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Downtown Plan draws publlc criticism

By Paul Ertelt
Of the Emerald

Several community members
criticized a plan to reopen
Willamette Street to traffic bet-
ween 10th and 11th Avenues at
a public hearing in the City
Council chambers Tuesday
night.

That plan was one of several
recommendations made by the
Downtown Planning Commis-
sion that would greatly alter the
face of the downtown area. The
commission, which consists of
nine businesspeople and other
community members plus two
non-voting members, heard
public comments on the draft
plan released last month.

Other recommendations of
the commission include restora-
tion of the Millrace east of High
Street, a stairway up Skinner
Butte at the end of Willamette
Street, and pedestrian im-
provements along several
downtown streets. The plan
also proposes the establishment
for a central plaza and open
market area to combine public
events with retail business
operations.

According to the plan; open-
ing Willamette Street to two-
way traffic would ‘‘strengthen
its image as Eugene's ‘main
street’”” and enhance the en-
trance to the downtown mall.
Wider sidewalks, pedestrian

A proposal to reopen Willamette Street between 10th and 11th avenues proved unpopular with
citizens at a public hearing on the recommendations of the Downtown Planning Commission.

level lighting and tree plantings
are also proposed for the street.

But no one spoke in support
of that part of the plan, and op-
position came from a number of
sources, including the Lane
Transit District and Lane Com-
munity College, which has a
downtown center on that por-
tion of the mall.

Opening the street would in-
crease congestion on 10th
Avenue, the central transfer
area for LTD buses, said Janet
Culver, president of the LTD
board of directors. This would

create a safety hazard for those
trying to catch a bus, she said.

It would also add to the time.
needed to transfer from one bus
to another, and many people
would miss their buses. This
would increase rider frustration
and cause a drop in ridership
and revenues for the system,
she said.

Adding traffic to the street
would also increase the chance
of collisions between buses and
cars, and an accident on 10th
Avenue could upset the
schedule of the whole system,
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The University’'s School of Law
unveiled a sculpture Tuesday of the late
Wayne Morse, former U.S. senator from
Oregon and University law school dean.

Stephen Haney, a master’s degree stu-
dent in fine arts, created the larger-than-
life bronzed bust of Morse as a gift to the
law school for its centennial.

The school’s original Founders’ Day
was June 19, 1884, when the University
Board of Regents approved a resolution
to create a public law school for the state.

Haney began research for the sculpture
last summer by using videotapes of

The Morse Park Corp. donated two

vinced him to move to Eugene
several years ago.

““People are the city and not
cars,”’ he said.

But not all testimony was
negative, and several people
who disagrred with specific
portions of the plan, praised the
commission for their concern
for the downtown and for their
openness to public criticism.

Others offered their own sug-
gestions for improvement of the
downtown. A centralized loca-
tion for a farmers’ market would
allow the market to operate
more than one day a week and
draw people to the downtown
area, said John Graham,
manager of the Lane County
Farmer’s Market.

Speaking for the Chamber of
Commerce, Eugene attorney
Michael Farthing pointed to the
need to address the downtown
parking situation. He said
chamber members are split on
whether to maintain the ‘‘free"
parking system.

Farthing made no specific
recommendations on parking,
but said ‘“The present system
needs fixing."
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she said.

‘‘Buses and auto traffic do not
mix in a downtown area,’ she
said.

The LTD could only accept
the plan if a centralized, off-
street loading area were
established for the buses,
Culver said. But that change
would be very expensive, she
added.

The opening of Willamette
Street was also criticized for
aesthetic reasons. Jim Wilcox
said the ambience of the mall
was one of the things that con-

One major goal of the plan is
to attract new businesses to
downtown. This could be ac-
complished by hiring an agent
to market the downtown to pro-
spective businesses, says Pat
Decker, the city’s senior
planner.

Sculpture unveiled campus

framed statements by and about Morse to
accompany the sculpture, and track
lights and an oak pedestal were provided
by the Physical Plant. The Cultural
Forum donated the bronze for the bust as
well as work space for Haney.

Morse to help develop his concept for
the work, according to Sharon Gordon,
assistant law dean. In February, Gordon
and Nancy Morse-Campbell, Morse’s
daughter, gave their approval of the clay
bust, which eventually would be bronz-
ed and placed on the school’s main floor.

Photo by Steve Crowell

PN W N N Sy & o ety W U WIS R

g d- g g A G- o i b S JE -l ot

e aealhod g a ak B i e

L 2 & gk Ak & & L 4




