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ASTORIA, April 18—The Cistsop Coun- | to the 3th of May. He ascended it about

ty Teachers Imstitute finished its socond
dey's 4] this evenl
was Gevoied to routine work. In the af-
ternoon addresses were dellvered by Pro-
fessor 1. P. Dyer, of Bishop Beott Acnid-
emy, on “Msnoal Training.” and by Pro-
fessor Toung, of BEugene, on “The Oregon
Trall™

This evening the exercises were beid In
the M. E. Church, which was crowded
with members of the instiute snd citi-
gens. Hom C. W. Fulton, president of the
school board, presided. Rev. Willlam
Sevmour Short, of Grace Episcopal
Church, pronounced the invocation, and
Frofessor W. W. Psyme, principal of the
city schools, delivered an address of wel-
omt.

Professor J. H. Ackerman dellvered an
nddress on “Progress of Education in
Oregon.” He =poke highly of the ad-
wancement Oregon had made in the past
fow vesr= in edpcational matters, e
pecially in the eecuring of favorable
Jegisintion, and the growing interest tak-
&n by the psrents and peopls generally in
the wellare of the publle schools. He
a0 mentioned many innovations yet
nbefed, some of which were nalreddy
planned. Among them i the estabilish-
ment of manus] training departments at
all educatismal institutions. He consid-
ered thess depertments  absolutely es-
sentin]l a8 5 means of teaching the puplls
20 be seif-rellunt, providing them with
an svoostion for gaining & livellhood, and
edooating them to look upon any class
©of honest labor as an honorable calling.

The principsl address of the evening
wae that of H. W. Beott, of Port-
Jand, who gave an interesting end In-
structive lecture on the discoveries and
warly exploratione in the territory adjs-
cent 30 the mouth of the Columbia River.
He spoke purticularly of the voyage of
Caplain Gray, ths first mariner to enter
the mouth of the Columbia, and of the
trip of Lewtis and Clark scross the plains
and mountsin renges to the Pacific. Mr.,
Scott spuke o glowing terms of the early
ploneers and missionaries, who came to
Oregon and lald the foundation for the
Eveateet commonwenlth of the Paclfic
Vorthwest. He urged his hearers to study
oarefully the early history of the stats,
ar the centennial anniversaries to be cele-
brated within the coming few years will
bring prominently before the people of
the whole country many important events
of Oregon's ploneer deye. His speech in
full was ps follows:

I trust 1 may be able to present the
théeme.on which I am to speak tonight,
though my trestment of it will necessari-
Iy be nadeguute, In o way that will pos-
sosy some interest for this audience, My
discourse s to be devoled 1o the dlscovery
apd exploration of Oregon, and to the first
esttlement in Oregon, of which Astoria
was the seat. | can give the sub-
Ject b sllght treatment, yet I indulge
some hope that I may present some parts
of the history o & way that may enler-
taln you,

Man says the poet, Is given power to
look before snd after; sand he adds that

surely this power wane not given “to
rust in us unused™ Another remygrks
that if we are indifferent to our ances-
tors and toc what we have derived from
them, we are nol lkely to jook to the
wellare of our posterity.

1 belleve 1t i with satisfaction that our
prople note an  increasing Interest In
the history of the “'Origins of Oregon.”
Attention te this history must become,

maore and more, & part of the educntion of

our children and wouth. Our system of
public Instruction must be depended on
as the maln agency in this work. The
matorials of the exrly history of Ore-
gor - rich nnd abundant. Indeed

of materinl s almost an em-

LI
barrassment; and he who begins an sd-

dress. which netcessarfly must be brief,
can do ne better than to imitate the man-
mer af the eple cycilst, who, In his In-
vocation of the muse asked to be In-
wirucied or permitted 10 bdegin anmywhere
part of the story.

By invitatiem T am today to give a short

—&l mny

acoount of the beginnings of our history,
at s place where those beginnings were
made. This jomality was the destination
of our very firet ploncors. Here was the
@cene of thelr work. Here, In the wision
of the poet, wne the band of pioneers,
founders of commonwealths, the first low
wash of the waves of migration, where
soon war to oll A great human soa. We

are approaching the end of the first cén-

Tenary oyvcle of this movement and be-
ginning of the second. It 1= especially
i1, therefore, that new interest in our

