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By SEAN ELLIS
Capital Press

ONTARIO, Ore. — Ida-
ho and Oregon onion grow-
ers say they can live with 
the water quality provisions 
included in the FDA’s final 
produce safety rule, which 
was released Nov. 13. 

Two years ago, they were 
worried the proposed water 
quality provisions in FDA’s 
originally proposed pro-
duced rule could put them 
out of business. But industry 
officials said the FDA heard 
their concerns and re-wrote 
the rule in a way that onion 
growers are OK with.

To go from a rule that 
would have seriously im-
pacted the economics of the 
onion industry “to a rule 
that’s livable for us and al-
lows us to stay in business 
is a huge victory,” said Kay 
Riley, chairman of the Ida-
ho-Eastern Oregon Onion 
Committee.

When FDA first proposed 
its produce safety rule in 
2013, it included water qual-
ity standards limiting how 
much generic E. coli bacte-
ria could be present in agri-
cultural water. 

If the water didn’t meet 
those standards, farmers had 
to immediately stop using it. 
Virtually none of the surface 
water used by onion grow-
ers in Eastern Oregon and 
Southwestern Idaho meets 
those standards.

The water quality stan-
dards still exist in the final 

rule.
But FDA altered them to 

allow growers to meet the 
standards, even if their water 
exceeds the minimum bacte-
ria levels, if they can show 
through scientific evidence 
that bacteria dies off at a cer-
tain rate from the last day of 
irrigation until harvest.

The bulb onions grown 

in the region are left in the 
field to dry for a few weeks 
following harvest. Field tri-
als by Oregon State Univer-
sity researchers have shown 
these onions will meet the 
so-called die-off provisions.

“The thing that’s great 
about it is they actually lis-
tened to us,” Riley said. “I 
would deem it a tremendous 

victory compared to what it 
could have been.”

But the final rule still re-
quires farmers to test their 
water annually, even if they 
meet the die-off provisions. 
Onion growers say the 
testing will be costly and 
time-consuming and they 
hope to be able to skip them.

“They are still going to 
require testing and that’s go-
ing to be the hardest thing to 
deal with,” said Stuart Reitz, 
an OSU cropping systems 
extension agent in Ontario. 
“The final rule is not ide-
al but it’s not that bad. It’s 
one onion growers can live 
with.”

Reitz said the industry is 
working with FDA to see if 
it’s possible an entity such 
as an irrigation district could 
conduct water quality tests 
in canals and have the re-
sults apply to a large group 
of farmers.

“That would get each in-
dividual farm out from hav-
ing to do the testing them-
selves,” he said. “We really 
need to get some more de-
tails from FDA on what type 
of format that would poten-
tially be.”

According to the FDA 
rule, farmers may use data 
collected by a third party, 
such as an irrigation dis-
trict, but the “testing data 
may only be shared if there 
is no reasonably identifiable 
source of likely microbio-
logical contamination be-
tween the sampling sites and 
the farms involved.”
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A high-level FDA offi-
cial, along with several of 
the agency’s food safety 
experts, will explain the 
FDA’s new produce rule 
Dec. 1 during a meeting in 
Portland.

The meeting is being or-
ganized by the Idaho, Ore-
gon and Washington agri-
culture departments and is 
meant to shed some light on 
the agency’s produce rule 
as well as its preventive 
controls for human food  
rule.

Ag department officials 
said they expect a lot of 
questions about the produce 
safety rule, which was re-
leased Nov. 13 and affects 
any farmer who grows fruits 
or vegetables that can be 
eaten raw.

Michael Taylor, FDA’s 
deputy commissioner for 
foods and veterinary med-
icine, will attend the meet-
ing, which is expected to 
attract a sizable number of 
farmers, food processors 
and farm group representa-
tives.

“It’s one of those rules 
that is of concern to any-
one involved in agriculture 
and we are anticipating 
there will be a good turn-
out,” said Washington State 
Department of Agriculture 
Communications Director 
Hector Castro.

Questions about the pro-
duce rule will likely focus 
on its water quality testing 
provisions, said Claudia 
Coles, policy adviser of the 
WSDA’s food safety divi-
sion.

