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Big Convention.

MITCHELL SURE STRIKE I8 OVER

Principal Insne Before Meeting Wil
Be Provision for Men Throwna
Out of Work by Retention
of Nonunionists.

WILKES Pa., Oct, 1T—In ge-
eordance with the call issued yesterday by
order of the executive boards of the an.
thragite districta, all “jocals” of the Min-
ers’ Union throughout the coal fields
began eslecting delegates today to the
convention, which will be held here next
Monday to consider the acceplance or
rejection of the arbitraiion plan submit-
ted by President Roosevelt. Most of the
Jocsl unlons held their meetings tonight.
They all will have been held by tomor-
row night. J

It s practieally certain that a majority
of the delegetes will come to the convens
tlon instructed to vote In favor of ac-
cepting the arbitration scheme. The
prominent officials of the association have
no fears that the opposition will be
Strong enough to defeat the efforts of
those who favor ending the strike by ar-
Ditrting thelr diferences with*the oper.
atore.  President Mitchell does not care
to anticlpate the npotion of the comven-
tion, tut from his manner it s taken that
be hay not the slightest doubt as to the
resut, He will go into the convention,
and make & strong speech for the ac-
coptance of the arbitration schome.

The Principal Issue.

The indications sre thai the conven-
tion wiil j2at two days, and that there
wiil be murh debals on various features
of the arbitration plan. The princlpal
question to b disposed of before the plan
§s accopied by the miners will be that of
the miing care of all the men. Thé con-
¢itlon of the m!nes are such that all men
cannot be glven work immediately, and
eome will have 12 walt for weelks before
the companiles can take care of them.
The oporators will not diamiss the non-
union men in order to give employment to
A returning strilker, It is understood the
umnion wil]l take care of all such men who
fall to find Immediate empioyment, This
wiil be done by drawing funds from the
relirt fund, which is sald to be growing
sl E '

Preparations for Work.
The coal companies will do all in their
to mest the public demand for coal
parations for rosuming work as soon
&z the miners call the strike off are golng
on apace. It is estimated that 25 per cent
of the collleries will be In operation on
the fizst day after the suspeasion Ia over.
The rallroads are also making every ef.
fort to have enough cars on hand (o carry
the  fresahly-mined ocoal to market, They
m‘um!lns thousande of cars Into the
regions and piacing them on sidings st

the collieries.

‘The state troops are having an easy time
of i, and are expecting the withdrawal of
& portion of the diviwion any day. General
Gobin sald today thut reports of petiy
acts of violence, such a= the throwing
of stones at men going to work, are atill
being reportcd to him.

The stationary firemen, aMilated with
the Btatlonary Firefmen's Association of
FPennzylvania, who went on strike June
4, along with the firemen belonging to the
Mineworkers' Union, met tonight, and
decided to ablide by the decision of the
United Minewoarkers' convention. Presi-
flent Barrett and Secretary Mullahy were
suthorized 1o go before the arbitration
commission, and urge that the firemen le
granted the eight-hour day.

. ARBITRATORS AT WHITE HOUSE.

Wilson and Wright Discuss Work of
Commission With Roosevelt,

WASHINGTON, Ost. M.—Brigadler-
General John M. Wilson, the military
member of the csal strike arbltration
commission, and Colonel Carroll D.
‘Wright, recorder for the commission, had
an extended conference with Presiflent
Roosevelt toflay. They discussed pretty
fully the events Jeading up to the ap-
polntment of the commission,- and ten-
tatively some arrangements for its work.
On lenving the White House, General
Wiiron mnid it was yet too early to dis.
cumr for pubilention the work of the com-
misslon. He Indicated thet the body
would be organized in Washington, but
when and where its sittings would be held
were detalls which would be worked out
by the whole commission. It Is known
that the commisslon will not begin its la-
bore formelly untfl the miners ahall have
Bgreed to it. Later In the day, E. W. Par-
ker, the mining expert of the commission.
czlied at the White House with Dr. David
T. Dar, of the Geological Burvey, and
formally -accepted his appointment.

Mr. Parker remained with the President
and Colonei Wright for a conslderable
time, It is not yet announced how the
expehses af the commission will be paid,
The elvillan members will be entitled to a
per dlem to be fixed by the President.

Ciark Will Serve on BDoard.

NEW TYORK, Ocl 1I—E. E. Clark,
grand chief of the Brotherhood of Rafl-
road Conductors, who was appoluted by
President Roosevelt oy a member of the
coal strike arbitration commission, is in
the city for the purpose of attending a
railway empioyes’ meeting.

