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R eal C auses o f  In d u str ia l A ccid en ts
iustavu* M yer in 

F ed e ra tim ii 't .)
At a t'tile  w hen w orkm en » com­

pensation  law » have a lready  been 
enacted  in tw en ty -tw o  s ta te s  anil 
ag ita tion  is under way to  extend 
these laws and broaden th e ir  pro 
visions, it is rem arkab le  th a t the old 
assertio n  tha t alcoholism  is re sp o n ­
sible for the bull, of in d u stria l acci­
d en ts  is being d issem inated  w ith a 
con tinued  virulence

W ere it not th a t th is ap p a ren tly  
system atic  a ttem p t to  rep rese n t the 
w orkers as d ru n k ard s im poses upon 
m any people people w ho do not 
know the facts, it would h ard ly  be 
w orth  the  e ffo rt of serious a t te n ­
tion. But it is an assertio n  th a t un ­
fo rtu n a te ly  has its ram ification  of 
influence. It is to  be m et w ith  in 
books which, a lthough  of an obv i­
ously shallow o rd er and  full of the 
m ost g la ring  genera liza tions, pass in 
some q u a rte rs  as "au th o ritie s ,"  and 
in th a t capacity  a re  solem nly and 
freely  cited. It is an a sse rtio n  co n ­
spicuously appearing  in reso lu tions, 
speeches o r s ta te m en ts  em an a tin g  
from  individuals o r o rg an iza tio n s 
having e ith e r  the  scan tiest o r most 
p rejud iced  know ledge of the  w orkers 
o r ben t upon d e libera te ly  sp read ing  
an im pression  hostile  to  labor. All 
o f these  g e n e ra to rs  and c ircu la to rs  
o f th is  a sse rtio n  a re  by no m eans in ­
fluenced by th e  sam e design. Some 
a re  m erely ig n o ra n t ;  o th e rs  a re  both  
ig n o ran t and in te n tio n a lly  c a re le ss ' 
o f  w hat th e  fac ts  are. finding it 
e a s ie r  to  m ake co n ven tiona l g en e ra l­
iza tions th a n  to  spend e ffo rt in a s ­
c e rta in in g  the  fa c ts ;  o th e rs  u nscrup ­
u lously  d n ifeu sh a an ite so n rse tao ish a  
ulously find such an  a sse rtio n  useful 
in p rom oting  som e u lte r io r  pet r e ­
form  such as p roh ib ition  law s; still 
o th e rs , p a rticu la rly  ce rta in  co rp o ra- 
tio i s, w elcom e diffusion  of th e  a s ­
se rtion  believing th a t it rem oves the 
odium  th a t w ould o th e rw ise  he 
th ro w n  upon em ployers for th e  r e ­
sponsib ility  of cond itions lead ing  to  
in d u stria l accidents.

T he cum ulative o u tp o u rin g  of the 
a s se rtio n  th a t alcohilisn i causes 
m ost industria l acciden ts has un-1 
doub tcd ly  had its effect upon th a t 
p a r t of th e  public no t fam iliar w ith ; 
in d u stria l cond itions. It is an effect 
not to  be ignored. It c re a te s  and 
su sta in s  prejudice, if not a n ta g o n ­
ism, of a positive k ind  aga inst labor.
It has a s tro n g  tendency  to  place 
labor on the  defensive in a d irec tion  
in which labor lias every  ju st r e a ­
son to  reg a rd  itself as the in ju red  
p arty  and  be the ag g resso r fo r re c ­
tify ing  m easures. A lso it g rea tly  
te n d s  to  d irect a tte n tio n  from  tile 
ac tua l causes of th e  bulk of indus- j 
tr ia l  acciden ts, an d  has a re ta rd in g  
e ffec t upon th e  p rog ress  of le g is la ­
tive ac tion  aim ed at the  vital causes.