Ristory should now be awakenoed.
in yréparafion for the Lewls and Clark

Centennial there I be much to say
and do. till that event shall have been
disposed of" During the next four years
Oregon, and we trusl, nelghbor states,

mliso, 'will be busy with 1. We had the
centenninl of discovery In 1882 when
FProfessor John Flske wae here and de-
Uyvered his ndmirable address on the
pohievement of Captaln Gray in his good
ghip Columblise, We are now soon to have
the contenninl of the exploration which
confirmed to us the grest country reached
by the dlacovery. The history of these
transnctions, as the beginning of Amer-
foan empire on the Pacific Const, 1= a
record of profound interest. It has Its
place among the events of first Importance
in the development of the TUnited States
The Spaniards, earliest navigiotors ajong
the shores of the Pacific, missed the Co-
Jumbia River, and never peneirated the
estuary since known ns Puget
Nevertheless, £t 15 well attested
that the Spanish navigator, Heceta, in Au-
gust, 176, wasx off the mouth of the great
river noted U5 position and ohserved the
west flow of fresh water; and within the
pext thirteen years the place was diz-
tinguished Spanixh charts as the
mouth of the San Roque. It was exam-
inedl by Meure=, an English navigator, in
July, 1788 who, however, reported that no
viver exieted here. Nearly four yeans
jater “this oplnlon of Meares was sub-
soribed without gqualifiontion by Van-
oouver, after hs had examined the const
minutely, under the most favorable con-
ditions of wind and weather, and, not-
withsianding the assurance of Gray to the
contrary.’” Thus Greenhow, The actual
discovery of the mouth of the river was
made May I1L 1792 by Captain Robert
Gray. & New Enginnd navigator, who says
in hie log-book under that date: "Beheld
our desired port, bearing east-sputh-past,
e dleiance pf =ix leagues, At § A M.,
peing a Itle to the windward of the
entrance of the herbor, bore mway and
Tan in eant-north-east between the break-
ere. having from five to seven fathoms of
water. When we were over the bar we
found this to be & large river of fresh
water, up which we steered.” Captain
Gray remained in the river from the lith

gEreal

on

% milés. Meares left as a memento oOf

The morning | his fallure the name of Cape Disappoint-

moent to the promomtory onm the north
side, whers the river debouches into the
ocean.

Gray, =alling out of the river to the
northward, met Vancouver, who had
salled Into the 8Stralts of Fuca, and waa
compieting his examination of Puget
Bound—so-called by Vancouver for a mem-
ber of his party. Later in the year Van-
couver salled for the Bay of San Fran-
cleco, Jeaving his leutenant, Broughton,
to examine the Columbia River. Brough-
ton, In the Chatham entered the river In
November, 1702, Finding it difficult to
ascend the river with his bark, small as
it was, he took his launch and made his
Way up the stream 100 mlies. To the
ultimate point he reached he gave the
nams of Vaneouver. All the way up and
down he sprinkied pames plentifully.
Walker's Island was noamed for one of
his men. To Tongue Folnt he gave the
name it bears to this dry. Young's River
and Bey he called for SBir George Young
of the British Navy. To Gray's Bay he
gave the name it bears as a compliment
to the discoverer whose ship had laln
in it soms months before. When Brough-
ton entered the river he found a small
Engllsh wvessel which had been up the
coast to the northward on a trading voy-
age, and on its return southward had
turned into the Columbla River. This
vessel remained in the river till Brough-
ton was ready to sall with his own brig,
the Chatham. It was the bark Jenny,
end her commander was Capinin Baker,
Hls name ix perpetuated in Baker's Bay.
The Chathanm and the Jenny went to sea
together; and Baker, though disappearing
then and there from history, has left his
hame to us forever.

The !mportance to the Untted Btates of
obtalnment of & footlng upon the Pacific
was seen even at thix sarly day; but It
was appreciated only by a few of our
statesmen. To Thoman Jefferson the
honor 1s due to gqulck and early apprehen-
sion of the significance of Gray's discov-
éry. Confirmation of our title to Oregon
was associated In his mind with the acqui.
&ition of Loulslana, Each was B necessary
part of the imperinl scheme. Even before
the acquisition of Loulslana Jefferson
had planned an expedition across the con-
tinent to the Oregon country and to the
Paclfic Ocean. The expedition was not
organized, however, befors the purchass
from France was completed; for In fact
we had no right to send an exploring
party through the country of the Upper
Missourl, A few years later the expedi-
Uon of Zebulon Pilke, into Colorado and
southward into Spanish territory was Ar.
rested by the troops of Spain; but after
the members had been held as prisoners
for & time they were returned to the
United Bitates. France probably would
not have been prepared to arrest an expe-
dition from the United States traversing
her territory to reach the Pacific Ocean;
but with the compietion of the Loulsiana
purchas® the danger of such an incident
wis averted. The Lewls and Clark party
was organized quickly after the purchase,
and started up the Missourli River In the
yeur 184, Wintering at Mandan, on the
Missour], It pressed on In 1805, passed over
the Rocky Mountains In the Summer of
that year, descended the Kooskooskle
branch of Bnakes River, and followed tha
great water courses of the West, till on
the Tth of November, 1806, the horizon of
the Pacific Ocean burst upon the view be-
tween the two lines of breakers that
marked the debouch of the great river
into the great Pacific sen.