“l have not been officlally notified of
my appointment,” be sald. 1 will accept
with pleasure. I am a bellever In arbi-
tration, but not .In compulsory arbltra-
tion. 1 have a general idea of the dutles
of the commission: The strike has gons
home to the people more than any other
In the history of the country.”

Thomes H. Watking, another member
of the commission, sald he had not been
officially notified of his appolntment,

WRIGHT WILL HAVE NO VOTE.

Beill He Will Be the Man Whoe Renlly
Huns the Arbitration Board.

WASHINGTON, Oct. 17.—Hon. Carroll
D. Wright, as recorder of the commission
to arbitrate the anthraclte coal dispute,
will not have n vote, The following au-
thoritative statement Is made:

“The commission Is so constituted that
it will require & two-thirds vote to settle
&Ny point upon which there is o dispute.”

That means that Colonel Wright is not
1o be regarded as a member of the com-
misslon In passing upon gquestions at is-
#¥uc before It. An official of the War De-
partment, with a great deal of experi-
gnce, sald:

“In uil military boards and courts the
recorder ha® no vote, but he Is the man
wiho runs the board.”

Colonel Wright will kecp the records,
summon witnesses, carry out the orders
of the commission and perhaps prepare its
report under instructions.

APPEAL FOR MINERS.

Chicage MNinisiers Asked to Make
Speeinl Collection Sanday.
CHICAGO, Oct. I7.—The miners’ relief
sommiltes Of 100 has sent out & etrediar to
minlsters of Chicago churches asking a
special donatlon Bunday.
- *The close of the strike brings mo im-
medinta rellef to the sufferings of the
many thousands of women and ehildpen
I the povefty-stricken reglon,” says the

-MMWntqlm

AL A, Puo, Oct 17.—The Pennayi-

an Alabama Paper.

Montgomery Advertiser.

The Advertiser this morning prints an
editorial from a recent Issue of The Port-
land Oregonian on the subject of Confed-
erate homes, and incidentally touching
some other matters. The Oregonlan ls
one of the great papers of the Northwest,
and is one of the fairest and most ool
servative papers In ‘ma
Unlon. For thess r its op
are worth reading, but there are two .or
three points in the present mrticle that
we think should be dlscussed a lttle.
The tone of the editorial is ex-
eccllent, but it s not altogether fair in
some particulars,
in one paragraph the articles says the
Southern States ‘‘sre prosperous enough
todfly to provide asylums for those old
goldiers who are disabled by wounds and
disense,” and adds: “Bug the Southemmn
people do not Mke to pay a decent tax
for the sducation of thelr children, white
and black, and such a peopla are not
disposed to make a genercus appropria-
tion for the hundreds of ex-Confederates
who are spending their old age In pov-
erty with the prospect of a pauper's
Erave.” :

8o far a® Alnbama s concerned this
statement Is unjust and Insocurate. - We
admit that our state s mow sufficlently
prosperous to provide a Confederate
bome snd to keep it up, or provide the
major portion of the funds necessary for
that purpose, That, we think, wil surely
be done, and we need not disruss 1t now,
as the matter ls going to be fully dis-
cusged before the Leglalature meets,

such representations will be made to
that body ms will convince it that aid to
needy Confederates Is a duty which the
stiute owes them and which cannot be
h ably postp d ¥y longer..

What The Oregonlan has to say about
the schools of Alabama Is pecullariy un-
falr #s well ax Inaccurate. A few fig-
ures from the Auvditor’s report, showing
receipts and disbureementa for the fis:al
year ending Beptember 3, 1ML will show
the Injustice of The Oregonian‘s charge.
For that year the state's recelpts from
all murces were RMLES. pold out for
ducational purp ., ¥1,566,321.

This, as will be seen, shows that. a ]
trifle over B4% per cent of the total
receipts of the state for that year went
for educational pu Does the wtate
{ﬂ:r Oregon do any better than this?