“The water testing is 
... the big issue,” she said. 
“There are going to be ques-
tions about (that).”

The meeting will be 
held at the Portland Airport 
Sheraton Hotel and registra-
tion is not required. 

An overview of the pro-
duce safety rule will take 
place from 9-11:30 a.m. 

and an overview of the 
preventive controls for hu-
man food rule will be from 
1-2:45 p.m. An additional 
question-and-answer period 
will follow. 

Representatives of the 
Idaho-Oregon onion indus-
try will attend the meeting 
and their main questions 
will center on the agricul-
tural water testing required 
by the produce rule, said 
Grant Kitamura, chairman 
of the Idaho-Eastern Or-
egon Onion Committee’s 
promotion committee.

“The water testing is 
our main concern,” he said. 
“We’ll be looking for clar-
ification on a few things at 
the meeting.”

The bulb onions grown 
in Southwestern Idaho and 
Eastern Oregon are left in 
the field to cure and Oregon 
State University field trials 
have shown bacteria dies off 
the onions rapidly during 
the curing process.

OSU researchers in On-
tario pumped irrigation wa-
ter filled with mega amounts 
of bacteria onto onion fields 
but no bacteria was de-
tected on the onions after  
curing.

Onion growers still hope 
to be exempted from the 
water testing requirements 
and will be looking for 
some guidance from FDA 
on that issue, Kitamura  
said.

“How necessary is wa-
ter testing if you’ve proven 
that curing eliminates any 
bacteria?” he said. “It’s go-
ing to be very cumbersome 
and expensive (and) we’re 
trying not to have to do the 
water testing.”

Coles said she also ex-
pects questions about pro-
visions in the rules that re-
quire foreign food imports 
to meet the same food safety 
requirements.

People are asking, “Are 
you truly going to apply 
the rule to the foreign food 
coming into this country?” 
she said.

FDA to explain food safety 
rule Dec. 1 in Portland

Irrigation canal-
clogging weed 
spreads to new 
sites along 
Columbia river
By MATEUSZ PERKOWSKI
Capital Press

Flowering rush, an aquat-
ic weed that clogs irrigation 
canals, has spread to multiple 
new sites near McNary Dam 
along the Columbia River 
since its discovery in the area 
last year.

Meanwhile, the federal 
government must again clear 
environmental regulatory 
hurdles before removing new 
patches of flowering rush 
found growing below the 
dam, which is under the juris-
diction of a different region-
al office of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers.

“Because we’re part of 
the federal government, we 
have to follow federal laws 
and regulations,” said Diana 
Fredlund, spokesperson for 
the Army Corps’ Portland 
District.

Flowering rush was first 
found growing on the Oregon 
side of the Columbia River in 
August 2014, with surveys 
eventually locating 15 sites 
near McNary Dam.

That portion of the river is 
governed by the Walla Wal-
la District of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, which 
had to obtain approval under 
the National Environmental 
Policy Act, the Endangered 
Species Act and the Archeo-
logical Resources Protection 
Act to remove the weed with 
diver-assisted suction hoses.

“This should be straight-
forward. We’re just going in 
and by hand removing some 
small sites,” said Tim Butler, 

Oregon Department of Agri-
culture’s noxious weed pro-
gram manager.

By the time the agency 
cleared those hurdles and 
scheduled a dive team to yank 
the flowering rush patches in 
August 2015, the weed had 
expanded to 45 total sites in 
the area.

While divers were able 
to treat 39 of those sites, six 
of them were growing on 
the Columbia River below 
McNary Dam, which means 
they come under the purview 
of the Army Corps’ Portland 
District, said Mark Porter, an 
integrated weed management 
coordinator for ODA.

For that reason, the pro-
cess of obtaining clearance 
under NEPA, ESA and ARPA 
must now be repeated by 
the agency’s Portland office, 
which is unlikely to occur 
in time for the patches to be 
removed before next year, he 
said.

The agency expects that 
the regulatory processes 
will be completed over win-
ter, when the plants disap-
pear below the water line, 
so they can be covered with 
mats or removed when they 
re-emerge next spring, said 
Fredlund.

“We do want it to keep 
it from becoming a bigger 
problem,” she said.