The country was already called *“‘Ore-
gon,” though the name had as yet ob-
tained wvery Ittle currency. In Carver's
Travels, published In London In 1778, the
name had first appeared. The origin of
the name is one of the enigmas of his-
tory. Unarver professed to have recelved
it from the Indinns In the co;mtr)' of the
Upper Misgissippl, where he had been
pushing his explorations. The Indians,
he says, told him of the River Oregon,
flowing to the Western ocean; but how
much of the tale was hls own Invention
it &= Impossible to say. He had & geo
graphical theory and war seeking conflrm-
ation of it: for the great breadth of the
country was known from the general
trend of the Pacific Northwest Coast line;

and It was naturally belleved that =o
Erest & country must contaln a great
river, Yet the Indians of the Upper

Misslssipp! country could not have known
anyihing about it, Carver hit upon the
name “Oregon™ in some way we never
shail know. Jefferson used the word in
his Instructions to Lewls and Clark, show-
Ing that it was beginning to have a vogue
before *"Thanatopsis'' was written; but
it was Bryant's solemn poem, with Its
sonorous verse, which appeared in the
year 1817, that famillarized the word *‘Ore-
gon” and soon put it on every tongue.
Varlous sccounts of the Lewls and Clark
expalition had appeared both In the
United Btaves and Europe before the ap-
pearance of ““Thanatopsis,” but undoubt-
edly It was Bryant's expression, ""Where
rolls the Oregon,” that did most to spread
the name before the world,

The men of the Lewls and Clark expe-
dlitlon were the first Americans who came
acrose the continent to the Oregon coun-
try and the Paclfic Ocean Alexander
Mackenele, twelve yvears earller, had come
from Cannda passing through the conti-
nent and over the mountains from Peace

iver, which flows Into Athabasca lLake,
and thence diecharges It waters through
the Great Slave River and the Mnackenzie,
into the Arctlc Ocean. From the head-
waters of Peace River Mackenzle passed
on west to the stream which Ister took
the name of Fraser River, and after fol-
lowing the river for some distance, struck
directly west for the Pacifie, which he
reached in July, 172 Mackenzie was the
first man who crossed the continent to
the Paclfic Ocean north of the Bpanish
poasessions, which at that time had an
indeterminate northern boundary. This
boundary was fAxed afterward at the
forty-second parallel by treaty between
the Unlted States and Spaln.

On the results of the expedition of
Mackenzie and of the voyage of Vancou.
ver the British Government was already
basing a large end general clalm to sov-
ereignty on the Pacific. President Jeff-
erson hastened the organization of the
exploring expedition to go overland from
the United Btates, for the purpose of
strengthening the rights we had acqulred
through Gray's discovery, und of antipl.
pating further expeditions asnd clalms of
Great Britaln. Lewis and Clark were not
here too soon, for the English already
had other expeditions In preparation, and
their explorers were on the Upper Co-
jumbla but a little later than the return
of Lewls and Clark from the mouth of
the stream. ESlmon Fraser, In 1508-8, fol.
lowed to the sea the river that bears his
name, belleving at first, &as Mackensle

before him had belleved, that he was on
the Columbia; and another Englishman,

riving at Astoria in July, 1811—some four
months after the occupation by the Amari-
cans. President Jefferson had been ex-

of Great Britaln and of
Northwest Company, with whom dlsputes
about territorial right were feared—but In
fact, the expedition did not esosps their
notice; for no sooner did Lewis and Clark
appear on the Missourl than thelr expedl-
tlon was discovered by the British, snd In
1806 the Northwest Company ment out its
men to establish posts and occupy terri-
tories on the Columbila. This party, how-
ever, got no further than the Mandan vil-
lages on the Missourl but another party,
dispatched In 1808, crossed the Rocky
Mountains by the passage of Peace Riyer,
and formed a small trading establishment
near the 54th degree of Iatitude, the first
Eritish post west of the Rocky Mountalns.
But It was not until 1511 that any English-
man came through to the country of the
Lower Columbla, and then the Paclfic Fur

his edition of 1E93, with notes and com-
mentary—the best ever published.

A first-rate suthority for the condftion
of affairs at Astoria, from the arrival of
the Astoria party In March, 1811, tll
abandonment of the enterprise In 1813,
{s Gabriel Franchere, whose book, writ-
ten In French and published In Montreal
in 1819, was translated into English and
repyblished In New York In 1854 Fran-
chere, It Is well known, came in the Ton-
quin and remained in the country tili
Astor's partners here sold out the bhusiness
to agents of the British Northwest Com-
pany; when he returned home, across the
contlnent. It was a large party that left
Astorin April 4 1814 In all there were
ninety persons, who embarked in ten can-
noes, Franchere reachad Montreal In Sep-
tember. His statements make it certaln
that the partners of Astor could have
maintained their position in the country,
had they possessed resolutlon and cour-
oge. Astoria was not in fact captursd
by the Britlah, but was transferred under
a busineas arrangement to agents of the
Northwest Company. Truoe, the British
sloop of war Raccoon, of ¥ guns, arrived
at Astorla goon after the transfer had
been made, and it would not have been
possible to hold Astorla after that, even
had the Americans desired. But Franohere
says the Pacific Fur Company need not
have retired from the country. “It was

