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Edycational Purchase.
WASHINGTON, D. C,,
Febh, 28, 1810.

To intending Bidders on Coal and
Others Interested

The Government purchases the greater
purt of its fuel supply on gpecifications,
that is, the bidder guarantees that his
ponl will give, by test, a certain number
of heat units in the coal at time of de-
livery und a certain per cent of ash, and
if thecoal delivered varies from the val-
nes which the bider establishes, the coal
& paid for at a premium or deduction,
according as the |}U:l]il-_\‘ is above or bes
low the standards establizhed by the con-
traator

This miethod of purchasing coal having
given such satisfactory results with the
Govertimient, as wall as many commereial
51”"". thie office has decided to adopt it
for the purchase of the fuel Fupply for
tiu-',‘-:r[".':.l"- Aceordingly, the proposals
which it will roon issue, inviting bids on
coal for the fiseal vear 1910-1911, will
oqll for tatements Illf the t_ll]ﬁ”l.\‘ of the
eout which the bidder praposes to furnish,
Expressed in terms of British thermal
UHHE “as received” (the condition of
Cosl ut time of delivery with regpect to
the per cont of water carried) and ush
mojsture ),

“I]l’}' i |

': fl'i'é" f!’u!lu

The valnes which the bhidders submit
with the pries per ton on their bids will
be congtdered in determining the award
of the and these values if
succeseful will become & part of the con-
tract, being the standards upon which
the price to be paid for coal delivered
will be determined,

contract,

Analysiz of sam-
pleg of conl taken from every delivery
will show the quality of the eoal being
furnighed, and from which, with the
values guaranteed by the contractor, the
price to be paid for the coal iz deter-
mined.

[f any proepective bidder does not
know the quality of the coal which he
proposes to furnish, hie will be permif ted
to forward samples of this coal to the
laboratory of the United States Geolog-
ical Survey, Washington, D. €., for ana-
lysig, the analysis determining the
values to accompany the bid. It iz pre.
ferred, howeyer, that the bidder establisgh
his own It is important that
the standards determined by the ana-
lysiz of submitted samples, or the values
furnished with bids, do not

values,

establish o
higher quality than can be actually

maintained under the terms of the
tract
I this connection it should be
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