The Army Corps’ Walla 

Walla District can continue 
removing the weed with-
out re-clearing regulatory 
barriers, and its experience 
is expected to speed up the 
Portland District’s compli-
ance with those statutes, said 
Damian Walter, wildlife biol-
ogist for the agency.

Apart from sites on the 
Columbia River, there’s a 
large population of flowering 
rush upriver on the Yakima 
River in Washington, which 
state regulators are attempt-
ing to control, he said.

“There is a constant 
source currently in the sys-
tem,” Walter said. “We’ve 
got to address the source of 
it.”

As part of long-term plans 
to battle flowering rush, 
Washington State University 
is studying predatory beetles 
in Central Europe that feed 
on the weed’s roots in that re-
gion, limiting its spread.

The weed poses a serious 
threat if it’s able to enter ir-
rigation systems along the 
Columbia River or its tribu-
taries, said Porter. Flowering 
rush grows so thickly that it 
greatly slows the movement 
of water and changes aquatic 
ecosystems.

“This plant seems to be a 
very aggressive aquatic in-
vader. This isn’t just another 
weed,” he said. “it has the big 
potential to do some harm.”

Flowering rush expands while regulations delay removal
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Yellow onions grown in the Treasure Valley area of Idaho and 
Oregon are sorted at the JC Watson Co. packing facility in Parma, 
Idaho, Sept. 15. Growers say they can live with the water qual-
ity provisions included in the FDA’s final produce safety rule, 
which was released Nov. 13.

Diver Andrew Hannes, with 
the Army Corps of Engineers 
out of Portland, gestures while 
searching for flowering rush 
on the bottom of the Columbia 
River near Umatilla in August 
2015.
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We offer competitive interest rates for 
your agricultural financing needs:

CONTACT: Kevin Arrien, or Joe Lodge
at Joyce Capital, Inc.
Agricultural Loan Agents

(208) 338-1560 • Boise, ID
joe@arrien.biz
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In agriculture, nothing is certain. Your interest rate should be.

Joyce Capital, Inc.

• Term agricultural loans 

(purchases & refinances)        
• FSA Preferred Lender        • Amortizations 

up to 25 years 

COMBINES

Case IH 7010, 1120 hrs, Level Land, 2016 BPU platform 
(grass seed combine)............$140,000 Tangent #202887

JD T670, 1127 hrs., Small grain, MacDon BPU Platform 
(grass seed combine).........$189,000 Donald #0A084501

JD T670, 1170 hrs., Small grain, MacDon BPU Platform 
(grass seed combine)...........$189,000 Salem #0A084492

JD 9650STS, 3343 hrs, Small Grain, 914P BPU Platform, 
(grass seed combine).............$87,000 Tangent, #685747

JD 9650STS, 3557 hrs, Small Grain, straw chopper (grass 
seed combine). .$99,950  $91,500  Harrisburg, #686910

JD 9650STS, 2246 hrs, Small Grain, 914P BPU, platform 
(grass seed combine)......$85,000 McMinnville, #685945

Case IH 2588, 1809 hrs, small grain, hillside, 30’ cutting 
platform..........................$210,000 Walla Walla #303583

JD 9650STS, 3456 hrs, Small Grain, 914P BPU Platform, 
straw chopper........................$80,000 Tangent, #686102

JD 9600, 5869 hrs., 35% Rahco Leveler, 930R cutting 
platform and cart................................................$44,000 

Moscow, #650604 NOVEMBER SPECIAL $25,000

JD 9600, 6985 hrs., 35% Rahco Leveler, 930R cutting 
platform and cart................................................$44,000 

Moscow, #640650 NOVEMBER SPECIAL $25,000

JD S680, 660 hrs., 35% Rahco Leveler, 935F platform, 
Stoess cart.......................$475,000 Walla Walla #747035

JD 7722, 1462 hrs., 44% Leveler, JD 224 cutting platform...
..............................................................................$16,000 

Moscow #615983 NOVEMBER SPECIAL $10,000

JD 7722, 3908 hrs., 44% Leveler, JD 224 cutting platform...
..............................................................................$16,000 