C onsidering  th a t th e re  now ex ists 
a m ass of o fficial d a ta  on th e  sub ­
jec t accessible to  any  in q u ire r f o r , 
th e  facts, it is am azing  to  no te  the 
bold frequency  w ith w hich th is  a s ­
se rtio n  is even now co n s tan tly  c ir ­
cu la ted  in some em phatic fo r nt or 
o th e r. A lw ays in these  p roductions 
it is th e  sam e in im ical n o te : the

A m erican com m ittee In urging the adoption  
of the reso lu tion . Mr. M orey la d  
m ore to  o ffe r in the way of co m ­
ment •>; he becom e m ore positive and 
gravely  dec lared  th a t "it is rec o g ­
nized th a t m ost in d u stria l acciden ts 
a re  brought about th rough  th e  use 
of alcoholic stim u lan ts .” Ju - t w here 
th is  alleged fact "is recogn ized’ Mr. 
M o re y  did not p re tend  to  say. H ad 
he been cross-exam ined  an ed ify ing  
farce would have developed; all th a t 
would have been necessary  would 
have been to  co n fro n t him w ith a 
few -core o ffic ia l rep o rts  and his 
dec la ra tion  would have
H ow ever, th is  s ituation  
com e about but an o th e r  did. A fter 
com m itting  them selves to  th is w on­
derful reso lu tion  the  delegates, upon 
ad jou rnm en t, repa ired  to  an e lab ­
o ra te  banquet at w hich a v a rie ty  
of the choicest liquors was served.

It is tins b ran d  of a s se rtio n s  th a t 
published b roadcast in new spapers 
affects the op in ions of la rge  num ­
bers of readers. Very cu rious it is. 
too. th a t new spaper ed ito rs  w ith  
th e ir  un iversal know ledge and a c a ­
pacity  t ) w rite  learned ly  on every  
conceivable subject do not seem  to  
have tile sim ple desire  to  challenge 
and exam ine asse rtio n s  seriously  
concern ing  tilts w elfare of m illions 
of A m erican w orkers. V ast num ­
bers of w orkers a rc  annually  killed 
or in jured  in in d u stria l acciden ts, yet 
no aim  is m an ifested  to  find out 
why and w herefo re. T he official 
fac ts  a re  at hand  in any num ber 
of in v estig a tio n s and rep o rts , but 
they  are  never consulted . F inance 
budgets, d ip lom atic  docum ents, p o ­
litical papers, scientific rep o rts  all 
a re  carefu lly  scru tin ized  so as to  
com pare a sse rtio n  w ith fact and ex- 
u ltingly  expose e rro r, yet no a t ­
tem pt is m ade to  do so in th e  case 
of m a tte rs  causing  death  and in ju ry  
on so enorm ous a scale as in th e  
in d u stria l arena . Let any co rp o ra- 

p a rtisan  speaker o r w rite r  
public consum ption  the 
drink  causes m ost of

C om pensation  Act cm  - 
governm ent em ploye ■ 
the  to ta l num ber of

-allow ed du ring  the 
d ispu ted  ea ■S V ■». 
tb t  c h a r g e  o f

law went in to  effect on Ju ly  1, 1914 
In the rep o rt of the  P ennsy lvan ia  

\e c id e n ts  com m ission a leg isla tive 
inquiry body, the  causes of in d u s­
tr ia l acciden ts w ere recen tly  sta ted  
as fo llow s: "It m ay be s ta te d  w ith 
la ir  exactness th a t 20 per cen t of all 
fac to ry  acciden ts a re  p rim arily  due 
to  the  negligence of th e  em ployer, 
or of those rep rese n tin g  him  in po- 
siti n r  of su p e rin ten d e n ce ; th a t 25 
per cent a re  chiefly  due to  th e  neg ­
ligence of th e  in ju red  m an h im self; 
th a t 20 per cen t a rc  due to  the 
negligence of a co-em ploye of the  
in ju red  m an ; w hile 35 per cen t are 
due to  w hat m ay he called  th e  h az­
ard  of the in d u stry ."  F u r th e r  th is  
com m ission exp lains th a t, "m any  ac ­
ciden ts. w hich in s ta tis tica l tab les

w a s  e l im in a t e d  a very la rge p ro p o r­
tion  of the causes for acciden ts 
w ould d isappear.”

