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FIRST ACROSS THE CONTIN!

EFFECT OF THE LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION
UPON THE WESTWARD EXPANSION OF
THE UNITED STATES., © »2 @2 @

HE arigin of the Lewls and Clark
expedition gives strong support to
the great man theory of history.
Exploration of » route to the
Pacific in the Istitude of the
United States was a long-cherished pro-
ject, promoted by Jefferson alone, just a8
the sals of Loulsiana to the United States

resulted from the sudden impulse of one
There was an |

man—Napoleon Bonaparie.
interval of M years between Jeflerson's
first efforts for such an expedition and ks
success In pending out Lewls and Clark
As early as Decomber 4, 178, he wrote as
follows to General George Rogers Clark,
the virtual savior of the old Northwest to
the United States, and a brother of the
William Clark who afterwards was ass0-
ciated with Meriwether Lewls In the ex-
ploration:

1 find they have submcribed & very largs sum
of money in England for sxploring the econtry
from the M to California. They pre.
tend It i» promote Knowiedge I am
afrald they have thonghis of colonizing Inte
that guarter. Bame us have Leen talking
Bere g A feeble way of making the attempi 10
saarch that country I 1 doubt whethsr we
have snough of that Kk
the monny. How would you o
a +? Theugh I am afrald our pr
pot worth saking the guestian.

Nothing scems to heve come of this ef-
fort. But only about two ycars later Jef-
ferson was enlisting other services for the
accompllshm of this pet pr yjoet of his
In his memolr of Meriwether Lewls he
BAYE:

Whils I resided in
yard, of Connectird
in the United Btals
mind. He had =
his voyagw
gulshed Limiecil
irepidity. <
was [OW
Hils Immedia
a marcantlile «
e
falled 11
e Kamisch
vessale 1o Nortka Bound,
latitude of the Miss
through that to e
weiped the ldea, and
of the permission of the

Ledyard s=ct out by
burg, and penetraied within 200 miles
of Kamtechutka, where he was obliged to
take up his Winter quarters. He was
preparing to resume his journey in the
Bypring when he was arrested by an officer
of the Empress, put Into a close carringe
and conveyed Lack to Foland, There he
was set down and left to himself. The

Taris (1780),
reived therr, w
rnerRy of

aled Captaln

bondy
Ceoakk on

anid distin-

n, crom in saine

penvirale to and
Stules He eagerly
asked 1o be sssured

Russian Government,
way of 8L Pelers-

o

Empress had never given her consent o |

the project. Jefferson soon had Ledyard
under another promise to make the trip
across the American Continent. July 18,
ITRS, he wrote Madison that Lelyard had
left Paris & few days before, en route to
Alexandria in Egypt, “thence to explore

g N7 "1y lescend o s
outh, promises me, U he escupea
(nrough s journey, he will go to Ken-
tocky and endeavor 1o penetrate west-
wardly to the South Sea.” Bui Ledyard
periched In the very beginning of his Af-
rienn exploration.
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b § 2

Jeferson's Untiring Energy.

A few years later, In 179, Jefferson was
again promoling a scheme to achleve this
end.
as he had proposed to the American Phil-
osophical Society, of Philadelphla. Two
men wore to be equipped to ascend the
Missouri, croes the Rocky Mountains and
descend the nearest river to the Pacific,
Meriwether Lewis and the French bota-
nist, Andre Michaux, were selected to ex-
eculs this project. Hut Frenchman
became involved in Genet's plottings to
precipitate the West in an attack upon
loulslana, then = Spanish possession. So
the expedition uf exploration failed to ma-
terialize.

Jeflerson’s repeated efforts a= a private
citizen In the promotion of westward ex-
ploration had resuited only In fallure. But
the exploration of the water courses af-
fording & route to the Paclfic could be
regarded as a matier of National concern,
and we might expect that Jefferson as
President would pob this oot and urge
the organization of expedition under
Notional susplees. A Government explor-
ing expedition, however, wis, in Jeffer-
son's time, an Innovation.
grinciples did not admit of such. “But po-
ltloal scrupies wers brushed aside when
his heart wns =¢t on & project as n patri-
olic measure. The contidentin! message
sent to Congress Januery 18, 1803, propos-
ing a transcontinental exploration, be-
trays a lurking senmse of Inconsistency
with his poiitical professions. The Louls.
fana purchase, however, a few months
later reveaied a startiing boldness in cut-
Ung free from political professions. This
latter step, since !t Involved the payment
of millons of the !mmediate
cdoubling of our Natlonal area, would nat-
urally be challenged in Congress, when
an expedition costing only o few thou-
sand and promising nothing revolutionary
would be indorsed without question. That
confidential message, asking for an appro-
priation by Congress for the equipment of
this expedition, exhibits wonderful adroit-
neEsa.