Is Irving; but the historical elemeni in
his “Astoria’ is overiald on almost every
page by the romantle. He Is everywhere
on the borderland of romance, when not
wholly within Its realm. Put the art Is
of so high quality, simple and unobtru-
sive, that the reader scarcely suspects
the narrative, which Is true, indeed. In
its outline, and apparently the perfection
of truth, from the way It appeals to the
Imagination, through the attractive drems
in which it s presented. Irving's story
1s an eple. Of his tale of the jour-
ney of the overland party of the
Astor expedition, an appreciative review-
er has sald: ‘No story of travel Is more
familiar to the public than the tale told
by Trving of this adventure, because none
I1s more readable as a tale founded on
fact. The hardships and sufferings of the
undisciplined mob that struggled across
the country were terrible} some deserted.
some went mad, some were drowned or
murdered, and the survivors reached As-
toria In pitiable plight, In separste par-
tles, at different times. This was the
secohd transcontinental expedition through
the United Btates, having been preceded
only by that of Lewls and Clark; but to
this day no one knows exactly the route,
Irving plles his golden pen elastically,
and from It flow wit and humor, stirring
scens and startling incldent, character

ASTORIA AS IT WAS IN 1813.

Frontispliece in Franchere's Narrantive.
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Company, or Astor party, was already es- !nnly necessary.” he explaing, '‘to get rli'l! to the life; but he never tells us where
of the land party of the Northwest L‘om-: these people went, perhaps for the sim-

tablished here. |

But north of the Columbla River there |
was basis for the claims of Great Brilt- |
aln; and the controversy known in our |
higstory as the Oregon question, arosc.
Nelther party was, In truth, able whn!l}'l
to exclude the other: but It was the sxpe-
dition of lewls and Clark that gave us
the strength of our argument. The talk
on our slde of “fifty-four-forty or fight'
was merely & ory of & party; say rather
the Insolence of partisanship, for Great
Britaln's clalms to a standing helow
“fifty-four-forty' rested on A basls 100
solid to be disposed of In this way; and,
besides, our cladm of “‘ffty-four-forty”
rested merely upon a convention between
the Unlted States and Russia, threugh
which the latter had named “Afly-four-
forty'’ as the southern boundary of her
American possessions. But to this con-
ventlon Great Britaln was not a party,
nnd she justly declured that her rights
ecould not be concluded through any nego-
tiation In which she had not participated,
or in whose results she had not promised
agreement. The guestion, therefore, was
still open ®ms between Great Britaln and
the United States. Both countrles had
pndoubted clalme. Great Britain, by re-
trocesalon of Astoria to the United States,
after the War of 1512, had acknowledged
our right In the country. She had, In-
deed, never made any serlous pretension
to the territory south of the Columbia
River, but had Inslsted on that stream
as the boundary lne. We had, however,
In Gray's dlscovery, In the exploration
of Lewils and Clark and in the settle-
ment of Astoris, a chailn of title that
made 1t imposstble for us to conslder this
clalm, 8tlll, there could be no tormina-
tlon of the dispute till the slow migration
of our people to the Oregon country grad-
uslly ertablished Amerlean Influence here;
and finally the considerable migration of
1843 gave the Americans a declded pre.
ponderance, especially in the country
south of the Columbla. But the boundary
question dragged along, the British claim.
Ing as far south as the Columbla and
we clalming as far north as fifty-four-
forty, till the final settlement in the
year 1548, %

The hibernation of the Lewls and Clark
party to Fort Clatsop l8 a famlilar story
here, especlally, since so many of the
people have visited the spot and are
perfectly acquainted with the surround-
ings. It !s known, of course, that the
party first encamped on the north side;
but exposure to Winter's winds caused
them to seek a more sheliered position
on the south side, to which they re-
moved about one month after thelr ar-
rival. From the journal of Captain Lewls
wo ascertaln that raln sometimes fell
here, even befors there was an offl-
elnl Weather Bureau to gauge it, The
eountry round about Is very fully and ac-
curately described In the journal, 1t is
hoped that the site of Fort Clatsop may
be acquired for the state. Officlals of the
State Historlcal Boclety have wisited It,
and some negotlation has beeén had con-
cerning it. The spot where sHlt was
made by evaporation of sea water for
use during the Winter and for the
return journey has been identified and in.
cloged. It 1s In Seaside Grove, between
the Necanicum and the ocean, and since
identification the “salt calrn" ls seen by
everyone who vislts Clatsop Beach.

Hitherto the journal of Lewls and Clark,
with Its descriptions of the country as it
wns then, of the Indlans and thelr mode
of life, has been too lttle studled by our
people. It should be in all our lbraries;
knowledge of it 1s Indlspensable to any
falr comprehenslon of the basis of our
history. Tt should be studled as the “An.
abasis” of the Western World. We are
coming to the first centennial of this ex-
peditlon and Intend to celebrate it; but
we shall not know much about It, uniess
we study the journal of Lewls and Clark,
Oregon 1s under great obllgations to the
labors of the late Dr. Elllott Coues; for

pany, who wore completely In our power;: | ple reason that he never knew.
then remove our effects up the river upon |

some small stroum, and awalt results, The
sloop of war arrived, ir is true; but as in
the case 1 suppose she would have found
nothing, she wonld have left, after set-
tng fire to our deserted houses, None of
thelr boats would have dared to follow,
even If the Indlans had betrayed them to
our lurking-place. But those at the head
of affalrs had thelr own fortunes to seek,
and thought it more for thelr Intercst
douhtless, to et as thew did; but thay
will not clear them In the eyes of the
world, and the charge of treason to Mr.
Astor's Interests will rlways be attached
to thelr characters.”