T hese arc only a few of the  facts 
set fo rth  in official rep o rts . It is 
te s tim ony  req u irin g  no com m ent. 
E x p erts  on in d u stria l acciden ts g en ­
erally ag ree  'h a t  alcoholism  is hut a 
m inu te  fac to r in in d u stria l acciden ts 
and  on the  w hole docs not d irec tly  
cause 1 per cen t of the num ber. It 
m ay have an add itiona l co n trib u to ry  
e ffec t in ce rta in  cases, possib ly  to  
th e  ex ten t of a to ta l of 2 per cen t. 
In view of th e  know n fac ts , it is 
ab o u t tim e th a t th e  old libel o f a t ­
tr ib u tin g  the bulk of the  acciden ts 
to  th e  w o rk e r’s ow n persona l fault 
should  be effec tive ly  exposed.
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EASTERN OUTFITTING CO.
406 W ash in gton  Street, at Tenth

W orkm en 's
( lin g  t he 
shows that 
c la im s  2499
year, th e re  w ere 4<tti 
( )f t l ie s c  418» c a s e s .  
in tox ica tion  was raised  in on ly  one 
case and th a t charge  was dism issed.

T he New Y ork S ta te  W orkm en 's  
( o m p c ti  sat ion t om m ission began  op 
(•rations on Ju ly  1, 1914, u nder a 
law m aking in tox ica tion  a cause  o f  
exclusion of aw ards, and in t»813 
claim s disposed of in six m on ths the 
question  of in tox ica tion  w as raised 
by the  em ployer o r  in su ran ce  c a r ­
r ie r  in only five o r ten  cases, and 
not a claim  in even these  cases was 
denied, cle; 'y  show ing th a t  even in

co llapsed . I th e  few eases in w hich it w as 
did n o t ' charged  th a t acciden ts resu lted  from  

in tox ica tion  the  charges w ere  not 
i sub stan tia ted .

T he 1914 rep o rt 
se tts  Industria l
show s (p. 10) th a t du ring  th e  years 
1912-1913, th e re  w ere in th a t  sta te , 
84.694 n o n -fa ta l accidents, of which 
72.8(i2 w ere insu red , and 474 fata l 
accidents, of w hich 290 w ere insured . 
O nly ISO of these  cases w ere  co n ­
te s ted  by appeal to  th e  a rb itra tio n  
com m ittee  or to  th e  cou rts , and  of 
these  ISO cases th e re  w ere on ly  tw o 
cases of proved in tox ica tion . The 
M assachusetts  In d u stria l ho ard  d e­
scribes in th is repo rt, how "dusty  
trades, in d u stria l poisons and occu­
pa tio n al d iseases a re  responsib le  for 
an annua l loss in th e  U n ited  S ta te s  
of $150,000,000 th ro u g h  needless d is­
eases and d isab lem ents , and M assa­
ch u se tts  has her p ro p o rtio n  of th is 
enorm ous w aste. T he g rea t m a jo rity  
of w ag e -earn ers  spend at least one- 
th ird  of every tw en ty -fo u r ho u rs  in 
the  fac to ry , mill o r shop. C ondi­
tions in m any of them  are such th a t 
the w orker is unable to  a t ta in  full­
est efficiency by reason  of th e  co n ­
d itions w hich su rro u n d  him, an d  th is 
has a d irec t h ea rin g  upon th e  num ­
ber of acciden ts o r the q u a n tity  of 
tile ou tpu t of the  w o rk er.”

The Industria l Insu rance com m is­
sion of the S ta te  of W ash in g to n  
s ta te s , in its 1913 rep o rt th a t  o f 11,- 
890 claim s subm itted  du ring  th e  year 

on ly  tw en ty - 
aken  to  the

cou rts , thus show ing th a t 
of "w ilful m isconduct.' 'in c lud ing  in ­
tox ica tion , w ere in sig n ifican t. U n­
der th e  head of "P e rso n a l F au lt,” 
the  rep o rt s ta te s  (p. 97) th a t  ' "It 
ap p ears  th a t 09 per cen t of all cases 
(o f acc iden ts) w ere ascribed  to  risks 
of tra d e  and not to  p e rso n a l fault.

11.2 per cent of th e  in ju ries 
a re  here  charged  to  p erso n a l fau lt.” 
lu a p revious rep o rt the com m ission 
dec lared , "the reco rds of th is  com ­
m ission do not show m any cases of 
in to x ica tio n .”

