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PORTLAND'S LIBRARY.

The fine stone structure now being erected by the Portland Library
Association will be an ormament to the city: 15 constraction has been made
possible by the legacy of the late Miss Ella M. Smith, 10 whose metiiory the
memorial readinig room will be suitably decorated and dedicated.  The build-
ing is of stone, of the ltalian Renmaissance style, the basement being of
Nelion granite, the stories of light colored sandstone and the roof of nles.
1t will have a length of 144 feet on Stark street and sixry-four feet on Seventh
and East Park.

I'he main entrance is in the center of the Stark street front, through an
open vestibule, whence a few steps lead to the main hall and corridor of the
first fioor,  This floor will contain the stack, or bookoom, in sire 1103 24;
librarian's voom, 15523 lales’ reading room, 15x24; magatine room,
31x 34 ¢ chess room, 31 X 22 1 pewspaper room, §2x 22 : and also toilet rooms
for ladies and gentlemen. The second fioor will have a memonal reading
root, 140% 24 ¢ reference lbrary, 20x34¢ trustees’ room, 20321 ¢ lecture
hall, 32x40 ¢ and also toilet rooms. The basement will have ample accom:
madations for the reception of books and for catalogumg and distribiting.

memorial reading room, located over the stack room, on the south side of the
buslding, and occupying the entire length of the huilding, 140 feet.

T'he reference library on this floor is located on the Seventh street side,
directly over the magasine mom, The (ruibtees’ room 15 on the Stark street
side, pear the staircase. At the west énd of the building, over the newspaper
rootn, s a lecture hall which, it is expected, will be used for lectures on' art,
wliication, selence and kindred subjects, The details of the interior finish are
not vet settled, but all the rooms wall be simply and quietly treated, in keeping
mti; the purposes of a library, The building will cost, when completed, aboui
§120,000, and will probably be ready for occupancy i the lmter part of this
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The Philadelphians are at it now. A few paintinigs of the undmped
human form, alleged to be divine, have been hung at the Academy of Fine
Arts, anl this has Il to in indignant protest against the pablic exhibition of
“ indecent ¥ morures. The same ground that s fought over in the Portband
papers 5 niw being reddener] with gore in the Quaker City, and the prude
and the prrient are both enjoy ing themselves.  The contestants on both sides
appear to miss the kernal of the question. 1t is the spirt, rather than the
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These rooms are teached by an exterior entrance at the east end of the build-
g, and also by mtenor starcase.  The west end of the hasement is to be
used for botler room, eogmeer’s room and stomge room, reached by evenor
steps at that end of the buikling

The sack rooni o the first floor i given up to books amanged in alcoves,
with a Lirge open space in the room that will be fighted by arge windows on
the sonth side of the building, The libranan's room i at the east end of the
stack room, atd the lidies” room ot the wesz end, with retirng room conven-
fently placed.  For the present there will be accmnmodation for about jo,000
vodimes, bt in o few years this stack moom will be entirely devoted to books,
sceommedating 120,000 volunes, and pecessizating the use of the memonal
roam on the second foor as a general reading room, where the books will be
delivered by means of Lifts from the floor below,

The chiess rootn s Jocated on the Stark street ssde of the bullding, just
cast of the maln entrance, and the magarne room is on the east side facing
Severth street,  The newspaper room oceupues the entire north side of the
biaditing on Stark street, west of the main entrance.  Hy means of a large,
easy. double staircase the pecond floor is reached, Jeading directly to the

substance, of a picdre thae makes it good or bad. 10 a picture suggest
unpunty it 5 bad, and if it suggest purity it is good, irrespective of the
iuantity of clothing with which buman figures it containg may be adomed.
Tested by this standard many a nude figure will stand highey than others with
enough drapery on them to cothe a family.

An Australian paper says that Americans should be proud of Choynsks
Indesd, we are.  As he stood in the sowdust arena, “ dripping with gore,” he
was a sight to make every Amencan heart swell with pride, despite lus name,
which & more suggestive of the secand hand clothing busimess than of heroics.
We have had great men in the past who have gone abroad and received the
hospiality and homage of the world, such a8 William H. Seward, Generals
Grant, Sherman and Sheridan and James (. Blaine : but we were not puffed
up with pride, nof did we exalt ourselves unduly, until this noble representa.
tive of American manhood, with his eves closed and his mouth and nose
bieeding, huny sensdess over the ropes in Sidney, knocked there by & man
weighing thimy poutids mbee than he, inclading his name.