A picture of “Astoria as it was In 1814
Is the frontisplece of Franchere's book.
It will be roproduced with publicalion o!
this sketch. It strikes one as a very aec-
curate outline of what the =ite of Astoria
may be suppofed to have been st that diy

The principal in this betrayal of Mr,
Astor's Interests, as well ag those of the
United States, was Duncan McDougall
who had left the Northwest Company In
1810, to enter Astor's s=ervice, He came
out in the Tonquin, and soon after took
to wife the daughter of old Concomly,
chief of the Clatsops. An amusing ac-
count of the unctuous and pisclvorous
nuptials s glvén In some of the chroal-
cles of the time. There are fcatures of
the story better sulted to private read.
ing than to public recital. MeDougall re-
mained herg till April, 1817, when he final-
Iy left "Fort George” and returned to
Canadn. In selling Mr. Astor out he seems
to have been overborne by the superior
tact and force of J. G. McTavish, the
principal agent of the Northwest Com.
pany. One of his assoclates In the Paclfic
Fur Company (Alexander Ross) says that
MeDougall was “‘a man of but ordinary
capacity, with Irritable, peevish temper,
the most unflt man in the world to head
an expedition or to command men,' An-
other chronicler says that old Concomly,
after the transfer, “no longer prided him-
self upon his white son-In-law, but when-
ever he was msked about him, shook his
head and sald his daughter had made a
mistake, for, instead of gettlng a great
warrlor for a husband, she had marrled a
squaw.” But we shall dwell here no
further on these Incldents in the early
goclal high JNfe of Oregon. '

Other writers at first  hand, besldes
Franchere, who have dealt with this early
history, are Alexander Ross and Ross
Cox, both of the Pacific Fur Company
or Astor party. Ross came In the Ton-
quin, Cox In the Beaver, Astor's zecond
versel; Cox's hook was published In Lon.
don In 1831; that of Ross In London in
1845, Ross spent not Ices than fifieen
years In the Cplumbia Rlver reglon, after
which he settled at Red River., Cox's
book covefs sixX years at Astoria from IS11
to 1517. Both narratives have high value,

The same must be ald of that portlon of
the journals of Alexander Henry, which Is
devoted to the Lower Columbla country.
By the palnstaking annotations of Dr.
Coue:u. these journnis also have been made
to possess nn inestimable value to all
who feel an interest in the early history of
Oregon. Alexander Henry, of the Engillish
party, came to Astorin November 15, 1813,
In his journsl he has minutely described
the conditlons then existing here. He
visited the Willamette country, of which
he has glven a description; In one way or
another he mentlons every man In the
country at that tlme, and moreover he
made a speclal catalogue of thelr names,
His journal terminates abruptly, with an
unfinished sentence May 21, 1814 On the
following day he .was drowned In golng
trom *“Fort George” to the ship Isaac
Todd, which was Iying In the river below,
Donaid McTavish, one of the old propri-
etors of the Northwest Company, and five
boatmen, were drowncd at the same time,

Incomparable among those who have
contributed to the literature of this time

He wufts
us westward on his strong plume, and we
look down upon those hapless Astorians;
but we might as we!ll be ballooning for
aught we can make of this celebrated
ltinerary.” As to description of the route,
this Is a true criticlem: but Irving has
supplied the imogination with a truer
pleture of tha hardships of the expedl-
tion; coming and golng, than any dlary
written on the journey could have glven
us, Men who go through hardships ean
seldom describe them. Indeed, the most
dreadful hurrors that moen suffer are litle
remembered, X =

The only descendant, so far 1s I know,
of any momber of the original Astor party
now lving In Oregon is Colonel Crooks,
of Portinnd;, who holds an official posi-
tion In the O. R, & N. Co. Hla father,
Riamsay ‘Crooks, came with the overland
or Hunt party, and returned in the same
wiy. Much of the journey both ways
was made in Winter, and the sufferings
of the party from destitution, fatigue snd
cold were extreme. Ramsay Crooks and
John Day were separated for a time from
thelr maln party, were robbed by the In-
dinns and stripped of thelr clothing. and
as the weather was silll wintry (it was
early Spring), they were saved only by
elmple good fortune., Perhaps we should
pay It s "one of those miraculous es-
capes.” Bome of thelr companions,
whom they had not seen for a long time,
and were not known by them to be In the
vielnlty, appeared, and they were res-
cued. Day became insane, and dled, it ls
belleved, at Astoria, for to that place he
was fent back by Indlans after the party
had started on Its return to the East.
Crooks llved to an old age, and dled In
the Btate of New York In the year 1850,