T he In d u stria l com m ission of W is­
consin  rep o rts  a to ta l of 8,224 acci­
d en ts  rep o rted  du rin g  the  y e a r  1912-

these  casua lties, and it is published  i by in ju red  w orkm en, 
u n q u es tio n e d ; though  an old fic tion  j th re e  appeals w ere 
and one exploded by th e  fac ts  it
still does im pressive duty.

T his was fu rth e r  illu s tra te d  r e ­
cen tly  when various ra ilro a d  com ­
panies and d iffe ren t com ponen t co m ­
panies of the  U nited  S ta te s  S teel 
C orpo ration  o ste n ta tio u s ly  issued o r ­
ders p ro h ib itin g  em ployes from  u s ­
ing in to x ican ts . T o  d iscourage in- , , n Iy
tox ica tiou  is of itse lf  a laudable u n ­
dertak in g , but th e  p u rp o rt and  effect 
of these  o rd e rs  w as som eth ing  qu ite 
d iffe ren t th an  a m ere m oral and  u n ­
selfish aim. T he m anner in w hich 
these  o rd ers  w ere issued w as a d ro it­
ly calcu la ted  t |  give nut th e  im p re s­
sion th a t ra ilro a d  and  in d u stria l a c ­
c iden ts w ere caused by d ru n k a rd  
em ployes, and  th a t if em ployes 
would only cease g e ttin g  in tox ica ted , 
then  th e re  w ould be no such sh o ck ­
ing acciden ts. By im plica tion  the  

resp o n sib ility  w as th ro w n  
the  w orkers . M any of the  

consp icuously

are  ascribed
the  w orkm an  him self, a re  in rea lity  
en tire ly  due to  overw ork . A nd th is 

of th e  M assachu-1 is p a rticu la rly  tru e  of w om en, w hose 
A ccident B oard incapacity  for long -con tinued  toil, 

p a rticu la rly  at periods of illness, is 
s tr ik in g ly  show n by th ese  s ta tis tica l 
rep o rts ."

An in v estig a tio n  recen tly  m ade by, 
the F ac to ry  Inspec tion  d ep a rtm en t 
o f th e  hoard  of public w elfa re  of 
K ansas City, Mo,, show ed th a t  in 
33.8 per cen t o f the  cases of acci­
den ts, defective equ ipm ent w as r e ­
sponsible, and in 8 per cen t, d e fe c t­
ive equipm ent in con junction  w ith 
negligence of th e  w orkm en. This 1 
m ade 42 per cen t in w hich th e  em ­
ployer was w holly  o r p a rtia lly  re ­
sponsible. In 22.7 per cen t o f cases, 
acco rd in g  to  th is  rep o rt, fau lt on 
th e  p a rt of th e  w orkm en—such as 
eare lesness , d isreg a rd  of in s t r u e - - 
tious, etc.—w as responsib le . This 
rep o rt sta ted , how ever, th a t  76.8 per 
cen t of the  acciden ts in v estig a ted  
w ere due to  cond itions over w hich 
the  w orker had no con tro l, and it 
po in ted  out “how large a p ro p o r­
tion  of the acciden ts a re  due to  the  
risks of tra d e .”

M r. Don D. L escohier, ex p e rt of I 
the  M inneso ta bu reau  of labor, 
s ta te s  th a t h azard s ot in d u stry  cause 
71.6 per cen t and co n trib u to ry  n eg ­
ligence 52 per cen t. M r. Lescohier 
po in ts  out th a t in th e ir  re tu rn s  of 
acciden ts, M inneso ta  em ployers a d ­
m itted  th a t 60 p er cen t of all acci­
d en ts  w ere due to  in h e re n t dan g ers  

charges of industry . T he M inneso ta bureau  :
of labor holds th a t m ore th a n  5 0 1 
per cen t of th e se  acc id en ts  w e r e 1 
p reven tab le . M r. L escohier rep o rted  
th a t " th e  p rinc ipa l causes of acci­
d en ts  found responsib le  in w hole or 
in p a r t for the  ,18 per cen t o f the 
acc id en ts  a ttr ib u te d  to  th e  w ork - , 
men, w ere you th , igno rance  of the 
English language, incom petence, 
ca re lessn ess  ran g in g  all th e  w ay 
from  m om entary  in a tte n tio n  o r fo r ­
g e tfu lness , to  foo lhardy  rec k le ss ­
ness. personal sho rtcom ings like 
deafness, o r  ex citab ility , ab so rp tio n  
in th e  w ork in hand  w hich m ade 
the  w orkm an oblivion-, of app roach -

to  the neg ligence of M äti s firs t duty is to organize.

