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JUDGE LINDSEY ON MORALS,

« Hen B. Lindsey, Ji
n any rales in discussing so Important a subject, [ have long been bronght tn

e Cowurt, Pemper, Colorgdo.—IL 1s bard to lay

e conclusion that all chlldren are frankly and innocently unmoral. The chili

takes what he wants 1f he can get {t, not beennse he i an ombryvonie thief, but bes
cause this ik nature] not human naturs, but nature {taclf, and I think we have
nd thut pature Is geldom altepistle, The normal ohild i merely a healthy Httle

nal to start with, and we mmst remember always that his morals devolop, grow
vith his growth and strengthen with hig strength, only when he is guided in the
right {lirection, Therefore, this being the duty and responsibdlity of the parent and
teacher, we have a right to assome that when a chilid {8 immornl after that p('['i'-n[
care and developmoent that should hgve been part of his life, the troulde must
have been not 8o much with the child, bur with those wlio hayve been responsiblc
for iirecting the child: conrequently wo muat put the responsthility whergit helongs

iy the home, the school and the chureh, Theae throe geedt institutlons ure

sible for the morals of the childl lnrgely) they are responsible for the dirs

jon of the childd, In the home, the school and the chorch the child recelves thit

pt and teaching that ia necessary in the development of {te chiagacter; but, 1

found in my own experience that this precept and tenching counts for little

unless it s accompanied by example, Thin example must, of course, be iy accord
with the teaching, Tt must be furnisheil pot only by the purent and teacher, but
dso hv the citizens of the community. And [ would o further. anil aav that it

must be furnished by the community iteelf, by the public officials {n the commu.

Sy it follows that if we are going to teach morality successfully, we must
L M

iy
tnke heed. T think, of the very homely truth expressed by Mark Twain:  “'If voy
vouldd trafn up & cohild in the way it should go—go that way yourself."" Now I
watit to urge one or two practical things;, 1 have found {n our court work that
nathing helps more than little talks with the children. Sometimes these talks are

hetter deliverad tn private: in fact. T should say in most cases; sometimes with the

hildeen all together, T should say it is more
wpon such suhjects as concern morals than to teach gramimar, a
T have just been advisal that in Cdlifornia they have passeil a law requir-
such teaching {n the schoals, Among the subjects T wonld recommend wonld
sandom for the probationers in our conrt, who

to have frequent talks

ithmetic, or geog

mng

he these, which T have selecterd at
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