. but there will
difference In the proporilonal
amounts. And. ns our contemporary
mentloned, “‘chiidren, white and black”
It is but fair to say that while these edu-
cational funds were fairly divided be-
tween the races ding to ®,
practically all the money weas pald in as
taxes by the white race. We hope soon
1o get, at least approximately, the
amount of money pald by the white and
the black races and the amount expended
for the education of the two races,

If The Oregonlan should meet this ar-
Fument Ly saying that Alabama should
raixe more money by taxation the reply
would be that the white people of thie
mate are paying just about as much in
taxes as they can afford to do, or should
be required to do. The time mey come
when the state will be able to expend
much more money for educatiopal pur-
poges than ls done at present, end when
that time comes no one will refolce more
than the Advertiser. *

Now, n few words about the rellef of
Confederate soldiers nnd thelr widows.
The state last year patd out $BLA for
pensions sand expenses connected with
the pension fund., This i not o large
amount, ond when it & divided among
the many claimants It 1= but a plttance
for each, and that It is no more is cause
of #OTTOW 10 every true Alnbamian. Than,
too, uin.llunﬁfm-ltﬂn.ithpm-
sible that some are dmwing who are not
really nesdy or deserving, but this seems

ETest

s well as others, are pay-

share of that 139,000,000
which goes to Unlon soldiers in the way
of penslons. If all the money pald for
pension purposes by Alabamians went to
her own velerans there
would be no lack of rellef for them. This
by the way. It Is not exactly part of the
argument, but we want The Oregonlan
to look at all features of the case,

But we are fully in agreement with the
sentiment, {t matters not from what
source It proceeds, which demands that
Alabama should provide a home for those
old veterana who have reached n polint
where they cannot, and should not, do
anything but rest. Many of them are
old. practically helplesa, and with no one
to 8o for them what they are each year
less able to do for themselves. The de-
crepitile of age, of sickness and of
wounds walks hand in hand with poverty
and want. The swmte can ovide a
Home for them, 1t ought to de It and 1t
must do It. No plea of high taxation,
financial Inabllity or enything else must
continue to prevent the state dolng ity
Guty to those whose gray uniform was o
badge of hanor acknowledged and recog-
nized by the clvilleed world,

The Advertiser does not want to be
misunderstood as to ta attitude towards
the offer made by Judge Torrsnce. Wa
understand, approve and indorse the
Epirit of independence which leads any
of our Southern people to objert to as-
klstance from the veterins of the Union
Army. That mpirit is nobje and com-
mendable, for we should talre care of pur
own, both as a matter of choles and a
duty which we owa, to them Bnd to the
cause for which they struggied, but *q¢
i= n condition which eonfronts us—not a
theory." Our needy veterans are not re-
celving the help which they deserve pnd
mun t to have. While this condition con-

ues we cannot feel any humiliatio

the knowledge that other old mld?er':
stirred by the ties of common brother-
hood, and actuated hy that spirtt which
makes one brave soldler respect another,
voluntarily offers to help us bear the
burdens which we, perhaps, have not been
in condltion to bear for ourselves. If the
freely tendered gift of a brave Unlon vet-
eran helps to make moare comfortable and
endurable the Inst days of one of our
old veterans we would welcome that gife
and feel no humilation- because of it

And 8o, when all the necdy veterans of
A.I.uhqma are cared for andg sustnined by
our own state and our own people we
shall rejoice at it, but till thet time comes
we should accept the help of those of the
other mide, not abjectly or fawningly, but
ar a kindly interchange of friendly sen-

timent between those who w
enemies, e ouce

Ing their full

The Mognaten Conferring.
Baltimors American, -

“We w!i!ll ;.h-ow the Impudent public,
asserts the first magnate, *
not be dictated to.” - b

“Certalnly we will" agrees the second
magnate. “I beHeve the time has come
for us to 1 rt the fas ~tatement
of Commodore Vanderbiic concernliig the
public.*

“No, no,” says the first magnate, who
= a umid but far-seeing person, ““that
would never do. If the public were—well
we shall say condemned—if |t were eon-
demned then it would not have to pay
anything for its fuel” i

More Evideneer Against Russis.

LONDON, 17.—Ia a Mspateh from
Constantinople, correspondent of the
Daliy Mall saye:

“It is said at the Tildiz Palace that the
Czar, in telegraphing the Bultan his
thanks for the reception accorded te the
Grand Duke Nicholas: repeated the lavi-
tation to Hin Majesty to renew the Un-
kiar-Skelessi treaty. Russia i» still will-
ing to ul'.r:m with '!':;h:r for the con-
cesslon of two coaling stations, one on the
Biack Bea, near Constantigople, and the
other on the coast of Smyran,”
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BOERS GET CHEERS, NO AID

ONE AMERICAN'S CONTRIBUTION
MORE THAN ALL GERMANY.

Genernls Are Saorry Now They Did |
Not Tour the United States Firnt—
Thelir Entertainment in Berlin,

BERLIN, Oct. 17.—The Boer Generals
now here are sorry they did not go to
America first for monecy, Inatead of mak-
ing a eanvass of the Continent, General
Botha sald today (hat they intended, of
course, to go to the United Btntes, but
as they had started to tour the Contl-
nent, they would finlsh thelr tour of
Europe before undertaking the trip to
America. There have been plenty of
cheers, but little money has been contrib-
uted for the rellef of the Boers. One
American contributed more than all Ger-
many., The tolal gathered here 1s $67.700.