D A M A S C U S
took  for tho Trade-Mark Cap

B u tte r , C ream . M ilk and  B u t ­
ter  M ilk  o f  a b so lu te  p u r ity —  
at y o u r  g rocera  or d e liv ered  

by us.

Milk That Staya Sweet la Mot Weather

D am ascu s C ream ery
C all up K aet 3240

W eek-E nd  
E x cu rsio n  F ares

TO

DesChutes River 

Fishing Resorts
Effective- April 17 end ♦•\ er\ > ,: 

thereafter during the
Return Limit Monday Kolb,..

Round Trip from Portland to

w hole 
upon
new spapers w hich 
published  a rtic le s  dea ling  w ith  these  
o rd ers  d isc ree tly  re fra in ed  from  a s k - ' 

w o rk ers  them selves a re  responsib le  | ing em h arass in g  questions. T hese 
if th ey  a re  m aim ed o r in ju red  in in- would have show n th a t s tock-job- 
d u s tr ia l a c c id en ts ; th e  cause lay I 'ing  m ism anagem ent and m anage- 
m ostly  in th e ir  persona l fau lt in be- rial incapacity , perilous speed de- 
ing add icted  to  in to x ican ts . N o m en- ‘ m anded  of em ployes, in h e ren t risks

of trad e , obso le te  and dan g e ro u s 
equipm ent, defective  roadw ay , th e  
h iring  of inexperienced  men 
o th e r  fac to rs  w ere the  m ost

1913. of w hich num ber 4,526 cases 
w ere subject to  com pensa tion . In- ’ s tra in .” 
asm uch as of 3.571 eases of acc id en ts  1 urning 
in es tab lish m en ts  of p riv a te  em p loy ­
ers, 2,781 w ere a t once se ttle d  and 
com pensa tion  paid by th o se  em p loy ­
ers w ithout an o rd er of th e  com ­
m ission. th is  is th e  c lea re s t possib le 
p roo f th a t in to x ica tio n  w as en tire ly  
absen t as a fac to r. U nder th e  W is­
consin  w orkm ens com pensa tion  law 
in to x ica tio n  is penalized  15 per cent.
Of th e  s ix ty -tw o  co n tes ted  cases of 
acciden t aw ards from
1911, to  June  .30. 1913.
of in to x ica tio n  w as raised  in only 
one case, and th is  so lita ry  charge  
w as no t susta ined  by the  Suprem e 
cou rt. T ile 1914 rep o rt o f th e  W is­
consin  In d u stria l com m ission show s 
fu r th e r  th a t in to x ica tio n  is an a l­
m ost negligible fac to r.

T he New Je rsey  W o rk m en ’s Com­
p en sa tio n  law

w as
.ca ted  at the  tim e of th e  in jury , r e ­
covery  of accident claim s is th e re b y  

..¡ in d u s tr ia l accidents. Mr, F re d e r ic k 1 b arred , 'i et th e  New Je rse y  Em - 
L  H offm an, one of th e  fo rem o st sta - p la y e r’s L iability  com m ission s ta te s

ing danger. fatigue and nerve

acciden ts on steam  
official rep o r ts  give

T oday and Tom orrow  
ca lls for  

D U R A B IL IT Y  
and E con om y in  

S tree t P av in g .
S E C U R E  T H E  B E S T  

B oost for
B I T U L I T H I C

BALTIMORE DAIRY LUNCH
LUNCH BOOMS

2*7 Wa«h. St. 86 Third Street
32« TV ash. St 303 Burntide

264 Morrison Street

retail bakery stores
207 4(h St 2«4 Morrison Street

O H WATSON, Prop

MEVES RESTAURANT
Setting  Capacity 250  

N. E. Corner Sixth and Waahlngton Sta 
The Hub of Portland.

Orrheatra Noon and Evening 
Portland's Moat Popular Beatanrant

DR. LEO L. McKENNA
D ENTIST

O ffic e  H ou rs 9 to  12, 1 to  5 
E v e n in g s  and S u n d a y s  by A p p oin t m ent 