The Government was then maintaining
truding houses among the Northwestern
Indians, Through these

the

an

the Nile to lts source; crogs to the head |

Funde were ralsed by subscription, |

His political

REeNCies goois |

were sold to the Indinns on terms as 1%

eral as possible without diminishing the
capital stock employed. The good will of
the Indlans was thus secured and unde-
sirable private traders were el'minated
As the aet under which thess public trad.
ing houses were established was about te
expire and the question of the continu-
ance of the system would come up before
Cangress, Jefferson naturally took occa-
#on to explain his policy ln the adminis-
tration of the law, and to point out how,
through these Government establishments,
the Indians could be induced to provide
themselves with the implements of hus-
bandry and graduslly be brought to o
state of civillzation. The substitution of
agriculture for hunting would also relleve
& feoling becoming intense among them
that thelr iands were too restricted for
their needs. But private traders would,
by such & system, be debarred from for-
mer opportunities. To make zmends for
this, Jefférson proposed that the tribes on
the Upper Missour! should be visited for
the purpose of getting our traders admit-
ted among them. Thus most cautiously
and ingenlously did he lead up to his real
designs In proposing this expedition. Al-
most at the ciose of his messnge he comes
out with them:

While other clvilized natioms have encoun.
tered great exvense o enlurge the boundaries

|
|
|

of knowiedge, by vodertaking yoyugeas of dis-
F 1 va-
rious parts and dir Serne

to owe to s own L

tinent, and sc dire

of It. The lnterests of commeroce

principal object within the Con

ers of Congress, and that it ab

ndvance geographical knowied

nent can not but be an additlonal gretificatio
Organized as a Literary Projeet.

That permission might be the more resad- |
iiy guined {0 traverse the Loulsiana Terri-
tory, the expedition was presented under
the gulse of a literary project 1o the na-
tion then cliaiming that region. Congreas
responded with an appropriation of §2500
“for the purpose of extending the external |
commerce of the United States™

and not until three centuries later, In the
Independence of the United States, 44
something of its tremendous significance
for humanity dawn upon the world
America, with her new role In the world's
affalrs, politicsl and industrisl, has dur-
ing the Iast five years added immensely
to the revelation of what was involved In
the voyage of Columbus. B0, on a lesner
scale, but yet with grand import, is the

Lew!s and Clark expioration working out

its train of consequences. Its first effect
is shown In & series of noteworthy Gov-
ernment explorations under Long, Plke,
Dunbar, Freeman and othera. These
traced the courses of the main Western
streams from the Red River of the SBouth
10 the Red River of the North. By them
the mup of Loulsiana Territory was com-
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to the subsequent events that furnished
the bisis of our clalm to Oregon. Lewls
and Clark’s report on the Columbin re-
glon wnans neccasary, along with that of
Captaln Robert Gray, (o lead John Jacob
Astor to plan the occupation of that coun-
try with a system of trading posts, The
capture of what had been Astor's post,
where now is Astoria, led, as a sequel,
to the act of reatitution In fulfiliment of
the first article of the treaty of Ghent. In
the treaty with Spaln In 1519 the paraliei

of 42 degrees was insisted upon by our

Secretary of State as the northern limlit
of the Spanish poesessions from the
Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Coast,
That boundary line left us In possession
of the country of the Upper Missouri and
of the Columbin. This possession was the

lumbus and Ralich. as the father of tha
establiahment and f{ounder of such an empire.

Hall J, Kelley, who so persistently for |
20 yours, from 1515 on, advocated the occu-
pation of Oregon by an enlightened peo-
pie.” thus spoke of the settlement he pro-
posed to make In 1822:

From the plenitude of its own resources, It
will soom be enabied to sustaln Ita own opera-
tlons, and will hasten on to its own majesty,
to & prood rank on the sarth.