The Germans are doing everything pos-
#ible to give the demonstrations an anti-
British character, but the Boers have re-
fused outright to do some of the thin
ruggestsd. For instance, 1t was widely
advertised that the Generals would this
morning place a wreath at the foot of
the statue of Emperor Willlam I near the
Schices. Enormous crowds gathored
there, and their cheers were heard by His
Majesty, who looked out of the window,
Finally word was circuiated that the
Boers would not come at all, As learned
afterwards, General Botha declined to
take part In the affalr that seemed to him
to have a political quality. The popular
explanation of the abanfonment of the
vislt to the statue was that a hint was
received from the pollee that It was unde-
sirable,

The Generals, with Herr Lisbermann
von Bonneberg. whe In the Reichstag
called Colonial Becretary Chamberialn
“the greatest knave In Europe,” drove to
the Relchstag bullding,.and inspected Bis.

| proposition referred to.

marck's statue outslde, while several |
thousand people *“shouted,” one newspa- |
per mays, “ruch cheers ns have not been
heard In Berlln since Katlser Wﬂhctm'll
triumphant ¢ntry in 187" :

Prince Herbert von Blsmarck onter-[
talned the Generals at luncheon In the
Relehstag reataurant.

The only Incldent which disturbed the !
afterncon . reception at the hotel, where |
the Generals ure staying was causéd by
a German “free lance,” who arrived hero |
from prison In Indla today, asking Gen-
eral Hotha to ecash two Tranavasl bills
for §M5, tssued In 1900, and given to the
man in payment for service. General
Botha said: “I cannot do It, my boy, I |
am a beggar mysell.” Count von Nor-
man dlscounted the bills as curiosities.

The Philharmonic House was filled to its

and president of the Boer reception com-
mittee, presided at the meeting. In the
course of his evening speech, he pointed
to the Transvaal and Orunge Free State
flags, which were suspended over the
etage and dressed In mourning, end sald
. thelr presencoe wos a slgn of the heartiest
sympathy for the Boers, and for admira-
tlon for thelr courage In arma. He

capncity for the _Boer mecting tonlght. |
Herr Locckhoff. member of the Reichstayg |

praised
the humanity of the Boers during the
war, which, he sald, they had often exer-
cleed to thelr own disadvantage and whieh
should serve as a modsl for all clvilized
peaple. The Generals, espaciaily Gam-n,
Dewat, recelved a rousing welcome. They
nll spoke in Dutch at considerable jength,
Pastor Ehowslter, who at one time iived
in the Transvaal,

transiating the I

| speechics, which were eager’y applauded,

The speakers avoided attacks upon Great |
Britain, but the sudiemce cried shame
when General  Botha referred to the
charges that Mr. Kruger had carried off
Transvani money, and mentioned ths con.
centration camps. General Botha assert. |
ed that the Boers would be true to the
veace treaty, llke men, At the mnelu-l

slon” of General Botha's remarks, Herr
Lueckhoff nsked the audlence not to cry
ehame. Oeneral Delarey desoribed the
miserable plight of the Boers in ex
#lye language, General Dewet sa he
hoped the Boers would have & great fu-
ture. and added: “We will wait until
God’s time caomes.”

This remark was greeted with thunder-
ous applause. Three young Iadles pro-
sented Jaurel wreaths to the Boer Gen-
ernls, and Generils Delarey and Dewet
kissed the girls who made the presenta-
tion. Telegrams of greetings were sent
to Mr. Kruger and Mr. Steyn,

RUSSIA POWERLESS TO ACT.

It Cannot levlu—‘?vrnu' With Tur-
key Without Consent of Powers.

VIENNA, Oct. 17.~The Austro-Hunga-
rian Foreign OfMice entirely discrodits the
report telegraphed from Bucharest, Rou.
mania, to the London Dally Mall that
Russla has proposed to Turkey a re-
vilal of the Unklar-Skeless! troaty of 1533,
whioh established a Ruseian alllance, un-
der the terms of which the Government
of Turkey undertook at Russin's request
to exclude In time of war all forelgn war-
ships from the Black Sea. while Rumssia
undertook at Turkey's request to furnish
her ald by land and sea If necemsary. It
is pointed out at the Foreign OMees hero
that all the European powers are con- |
cerned in the existing treaties governing |
the passage of the Dardanelles by forelgn
warships, and that It Lo not possible tor
Rusala to modify them without the con-
sent of the co-signatories, .