P h o n e  M ain 357
509 Oregonian Bldg. Portland, Ora.

b e e  M C lark , P res. G eo. M. O rton , M ngr.
L IT T ÏB H E A D S, BBYEX.OPXB 
Ia  Paot, AVTTKIBO Ton W ant

Tuscan 
Maupin . 
Sherar . . . .
S. Junction
Nena
Coleman

$5.90 Kaskela
6.10 Jersey .
5.75 Frieda
7 30 Mecca
6.40 Nathan .
7.40 N. Junction

>7 1,

T ourist S leep in g  Car
Train leaves North Bank «tat...

P. M. Returning arrives s:l<) \
Tickets and information at

PORTLAND
ÎKÎfATTVi

Oregon Trunk fii
5 th  and S' k

Golden West Coffee

CLT ET

S teel Out 
N o C haff

40c lb.
W hy P ay

More?

.Made in 
Oregon

DEVERS

SHIRTS

NEUSTADTER BROS.
Mana! tetaran of

••BOSS OF THE ROAD” 
OVERALLS

MULTNOMAH CO

to
ra ilro ad s  th e  
illum inating  facts

The rep o rts  of the  in te r s ta te  com ­
m erce com m ission show th a t from  
1904 to  1913 a to ta l o f 29,820 d e ra il­
m ents, killing 487 p ersons and in ­
ju rin g  8,385 persons, w ere caused  by 
defective equipm ent.

From  1902 to  1912 defects  o f road  
w ay. such as ro tte n  ties, caused  12,-

S cp tem ber I, ¡674 dera ilm en ts, killing  517 persons 
th e  question  and in ju rin g  15,664 persons.

In the fiscal year 1911-1912, the 
in te rs ta te  com m erce com m ission o r ­
dered  inspections of 74,234 locom o­
tives of w hich 48,7t>8 w ere found 
defective , and 3,377 w ere o rd ered  out 
of service as dangerous. In th e  j 
nex t year, 1912-1913, a to ta l of 4,676 
locom otives w ere  found f lag ran tly  ! 

specifically  says th a t d ire c tiv e  and dangerous and o rdered  
em ploye was in tox i- 1 o l|t of service.

T he in te rs ta te  com m erce com m is­
sion rep ea ted ly  has rep o rted  th a t 
in m any in stan ces th e  sa fe ty  a p ­
pliance act and  the  hours of ser-

tion whatever is made of the com­
bination of causes which every of­
ficial report on the subject shows 
bring about the vast proportion of
these accidents—unsafe machinery, | causes, and that there was an evt- 
lack of proper safeguards, flying ob- dent campaign to conceal these by | 
jects, hazards of trade, dangerous concentrating attention upon the ele- i 
speeding up and other factors. I ment of liquor.
These causes, operating either singly . These inexcusable distortions are \
or together, in so great a number of ’een in their fullest tragic light >» *"<• injured 
cases, are ignored, and the situation' when we consider the huge sacri- 
is so twisted and so misrepresented Fice of human life on what are called 
that these perverters make a sweep
ing case indicting the workers as

and
vital

T e le p h o n e  M ain  2900
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Mala 8005 Saite 220 Henry Bldg.
M J. Hill, Manager Notary Public

Salesroom, Fifth and Ankaoy Street. 

Factory, Grand Ave. and E. Taylor St

the chief culprits, and virtually say- tisticians, 
ing that if they did not get drunk, 
there would be few or no industrial 
accidents.