‘It has come to pass now, In the course
of nature, that the ecltizens of longest
residence in Oregon are those who were
born here prior to 1840, or perhaps I
should say 1842 With the single excep-
tlon of the venerable Willlam, of Forest
Grove, 1 know no survivor of the Im-
migrants of American natlvity who came
previous to that year. But there is & man
still living at Port Hill, In the Kootenal
country, North Idaho, who saw Oregon
before any other person now living saw
it. This is David McLoughlin, son of Dr.
MeLoughlin, now over 80 years of age.

e was here, In his early boyhood. with
his father, over " years ago. I am per-
mitted to read an extract from o letter
written by him to a friend in Portland,
only o few days since, which l8 very in-
teresting, He says:

“Oregon was a fine country in my early
days—a park on & large scale, that could
not be surpassed even by artificial cul-
ture, It mattered not at what point {m-
migrants or travelers entered this Western
shore of America, at each of its thresholds
n sceng of beauty awalted them. Before
the Anglo-SB8axon nrace penetrated the
Rockies there was no clvilizatlon In the
country that ls worth mention. It was
In its natural state of beauty, romantle
and grand, with its ‘endless prairies,
streams and forests and wild animals of
all kinds for the use of man. Hwure and
there, scattered throughout the country,
snow-capped mountiains were to be seen,
enhancing the grandeur of 1ts' scenery,

“The Rockles for many long yeara
served as a barrier against the advance
of clvillzatlion. This barrier was at last
overcome by the {mmigrants seeking afisr
a new couniry In the yalleys of the far
Columbla in 1583549, But this s not the
place to commemorata the trials and pri-
viations endured by the Immigrants befare
they reached thelr final haven. From the

banks of the Missourl to the Western
slopes of the Rocky Mountains they strug-
gled on with a constancy almost unpar-
alleled In history.

“The savage man, the savage beasts,
hunger, thirst and disease; in fact, every

kind of !mpediment which pature could
pince in their way, had all been overcome
with Anglo-Saxen tenacity—yet the long
journey and accumulations of terrors for
thelr families had ashaken the hearts of
the stoutest among them.

“It was betwesn Walla Walla and Wii-
lametta Valleys that the immigrants suf-
fered most, on account of the ralns and
boisterous weather in the Fall of the year.
I beileve thers was not one but gave a
heartfelt prayer of thanks when they saw
the broad valley of the Willamette bathed
in the sunlight beneath them and learnt
from others Lhat this was the land of
Ophir they soughi and that these virgin
acres were Lo be thelrs

“Therefors, the immigrants and ploneers
of Oregon, men and women of the Anglo-
8axon race, who have given to the West.
ern shore of the continent Its greatnesws,
deserve the greatest praise, honor and re-
ward for thelr valor and endurance In
raising the Oregon reglon to Its present
rank of greatness in so short a time. It {8
marvelo It sarp Imagination of
man.

It has grown to an empire state in
wealth. population, culture and in trade,
all In about # years.

““They have cleared away the forests,
bridged the streams, bullt citles, spanned
the continent and crossed and recrossed
and checkered It with highways of iron;
they have planted orchards and vineyards
upon side hills and In every wvalley within
its borders, It Is marveious to contem-
plate the achlevements and explolts of
these people.”

And to the missionary effort that pre-
ceded the general Immigration n debt is
due that never should miss acknowledge-
ment, when the story of the acguisition
and settlement of Oregon ls recited. The
missionary enterprise began with Jason
Lea In 18, Next came Samuoel Parker
in 1835 ‘Whitman and Spaulding, with
W. H. Gray, followad im158. In 1538 came
Walker and Eells. By 1300 there were In
Oregon 13 Methodlst and six Congrega-
tional ministers, 13 lay members of the
Protestant milssions, three Roman Catho-
Hle missionary priests, and a considerable
number of Canadian settlers of the Ro-
man Catholle faith. If the misslonary ef-
fort did not succeed as its authors boped
in Its direct purpose of helping the In-
dians to uplift and regeneration, it did
succeed greatly In its secondary purpose.
which the American missionaries aver
kept In view, namely, In lending ald to
the foundation of a commonwealth undar
the sovereignty of the Unlted States
Long +time thers was dixinclination
to give the missionary work in Oregon
the credit that justly was its due; for
after the rush of immigration began the
missionary peopie were, so to speak, inmun-
dated by It, and what they had done was
for a time overlooksl. But geing back,
As now we must. to the study of our
“origina’'—and we shall do this more and
more—we are compelled to recognition of
the great work which the missiooaries
did. 1 do not say that Oregon would not
have been held without then; but they
were a powerful fuctor In holding it

The story of the tollsome march of the
wagon trains over the plains will be re-
celved by future generntions almost as a
legend on the borderiand of myth, rather
than as veritable history. It will be ac-
cepted., Indeed, but scarcely understood.
Even now to the survivors wiho made the
journey the realities of it seem half fabu-
lousa, It no longer has the appearance of a
rational undertaking. Rapld transit of the
present time seems almost to relegats the
story to the land of fable. No longer
can we understand the motives that urged
our ploneers toward the indefinite horizson
that seemed to verge on the unknown,
Looking back at the movement now, a
mystery appeurs in it. It was the fnal
effort of that profound impuise which,
from & time far preceding the dawn of
history, has pushed the race to which we
belong to discovery and occupation of
Western lands.

