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OLD AND NEW JAPAN,
NO HL

l)v “OMd J""-l“"ll"-'I is moant tho Island Empi(o M Wo
) found it in 1853, with its stagnant, oven fossilized
civilization, which bad changed but slightly for handreds
of yenrs; with its divine Mikado of & lineage 8,000 youry
old; with its warrior chieftain and notual ruler, the Sho-
gun; with numerons fendal princes ( Daimio) and their
hordes of two-sworded soldiers (Samurai) in possession
of the provinces; with a vigorous genoral government
and an opprossive feudal system that ground the people
to powder beneath the heel of the ruling elass and re-
duced them to abject slavety. Under such  systom no
sovial progress was possible.  Custe ruled supreme, and
the gull between the classes it was almost impossible to
oross. The ruling classes wore the only eduoated ones,
though reading, writing and other rudimentary branches
were taaght the children of the poor in the village sehools
Ol chanoes to rise in life there wore none. A ehild could
not nspire to do more than his father, his grandtathor
nnd his grent-grandfuthor had done before him, or to
vecupy o higher position in society. “ Like father, like
son,” was in its broadest sense the underlying prineiple
of Jnpanese society. Thers was no encourngement for
genius in any of the flalds of scionce, moohanics, liters-
ture or art.  Every one was content to travel in the same
rats his aneestors hind made conturios before,

This fixed state of woociety continued for ninelesn
years alter the visit of Commodore Porry, and it was not
until 1872 that the wpirit of resistance o innovations
finnlly gnve way completely before foreign pressure, and
“Now Jupan™ had its birth. It was my privilege to
study the old system for ninsteen yoars, and then for
oleven years more to wateh the development of the new
life which had been infused into the Mikado's realm, and
witness the marvelous transformation of customs and
idens which followsd, Japan was like a living mummy,
anveloped in its manifold wrappings of ancient custom,
suddenly Lrought to the light of day. Aneient and
modern civilization were brought face to face. Then,
after u season, like a chrysalis, it burst its bonds and
sprang into a now and more beautiful life. 1t i of this
old and enorusted eivilization and this sudden awakening
into n new and progressive life of which I speak and
with whieh I bacame familiar by yoars of intermingling
with the people of all classes through both the old and
now régime,

It was on the 1Tth of July, 1853, that Commodare
Perry sailed out of Yedo Bay, with the intention of win.
tering in China and retarning in the spring to receive
the Mikado's reply to the letter of President Fillmore
As the floot passed down the bay, the ships in tow of the
stonmers, the shore on either wide was thronged with
nntives, while on the waters of the bay hundreds of boats
darted hither and thither, all intently watohing the mar.
vol of four vessels cutting rapidly through the water
without & sail being unfurled.  As they passed the fort
st Uragawa the garrison, which had before taken to their
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destruction, the Mississippi’s smoke-stack, to bo pointed
at them with hostile intent, sgain seampered up the hill,
bul this tme ouly for the purpose of obtaining a better
view of the departing floet.  The recoding landscape wan
beautiful, and above all objoots the ssored Fuji-Yama
stood ont bold and commanding in the olenr sunlight,
truo to its name, the “Peorless Mountain,” the most
beautiful object in all the landseapes of Japan.

Just off the entrance to the bay blaok olouds of smoke
were rising from o low voleanio island, which had snd-
donly blaxed up into the wky but n fow nights before,
lighting up the country for miles sround. In the dim
distance could be discorned the small iuland of Hatehijon,
usod ns o ponal colony by the Government.  To the eye
all was beautiful on Iand and sen It was ipossiblo
that these peoplo could live in the midst of such seenom
and not be impressed in a oortain messure with their
beauty and a desire to roproduce them. Their many
works of art show this, and yob they lived, ns it were, in
the dim past, in the eivilization of the aucients, unpro-
gressive and unambitions.  As we departed from the bay
nont realized in what manuer and how quiokly our desire
for s moral and socinl resnrrection of this peopls would
bo secomplishod. It was ot this time that several small
inlands lying just within the entrance were named in
honor of our ships and some of the offfiors, and these
titlos thoy bonr to the present day, The fleet separated,
ench vessel going to some designated port or engaging in
the exploration of some portion of the coast or outlying
inlands.  Commodore Porry roturnod in the Mikwisnippi
to the Loochoo (spelled Riukis by the natives) Inlands,
to resume the negotintions begun there a fow weeks be.
foro. Nappa, the most important harbor, was resched
on the 25th of July,

The Loochoo Islands, over whioh Japan and Ohina
have been so long disputing, aud which frequently fill so
much space in the telegraphio columns of the press, are
poopled by the same raoo as the ialands of Japan, and
are in roality a portion of that empire, though not bound
to it by close politionl ties. Their position has always
been & complionted ons, compelling them to adopt the
“Good Lord, Good Devil” policy. Being nactually
fondal dependency of the ruler of Satsuma, the most
southwestorn of the main group of Japaness islands, they
wero exposed in tmes past to inronds by Ohivess free.
booters, and in order o paoify this powerfal and unseru.
pulous neighbor, they yearly dispatohed a secrob ombamsy
to Pokin bearing tribute to the Chinese emperor. Of
Into yenrs the Chiness Government has used this seoret
tributs as & foundation upon which to build s alaim for
complote domination of the kslands, and this is the sause
of the existing trouble botwean the “ Pearly Emperor "
of Chins and the “Bon of Heaven™ who prosides over
the destinies of Japan. Detween the two the haples
Laochoonns are keph in & constunt state of turmoil.

No one expeoted the full opening of Japanese ports
for several years to coms, and therefore Commodore
Perry had decided to entablish on the Loochoo Inlands &

oonling mtation for steamers thal wore expected to b 1y