The Austrian Ambasaador at Constanti-
nople has also assured the Forelgn Offeco
in this city that no political matters wore
dincussed during ths recent visit to ths
Sulian of the Grand Duke Nicholas of
Russle, whn Is =ald to have made the

ALBAMANS ARE ROUTED,

Turkish Troops Are Rapldly Potting
Down the Rebels.

CONSTANTINOPLE, Oct, 17.—The milt-
tary authorities at Mitrovitza, Albania,
have secured complete control of the sit-
uation. They have captured Chlef Issa
Bolgetines, who with his followers re-
cently tore up the rallroad between Mit-
rovitza and Vuchiteln, nnd announced hls
determination to take up his duties at the
former place. The chief has been taken
to Saloniea under escort. The Albanians
at Mitrovitza and In fts nelghborhood
have beon disarmed, and the Runsian
Consul will occupy his ofMce shortly.

—————

Brigands Stirring Up Revolntlon. -

CONSTANTINOPLE, Oct. 17.—An offi-
clal communicition, issued today, de- |
scribes the fghting with Bulgarian brig- |
ands In the vicinity of Baslog and Djum- |
bala, and declares that the object of thera
brigands is to stir up a revolution. The

leation eontl H

“Lmperial troops have succeeded in rout-
ing and dispersing the brigands, and the
villagers, In consequence, are beginning
to submit and return peaceably to thelr
homes. The disturbances, Indoed, cannot
last; tranqulllity has already begun to as.
sert itself.)”

Macedonian Rizing Spreading.

LONDON, Oct. 1f.—Advices received
here from Salonica, European Turkey, |
dated Monday, October 13, report the In- |
surrection In Northern Maccdonia to be |
spreading. The telegraph wires have been |
cut in several places betwesn Melnik sndl
‘Djumbale, nnd many Turkisl reserves at
Balonlea have nlready been sent Into the
Interior, and largo numbers of reinforce.
ments have been ordered from Constan-
tineple tb Salonica. A telegram from
Vole, Greece, dated October 17, announces
that in the latért clash of Saloniea re.
atrvés have been called out.

IRISH REFUSE TO VOTE

ONLY ONE MEMBER ACTS WHEN
EDUCATIONAL BILL 18 UP.

Liberals Threaten to Retnran Home,
Unlens Balfour Agrees to Glve
Ireland a Hearing.

LONDON, Qct. 17.~With tha exception
of Timothy M. Healy, who voted to sup-
port. all the Irish membera of the Housa
of Commons abstalned from voting In to-
day's divielon on the education bill. A
majority of them advocate returning to
Irziand immediately, but no action in this
drection will be taken until It is seen
whether Premier Balfour is Inellned to
grant a day for the discuesion of Irish af-
falrs,

The leaders of the opposition have de-

. clded to oppose the agreement bestween

the government and thg Cunard Bteam-
ship Company In FPariisment on the
double ground of cost and principle,

ROSEBERY DIDS FOR SUPPORT.
Ex-Premiier Attacks the Educational
Polley of Brilisin.

NEW TYORK, Ocbl 1i.—Lord Rosshery
has divided with Parllament the honors
of political dny In a speech before the
City Liberal Club, a stronghold of cau-
tlous, conservative Liberalism, cabies the
Londéon correspondent of the Tribune.
The address of the ex-Promler was
a vigorous arraignment of the educa-
tional polley of the Government, and &
bld for the non-conformist support. It
will help, the speeial du-lupc& o concen-
trate the lines of attazk upon the Govern-
mont measure, and serve to reconcile the
non-conformists to his leaderahip of the

Liberal pariy.

Lord Roseery not only eondemned the
abolltlon of schoo! boards and advocated
an unequivocal municipal control over ed.
ukational mechanizm, bul was prepared to
consent to the purchase of a voluntary

| plant in order to establish a truly Na-

tional system and to settle once for all
the school question.

PREMIER DEFENDS GOVERNMESNT,

Denles Irinah Children Have Heen

Deprived of Primary Education.