Oregon, from the circumstances of her

settlement and Its long Isolatlon, and
through natural interaction of the mate-
rials slowly brought together, has a char-
acter'almost peculiadly Its own. In some
respects that character is admirable. In
othars it is open to criticism. Our situa-
tlon has made for us a little world in
which strong traits of character peculiariy
our own have been developed: it hawm also
left us somewhat—Iindeed., too much—out
of touch with the world at large., We do
no adjust ourselves readlly to the condl-
tions that surround us in the world of
opinion and actlon—{forces now pressing in
upon us steadily from all sides,
A The life of a community is the aggre-
gate life of the Individuals who are its
units, and the general law that holds for
the individual holds for the soclety. Only
as the conduct of the man as an indi-
vidual and of the man In soclety In
brought Into harmony with surrounding
forces, under the government of maoral
law, can any community make progress;
and of this progress experience becomes
the test. In our day rthe multiplying
agencies of civilization operating with an
activity constantly cumulative and never
before equaled, are turned, under the pros-
sure of moral forces, Into most powerful
instruthents for the instruction and benefit
"of mankind. It ls probable that nothing
else has contributed so much o the help
of mankind tn the mass, either in matarial
or moral aspects, as Tapid |ncrease of
human Intercourse throughout the world,
Action and reaction of peoples on peoples,
of races upon races, are continually
evolving the activitles and producing
cnanges in the thought and character of
all. This influence develops the moral
forces as rapldly as the Intellectual and
material; It has brought all parts of the
world Into dally contact with each other,
and each part feels the Influence of all the
rest. Common agents In this wark are
commerce In merchandise and commerce
in ideas. Neither could make much prog-
ress without the other. Populations once
were stagnant. Now they are stirred pro-
foundly by all the powers of social ngita-
tion; by travel. by rapld movements of
commerce, by dally transmission of news
of the importiant eventa of the world to
every part of the worid. Motian is free-
dom: it Is sclence, It Is wealth, it {= moral
advancement. Isolated life is rapidiy dis-
appenring; speech and writing, the treas-
urea of the world's Merature, Hfused
throughout the world, enlarge and expand
the general mind, and show how much (a
conteined within humanity of which men
once never dreamed.

The true life of a people fs both & his.
tory and a poem; the history is a record
of the material development resulting
from their industrial energy; the poem
represents the growth of character, the
evolution of the mordl, Intellectual and
spiritual forces that make up their lnner
iife. These two phnases must unfold: to-
gether, If there Is 1o be any real progress.
There {8 an antagonism between them,
yet each iz necessary to the other. With-
out cultivation of the mnaterial and me-
chanleal, which acts upon matter and pro-

duces wealth, man Is a mere ldler and

| stroy the 160 blank bonds on band.

dreamer, at his best little betler than the
Arzbian nomad. Without cultivation of
the moral sentiments, or attentlon to the
calls of his inner and higher nature, ha
loses himaself In gross materiallun, and
no answer s found In hilm to appeal to
Ideas, to heroism or to exaited virtbe

Phases of the life of a prople pass away,
naver to peturn. In the Orat settiement
of & country the conditions of nature pro-
duce our customs, gulde our Industries,
fix our ways of {ife. Later, modifications
take piace, fashioned on changing condi.
tions, This process, long delnyed through
our isolation, s now going on rapidiy, be
fare our eyes,

In one of his “Ramblers” Dr. Johnson
says, truly: “Whatever withdraws us
from the power of our senses; whatever
makes the past, the distant or the future
predominate over the present, advances
us 1o the dignity of human beings.™

The study of our own history s chlefly
valuable for {ts moral significance and In-
fluence. It Axes our attentlon upon 1ihe
organization and structure of our soclaty
and carri#s the Influence of other times on
Into our own. It stirs up to activity the
forces and agencles that build up char.
acter, that Indicate duty, that prompt to
action. These are the forces Wwe WwWank
Busled only with our own times and the
conditions they present, we fnll into j=v]
ty; we forgst what we ows to our pred.
écessors, and therefore do not knaw what
we possess, nor realize it value. Unly
can was know what we have or wharse wae
are by study of the course through which
our present position has been attained
To live meraly in the present withowr
regard to the past, Is to be careless of Lhe
future, If a people do not know thelr
own history it Is the same as If they had
no history. For, as Bucon says, ln ona of
his pregnant sentences: “The truth
knowing and the truth of being i» all one:
the man is what he knoweth.” It is nos
enough that this historfoal knowledgs bae
possessed Dy the few., "The remnant
should not be the only custodianw of such
a heritage. We may hope that study of
our Pacific Northwest history will
and henceforth recelve the wide attention
it dwserves, Not the least, therefore, of
the grounds upon which we ought to wel
come the coming centennial of sxploration
ia the aducational work In our own history
that It will effeot among us. The in-
spiration of thalr past ls the grestes! of
motives for a progressive people,

