma-
terinls for packing-house operations I8
expanding so rapldly that there must soon
be established new ficilitles on & V&Y
great scale, The matter has been much
discussed In all its phases and as & re-
sult there is but one opinion, namselr,
that Portiand 1s the only possible point
for such an establishment.

The significance of this situstion uﬂt
for no interpretation. It jJustifies every
hope that his been placed on the futurs
of the eity; It makes it certain that just
in proportion as the Pacific Northwest
advances materially so will the fortunes
of Portland advaince. There I= no pos-
sivle divorce of the Interesis of the ity
and of the country, for thelr mutual
dopendence ls no accident but a conse-
quence of natural conditions which will
not change. Of course, Portland's accu-

mulated capital Is 1 large factor in the
present activities which mark the opera-
tions of the olty; but that eapital i= of
{tualf & Jocal prodisct. It bas grown out af
the conditions which atill exist and which
must always control the geneml business
and commercial operntions of the codntry.

y

MUCH LAND YET LEFT.
Great Extent of the Public Domain

in Oregom. ' '

The State of Oregon contalns ALITT.480
acres of land, and of this 5,000,000 acres
5 still in the public domain. During the
past year 5,000 people have come to Ore-
gon to make thelr homes From every
county in the state reports ars recelved
tn the effect that the transfers of real
estate are more numerois and the values
involved are greater than they have ever
been befor=. While the price of land has
not yet undergone a very marked advance,
real estate is active and walues will In-
CTefde.

General Frelght and Passenger Agent
W. E. Coman, of the Southern Paeifio
Company, s=ave that he considers either
farm or city property In Oregon as the
safest Investment n man could make af
the present time. He feols certain that |
there will be a very material advance & J\
the market value of real property in “
state In the mext two or three years |"

Irrigation was the foundation of the -
wealth of Egypt. It will also make East-
ern Oregon one of the most prospergus
sections of the United States,