PARIB, Oct. 12.=The Premier, M,
Combes, replied in the Chamber of Depu-
tle= today to the oppoeition’z attack on
the government, for the manner in which
the law of oamociations hes been en-
foreed, on account of the closing of un-
suthorized schoels, which was perfectly
lawful, saying that the resistance was in-
stignted by political agitators who de-
ceived the congregations regarding the
interpretation of the law. He denled that
any children had been deprived of pri-
mary education. They were nccommo-
dated In the state schools. It was not
true that troops had been marched
againet women. They were called out to
protect the government officials agalnat
violence pmvpked by fanatics,

———
Denounces Germnn Tariff BIIL

HERLIN, Oet, 17.—During the tariff biil
debate In the Relchstar today, Herr An-
trik, in behalf of the Soclal Democrats,
made & vigorous ‘denunclation of the
measure. He declared that the party he
represented would not support the bl
elther in Iis original form, or as amend-
ed by the committee, and if It were

paased, [t would stir up a popular move- 4

ment, which would “land In hades ajl
supporters of the bill and the whole class
Of Pruasiaon bankera.'

The Methodist church of Canada has 207 89%
members, & net increase of 2738 for the year,
mu.mmmutmmwmm

Methodlst denom-

Strikers’ President Acknowledges
Note of Roosevelt Notifying Him
of Arbitration Committee.

WASHINGTON, Oct. I1.—The response
John Mitchall, President of the United
to t elt's no-

tification that he hag appointed a commis-
made publie today. It informs

chosen by the President, and expresses
gratitude to the President for his patriotic
efforts to bring about an honorable set-
tiement of the strike,

The reply goes at length into the griev-
of the miners, and concludes with

on of the hope and belléf that

from this arbitration will come a “com-
plete, satistactory and perma
tion of the troubles which have vexed the
anthracite fleld from time lmmemorial”

Following s the text of President
Mitchell's communication:

“Wilkesbarre, Pa., Oct. 15, 1800—Hon.
Theodore Roosevelt,

5

October 16, which roads as follows:
have appointed as commissioners Briga
dier-General John M. Wilson, Mr. E. W.
Parker, Judge George Gray, Mr. E. E.
Clark, Mr, Thomas H. Watking and Bish-
op John L. Bpalding, with Hon. Carroil
D, Wright as recorder. These names are
uncerpted by the operators and I now
most earnestly mak and urge that the
miners likewise accept this commission.
It in & matter of vital concern to all our
people and especlally to those In our great
cittea, who are Jjoast well off, that the
mining of coal should be resumed without
a day's unnecessary delny.'

Aetion of Distriet Boards.

“Heplying thereto, I beg to Inform you
that your recommendations were sub-
mitted to the executive boards of districts
L 7 and 8, United Mineworkers of Ameri-
cn, and they have unsnimously agreed to
call a delegate convention, to be held
next Monday, and will recommend 1o the
convention that all men now on strike
return to the positiona and working places
formarly occupled by them, and submit
o the commission appointed by you all
questicna at lssus betweoen the cperntors
and mineworkers of the anthracite coal
flelds. In connection with this subjeot we
are =iad to kmow that the managers of
the coal companles have decided to recede
from the untenable position\ which they
50 long oocupled and to aecept 2 modified
proposition for the arbitration of the eoal
sirike and to give you full latitude in
the selection yf & commission.

“It will be” remembered that we pro-
posed on October 3 to place the whole
smatter In your hands and to accept &
verdict of a tribunal of your own selec-
tion. It will also be remembered that
the company managers at that time re-
fused to accept the arbitrament of the
President of the United States and pre-
ferred that of the Jocal Common-Pleas
Judger. We proposed to leave everything
to you without conditlon or reservation,
bhaving the utmost faith fn your !mpar-
tiality and good judgment.

“In thelr refusal to accept your arbit-
rament, the operators sought to hold you
In part accountable for the very condh
tions which you were trying to remedy
and to Instruct you ss to your dutles con-
cerning them. Elght days later they
again appeared before you, dropping the
Common-Ploas Judge and proposing to
ablde by the verdict 8 a tridunal ap-
pelnted by you, but atumptlnf to pre-
scribe within fixed and narrow limits the
character and vocatlon of the men you
Were to name.

Ohjections te First Peace Proposal

“To this proposition as the opesrators
made [, we were unaiterably oppomed:

“Firat, Because our respect for you as
& man and our ldens as to what (s due
to the dignity of your office demanded that
we should not be a party to a request of
you te accept this great responsibllity, ac-
eompanied by detalled and Impertinent re-
strictions ns to the manner In which you
should meet |1,

“Becond, Beecause careful analysis of
thelr proposition diselosed to us, as It did
to you and the publle, that the restrictlons
were too narrow to enable you to securc
under them a well-balanced and thor-
oughly impartial tribunal.