Tekoa #616020 NOVEMBER SPECIAL $10,000

JD 9770, 901 hrs., Hillco Leveler, 635F platform and cart....
...............................................$390,000 Moscow #686502

JD 9660, 3915 hrs., Small grain, 914P Belt pickup platform 
(grass seed combine).............$125,000 Madras #706475

JD 9770, 901 hrs, Hillco leveler, straw chopper, duals..........
..............................................$365,000 Moscow  #741350

JD S690, 824 hrs, 35% Rahco Leveler, 635F Platform, 
Stoess Cart...............................$545,000 Colfax, #745739

JD 8770, 7675 hrs, 4WD, Quad Range Trans, 20.8-42 Duals, 
3 Remotes.............$49,500  $42,500 Walla Walla #4681

JD 8770, 14,749 hrs, 4WD, 3 remotes, bare back, 24 spd. 
Power Quad Trans, duals................$33,000 Tekoa #3214

JD 6125M,  174 hrs., Regular cab, MFWD, 24-spd. tran., H340 
loader w/suspension..........$112,000 Four Lakes, #DG777037

Case IH JX1095N, 2885 hrs, Narrow Cab, MFWD, 3 pt, 540 
PTO, front weight pkg......$27,000 McMinnville, #36490

JD 6115R, 753 hrs, Premium Cab, IVT trans, MFWD, 
Autotrack ready, 2 remotes......$96,500 Salem, #799261

Kubota M9960, 150 hrs, Open Station, ROPS, MFWD, 
LA1353 Loader. $45,900  $42,999 Central Point #54397

JD 9630, 2138 hrs, 4WD, PS trans, Auto Track ready, 
800/70R-38 duals, HID lights.....$199,000 Tekoa #18545

JD 9620, 4438 hrs, 4WD, PS trans, 800/70R-38 duals, 
4 remotes, fresh engine.........$180,000 Moscow, #30510

JD 9320, 5247 hrs, 4WD, PS trans, 710/70R-38 duals, 
4 remotes, Bareback..................$125,000 Colfax #31662

JD 9300, 7126 hrs., 4WD, PS Trans., 3pt, 1000 PTO, 620/42 
Duals, 5 Remotes......................$105,500, Salem, #30202

JD 8630R, 812 hrs, ILS Axle, IVT Trans., 4 Remotes, 
710/70R-42 Duals.............$285,000 Harrisburg, #72619A

JD 7280R, 299 hrs, Cab, IVT Trans, TLS Front Axle, 
Set up for loader.......................$227,500 Merrill #13029

JD 6170R, 1427 hrs., Cab, MFWD, IVT< Loader Ready, 710-
38 Single Rears, 3 Remotes...............................$157,000 

Merrill #DD0088134
JD 9200, 7381 hrs, 4WD, 4 Remotes, 20.8-42 Duals, Quad 

Range Trans...................................$79,900 Tekoa #30476
JD 9400, 7644 hrs., 4WD, PS Trans., 1000 PTO, 710-42 

Duals, 4 Remotes.....................$99,900, Tangent, #41372
JD 8630R, 1011 Hrs, IVT Trans, ILS Axle, 4 Remotes, 

620/70R-46 Duals.....................$262,999 Donald, #71414
CAT D6-9U bulldozer, 19,000 hrs., cable blade, canopy, 

electric start.................$3,500  $2,900 Tekoa #PM60430
JD 9560R, 222 hrs, 4WD, Dual 800/70R-38, PS Trans, 

Auto Track Ready...............$374,000 Walla Walla #7998

JD 9300, 9631 hrs, 4WD, 24 spd Trans., 3 PT, No PTO, 
4 Remotes.........................$59,900, McMinnville, #40643
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All financing on approved credit. Financing special applies only to select pieces of equipment. 
See dealer for details and qualifying units.

TRACTORS

YEAR-END SAVINGS
3 Years @ 0%               5 Years @ 0.9% 

YEAR-END SAVINGS
3 Years @ 0%               5 Years @ 0.9% 

SOLDSOLD

21 Ag & Turf locations in 
Oregon, Washington, Idaho 
and Northern California.

papemachinery.com

541-681-5363