The provisions pertalning to this region
in our treaty with Spalin In 1519, and with
Russia in 124 and in the declaration of
the Monroe Doctirine, were inepired by
the desire (o debar deapotism rather than
by 2 consclous purpose to {ncorporate
Oregon within our National jurisdiction.
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the expedition was to be primarily In the
interests of sclence and world commerce,
rather than trade with th
is further confirmed by th
ferson bad Capiain Lewi

e immediatel n hi
leader of expedition,
Improve his knowledge of
gy and Indlan history.”
16, 1%, after the
Jeflerson wrote to Lewls

The object of your mi n
recl-wmter communication from séa to
formed Uy the bed of the Missouri, and, per-
haps, the Oregon

This is & relteration of the object of the
expedition given formal instruc-
tions drawn up for The alms of the
Lewls nnd Clark expedition were sclen-
tific and commercial, rather than political
and lmperisl. Jefferson did not bave it tn
mind (0 establlsh a clatm for the United
States to the Oregom country: nelther, for
that matter, did Columbus set out to dis-
cover a new continent, nor was his vessel]
the first to touch the malnland Never-
theleas, Columbus Is accounted the dis-
coverer of Amorica, and his voyage Is
held to have initiated that mighty train
of conacquences involved In the opening of
u new continent o civillzation, So the ex-
pedition of Lewis and Clark, the realizs.
tion of Jeferson's ldea, set In motion a
scries of evenls that has brought this Na-
tion Into & position of advantage In the
commeree and international politics of the
Pacific. The voyage of Columbus at first
led only to other voyages of exploration,

Indi tribes,
fact

B0 1o Fhils

appointm L
that he might
“botany, zoojo.
On November
expedition had started,

nx

the

the

pieted. Most naturally were these the se-
quel to the complate success of Lewis and
Clark. Coues thus characterizes
work of exploration:
The Continental Divide was surmountied In
different places, many miles spart. The
al travel by jand and waler, including
varicus slde-tripas, amountsd to about ome-third
rumference of the globe. This cost but
. and was done withoutl another serious
h often with great hardship,
h suffering and occcasional lmml-
The story of this adventure
ds ensily first and alone. This (s our Na-
timal opie of exploration
Resnlta of the Expedition.
While our title 1o the Oregon reglon was
in question and our claim to the Pacific
Norihwest was disputed by England, It
was customary (o nume the Lewls and
Clark expedition as one of four or five
links in the chain of our right. The list
commprised generally the following: The
discovery of the Columbin River by Cup-
tain Hobert Oray, the Lewis and Clark
expedition, the founding of Astoria, the
restitution of Astoria in 1818 Involving

' an acknowledgement of our possession of

the region: the transfer to us of the
rights of Spain to the Northwest Coast In
the treaty of 18N8, But were these events
equally and Independently declsive? The
naval battle in Manila Bay is recognized
by all as the declsive event leading to our
possession of the Philippines., It gave us
& foothold and brought om & traln of
events that called forth the desire to pos-
sess those islands. Much the same reiation

thelr ¢

rescit of the work of Lewis and Clark. I In Corgress some declaimed against bold- | naval forces,

Thus the Lewis and Clark expedition was

| proportions in the tem

Oregon was firmily and finally
lowed, as It were, In the foolsteps
Lewis and Clark

As thelr explomations stan
and comprehensive
settiement of Oreg
the United States
single event can
cal outcome,
facta of our

fol-

of

ours

in as strong
Iation

to
stand
n all
attainme

to a great histor]-
that grows of the
of

our facing both oceans,

rayed as results, in a m

work of these two explors

trall became the highway to

Our National Interests In Oregon
drew our attention to California
caused the presence there at the
crisls In Mexican rule of our milltary and

and

s Deriped

/848,

|

not merely one of a series of events form- |

ing the basis of our clalm to Oregon, but
It was the event that ecarried the others
In its traln. From It emerged gradually
the consclous desire to clalm thal terri-
tory. This pregnant relation to subse-
quent events can be clatmed for the Lewls
and Clark exploration rather than
Gray's prior discovery of the Columbla,
88 mo trace of any Influence on Jefferson
In his promotion of the exploration can
be aseribed to Gray's achievement.