“But pow that you have yourself re-
moved these objections by broadening and
sirengthening the commission, “we feel
confident that our conventlon will declare
fts willingness (o have 'all questions be-
tween the employing companies and the
M per cent of thelr employes who are
members of our organization, determined
by the board of emicent and Impaciial
méen chosen by you,

“We foel grateful to you, Mr. President,
far the patriotic efforts which you have
mude to bring about an honerable settle-
ment of the strike—eflorts which you cop-
tinued, despite the remarkable spirit and
canduet which you at first found In the
company managers. We were In o posl-
tion to sympathize with you, inssmuch am
we had long been forced to endure arro-
gance, Insuit and false witness from the
seme source,

In Defense of Minern,

“Our gratitude |s due to you and to the
Amerioan people and the press who have
supported you and us in thelong struggle
which we hope Is now about to ciose.
During all these long months, In which
our motives have been lmpugned and our
characters maliciously assalled, we have
refralned from saying any word or tnking
any aetion which would t to remider re-
copellintion more difficult, Dut it now be-
comes A duty to defend ourselves from
the slanders which have been heaped upon
us and to procluim that we have, from
the firet, favored practically the method
wiich is now employad to break the dead-
lock. If our proffer of arbitration or Im-
partial Investigation had been mccepted six
mouths age instead of now, there need
have been no sirike,

“We have been mo eager, Mr. President,
to respond to the people's demand for
conl that during the progress af the atrike
we have more than once offered orbitra-
tlon, but we have Invariably besn met
with the reply. "We will not permit out-
slders to dietate to us In the management
of our own affalre. We have nothing to
arbitrate.” Now that the managers of
the companles have beeg compelled by
you and a thoroughly aroused publlc con-
sclence to reecde from this position, wo
are proud that the firmness and the herole
endurance of our men and women In sup-
port of their rights and of a vital Ameri-
ean principle have won the victory.

“The poor, under-patd mineworkers of
these ccel reglons, who tofl hard from
early morning untll late at night for a
livelihood, nchly supparted by orgnnized
labor In this and other lands, have taught
these corporation managers a useful jes-
soh In elvic and soclal duty.
over these tributes to the dignity of labor

hecause it 18 the triumph of rlght and of |

good publie pollcy. We do not, howsver,
oxult oyer our cpponents. We appeal to
them now, as we have from the first. to
turn their ofes to the future and to co-
operate with us In an effort to establish
better relatlons hetween employer and
employe for the cdvantage of both.
Operatora Are Fargiven.

*We forgive them thelr arrogant re-
fusal to deal with us, and In thin hour
when they are forced to acknowledge
their Inabllity to operate thelr mines
without our consent and co-operation we
hold out the right hand of (riendship
and ask them to join with us in securing
amicable relations and wholesome condl-

unqualified
declaration (that the lmported guarélans
of law and order, the companies” coas
and tron polics;, bave commitied more un-
provoked murders during this strike than
can be charged to the great army of men
wha have been in idlenesa for the past

and In languags

demned tranagressions of law on the part
of those on strike; we challenga the coal
companies to point to one public utter-
ancéd on their part in which they have
ever deprecated acts of violence com-
mitted by thelr hired guards,
White House Insult Resented.

“We declare that It was unfair and un-
manly for the coal road presidents to In-
sult us while we were your guests and
charge our organization with responsibil-
ity for acts of lawlersness during the
strike, It would be just as Jogical w
charge the American army in the Phillp-

torturers and robhers Dbecause a few
crimes were committed by soldlers there.
Untll the millennium there will be crimes
In every community, nnd human natufe is
the snme, no hetler and no worse, AmMOng
the half milion people dependent upon
the cogl fields as it is everywhere Iln our
country. -

“The pretense of the operators that they
were unable to produce coal because In-
timidation kept from work men who
were willing to work has been proved
falze by the fact that the prolection
which they dJdemanded has decreased
ratier than Incressed the number of men
mining coal. A hundred thousand troops
eould net have enabled the operators o
start thelr mines for the simple reason
that the men who work them are mem-
bers of the United Mineworkers of Amer-
lea, men who were deicrmized to stand to
the last for thelr rigbht o organize and
through thelr organization to demand
better wnges and Improved conditions of
employment.

“Deprivation, misrepresentation and
troops together were not sufficient to
drive them Into surrender. They stood
shoulder to shoulder to the last,

Compelied to Recognize Unlon.