O ne p a rticu la rly  audacious exam ­
ple of th is  v a rie ty  was recen tly  ex ­
h ib ited  in the  new spaper p ress of 
the  U nited  S ta te s  w hich rep o rted  
th a t a t a session  of th e  N ational 
C ouncil fo r In d u s tr ia l S afety , a t 
C hicago, L. R. P alm er, ch ief in ­
sp e c to r  of th e  P en n sy lv an ia  D e p a rt­
m en t of L abo r an d  S afety , assu red  
th e  de leg a tes  th a t 60 per ce n t of 
th e  industria l acc id en ts  in th e  U n ited  
S ta te s  w ere ch a rg ed  to  liquor. This 
w as th e  bare  fo rm  in w hich  th is  a s ­
se rtio n  w ent out to  th e  new spaper 
press re a d e rs ; it can  he easily  
im agined w hat effec t a s ta tem en t 
would have upon m any good people 
accepting  it as a fact. N or w as th is 
all. At th is sam e co n v en tio n —a high- 
sounding  conven tion  th a t nom inally  
m ight he expected  to  have some 
know ledge at least of w hat caused 
industria l accidents and  w hat fa c ­
to rs  really  im perilled  sa fe ty —A. T.
M orey, of the C om m onw ealth  S teel 
Com pany, and cha irm an  of th e  com -

es tim a ted  several y e a r s ' ><s 19,3 r e P ° r ‘ <!'• 5) th a t o f 5,750 !vlce a«‘ l,ave l,een tfo s s ly  vio lated  
ago th a t th e  num ber of fa ta l a c c i - 1 ca se» of "o n -fa ta l acciden ts and  233 
den ts to  adu lt w o rk ers  in th e  cases of fa ta l acciden ts rep o rted  for 
U nited  S ta te s  w as betw een  30,000 com pensa tion  d u ring  th e  year, 932  
and 35 000 a year, and th a t th e re  P‘ r <*nt w ere se ttled  au tom atica lly , 
w as an annual to ta l of 1250,400 n o n - (T h is  show s fully th a t in to x ica tio n  
fa ta l acciden ts in th e  U n ited  S ta te s . o r o »h r r  io r l”  of "w ilful neg ligence” 

was lacking.
In C alifo rn ia , 10,835 in d u stria l a c ­

c iden ts w ere rep o rted  in th e  y ea r 
ended D ecem ber 31, 1912. The C ali-i 
fu rn ia In d u s tr ia , A ccident ho ard  d e­
clared  on the  subject as fo llow s:
"O ur s ta tis tic s  show th a t in C a l i-1 
fo rn ia  we kill four tim es as m a ry  j

In its 1913 rep o rt the  in te rs ta te !  
com m erce com m ission described  at 
len g th  how high speed was expected  
of ra ilw ay  em ployes, n o tw ith s tan d - 1 
ing  th e  form al ru les. T estify in g  b e - | 
fo re the L’n ited  S ta te s  E m ployers’ ’ 
L iab ility  and  W orkm en 's  C oinpen- ■ 
sa tion  com m ission, Mr. W . G. Lee. 
p resid en t of the  B ro th e rh o o d  of 
R ailw ay T ra inm en , declared  th a t the  
ra ilw ay  em ploye did not have tim e 
to  observe sa fe ty  rules, such as ex ­
am in atio n  of cars, trucks, app liances.’ 
etc, "All em ployes know ,” he te s ­
tified , " th a t th ey  would not he co n ­
tin u ed  in service if they  consum ed 
the  tim e necessary  to  m ake such 

T he ru les

Fulton F isk  M arket
E. C. W A L K E R , P ro p r ie to r

F ish  and P o u ltry
P h o n es M a rsh a ll 2648, H o m e A 2245

232 Alder Street
P O R T L A N D , O R E G O N

Further the Som e Industry Mo ra­
ment by having thia Babel appear os 
your printed matter. It standi for 
rood workmanship, good olttsenahip 
fair wages and the npbutldlng of tbt 

•tty .

In an address recen tly  given befo re  
the  N ational A ssociation  of C o tton  
M an u fac tu rers . Mr. Carl M. H a n ­
sen, se c re ta ry  of the  d ep a rtm en t of 
accident p reven tion , w orkm ens com ­
pensation  service bureau, e s tim a ted  
th a t from  40,000 to  50,000 w age w ork- ■ 
ers w ere killed by acciden ts in in ­
d u strie s  in th e  U nited  S ta te s  yearly . a » *«’ should hut C aliforn ia has!
The M assachuse tts  In d u stria l Acci- ; no th ing  in the way of safe-
dent B oard places th e  num ber of guard ing  its w ork ing  people a g a in s t; *
w o rk ers  in the  U nited  S ta te s  yearly  needless dangers. T here  a re  lite ra lly  1 exam inations.

no laws req u irin g  m achinery  to  be l ° f  th e  ra ilro ad s) go to  th e  publi 
m ade safe. If th e  leg is la tu re  will ' **Hicn

killed by acciden t at 75,000 and the  
num ber annually  in ju red  at 3,000,000.