Until the rallway locomotive snd the
ocean steamship in the ‘308 gave promise
of the virtusl annihilation of d!stance for
ths future, our clalm to Oregon could

for |

hardly have had In view the making of |

this region an integral part of the United
States. Up to that time we looked upon
it an oura to explolt in the fur trade and

| yond

to hold In trust as & home for the adven- |

turous and for the fugitives from oppres.
sion, who might here rear Institutions of
freedom and Independence. On November
19, 103, Jefferson wrote to John Jacob
Astor as follows:

I learn with great pleasure the progress yoo
have made towards an establishment on the
Columbia River. [ view [t as the germ of a
great, free and Independent empire on that
side of our continent. and that [lberty and
self-government. spreading from that as well
as this side. will insure their complets estab-
lishnent over the whele. It must be #2ill more
sratifying to yoursell to (oreses that your

did the Lewls and Clurk exploration Lear | nsme will be banded down with that of Co-

Ing it for any purpose. Congress was slow
in extending cur laws over the reglon,
even after a considerable body our
people had gone thither and were pieading
for an organization under the XNational
acgls,

These first settiers
shoMld be the destiny
glon. They were sclons of that stock
that had, from the time of the earilest set-

ol

| tlements on the Atlantfe Coast, been push.

ing tha frontier west., pressing on to the |
higher lands of the Atlantic siope, thence
through the wvalleys of the Appalackian
svslem, on by way of the Great Lakes Into
the Valley of the Misaissippl, even to the
river and across until the States of |
Mis=our! and Arkansas were formed be-

the pleneering spirit and
The Lewis and Clark narra-
tive, af many of the pioneers profess; the
digcusalons in Congress based in consider-
able part on that narrative, and the re-
ports of fur traders—these all helped to
kindle the Oregon fever In this ploneer
population, soa susceptible to such Influ-
ences, The route the great majority took
to Oregon was in principle the Lewls and |
Clark route, but better adapted (o their
purposes. Instead of taking the river con-
nection made by the Missour! and north.
ern tributaries of the Columbia, they took
the virtual junction next to the south- |
formed Platte, and the Lewls or Bnake
fork. Thus the movement through which

demonstrated what |
of ths Oregom re- |

This work had developed a pvcﬂp!r,l
| Imbued with
! TesLilessnens,

| of neceazity

The Oregon ploneers
prised no small part of
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nental.
Az the
bordering on the Paclie,
tunities are open fo
Mediterranean.” [t gives us 3
sdvantage for controlling Pacific
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Co-Operation In the Oregon Country.

Peeullnrly fortunate f= (¢t that the Lewis

rk Centennial
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Th and
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I=lon ur
country alacrity
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and that for half n century were undl-
narta of historie *0Md
This common history more than justifies
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But, n more profou See ) I
Columbia uget Sound
and ntural

“1iled Oregon.,”
Exposition
th »

ple of the

basins are one, Ao
velopment wili not |
bur will have reintions inereasingly Intl-
mate. Noture has so ordained It

This je-sonled co-operation In the

popesed Exposition s a glorfous sign of

remaln united

who

the recogniilon of the commually of 1nter-
etz that Inheres in thelr phys=ical unliy
At any it be so interpreted and

Exposition will have = and
It will have a natursl
It natural
whom

rate, let
misstan
create

an epoch.

address 't | piroh.«
co-operation
and result
The

from

wor and the natural ¥
rxfon create for It pecullar problems of.

bani=,
unite thore in

in
faniat

nr

transportation, markets and manufaciure,

What to Exhibit.

will be
exhibita
carcfully

Exhibits of thelr best products
bt mere congeries of
will pot suffice. Investigation,
planned and assigned at once

through t interyven
congresses of

to he car-

rled e years and

reported to industry,
maoree
tlon with

cnm-
and transportation held in ¢ r
the Falr will accompilsh t!

purposes, Every citizon whose experienca
scientific method mnakes him
ty In his line should be called on to
’mtﬂ his towards making this

reglon serve man more richly,

and an Aau-

part
wrehip of the country is avallable for help
Such

tha

Natlonal
Ammeriean
American
yught h=re

in solving theso problems of ours.
organizatons the Association

ancement Sclence,

*ational A el
Associn

1le Association

and thelr programmes ndjusted

many of our peculiar problems,

Evenis are ¢pochal as they
opening the way for a

as
the
ation, the
and the
=an b br
to handle
are timely
in natural 1
Such
ric A
M0 miles
excepdt
wers

work of Lewils and C
reglon some 60 miles Jong sl
wide lay a blank upon the map,
as rivers with Imaginary courses
projected through it. The young Natlon
situated on itz eastern border In lts vigor,
rise and spirit had a alm

Id be perfects Just such

» ax that of Lewils and Clark

and such migrations as those of the Ore-
meers In the eaply "Ws. Lewls and
thelr opportumity and selzed
it as heroess and benefactors of the Na-
tiomn, The their  glorious
achlevement is an Inapliration aniting the
aof the Paclfic Northwest In
t alming at the I st and most
aching good that eir resources will
It lies w them 1o 10HDS
they ought to do, and ean do—
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