‘The operators declared they would
have nothing to do with the United Mine-
workers of America, but they have found
it necessary to recognize the power of the
United Mineworkers of America, through
you, Mr, President, and to #eek terms of
peace, which will enable them 1o resame
their business of mining and =elling coal,

The recognition of our strength thus
forced ugon the operators by atern neces-
ity we Bxult over, not in any narrow

spirit, but because we believe it marks a
forward step towerd a new ers. Upon
the foundations lald through war, we are
ready to joln with them in bullding for
better c¢onditions and a long and lasting
poace. The United Mineworkers of Amer-
fca, since its organization in the amthri-
cite field, has constantly sought fair
wages and just conditions of labor—eon-
ditiora just both to oporators and miners,
We have never made demands beyond the
abiiity of the Industry to pay on & basls

labor and capital
Good Work of Unfon in Other Flelds,
“Amicable relztions between employers
and employep, the latter speaking
thelr organization: ‘adijusting all
les by concillatory methods, ay
cal strikes and lock-outs and s
stable and satlsfactory conditions to the
Industry’—our organization, by the rame
methods which we have proposed Ris se-
cured just such relations and just such
results (n the coxl flolds of the country,
Organization, lke an Individual, must
#and upon what # has done agd the
iife It haa livedd. We lavite scrutiny and
Investigation of oyr record and character.
In the maft-coa! flelds, we hive joint
conferences with the operntors, and with
them we adjust difforences: we sign joint
agreements, togelheor we preserve disci-
pilne, settle disputes and malptain har-
mony and stabillty in the trade. We
have askwed the anthraiclte operators to
Inquire of tha soft-coal operators how
well thoy are pieared with thelr business
relations with us: whether we keep our
agreementa anid render satisfnetory serv-
lee for wagea pnid to our members. One
business man might thes learn from an-
another what |z the charaeter of our or-

sanization, Many soft-coal opsrators
have gublicly deciared that they would
not dispsnse with our co.operation, and

would deem it 1 disaster Hf ecompellsd to
get back to the chaotic conditlons which
existed when thelr labor was unorgan-
lgedd.

Willing to Be Judxed by Record.

“Upon our past recont we are willing to
stand or fall. We have, time and time
ngnln, invited the anthracite operators to
wdopt these busipess methods, and to des)
with us on this basls, Despite repeated
rebufls, we persisted. but they resented
mny asttempt upom our part to organiza
thelr employes. They refused our over-
tures for amleable dizcusalon and possl-
bie adjustment of wage differences In
iolnt conference. They refused to have
any denlings with their employes, except
e individoils; thes refused conceaslons
and refused arbiteation; they put thelr
backs against the wall of prejudice, and
their faees arbitrarily agalnst progresa:;
they thought themselves stronger than
the great unlon princlple which Is miking
such strides throughout the world., While
combining thalr corporatione and pooling
thelr Intarests in hard and fast aillance,
they could deny the men who worked for
them the right to ormanize and speak
through their organizations.

The. Operntors’ Stand.

“When the conflict came on, they at-
templed to justify themaelves upon the
Jialse pley that oura s an irresponsible

Fofganization. When we demonstrated our

re=ponsibility and reilabllity, they then
asserted that we wers g [awless organiza-

tlon, which was dominated by viclence.
When the soclety attempted to Interfere
to settle the strike, they declared thelr

Ivinely appointed right to be let alone.
When représentatives of Natienal and
state governments tried in mediate, they
reganted such ‘meddling by politicians.”
But, thanks to you, JMr. Preaident, and
to the power of publle opialon, they have
been brought to a Tealization of the fact
that the interests or welfare of the Amer-
fexn people cannot be Ignored with im-
punity.

“Hy the eminent tribunal which you
have nnmed, we have confldence that jus-
tice will be done our people. We are glad
to have n chance to appear before such a
court, cmpowered to consider and dispose
of all questions at Issue, First among

We exult |

|

these Is the demand of the mineworkers
for increascd wages and a reduction In
the hours of libor; second, ia the rela-
tivne which ourht to exist between the
empioyers and the organization which the
men have formed and which they auther-
ige to speak for them. From this arbl.
traton, wo hope and belleve will come
a complete, satisfactory and permanent

solution of the troubles which have vexed
the anthracite field from Ume Immemor.
lal. Respectfully yours,

“JOHN MITCHELL,
“Fresident Unlled Mineworkers of Amer-
o™

Renignntion of Minlster Accepted.

VIENNA, Get. 11.—-The Neues Frels
Presse today anmounced that the resig-
nation of the Avstrian Minister of Justice,
Baron Spenz-Boden, recently tendered,

has been accepted. Premier von Koeber
wil pdminister the affalrs of the denart-
ment ad interim,

pines with being an army of murderers,

of equitable dlvislon of profit= between

e




