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stitution; but in 180, oy an over-whelmi- ng

majority, they voted to

frame a constitution to be submit-

ted to congress. The convention

met at Salem, on the seventeenth

of August, 1857, and was presided

over by Hon. M. P. Deady, our

present United States district

judge. The question of slavery

was especially avoided in the con-

vention, and was made a special

Article. uDon which the people
" if could vote separately. The con- -'
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cause it did not establish it ; but

' a large majority were in favor of

its adoption, as appeared in the election in November,

when seven thousand one hundred and ninety-fiv- e

votes were cast for it, and only three thousand two

hundred and fifteen against The special slavery

clause was rejected by an even greater majority, sev-

en thousand seven hundred and twenty-seve- n voting

against it, and only two thousand six hundred and

forty-fiv- e in its favor. A full set of officers was

elected, and General Lane and Delazon Smith were

sent to Washington as senators ; but congress ad-

journed without passing an enabling act, and Oregon

was blessed with a cIouWa haI nf nffW.ra. The state

ofliciala remained quiet until news was received, early

in 185'J, that after a long and bitter struggle in the

house of representatives, the enabling act had been

passed on the twelfth of February, had been signed
by President Buchanan, and that Oregon Territory
was a thing of the past

H. L. Wells.