If most of th ese  casu a ltie s  a re  the 
resu lt of alcoholism , as ce rta in  spe­
cial p leaders airily  asse rt, th e n  em ­
p loyers m ust necessarily  plead guilty  
to  th e  charge of em ploying and re ­
ta in ing  g rea t num bers of d ru n k ard s  
in th e ir  em ploy. This charge, how ­
ever. the  em ployer w ould he the 
very first to  resen t. But w hen we
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M a rsh a ll 995, A 3242
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m ittee  on reso lu tions, 
th is  reso lu tion

"W hereas. It is recognized  th a t 
d rin k in g  of alcoholic s tim u lan ts  is 
p roductive  ol .1 heavy per cen t of 
th e  acciden ts and diseases affec tin g  
th e  safe ty  and efficiency of the  
w orkm en  ; he it

"R esolved. T hat il is  the sense of 
th is  o rg an iza tio n  to  go on record  
in favor of e lim inating  the use of 
in to x ica n ts  in th e  industries of the 
nation ."

T h is alt - inclusive resolution, as 
benevo len tly  w orded a s though the 
w hole m otive w as an infin ite so ­
licitude for the  w elfare of the work 
men. was m erely a form al exp res­
sion of the kind sen tim ents of the

in tro d u ced  fu rth e r  reflect th a t g rea t p a r ts  of 
¡ th e  U nited  S ta te s  are under p ro ­
h ib ito ry  law s and  th a t am ong the 
casua ltie s a re  th o se  of large num ­
bers of w om en, ch ild ren  and youths, 
it is se lf-ev iden t th a t th e re  is, co n ­
sidering  th e se  ta c ts  alone, a colossal 
libel in a t tr ib u tin g  th e  hulk of in ­
d u stria l acciden ts as th e  resu lt 
drink.

Speculation  is unnecessary  
these  p lin ts o r on any o th e rs  
g a rd in g  th is  question . O fficial data 
conclusively show w hat ap p ro x im ate  
fac to rs  do cause these  acciden ts, and 
of some of these  findings we shall 
give a sum m ary.

A recent federal repo rt dea ling  j any 
with the o p era tio n s of the  F edera l The

of

on
rc-

give the  In d u stria l A ccident hoard  
pow er and a u th o rity  to  m ake the  
em ploym ents and places of em ploy­
m ent as safe as they  reasonab ly  can 
he m ade, it will undertake, w ith in  
five years, to  reduce by o n e-h a lf the  
uuniher of serious and fa ta l acc i­
den ts th a t w ould o therw ise  tak e  
place.”

T he soundness of th is  plea was 
recognized by th e  C alifornia leg is­
la tu re  which passed  an act. to  tak e  
effect in 1914. au tho riz ing  the In d u s­
tr ia l A ccident hoard  to  estab lish  a 
bu reau  of safety .

The Iowa E m ployers ' L iab ility  
com m ission recen tly  m ade a sim ilar 
dec la ra tion . " If  th e  m em bers of the  
genera l assem bly,” it repo rted , "will 
provide sufficient and adequate  
m eans for the enforcem ent o f laws 
re la tin g  to  accident p reven tion , in ­
ju ries to  em ployes in th is  s ta te  can 
be reduced, in a very conservative  
es tim ate , 50 per cent and th e re b y

condem ns the ca re lessn ess  of 
th e  men. hut the  u n w ritte n  o rd er 
goes to  the em ploye to  keep  tra ff ic  
m oving at all hazards, and it is the  
la t te r  o rd er th a t he obeys.” Mr. 
A. B. G arre tso n , p resid en t of the 
O rd e r of R ailw ay C onductors, te s t i ­
fied to  the sam e facts. "T he d ea d ­
liest offense," he sta ted , “th a t  oc­
curs on any railw ay  is delay. E m ­
ployes can he gu ilty  of no  m ore 
serious o ffense th an  to  c re a te  o v er­
tim e ; and if th a t econom ic situ a tio n
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