This Is & rembling address, not Intended
to concentrate attention upon any partieu.
Iar svent in our history, but merely (o
contribute a Iittle lo the intsrest of a
special occasion, by passing befors the
mind some of thea incidents and events
rendily offered to the gleatter of our ear-
Uest records, with someo reflections there-
on. The mpproach of the Lewis and
Clark centennlal makes all this moss
matter—and the mass of It s greal—
worth renewed study; for In the celabra.
tion of this centennial we should have w
knowiedga of the underlying facts of our
history, as well as of detall and propor.
tion. It was the Lewis and Clark axpe
ditlon that enabled us to follow up the
claim based on dlscovery of the Colum-
bia River, and enabled us, moreaver, (o
anticipate the English (a thelr further
expiorstion and discovery. It enabled s
to hold the country west of the Rocky
Mountains and south of tha ith parallci
to the Untited Statea, It gave us the foot.
ing that enabied us to negotiale with
Spain for the southern bounidury of the
Oregon country, which was fixed at the
€4 parnllel, And, as Wwe wWers alrendy
firmly placed on the Puacific Coast nt e
time of the war with Mexico, [t was one
of the direct sources of our ncquisilion
of California by the double method of
conqueast and purchase. Thus we Dave ac-
quired on the Pacific & vast coast [iag;
we have sstablished great and growing
states, supported by a cordon of Interior
atates from the Mlssisalppl westwurd. we
are In positlon for defense in war and for
defense and agsression in trade; at owr
Pucific ports we are nearsst od the
great nations of commerce &nd civiliza.
tlon to the trade of the Orlent. The Lawis
and Clark expedition, to which the groal
reaults so plainily pun back, stands there
fore as one of the leading eplsoden of ow
National history. We must celobrate [is
centennial tn 1905, and celebrate it In a
manner and on & scals commensorats
with its National and historical Impor-
tance. Oregon, of courss, must take the
lend ‘In the preparation for this event. It
Is worth while, then, to use every oppnr-
tunity to awaken Interest In the history
of the beginnings of American dominion
in the Pacific Northwest.

It is In this spirit that T have respomded
to the Invization for the present oecvasion.
On such a subject it 18 almost natural
to fall into tediousnsss or prolixity, by
attempting to cover tno much ground
Shor essays, or lectures, In serfes, offer
method for popular treat.
great subject, and this can
speclal thoroughness unider
our #tate educational
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an exceilent
ment of this
be done with
direction of
tem,

Tomorraw the members of the Institute
will take an excursion to wvarious polnts
of historical intevest I this WVicinity.

BURNED 150 GOLD BONDS.

Port of Portland Commission De-
stroys Last of 1501 lasae,

Paper which, If it had been lexs
signed and authenticated, would have
been worth £150,000, was reduced to ashes
In a couple of minutes In the furnace of
the Worcestsr bullding, yesterday afler-
noon. Port of Portland bonds Nos. 351 1o
00 Inclusive, all payable In gold
% years, were destroyegd by order of the
commisaion. They were the lasg of Lhe
fssue of 3600000 authorized by the Leglaln
ture of 1881, In the past I years
commisslon hae lssued SO0 of bonds
The act of the recent Legisiature umier
which the commisalon wis reorganised
prohfhits any further lssue of bonds and
the commission yesterday declded to de-
Alter
the bonds had been counted, Clerk Stov
ans made them into & bundle and toak
them (o the basement of the bullding.
Commissioners Selling. Banfleld and Rolily
were appointed a committes (0 accompany
the cieck to the furnace and bear witness
to the act of burning $150,000 that might
have been. While Clerk Stevenms atirred
the burning paper so that the draft couid
get at it, Commiastoner Banfleld told the
fireman that his furnace was using mighty
high-priced fusl Paper, he sald, makes
the finest fuel.

“How (oes It compare with sawdusy?
asked Commissioner Seiling.

“Qawdunt of equal quantity with those
bonds would last no time.” sald Commis-
sloner Banfield.

The committes reported that the bonds
had been destroyed and an entry o that
effect was made in the recorda

niter

Opposed (o Improvement.

There I8 opposition to the proposed Im-
provement of East Beventh street. and a
remonstrance has made Its appearance
The petition has been In clreulation sev-
ertl days. Some have stated they want
the improvement carried northward acroas
Snllivan's Guich, which s Impossible. [t
{s conxidarsd unfortunate for Central East
Portla:nd that both Enst Sixth and Bast
Sevenih streets should remain In their
present condition, when all the other
streets, north and south, out to East
Sixteenth street, have bDeen Improved.




